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Staff 
Bruce Lethbridge  Senior Pastor    bruce@orcuttpres.org 

Israel Gonzales  Associate Pastor   israel@orcuttpres.org 

Mike Aguillon  Commissioned Lay Pastor  mike@orcuttpres.org 

Rev. Jae Kim   Assistant Pastor   jaekimslo@gmail.com 

Jenn Malone   Dir. of Children/Family Min. jenn@orcuttpres.org 

Amy Curti   Celebration Music Director  amy@orcuttpres.org 

Michael Wilson  Business Administrator         businessadmin@orcuttpres.org 

Meredith Brough  Choir Director          

Haroldine Roberts  Organist     

Jerrie Harper   Session/Clerk of Session  clerk@orcuttpres.org 

Julie Coolidge  Wedding Coordinator   

Josh Kerley   Worship Technical Support       joshuakerley116@gmail.com 

Enrique Ochoa  Maintenance 

Cindy Baeza   Church Secretary   info@orcuttpres.org 
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Christmas: Where God Meets Us 
 

This month begins with much of our nation in lockdown again and a damper  
upon the holiday spirits of many.  But Christmas is not just any holiday, and we 
would do well to remember that.  The Christmas accounts in the Gospels of 
Matthew and Luke tell us that God sent his Son into the world in a time of  
tension, into an occupied land, into a poor family that didn’t even have  
conventional shelter.  We often sugar coat that story in a variety of ways to 
make it more palatable to a culture that has known mostly comfort.  Perhaps this 
year we need to strip the coats of varnish off and discover the real story  
underneath, for there we will find a message of hope that we need to hear now. 
 
It is this child, born into adversity in a variety of ways, who is the Savior, Christ 
the Lord.  When God meets us he does not come into a cozy living room full of 
loved ones, but into a feeding trough where anxious parents wrap him in strips 
of cloth to protect him from the elements.  So many of the details in the story 
are difficult, but that is where God meets us – in our difficulties.  He is with us 
even now as many of us struggle with the limitations, challenges, and health 
fears of this moment.   
 
The Christian faith is unique in its affirmation that somehow in Jesus Christ the 
God who made the universe also became one of us.  It is our faith alone that 
proclaims an empathetic God, One who understands us from the inside out,  
because he has been here and knows all about this often beautiful but very  
broken world.  He is no stranger to our feelings of loneliness.  He understands 
our sadness.  But he also offers to transform those things if we will bring them 
to him. 
 
So this season, rather than focusing on presents we may get, let us instead come 
into the Presence of God in prayer, again and again, every day, bringing  
whatever burdens we may be carrying.  He is able to meet us in this place, and 
bring us the gifts of hope and grace.  May these be the gifts we receive this  
season. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Bruce   
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2020 is almost in the books.  
We’ve lost so much, but we still have so much to be grateful for.   
 
When COVID-19 hit in March, we learned how to go digital, we 
made adjustments, we rallied.  We are truly blessed as a congregation 
to continue to reach out with the love of Christ for the world. We were 
able to move many of our resources online, and God was faithful 
through the dedication and devotion of our covenant partners and  
regular attenders. Thank you so much for your faithful participation, 
giving and tireless prayer support. 
 
Now we found ourselves back in virtual live-streaming after we had 
enjoyed a brief time of indoor services once again. This has been so 
challenging.  It has made me think what “church” really is. When we 
are not able to gather together in person, it makes you weigh and 
measure what is real, what is lasting, and I have come to the  
conclusion that while it would be best to be together in person, we 
must make the best effort to be creative in how we stay connected and 
how we reach out with the gospel of Christ. 
 
Sending boxes all over the world through Operation Christmas Child 
and offering food every Friday are just some of the ways we have  
continued to keep our focus on the mission of showing people what it 
means to be followers of Jesus. 
 
We have had a tough year and there is much to continue to be  
resolved. Let’s continue to pray for our country since in so many  
places in Scripture we are admonished to do so. For example, in 1 
Timothy 2:2, we are called to pray for “those in high positions.” Our 
prayers for those in leadership coupled with service to those in front 
of us will be blessed by God to bring peace. 

continue next page 
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Today, I am thankful, and I am hopeful for all God will do in what 
remains of this year and in the one to come. I hope that I will see  
you in person once again as we pray for God to deliver us from this 
pandemic.  I know that God is doing more than we know and wants 
to bless us more than we can comprehend.  
 
