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Staff 

Bruce Lethbridge  Senior Pastor    bruce@orcuttpres.org 

Israel Gonzales  Associate Pastor   israel@orcuttpres.org 

Garry Grant   Commissioned Lay Pastor  garry@orcuttpres.org 

Mike Aguillon  Commissioned Lay Pastor  mike@orcuttpres.org 

Jae Kim   Pastoral Intern   jaekimslo@gmail.com 

Jenn Malone   Dir. of Children/Family Min. jenn@orcuttpres.org 

Amy Curti   Celebration Music Director  amy@orcuttpres.org 

Michael Wilson  Business Administrator         businessadmin@orcuttpres.org 

Dennis Sligh   Facilities Maintenance Tech  

Meredith Brough  Choir Director    

Haroldine Roberts  Organist     

Jerrie Harper   Session/Clerk of Session  clerk@orcuttpres.org 

Julie Coolidge  Wedding Coordinator   

Josh Kerley   Worship Technical Support       joshuakerley116@gmail.com 

Cindy Baeza   Church Secretary   info@orcuttpres.org 

993 Patterson Road, Orcutt 

805-937-4974 

Web site: orcuttpres.org 

Email: info@orcuttpres.org 
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In The Beginning 

 
As we start a new year and a new decade, on January 19 we will begin a  
sermon series in the very beginning of Scripture, the Book of Genesis.  Genesis 
is the foundation for everything that follows in Scripture.  Without an accurate 
understanding of Genesis, we cannot fully appreciate what God speaks to us in 
the rest of his Word, in either the Old or New Testament. 
 
From the first stories of creation through the faith journeys of Abraham, Jacob, 
and Joseph, Genesis shows what God intended, what was lost, and how God’s 
grace is the great hope of his people in every era.  I hope you will be able to 
join us. 
 
I also want to encourage as many of you as possible to attend the Annual  
Meeting of our church on Sunday, January 26, at 11:00AM.  We will be not just 
reviewing the past year but detailing some of what the new year will bring,  
including an important change in Pastor Israel’s call. 
 
May the truth and love of Jesus Christ be our strength and guide in the year  
before us. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Bruce 
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When Israel went through the exile, they no doubt had many questions 
why they had gone through it at all.  Didn’t God love them? Wasn’t God 
strong enough to save them from this embarrassment?  Couldn’t God 
save them from Babylon they way he saved them from Egypt.  It’s in this 
context that God speaks through the prophet in chapters 40 and on.   

 

ISAIAH 43:18 

18“Do not call to mind the former things, or ponder things of the 
past.  

19“Behold, I will do something new, now it will spring forth; 
         Will you not be aware of it? 
         I will even make a roadway in the wilderness, 
         Rivers in the desert.  

20“The beasts of the field will glorify Me, the jackals and the ostrich-
es, 
         Because I have given waters in the wilderness 
         And rivers in the desert, to give drink to My chosen people.  

21“The people whom I formed for Myself will declare My praise.  

22“Yet you have not called on Me, O Jacob; 
         But you have become weary of Me, O Israel. 

 

The command to NOT remember is very unusual considering most of 
the time, God commanded his people to make markers, altars, and ways 
for God’s people TO remember.  The Passover meal is a reminder that 
God saves and how God saved them – without any effort on their part.  
So, why does God speak through Isaiah to NOT remember the Red Sea 
anymore?   
 
It’s simple.  God wanted Israel to understand that he was strong enough 
to save them from Egypt from physical bondage and he allowed them to 
be plundered by Babylon because he wanted them to be delivered from 
the spiritual bondage of idolatry.  

continue on page 5 

https://biblehub.com/isaiah/43-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/isaiah/43-19.htm
https://biblehub.com/isaiah/43-20.htm
https://biblehub.com/isaiah/43-21.htm
https://biblehub.com/isaiah/43-22.htm
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There are consequences for sin.  We do our best to cover up our sin, 
to minimize it, to blame everybody else, but sooner or later, it all comes 
crashing down.  God allows people to get what they want so that they 
can turn to him out of need.  My mentor says, “You don’t need God  
until you need God.”   
 
