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Staff 
Bruce Lethbridge  Senior Pastor    bruce@orcuttpres.org 

Israel Gonzales  Associate Pastor   israel@orcuttpres.org 

Mike Aguillon  Commissioned Lay Pastor  mike@orcuttpres.org 

Rev. Jae Kim   Assistant Pastor   jaekimslo@gmail.com 

Jenn Malone   Dir. of Children/Family Min. jenn@orcuttpres.org 

Amy Curti   Celebration Music Director  amy@orcuttpres.org 

Michael Wilson  Business Administrator         businessadmin@orcuttpres.org 

Meredith Brough  Choir Director          

Haroldine Roberts  Organist     

Jerrie Harper   Session/Clerk of Session  clerk@orcuttpres.org 

Julie Coolidge  Wedding Coordinator   

Josh Kerley   Worship Technical Support       joshuakerley116@gmail.com 

Enrique Ochoa  Maintenance 

Cindy Baeza   Church Secretary   info@orcuttpres.org 
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A Month of Important Transitions 
 
The month of June will bring some significant changes to OPC, some of them 
long awaited. I encourage you to read this article carefully so that you can be 
prepared for all that will take place. 
 
Before I talk about the changes, I want to encourage everyone to support Pastor 
Israel in his summer Sabbatical, which will last June through August. The polity 
of our denomination allows and encourages a pastor who has served more than 
seven years in one church to take a three month Sabbatical to rest and renew 
themselves spiritually, mentally, and physically for continuing ministry. Pastor 
Israel has been here nine years now, so this Sabbatical is in a sense overdue. 
Therefore, I urge you not to attempt to contact Pastor Israel about any church  
related matters until September. Respect his Sabbatical time, and pray for his  
refreshment. We appreciate his gifts and are thankful that he will continue to 
serve among us when he returns. 
 
Now for the news many of us have been hoping and praying for: In late May 
California’s top health official, the Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
publicly announced that the state is on track to meet the Governor’s previously 
announced reopening effective June 15. That means the COVID tier system of 
restrictions will be lifted off the state, and state guidance will be brought into 
conformity with the recommendations of the CDC. The most obvious impacts of 
this will be that social distancing and wearing masks will no longer be required 
for people who have been vaccinated. 
 
I’m going to confine my comments to what this will mean for OPC. To begin 
with, no changes will be made in church practices or schedules until June 
15. The first worship services after the state reopening will be Sunday, June 20.  
Effective that date, Sunday mornings will return to our pre- COVID  
worship schedule, which if you remember was: 
 
Celebration Service  9:00AM  Wedaa Hall 
Heritage Service   9:30AM  Sanctuary 
 
 

Continue on page 4 
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You also should be aware that Celebration will be held on the church lawn for 
the first Sunday of June, July and August this summer, so our outdoor  
worshipers will have a chance to gather then. 
 
The return to our previous schedule allows there to once again be one Sunday 
School/Kids Connection for all the church’s children. This has been much  
desired by our young families. In spite of the state reopening, children and 
teachers will still be expected to wear masks in Kids Connection for now. 
When the local public schools lift their mask requirements, we will do the same. 
 
In terms of worship, people will be able to sit together again, and the red and 
green tape will be removed from the pews in the Sanctuary. There will no longer 
be a limitation of how many people can occupy a worship space. Also, both  
services will conclude at approximately the same time, allowing people who  
attend different services to see one another on the patio. It is also my expectation 
that coffee and donuts will return effective June 20, which I know will be good 
news for many of you!  
 
After June 13 we will no longer have people at the doors of the Sanctuary or 
Wedaa Hall to take temperatures prior to admittance. In accordance with the new 
state guidance we will have a table with a box of masks and a sign which will 
read: “If you are not vaccinated or have an underlying medical condition, please 
wear a mask.” Let me encourage all of us to be gracious with each other and not 
stigmatize anyone who does, or does not, wear a mask. We gather together to 
worship, and let the peace of Christ and the dignity with which he treated others 
be the marks of our fellowship. 
 
