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Staff 
Bruce Lethbridge  Senior Pastor    bruce@orcuttpres.org 

Israel Gonzales  Associate Pastor   israel@orcuttpres.org 

Mike Aguillon  Commissioned Lay Pastor  mike@orcuttpres.org 

Jae Kim   Pastoral Intern   jaekimslo@gmail.com 

Jenn Malone   Dir. of Children/Family Min. jenn@orcuttpres.org 

Amy Curti   Celebration Music Director  amy@orcuttpres.org 

Michael Wilson  Business Administrator         businessadmin@orcuttpres.org 

Meredith Brough  Choir Director    

Haroldine Roberts  Organist     

Jerrie Harper   Session/Clerk of Session  clerk@orcuttpres.org 

Julie Coolidge  Wedding Coordinator   

Josh Kerley   Worship Technical Support       joshuakerley116@gmail.com 

Enrique Ochoa  Maintenance 

Cindy Baeza   Church Secretary   info@orcuttpres.org 



3 

Backyard Visits 
 
As the time of our “shelter” extends I have become increasingly concerned for 
those who have not been able to have much contact with our church, even 
though many have been enjoying our worship webcasts and the phone calls 
they have been receiving. 
 
Last month I began doing something new and visited a few of our members at 
home, in their backyards.  Indoor fellowship is not possible yet, but it is OK for 
me to sit with people outside, provided we are appropriately distanced and  
observe the necessary cautions.  I have really enjoyed seeing people at home 
again, some of whom I had not seen for months.  To be able to enjoy the  
blessings of in person sharing, Scripture, and prayer together is a wonderful 
thing. 
 
If you would like me to come over and you have a place where we can sit  
outside, please call me to set up a visit.  I hope to see many of you in the next 
few weeks and months, even as we all continue to hope and pray for the day we 
are all able to fellowship face to face with all our brothers and sisters here at 
OPC again. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
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Wow!  September is already here and fall is upon us.  If you are like me you 
have made adjustments to the new normal, and you are discovering that life 
goes on even in a pandemic.  People still need our prayers, we can still find 
buried treasure in His word, and God still has work for us to do.  As I sit in 
my office looking out at a new morning I am reminded of the Prophet  
Jeremiah’s Lamentations 3:22-23, “The steadfast love of the Lord never  
ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great 
is your faithfulness.” 
 
It is times like these that we remember our blessings that have carried us 
through this period.  In my own life I have been in contact with family more 
than I have in previous years.  People I have spoken with have shared the 
same observations.  I have come to know more neighbors and have shared 
our experiences with one another.  I am more engaged with what is going on 
in our community as well.  I pray that you have discovered that although we 
are social distancing, we are not in isolation.  We can be engaged with the 
community around us and with one another as much as we can through so 
many avenues we were not used to before. 
 
I encourage you to reach out and touch another life today.  Make a phone call 
to family, send a card to a friend, seek out where the Lord is at work and join 
him!  You were chosen for good works, and the one who began a good work 
among you will bring it to completion.  God Bless. 
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I love speaking with people who don’t know Jesus yet.  I love speaking with 
people who are not open to anything about  God, the Bible, the Church.  I love 
speaking with people who are suspicious of anything spiritual.  I am fascinated 
by not only how they see the world but also how they got there and what keeps 
them there.  I do my best to listen to them, to understand their points of view, 
affirming what I can affirm as well as questioning what I am able to question.  I 
have much to learn. 
 
Jesus listened to people well, and he showed his disciples how to be in  
community together.  When Jesus called Simon the Zealot and Matthew to be in 
his company, Jesus was bringing together people who would NEVER associate 
with one another.  Simon the Zealot would have no issues with using force to 
kick out Rome.  Matthew the Tax Collector would have no problem profiting 
off of his own countrymen by collaborating with Rome to help them get their 
taxes.  Tax collectors were both religious and social outcasts.  They touched 
Gentile things and they were sell outs. 
 
When Jesus called Matthew (aka Levi) to follow him, he left his work table and 
opened up his dinner table to Jesus.  He throws a huge dinner party and invited 
his friends to meet his new rabbi.  Jesus had no problems calling Matthew to 
follow him and he had no issues with eating with Matthew and his tax  
collecting buddies.  The devout religious leaders did however take incredible 
offense at this.   
 