God is doing a new thing.  The new thing is salvation based on grace 
and not performance.  Serving God because you want God.  Having 
your thirst quenched even in the driest of seasons and places.  God 
says to you and to me, “Stop looking back and wondering where I was.  
I am here now.  Call on me.  Don’t get tired of reaching out to me.  I am 
here to heal you, save you, and satisfy you as you seek me.”   
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I want to thank this church family for supporting the Christmas Musical,  
parade and potluck dinner. I know that the holiday season presents many  
commitments and other options for families. It means a lot to the children and 
to the ministry to have people support what is happening here at OPC in a 
fierce way. The children who participated in this year’s musical are already 
signed up for the next one! Praise God! 
 
 Lego Camp is Saturday, Jan. 4 in Wedaa Hall from 9am-12noon.  
Children preschool through 6th grade are welcome to attend. We have a few 
spots left so please do not wait to sign children up. This day camp fills  
quickly! Children will learn the value of being creatively and beautifully 
made. God’s love is a great big love and He knit us intricately together in the 
womb. Unfortunately, our culture tries to teach our children that the unborn 
are disposable. It is the church’s responsibility to present the truth. If we do 
not value who we are from God’s perspective, then we are discouraging and 
robbing an entire generation of hope. Hope that only comes from the Lord.  
 
 Our Threshold Brownie fundraiser was a success! Thank you for  
supporting this important ministry. We raised enough funds to send 2 of our 
Chinese University students to another year of school. We even have a little 
extra to help them purchase school supplies. May these students know and  
understand that we are Christians by our love. God is good! 
 
 It’s hard to believe, but VBS 2020 is in full swing as far as the planning 
is concerned. I have received the curriculum, music, snack ideas, games and 
crafts from Orange. To say I am excited is an understatement. If you feel the 
Lord calling you to serve at VBS, please let me know! You will be blessed! 
This summer’s VBS program will be held the last week in June.  
 
 Our Agape Junior High youth will be attending Forest Home Winter 
Camp January 10-12. Please keep the children in your prayers. God has great 
plans and I am blessed to be a part of this journey. Our youth are on fire for 
God and understand Kingdom work. Sticky faith is present. 
 
 God bless you…my brothers and sisters in Christ. 
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Dear Beloved Church Family, 
 
I am very excited for 2020 and all the good work that God has in store for 
us!  
 
This past month, we transitioned to a new Elder for the Celebration Service: 
Paul Allen and I found myself breathing a huge sigh of relief. Most of you 
know that I have been “two timing” you all for the past year and a half as 
both a part-time paid staff member as Worship Director and also as a  
volunteer Elder. The two roles often felt blurry and I also struggled with not 
having an Elder to “report to” or “run things by”. Quite frankly, I felt like an 
Army of One a lot of the time. Then along came Paul and when I proposed 
his coming onto leadership in the church he readily accepted. This is the 
right time for him to support the Church Board of Directors and with his 
wing-lady: Alexandra (Chrissy) who has stepped on as a Hospitality Deacon 
- we are in extremely capable and loving hands. Paul and Chrissy have been 
faithful to set up the coffee stations and tables outside most Sundays and  
believe strongly (as I do!) that the two services should merge every Sunday 
to “do life together” as ONE church family. There are many of us that wish 
we could attend both services each Sunday (we love tradition and we also 
love all things “new”) and we miss out on hearing the praises and prayer  
requests of all each week. For many, and I wouldn’t have been able to say 
this two years ago, we favor the ONE service over any services held at OPC. 
The diverse, multi-generational, multi-cultural nature of the ONE service is 
something you do not find at just any church campus and I feel so very 
blessed that I can call Orcutt Presbyterian my home. Lastly, I want to share 
my absolute delight in the fact that I only led music once in our Advent  
season. We have had many leaders emerge who have a heart to lead worship 
and desire to bring God’s people into His presence with songs of praise. This 
is exactly why I was called to be Celebration Worship Director: to raise up 
new leaders within our Service.  

 
 
 

continue on page 8 



This should never be a one man show and the fact that you don’t see me behind 
the piano every Sunday means God is at work, stirring up the hearts of others to 
serve and use the gifts He has given them!  
 
Let us Rejoice as we celebrate all of God’s goodness to us- may we continue to 
seek His Righteousness and commit to obey Him as we walk closely with Him 
and alongside one another!  
 