I am well aware that there is still a substantial number of our OPC family who 
do not feel comfortable going out and socializing in public yet. I honor their 
consciences in this matter, and I want everyone to know that effective June 20 
both worship services will be webcast each week so those who wish to continue 
to worship virtually with us may do so. Having said that, there will be changes 
as we resume our usual formats in worship. For instance, with our children now 
in a common Kids Connection each week we will no longer be having a virtual 
Children’s Moment in the webcasts. I’m sorry, but that means no more cartoons 
in worship! 
 

Continue on page 5 
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It will take all of us some time to embrace new/old patterns of worship and  
fellowship, and as I’ve said not everything can be as it was yet. But I am  
thankful that after 15 months of restrictions there will be a real sense of  
something close to normalcy as we remember it. It has been a long road, but I 
feel like we are walking toward a beautiful sunrise. I look forward to seeing you 
– and talking with you on the patio beginning mid-June. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Bruce 
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Summer is here and there are many changes coming as you have read in Pastor 
Bruce’s article, emails, and video presentations.  I am not surprised by the 
changes and I am confident that this congregation will meet the changes as it 
did when the restrictions began.  It is a bright new day!  We as God’s people 
will meet the new day with trust in the one who is the head of the church.  Let 
us all pray that the Holy Spirit will provided discernment for the staff as they 
plan for these changes. 
 
One of the new changes coming this summer is a program called Stephen  
Ministry.  Kim Chudoba and I are coming to the end of our training in this  
program and developing a training schedule for those in our church who are  
interested in becoming a Stephen Minister.  Because of all the changes coming 
in the church we want to be sure we do not distract from all the other important 
changes the church is making.  But, we would be happy to talk with anyone 
who has questions and we will be putting out information as appropriate as the 
summer progresses.  You are welcomed to go to the website for Stephen  
Ministry and to see what it is about.  Kim and I, along with the staff and  
Session, feel our congregation will benefit from this ministry. 

In all things, let us be of the same mind and walk with one another through all 
these changes, lifting each other up, and supporting everyone with Christian 
love.  I am looking forward to seeing everyone again, and the only way for this 
to happen is, as scripture tells us, to be first you must be a servant of all.   

Blessings 
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The first time that I heard of someone taking a sabbatical was in academia.  One 
of my professors at Oral Roberts University talked about what he had written 
during his recent sabbatical.  I thought, “that’s interesting… they gave him extra 
space to work in laser beam focus.”  The second time I heard about a sabbatical 
was when I was hired on as a youth director at Westminster Presbyterian Church 
in Port Hueneme back in 2001.  Rev. Dr. Tim Fearer, my new supervisor, said to 
me, “Israel, we’re really happy to have you on board, but I need to let you know 
that I will be on sabbatical for a couple months.” He then went on to say that I 
would be cared for and supervised by the other pastor while he was away.  
Again I thought, “well, that’s interesting…it’s not only for professors, it’s for 
pastors too.” 
 
A number of years ago, Eugene Peterson, a Presbyterian pastor who translated 
The Message, wrote about the need for pastors (not just professors and others) 
to be renewed in their work.  He states: 
 
Academia exists to protect and develop knowledge, but knowledge is not a dead 
thing in a book. It's a living dialectic; it requires fully alive professors to  
maintain it. If  knowledge disintegrates into cliché or soddens into data,  
intelligence is betrayed and the mind dulled. And so the schools provide for  
regular renewal of  the professorial brain cells by providing sabbaticals. 
 
But pastors, committed to the life of the spirit, a life at least as strenuous, if not 
more so, than the life of the mind, rarely get sabbaticals. I wonder why, for the 
spirit also tires, grows stagnant, begins to repeat itself. The weekly assembly of 
Christians, their hungry-and-thirsty-after-righteousness lives strangely mingled 
with sin and sloth, constitutes a formidable challenge to the pastor. The  
sanctuary exists to protect and develop holiness, but holiness is not a packaged 
attitude that can be sold to Sunday god-shoppers. It is life at risk before God, 
dangerously and awesomely at risk, and it needs fully alive pastors to represent 
it. If the life of faith is reduced to a church program or into jargon, the gospel is 
betrayed and the spirit dulled. Yet churches make little provision for renewal of 
spirit in those they set as overseers for the renewal of their spirits.  
 

