
  



2 

Staff 
Bruce Lethbridge  Senior Pastor    bruce@orcuttpres.org 

Israel Gonzales  Associate Pastor   israel@orcuttpres.org 

Garry Grant   Commissioned Lay Pastor  garry@orcuttpres.org 

Mike Aguillon  Commissioned Lay Pastor  mike@orcuttpres.org 

Jae Kim   Pastoral Intern   jaekimslo@gmail.com 

Jenn Malone   Dir. of Children/Family Min. jenn@orcuttpres.org 

Amy Curti   Celebration Music Director  amy@orcuttpres.org 

Michael Wilson  Business Administrator         businessadmin@orcuttpres.org 

Meredith Brough  Choir Director    

Haroldine Roberts  Organist     

Jerrie Harper   Session/Clerk of Session  clerk@orcuttpres.org 

Julie Coolidge  Wedding Coordinator   

Josh Kerley   Worship Technical Support       joshuakerley116@gmail.com 

Enrique Ochoa  Maintenance 

Cindy Baeza   Church Secretary   info@orcuttpres.org 

993 Patterson Rd., Orcutt, CA 93455 

P.O. Box 2178 , Santa Maria, CA 93457 

805-937-4974 

Web site: orcuttpres.org 

Email: info@orcuttpres.org 

*Text 805-324-6617 to give* 

One Church Sunday Live Stream @ 9:30AM on  

Facebook. Sermon is also available on the website.  
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How Long? 
 

Then I said, “Lord, how long?”      
                                            - Isaiah 6:11a  

We have now had six weeks of virtual Church at OPC.  I am thankful for the 
faithful servants with technical gifts who have made this possible, and I am 
growing increasingly more comfortable with speaking to a camera on Sunday 
mornings, in part because I think of the faces of our congregation in my mind 
while I look at the lens.  But I have to confess to you that it is just not the same.  
I want to see you face to face in worship, in person.  I am getting “virtually” fed 
up.  I know I am not the only one who feels that way. 
 
I want you to know that such feelings are part of being human.  Many times in 
Scripture the people of God or his prophets feel overwhelmed or frustrated and 
cry out, “How long?”  This is not an expression of a lack of faith, but rather our 
own limitations.  The good news is that God knows this, and he is not quick to 
anger at such sentiments.  He is with us even when we are confused or stressed.  
He is gentle with us at such times, and lets us blow off steam so that we can 
come to a place where we can receive again his word to trust him, even or  
perhaps especially for the things we don’t fully understand. 
 
No one I know anticipated such a moment in our lives as this, such a complete 
overturning of our daily routines.  On my refrigerator is a magnetic schedule 
for my baseball team’s 2020 season, which now may be lost altogether.  But 
that pales next to my being the only steadily employed person in my family at 
present.  It is a year unlike any other.  But this is the time we live in.  And it is 
here that we must learn to trust God is working even when we can’t see it.   
 
How strange is this time?  Parents wish they were back at work, children wish 
they were back at school.  We all miss the familiar, the rhythms and patterns of 
life we all took for granted.  We all want to get back to “normal.”  We want the 
future to be a mirror of our seemingly stable past.  But it never is.  You cannot 
go through a major event like this and resume life completely as before.  And 
we can’t even begin to know what that will look like for a while yet, as we wait 
for shelter at home orders to be lifted.  
 

continue on page 4  
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I want to assure you that as soon as we are able we will gather again at OPC.  
But in the meantime we must continue to wait, one day, one week at a time, 
trusting God and loving our neighbor.  We must keep in contact with each other 
as we are able.  We must look out for those who are in places of stress, whether 
that be because they are alone or because their house is unexpectedly crowded 
these days.   
 
This is a special issue of the Crosslink that is being mailed out to all our local 
OPC family and friends.  In this issue our staff will be offering reflections on 
how this time has affected them and how they are responding.  You will see that 
we are indeed all in this together.  Please take time to read the whole issue.  If 
you are able, an addressed envelope is enclosed so that you may continue to  
support the ministry of church financially.  I would ask that all of us please  
continue to pray for our church family on this journey.  I don’t know how long it 
will be, but I do know the Lord is with us. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Bruce 
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2020 has turned out to be a challenging year.  It’s challenging when you get 
confronted with losses, with fear, and with a sense of not being in control.  As a 
basketball fan who watched Kobe Bryant grow up and develop as a phenom, I 
was already finding 2020 difficult way before COVID-19 took the world by 
storm. 
 