In Matthew chapter 9, we are told that the Pharisees (the Bible-believing, law-
obeying laymen) did not speak to Jesus directly about this; instead, they 
launched their attack of disagreement against Jesus’ disciples.  “Why does your 
teacher (not ours) eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  Translation: why does 
your rabbi eat from the same bowl with unclean people who don’t obey the 
laws of Moses, especially the Sabbath.  If these people are not welcomed in the 
local synagogue, then why is your teacher (who should know better) eating with 
them and creating bonds of friendship with them?  Perhaps they thought that 
sinful people should be shamed from a distance and when they change their 
ways, then and only then could they be examined and perhaps be given reentry 
into good standing with us and with God. 

Continue on page 6 
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Jesus overhears this commotion.  In those days, dinner parties were fluid 
events.  People who were not invited to sit at the table were permitted to be in 
the same room with their backs against the wall. Jesus said in reply, “Those 
who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn 
what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the 
righteous but sinners.” 
 
Jesus corrects their separatist theology in two ways: first with common sense 
and second with Scripture.  First, Jesus says, doctors see sick people.  What’s 
the point of being physician if you only see healthy people?  Jesus is saying 
that his eating with them is like a physician caring for the sick.  Listening to 
people and sharing a meal with people who feel far from God is a healing  
ministry.  And second, Jesus quotes Hosea 6:6 and uses Scripture to correct 
their critique and slander.  He tells them to leave and to learn what Hosea says.  
God desires mercy, not sacrifice.   
 
It’s not enough to make ritual offerings and sacrifices to God or for God if 
your whole plan is to use those sacrifices to somehow make it appear that you 
love God  and are religious, while at the same time you have no plans to  
surrender your life to God.  How do we know we love God?  By how much we 
love our neighbor.  How do we know we have a transformed heart for God?  
When we have a heart of mercy for others who have wronged us.  Jesus says, 
go (stop criticizing me) and learn the heart of the gospel. God wants to see our 
hearts transformed in such a way that the mercy God showers us with  
overflows onto everyone around us, especially the people who need God’s 
healing mercies. 
 
The best way to live for Jesus is to live like Jesus.  Has it ever occurred to you 
that the very people you don’t want to associate with are the very people that 
God is calling you to show his mercy on?  When we live like him and for him, 
we will find resistance like he endured but we will also see the lost be found 
and the sick be healed. 



7 

Choosing to Rejoice : A Daily Habit 
 

Back to school sure looks different than it ever has before this September 
in the year 2020. When we had the hunch that schools would not be  
returning in person in the fall, we quickly moved our younger children to 
a small private school in the hopes that they would have a stronger chance 
of re-opening. We made some financial sacrifices to do so but felt strongly 
that this was the right thing for our family. But if 2020 has taught me  
anything, it has been to expect the unexpected, be flexible and that there 
are some things I just can’t control. Kids going back to school is just one 
of the things that I can’t control, no matter how much kicking and 
screaming I do. But there is one thing I can control: and that is the tone I 
set for my children (as well as my students who I’m teaching on zoom). 
This last Monday my 3rd and 5th graders came with me to my classroom 
and set up their work stations for as long as this distance learning lasts. I 
prewarned my students that I might be interrupted from time to time and 
asked for their flexibility as I juggled their needs with the needs of my 
students. I’m grateful for a supportive boss who welcomed my children 
into my classroom and is compassionate with teachers who are attempting 
this crazy balancing act. The first day was everything I had imagined it 
would be: a total nightmare. I’m not sure anyone got anything done and I 
definitely had two kids crying at one point, a couple of tantrums and my 
youngest stood up at 11am and announced: “I’m done.” (hint: He still had 
an hour and a half to go!) I came home in a terrible mood, didn’t speak to 
my husband (it’s all his fault - right?) and left the family to go do a 
workout. (Not sure anyone wanted me around anyway in my state!) This 
morning, when I came before the Lord for a time of prayer and reading 
(crucial during this season) I laughed aloud at the scripture from 
Philippians 4 that the Lord had prepared for me: 
 
“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your  
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving , 
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends 
all understanding , will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ  
Jesus.” 

continue on page 8 
 
 