Continue on page 8 



Peterson goes on to explain that the whole purpose of a sabbatical is not to 
study or work, even though that’s how academia may still observe it.   
Sabbaticals are extended sabbaths.  Keeping the Sabbath every week is  
essential so that we worship God and now our work, so that we don’t work TO 
rest but rather that we work FROM rest. Peterson says, “The original intent of 
sabbath is a time to be silent and listen to God, not attend lectures; a time to be 
in solitude and be with God, not "interact" with fatigued peers. If help is to be 
given to the pastor in midcourse, it is not going to come by infusion of intellect 
but by renewal of spirit.” 
 
I am happy and blessed to be a part of this congregation.  I will be taking a  
sabbatical from June through August.  I am not taking this sabbatical because I 
am burned out or frustrated or unhappy; I am taking this sabbatical because I 
want to recharge, refocus, and be renewed in my calling.  I am praying that it 
will be a time of renewal not only for me but also for the church as others share 
their gifts of ministry in my absence.  I want to thank Pastor Bruce, the  
Personnel Committee, the Session, and the staff of OPC for their support. We 
are a healthy church that can grow in many ways and I want to be a part of 
that! 
 
 
With love and thanks, 
Pastor Israel  
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I am still reveling in response to the marvelous afternoon of entertainment and 
worship led by our young people this last Sunday. What a talented, creative and 
confident group! From beautiful piano selections to memorized and  
marvelously acted out speeches to solo singing and a full out worship 
band…this new generation rocked that Sanctuary like we just spent a year in 
Quarantine. (Oh, right. We did.) As someone who is seeking to see the  
musicianship grow at Orcutt Presbyterian, it is heart-warming to find that  
parents are still investing in piano lessons for their children and making the 
time to get their children to rehearsals and special events. These young people 
are the future of our church - and I am humbled by our Children Director’s  
energy and drive to allow these children to express themselves and share their 
gifts with the church. I was thirteen when I began playing the piano at my 
church, leading hymns and songs upfront. It was my church’s encouragement 
and investment in me that grew my confidence and skill over time. And I see 
that very thing happening here at OPC. Thank you church…for believing in 
your young people and supporting the youth by your tithes and offerings,  
serving them in Sunday school, youth group and attending events like our  
Annual Talent show. In addition, every time you shake a young person’s hand, 
give them a high five, send a note or thank them out loud for their contribution, 
you empower them to continue taking risks, offering to serve and practicing 
their skills in a safe and loving space. As I look ahead to the months and years 
ahead of worship planning for our church, I feel more confident than ever that 
we have a succession plan. There are young people ready to serve and lead in 
our church. How happy I am to take the passenger seat, and allow some of them 
to take the wheel (or the microphone) and share the gifts that God has given to 
them. In closing, I’ll steal the wonderful verse that Jenn Malone used for the 
Talent show this past week: “Each of you should use whatever gift you have 
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various 
forms.” ( 1 Peter 4:10 ) Let’s keep encouraging one another to use our gifts to 
serve in stewardship of what God has so graciously given each of us!  
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Children’s Ministry just wrapped up our 3rd Annual Talent Show! The  
Sanctuary was bustling with 25 participants and their families and friends. I was 
blown away by the presence of the Holy Spirit as the children shined. The  
Talent Show is very important to the children who participate. Thank you to 
those who came out to support them. It means more than you know. God is so 
good. I love what He is doing. This year’s Talent Show highlighted our OPC 
Youth Band. Did you know we have a Youth Band!?! A church youth band is 
something I have been craving and praying for. Several youth band members 
wrote their own worship songs and shared them during this event. I want to 
thank my husband who is my greatest support not only in life, but in the  
ministry as well. I could not do everything I do without having that strong  
presence supporting me every step of the way. Jake stands firm with me and he 
does so much work behind the scenes. I do not thank him enough. I also want to 
thank Josh Kerley for his faithful service to Children’s Ministry. Josh is  
overwhelmingly gifted. Josh supports every aspect of Children’s Ministry  
including our Annual Talent Show. He makes himself available to serve. He 
serves with patience, grace and joy. Every. Single. Time. 
 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) is right around the corner! Our “Press Play”  
virtual VBS will be held June 21-25. Our registration is available at  
orcuttpres.org. We are looking forward to sharing God’s great news with the 
kids. We are praying to be able to gather in person next summer. 
 