We’re not out of the storm, but Jesus is with us. Like the first disciples, we often 
forget that Jesus is in the boat with us, even if he is napping.  They were afraid 
for their lives.  They felt helpless.  They felt alone perhaps, even though they 
were with each other.  Fear has a way of uncovering our foundation that we rest 
our very existence on. This pandemic is no idle threat as it is spreading around 
the world (and hopefully lessening), but the hysteria that exists in some places 
only adds to the level of fear and anxieties in our community.  
 
We’ve seen empty shelves because many have responded by stocking up for 
winter. My prayer is that we’ll get to know our neighbors more.  Their names, 
their needs, their stories.  Anxiety and fear usually isolates people even more 
but let it not be said of those who follow Jesus.  I am proud to be a part of our 
church that serves in Jesus’ name.   
 
When Jesus calmed the storm, he was letting his disciples know that they could 
trust him when all looks lost and hopeless.  Jesus always talked about the heart 
because that’s where our treasured priorities and loves really are found.  While 
we may be fearful of this or that, we never stay there because Jesus is with us.   
 
Christians have faced much worse circumstances than any virus. Our story is 
tied to theirs.  They have been hounded, persecuted, maligned, beaten, passed 
over for jobs, scapegoated and killed. Throughout history, Christians have laid 
down their lives for the sake of others whether in an antagonistic ancient Rome, 
the dark ages black death and the Bubonic plague, in the death camps of WWII 
Germany, the dark shadows of racism in our own country or the streets of our 
downtowns.  
 
 
 

continue on page 6 
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For generations, Christians have clung to their relationship with the living 
Christ and the promise of life after death, which freed them to live exemplary, 
loving, even heroic lives of service to others. From these roots, they have lived 
beyond fear and anxiety to give themselves in service to others at their own per-
sonal risk, knowing that they were following Christ’s passions; his example of 
love without measure, generous compassion and grace and laying down one’s 
life for their friends. 
 
So, I’m proud to be with you.  I love that we are focusing on Christ and our 
neighbor.  It’s been so challenging for me.  I want this to end.  I can’t wait to 
simply be with people without fear, without masks, without only take-out or 
drive-thru meals.  I want sit down and break bread with people again.  I’m 
grateful for Zoom but there are days when I am zoomed out.  None of this mat-
ters in the end.  What only matters is how we love God and one another.  So, 
let’s be grateful for those who serve us and join their numbers, and let us com-
mit ourselves to Christ who sends us into the world to make disciples. 
 
Also, thanks leaning into our online platforms.  Spread the word.  Share the link 
with your friends and neighbors.  Aren’t you glad that even in the midst of this, 
we have become more accessible as a church?  Facebook, Vimeo, and YouTube 
along with our website has made our front door bigger. 
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 I have been reminded of the importance of “not worrying” as stay-at-
home orders continue for our community. Worry is allowing one’s mind to 
dwell on difficulty or troubles. Worry cannot exist if we do not allow it to.  
Worry is a choice. I have found this to be profound during these times. In the 
book of Matthew, God states, “Do Not Worry”. The book of Philippians brings 
a comforting message on worry. “Do not be anxious about anything, but in  
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7). So why do we 
worry? Why do we allow our very own heart and mind to succumb to  
something that troubles us? God tells us not to do it, so we need to go to Him in 
prayer with those things that are troubling our minds, hearts and souls. Pray that 
God will safe-guard you from troubling thoughts. 
 
 We are in unique and interesting times. My children have tried to  
convince me that they are the “only ones”. The “only ones” who have to do 
classes online. The “only ones” who are frustrated having to be home. The 
“only ones” who can’t take a vacation to Disneyland. The “only ones” who 
have to do chores. It goes on and on… I have found myself reminding them that 
we are all in this together. We are united in our experiences, frustrations, losses, 
hopes and joys. We are united in the world moving at a slower pace. We are 
united more than we can even understand. There is comfort in knowing we are 
not alone. There is comfort in knowing God is in control. 
 