In His Service, Amy 



 

Route 66 Bible Study  

Sunday, September 8 @ 10:45AM 

in the Fireside Room 

with Pastor Garry 

Studies for Men 

 

Men’s Discipleship - [2nd & 4th Monday of the month] 

                  7PM in the Fireside Room 

 

Wise Men’s Group with Dave Deboer    

[1st and 3rd Thursday of every month]  

                10:00AM in the Fireside Room.    
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Sun Mon Tue Wed

   1 

5 
9:30AM One Church Service/S 
Followed by Brunch / WH 
 
5:30PM Joyful Noise/S 
6:30PM Kids for Christ/YB 

6 7 
7:30AM Brown Bag/WH 
 
6PM Jr. High/OPC 

8 
 

12 
9AM Celebration Service/WH 
9:30AM Heritage Service/S 
10:45AM Route 66 Bible Study/
FR 
 
5:30PM Joyful Noise/S 
6:30PM Kids for Christ/YB 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
7PM Men’s Discipleship/FR 

14 
 
 
6PM Jr. High/OPC 
7PM Session Meeting/FR 

15 
 
3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR
6PM High School/OPC

19 
9AM Celebration Service/WH 
9:30AM Heritage Service/S 
10:45AM Route 66 Bible Study/
FR 
 
5:30PM Joyful Noise/S 
6:30PM Kids for Christ/YB9AM 

20 21 
7:30AM Brown Bag/WH 
 
6PM Jr. High/OPC 
7PM Deacons Meeting/FR 

22 
 
3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR
6PM High School/OPC

26 
9AM Celebration Service/WH 
9:30AM Heritage Service/S 
 
11AM Annual Meeting/S 
5:30PM Joyful Noise/S 
6:30PM Kids for Christ/YB 

27 
 
 
 
 
7PM Men’s Discipleship/FR 

28 
10:30AM Women’s Bible Study/ 
Sherry Grant’s home 
 
 
6PM Jr. High/OPC 

29 
10AM Women’s Bible Study/FR
 
3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR
6PM High School/OPC

CO = Church Office      S = Sanctuary 

YB = Youth Building [near basketball courts] FR = Fireside Room 

GR = Game Room [near church office]               WH = Wedaa Hall 

FO = Finance Office 
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Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 
10AM Wise Men’s Study/FR 
 
 
1:30PM Meals Ministry/WH 
 
7PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

3 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC 
 
 
6PM M&M Night/WH 

4 
 
9AM to Noon Lego Camp/OPC 
 

9 
10:30AM Wisdom Class/WH 
 
 
 
 
7PM Choir Rehearsal/S 
 

10 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC 

11 

3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR 
6PM High School/OPC 

16 
10AM Wise Men’s Study/FR 
10:30AM Wisdom Class/WH 
 
 
 
7PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

17 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC 

18 

3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR 
6PM High School/OPC 

23 
10:30AM Wisdom Class/WH 
 
 
 
 
7PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

24 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC 

25 

s Bible Study/FR 

3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR 
6PM High School/OPC 

30 
10:30AM Wisdom Class/WH 
 
 
 
 
7PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

31 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC 

 

January 2020 
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“Love One Another” 
By Oswald Chambers 

 
…add to your…brotherly kindness love.  

2 Peter 1:5, 7 
 
Love is an indefinite thing to most of us; we don’t know what we 
mean when we talk about love. Love is the loftiest preference of 
one person for another, and spiritually Jesus demands that this  
sovereign preference be for Himself (see Luke 14:26). Initially, 
when “the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the  
Holy Spirit” (Romans 5:5), it is easy to put Jesus first. But then we 
must practice the things mentioned in 2 Peter 1 to see them 
worked out in our lives. 
The first thing God does is forcibly remove any insincerity, pride, 
and vanity from my life. And the Holy Spirit reveals to me that God 
loved me not because I was lovable, but because it was His nature 
to do so. Now He commands me to show the same love to others by 
saying, “…love one another as I have loved you” (John 15:12). He is 
saying, “I will bring a number of people around you whom you  
cannot respect, but you must exhibit My love to them, just as I have 
exhibited it to you.” This kind of love is not a patronizing love for 
the unlovable— it is His love, and it will not be evidenced in us  
overnight. Some of us may have tried to force it, but we were soon 
tired and frustrated. 
“The Lord…is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should 
perish…” (2 Peter 3:9). I should look within and remember how  
wonderfully He has dealt with me. The knowledge that God has 
loved me beyond all limits will compel me to go into the world to 
love others in the same way. I may get irritated because I have to 
live with an unusually difficult person. But just think how  
disagreeable I have been with God! Am I prepared to be identified 
so closely with the Lord Jesus that His life and His sweetness will 
be continually poured out through Me? Neither natural love nor 
God’s divine love will remain and grow in me unless it is nurtured. 
Love is spontaneous, but it has to be maintained through discipline. 