Thank you church family for your continued love and support. It shows. You are 
appreciated. 
 
God bless you…my brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
Jenn Malone 
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Free at last 
He has ransomed me 
His grace runs deep 
While I was a slave to sin 
Jesus died for me 
Yes He died for me 
 
In my Father's house 
There's a place for me 
I'm a child of God 
Yes I am 

View from the Choir Loft 
 
My father is the last of his family branch. His 
father had one brother with no children.  
Dad’s siblings are all gone.  One of my  
brother’s has a son but he doesn’t have the  
Worsham last name. None of my male cousins 
have children either.  So the end of Worsham.  
 
I was teased as a kid because of my unusual 
first and last name.  Mergatroid, megadeath, 
myrtle, washing machine, warsher wear.  Four eyes.  Brace Face.  Nerd.  
 
Why are names so important? And why do they hold such weight in our souls?  
God named us His Own!    That is the name I choose these days.  Child of God!  
No matter what name is on a birth certificate or is worn by a child – the most 
important names we are given are from the Lord! 
 

Who You Say I Am 
Who am I that the highest King 
Would welcome me 
I was lost but He brought me in 
Oh His love for me 
Oh His love for me 

 
Who the Son sets free 
Oh is free indeed 
I'm a child of God 
Yes I am 

 
 

I am chosen not forsaken 
I am who You say I am 

You are for me not against me 
I am who You say I am! 
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Gracious Uncertainty 
By Oswald Chambers 

 
…it has not yet been revealed what we shall be… —1 John 3:2 

 
Our natural inclination is to be so precise– trying always to forecast  
accurately what will happen next– that we look upon uncertainty as a bad 
thing. We think that we must reach some predetermined goal, but that is 
not the nature of the spiritual life. The nature of the spiritual life is that we 
are certain in our uncertainty. Consequently, we do not put down roots. 
Our common sense says, “Well, what if I were in that circumstance?” We 
cannot presume to see ourselves in any circumstance in which we have 
never been. 
 
Certainty is the mark of the commonsense life– gracious uncertainty is 
the mark of the spiritual life. To be certain of God means that we are  
uncertain in all our ways, not knowing what tomorrow may bring. This is 
generally expressed with a sigh of sadness, but it should be an expression 
of breathless expectation. We are uncertain of the next step, but we are 
certain of God. As soon as we abandon ourselves to God and do the task 
He has placed closest to us, He begins to fill our lives with surprises. 
When we become simply a promoter or a defender of a particular belief, 
something within us dies. That is not believing God– it is only believing 
our belief about Him. Jesus said, “…unless you…become as little 
children…” (Matthew 18:3). The spiritual life is the life of a child. We are 
not uncertain of God, just uncertain of what He is going to do next. If our 
certainty is only in our beliefs, we develop a sense of self-righteousness, 
become overly critical, and are limited by the view that our beliefs are 
complete and settled. But when we have the right relationship with God, 
life is full of spontaneous, joyful uncertainty and expectancy. Jesus said, 
“…believe also in Me” (John 14:1), not, “Believe certain things about 
Me”. Leave everything to Him and it will be gloriously and graciously  
uncertain how He will come in– but you can be certain that He will 
come. Remain faithful to Him. 

https://utmost.org/oswald-chambers-bio
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+3%3A2
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