 My husband and I lost a friend of ours this past week to suicide. We have 
known our friend for many years. He stood as a groomsman in our wedding. 
Our precious friend struggled with internal feelings of loneliness and  
hopelessness. He struggled with the darkness and sickness that worry thrives in. 
I want to encourage you, church family, to please reach out to others... 
especially during these challenging times. Reach out for your health and  
well-being. Reach out for the sake of others. Take this time to understand that 
you are not alone. There is support. Shine like crazy in the darkness. We are in 
this journey together.  

 
continue on page 8 

 



 Today marks my first day of my Orange Conference 2020! I will be  
attending the conference, online, for the next 3 days. Orange is the company 
that creates our Sunday School curriculum and our fabulous VBS programs. 
Orange reflects the heart of the home (red) and mixes that with the light of the 
church (yellow). That partnership creates a beautiful, vibrant Orange!  
Churches are highly influential in the lives of the young when they partner 
with families. This model of teaching and love impacts sticky faith and creates 
a life-long love of Christ. I am looking forward to this training and pray I can 
bring the energy and creativity to our Children’s Ministry. 
 
 I hope and pray you all know that you are in my daily prayers. The 
church campus is a very different place without you there. The void is evident. 
You are missed and you are loved. God bless you…my brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 
 
Jenn Malone 



View from the Choir Loft: 
 
I am in a unique situation during this quarantine.  I have children old 
enough (and don’t tell them I said this) mature enough to be home 
alone or to go out and “entertain” themselves.  I had an amazing event 
happen in my living room the other day and I’d like to share that with 
you:  
 
My sons were born and spent the first several years of their lives living 
across the street from Grover Beach Presbyterian Church (now called 
Coastal Community Church).  I worked at the church full time as music 
director and children/youth ministry director. They did not know that 
church was a place to visit on Sunday’s.  
They treated it like their home.  They 
had their favorite toys hidden there so 
they’d have an excuse to have to come 
to the church during the week.  Quite 
often they “helped” me lead worship on 
Sundays.  
 
During this time of quarantine and self 
isolation my younger son Caleb shared 
with me  “while he does not believe in 
this God stuff and religion”, his  
memories of being around the church 
and church people are all wonderful.  
“Mom, they were always hugging me and smiling.  They were kind to us 
even when we were being little demons running around the building. 
They loved on us.”    
 
That statement had a powerful effect on me.  I immediately made the 
correlation of God being merciful and kind “even when I’m being a  
little demon.”  What a unique opportunity to share God’s great mercy 
and love and how it has impacted my life with Caleb.  He sees me go to 
church every Thursday and Sunday and work but he rarely gets to see 
me spend time in worship or my bible time or prayer time.   
 

continue on page 10 
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So he and I had a heart to heart talk on our shaggy blue couch about the 
wideness of God’s mercy and His overwhelming love for us.   
 
The seeds that were planted in his heart back at GB Presbyterian by  
Sunday school teachers, congregants, and the pastors were able to be  
watered and nurtured.  The seeds have not come to fruition but I know 
God’s time is not our own.  I continue to: 
 

“Trust and obey, for there is no other way 
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. “ 

 
Singing for Christ – Meredith  
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April was a very busy month for the Emergency Food Distribution here at 
OPC.  It was also a month of change.  Our number went from the mid 
400’s to the mid 500’s per week as the month progressed.  This totaled 
close to 2000 families.  We began the month having to prepare our own 
bags, and finished the month with the dry good bags being prepared by 
the Foodbank.  This did save us a lot of time and work, but some miss the 
fellowship that came with the socially distant assembly lines!  
 
We began the month with a simple two car drive through our parking lot 
and finished the month with cars jammed in anyway they would fit.  We 
began with neighborhood complaints about the traffic and ended with a 
much smoother plan that kept some traffic off Bradley.  This took a lot of 
ingenuity on the part of our parking lot team. 
 
We began with age restrictions on our volunteers and ended April  
allowing anyone who is willing and able to help.  Every week we have 
had new volunteers, and we are so thankful that many get to experience 
the joy of sharing what God has provided. 
 
Things continue to grow and change.  We have been contacted by  
members of the community who want to help in a variety of ways.  Some 
have asked to help with bagging and parking, some have wanted to help 
financially, and just recently a member of the agricultural community 
wants to partner with us as well.   
 