https://utmost.org/oswald-chambers-bio
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+14:26
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5:5
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15:12
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3:9
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New Year and New Women’s Bible Study  

      Beginning Tuesday Jan. 28 or Wednesday Jan. 29 

 

     Join Sherry Grant as we take a close look at Jonah:  

Navigating a Life Interrupted 

During this 7 session study, Priscilla Shirer will help us learn  

what to do when God interrupts our lives. Many times, like 

Jonah, we run! But this study will redefine interruption and 

show us that an interruption is actually God’s invitation  

to do something about your dreams. When Jonah was willing 

to allow God to interrupt his life, the result was REVIVAL! 

Please join us for an amazing look into one of God’s most 

interesting prophets. Oh yeah, it’s not about the fish. 

To sign up, call or text Sherry at 805-598-5201 

Tues. 10:30, Sherry’s home & Wed. 10:00, OPC 
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Ladies - take a deep breath and enjoy the holidays with your family and 

loved ones. Remember to allow for a few margins....God created rest for us 

too...it's important! 

 

As you get your new calendars ready for 2020, please mark down these 

dates...looking forward to seeing you! 

January 2020 
                8th - Women’s Bible Studies begin and continue through May     
       (morning and evening) 
February 2020 
                Saturday 15th – Women’s Breakfast 
                (Living Proof Live – Irvine CA 21-22) 
March 2020 
                Friday 20th – Ladies’ Night Out 
April 2020 
       Sunday 12th - Easter 
                Saturday 18th – Women’s Breakfast 
May 2020 – 
                10th – Mother’s Day 
                27th – Women’s Studies End (?) 
June 2020 
                14th – Father’s Day 
July 2020 
       Saturday 18th – Women’s Breakfast 
August 2020 
                Friday 21st – Ladies’ Night Out 
September 2020 
                9th - Women’s Bible studies begin and continue through  
       mid-December (morning and evening) 
October 2020 
        Pastor Appreciation Month 
        Saturday 17th – Women’s Breakfast 
November 2020 
                Thursday 26th – Thanksgiving 
December 2020 
                9th (?) – Women’s Studies End  
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Thank You from Pastor Bruce 

 

I want to thank all those in the congregation who contributed to  

the anonymous Christmas gift which is a great blessing for me and 
my family.  May the Lord bless you for your generosity. 

 

I also want to express gratitude to all those persons  

who sent cards and gifts to brighten my family’s holiday season. 

 

I continue to thank God for the privilege of being your Pastor. 

Sherry and I would like to thank the congregation for their  

generous Christmas gift. It is an honor to serve such a  

thoughtful, caring church.   

Pastor Garry and Sherry Grant 
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1  Louise Huizenga 

 Dick Barrett 

6  Barbara DeBoer 

9  Sharon Henning 

11  Beth Robinson 

12 Robert Miller 

14 Pastor Garry Grant 

15 Mary Jane Ikola 

29 Myrna Mucci 

01/12/1991  John & Margaret Lehr 

 

01/22/2011 Paul & Chrissy Allen  
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5  Dick & Joan Barrett, Denese & Gary Beilke, 
 Cindy Berry, Ross & Kelly Blair, Jon & Kim Blanchard, 
12  Keith & Margie Bowker, Gary & Deborah Bramer, 
 Meredith Brough, Charles & Linn Brown, Sally Burns, 
19  Duane & Maxine Campbell, Lee & Joey Carroll, 
 Elias Casillas & Letty Mendoza, [Bella, Jakob], 
26  Bruce & Diane Christenson, Kim Chudoba, Jim & Julie Colegrove, 
 Steve & Ann Collins, Howard & Julie Coolidge, Don Copeland 

If you are in need of prayer,  
please contact one of the following: 
 
   Church Office…….937-4974 
   Janice Holland…...937-5455 
   Rosalie Matthews..937-3439 

 
or email the church office at orcuttpres.org 

 
your request will be shared with and prayed for by a group of prayer-s.  
 
there are prayer request cards in the sanctuary pews or on the  
information table in Wedaa Hall. 