Notice that Paul doesn’t just tell us to rejoice once. He repeats it. And that  
second time he chooses to use an exclamation point. He doesn’t just say it, he 
commands it! I was not so gently reminded that joy is not something optional as 
a believer but required. We were built for worship and praising Him and  
rejoicing in Him. Even when it’s difficult. Maybe especially when it’s difficult. 
I cannot tell you the difference that scripture made on that following day. I 
made a 180 in my attitude and I truly enjoyed my day with both my students 
and my boys. I am praying for all of you teachers in our OPC community. We 
have a daunting task before us but I know you and your love for your students 
and your incredible work ethic and your creativity and ability to flex and shift 
with it all. Your joy gives them joy - so may you have a full portion of it each 
day. I am also praying for the parents and grandparents who are supervising 
their kids and often balancing their work at the same time. We cannot and will 
not be able to do it all and I pray that you will find moments of grace each day 
and remember to care for yourselves so you can care for your loved ones. Find 
something that brings you joy even in a moment and delight in it. And lastly, 
I’m praying for all of these beautiful children- that they will rise above these 
circumstances and choose joy because they see the people in charge of them 
choosing it. May His favor be behind them, beside them and before them… 
Amen. 



Distance Learning: 
form of remote education where the student 

is not physically present for the lesson. 

Please pray for our students, teachers, 

parents, administration and all involved 

in decisions that involve our children and 

grandchildren.  
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Virtual View from the Choir Loft 
 

By this time in August I would have 
had two or three choir rehearsals with 
my singing family.  We would have 
spent more time talking and sharing 
than singing.  September 6 would have 
been our big opening for One Church 
and communion. Instead we are going 
to “virtually sing” together.  It will be 
another learning curve for our church 
choir and our congregation as a whole.  
We will spend time on the computer  
singing together and learning parts and 
then recording.   
 
This is the time for you to consider joining our choir, even just for this  
virtual season.  We meet on Thursday nights starting at 630pm.  I cannot 
wait to Praise God in his Sanctuary soon. If you are interested in joining 
our virtual choir please email me mbrough@smjuhsd.org. Let’s get this 
heavenly choir Raising the Roof  
 

I will give thanks to the Lord because he does what is right. I will sing the 
praises of the name of the Lord Most High. 
 
I will sing praise to the Lord. He has been so good to me. 
 
So my heart will sing your praises. I can’t keep silent. Lord, my God, I will 
praise you forever. 
 
My spirit, wake up! Harp and lyre, wake up! I want to sing and make music 
before the sun rises. 

mailto:mbrough@smjuhsd.org
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 October 1 of this year marks my 3 year OPC anniversary. Time flies 
when you are having fun! I am still so very much a rookie in the ministry. I 
am humbled knowing there is much to learn and that learning is a constant 
and healthy growing process. I enjoy being with other ministry leaders and 
I crave the knowledge and expertise those with experience possess. Those 
who teach are in constant need of being taught. 

 I recently attended an online training event sponsored by Axis 
(partnered with ECO) titled “Community Leader Intensive.” This training 
focused on the culture and needs of the next generation. The training blew 
me away. This was a training where conservative Christians did not hold 
back and no topic was off limits. My heart was softened to the needs, strug-
gles, joys, opportunities, ambitions, roadblocks, and future of the children 
and youth of America today. This next generation of kids and teenagers are 
the future of the church. Our understanding of who they are and our spiritu-
al investment in them is valuable. 

Jesus is a perfect example of a being who came down and stepped 
boldly, but humbly, into a culture not of His own. Jesus came with grace. 
He showed up full of care and the desire to invest in others. Jesus under-
stands the larger picture. He walked with people. He ate with them. Jesus is 
an investor in Kingdom Work and so are we! 

I would like to encourage you to pray for the opening of your hearts 
and minds to the value of learning. God’s Word is a perfect place to start! 
There is much that we can learn from each other as well. Lean on our 
church family. We are here for each other. The Holy Spirit is at work. What 
are you open to learning about today?  

 

God bless you…my brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Jenn Malone 
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[Completed puzzle  

on page 15] 
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993 Patterson Rd., Orcutt, CA 93455 

P.O. Box 2178 , Santa Maria, CA 93457 

805-937-4974 

Web site: orcuttpres.org 

Email: info@orcuttpres.org 

*Text 805-324-6617 to give* 