It is our hope that through this act of service our God is honored and our 
neighbors see the face of Jesus in the smiles of our volunteers.  Keep us 
in your prayers as we continue to grow and change.  
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MINISTRY DURING A PANDEMIC 
 
You would think a pandemic, social distancing and a “Stay At Home  
Order” from the Governor of California would make a person’s life lonely, 
and boring.  But that is not the case.  I feel busier now than I did before all 
this began.  In fact, I’m grateful for the additional time I am able to spend 
in my office getting work done!  Taking two classes at Gordon Conwell 
Seminary, participating on two Presbytery Committees (one of which I am 
the chair), attending council and ECO meetings, being on staff at OPC, 
preaching, and discipling two individuals, I am learning more than I ever 
wanted to know about using a computer!  I should be qualified to be a  
pilot because I am “zooming” everywhere.  I give thanks to God every 
morning for the resources he provides to keep up with all the needs in 
ministry, and for his strength and love to continue to serve.  I also want to 
thank all of you for your calls, notes, and kind words.  It has really been a 
pleasure to see everyone on zoom and those wonderful photos you send in 
and air before our service.  God Bless all of you who work at the pantry 
every Friday. It’s such a marvelous ministry during this time.  Kay and I 
are blessed to be part of this church and we can’t wait to share a word 
from God and a meal with all of you.  Stay healthy, and please stay home 
whenever possible. 
Blessings to all,  
 
Pastor Mike 
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How Serving Has Saved Me 
-Amy Curti 
 
In these past 6 weeks + of sheltering in place I have had the very 
awesome privilege of still getting to gather (my favorite word) with a 
small part of our church family, several times each week, in the name of 
service. Being an extrovert, Enneagram 7…..I don’t do well on my own 
for long. I get my energy from being around other people and con-
necting in community. Before mid-March, my life was consumed with 
teaching, directing and leading others. There was never a Wednesday or 
a Friday that I could have devoted to serving in the Food Pantry because 
I would have been in a  
classroom or picking up children or working with clients. The  
shelter-in-place order made it possible for my days to open up to 
serving in a larger capacity than ever. This has been a season of 
innovation and re-invention…inspiration and creation. It is all around us 
and it is good. The pantry now serves over 500 families a week and I get 
the chance to smile and greet hundreds of  
people in a car line. It is the greatest privilege to serve not only our OPC 
family but the community as a whole and I think it has saved my life over 
this season. I have also been so blessed to serve our church in our Sun-
day services and feel so grateful that I get to be in that sanctuary and 
sing with you via live-stream. 
 
What has been saving you through this season of shelter-in-place? How 
have you been served by others and how have you been able to serve? 
Christ modeled a life of service to His  
disciples- and never has there been - in my lifetime - a greater space to 
practice this model. I want to thank all of you who have served me and 
served alongside me….it continues to lift my eyes outward and upward. 
 
 

continue on page 14 
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Romans 12: 9-13 
 
“Love must be sincere. hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 
Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above your-
selves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving 
the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction , 
faithful in prayer. Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. 
Practice hospitality.” 
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3  Reta Lenerville, Pastor Bruce & Jeanne Lethbridge,  
 Connie Logeman and Casa of Hope, Ana Long, Susan Long, 
10  David & Lisa Long, Ron & Peache Lopez, Ron & Stacey Lovell, 
 Aranya Lutz, Jean Mackenzie, Evelyn MacKinnon, Jan Madruga, 
17  Jake & Jenn Malone [Nathan, Sunday], Rosalie Matthews,  
 Mark & Sue McGilvray, Aurora Mendez, Scott Merrell, Mike Metz, 
 Patricia Meyer, 
24  Charlie & Jennifer Miller, Robert Miller, Paul & Lola Moe, 
 Steve Morgan, Myrna Mucci, Terry & Debbie Millikin, 
31  Julio & Desi Munar [Raiden, Ryu], Jim & Nancy Murphy, 
 Greg & Norene Nims, Betty Noonan, Bruce & Vero Oropeza 
 [Dominic, Savannah]. 

If you are in need of prayer,  
please contact one of the following: 
 
   Church Office…….937-4974 
   Janice Holland…...937-5455 
   Rosalie Matthews..937-3439 

 
or email the church office at orcuttpres.org 

 
your request will be shared with and prayed for by a group of prayer-s.  
 
there are prayer request cards in the sanctuary pews or on the  
information table in Wedaa Hall. 
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8 Vern Eason 

9 Juan Acosta Sr. 

 Don Copeland 

11 Maureen Sanders 

12 Barry Schneider 

13 Del English 

 Jae Kim 

16 Stacey Lovell 

19 Carol Rose 

26 Tony Escobedo 

28 Don Engelbrecht 

05/15/1971 Glenn & Pat Prezkop 

05/17/2003 Clint & Susan Freeland 

05/17/1980 David & Lisa Long 
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