I hope you will join me in thankfulness and hope as we look forward 
with marvelous anticipation of His Glory!  That glory showed up in a 
dark night in Bethlehem many years ago. The Jewish people were 
being ruled by a foreign power. Their taxes were through the roof 
and then some. There had not been a prophet in the land for hundreds 
of years. Life was hard and perhaps it seemed meaningless for many. 
And then, all of sudden, everything changed. The time of waiting 
came to an end.  
 
And who was invited to the birthday party?  
Caesar? No.  
King Herod? No. 
The temple leaders? No. 
The synagogue leaders? No.   
The rich and famous? No. 
It was a group of lowly and highly suspicious shepherds. 
 
The fact that the glory of God surrounded shepherds in the long, dark 
night of waiting can give us hope today that God can still bring peace 
and joy today in surprising ways to us, especially when we open our 
hearts to Jesus. 
 
May God’s glory surround you and fill you with love, joy, and peace 
like never before in this difficult season. 
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December is here and I have so much to be thankful for as we head into the 
Advent season.  It has been a long and confusing ride through 2020, but when 
we step back and look at what we have accomplished and learned I feel we are 
in a better position to serve God with all our minds, hearts, and strength.  It is 
all due to your faithfulness and trust in the Lord that we have been able to ride 
this year out together, and through our ministries are able to serve those in our 
community who are in need. 

I give thanks for our Pastors Bruce and Israel, all the Elders and Deacons, and 
our staff members who have worked hard throughout the year to continue to 
provide everything we need to serve others.  They have been great examples 
of Paul’s words to the Thessalonians to stand firm (2 Thess. 2:13-17), and not 
be idle (2 Thess. 3:1-14), because they have been diligent in their work, and 
strong in their faith. 

So let us walk together in faith through this season remembering all of God’s 
goodness to us and reach out to each other with love.  This is not the time to 
retreat into our homes in fear, but rather to be the city on a hill that shines 
bright for everyone to see. Henri J. M. Nouwen wrote: 

Not too long ago a priest told me he cancelled his subscription to the New 
York Times because he felt that the endless stories about war, crime, power 
games and political manipulation only disturbed his mind and heart and     
prevented him from meditation and prayer. 

This is a sad story because it suggests that only by denying the world can you 
live in it, that only by surrounding yourself by an artificial, self-induced       
quietude can you live in a spiritual life.  A real spiritual life does exactly the 
opposite: it make us so alert and aware of the world around us, that all that is 
and happens becomes part of our contemplation and meditation and invites us 
to a free and fearless response.  

Let us join with all the saints giving thanks to the Lord who said he would 
always be with us, amen. 
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Happy December Church Family! The celebration of Christ’s birth is here! 
This is an odd year, as we have all experienced many changes. I pray that our 
hearts and minds will be clear and focused on the Lord’s will and purpose for 
our lives. 
 
Children’s Ministry has been blessed the last few months with the opportunity 
to be together! Children and leaders were reunited through Kids Connection, 
M&M movie nights, Kids For Christ (KFC) and our Joyful Noise Kids Choir. 
Our campus was once again full of the laughter and energy of children and 
their families. This is a gift for our church that we can no longer take for  
granted. It was refreshing to see the kids in their element. Fantastic friendships 
are established and faith is alive! Our church is “home” and our kids love  
being here. Please continue to keep our children and their families in your 
prayers as we have recently heard news that the ministry programs and  
activities are shutting down again temporarily due to the rise of Covid  
numbers. We may not understand why things happen the way they do but we 
should continue to trust our Father. He is in control. 
 
I want to thank you for being such a loving church. It is evident that OPC 
loves God and people! The heartbeat of this congregation is strong and I am 
looking forward to a time when we are consistently together.  
 
God bless you...my brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
Jenn Malone 



Washing Machine in the Choir Loft 
 
When I was a child one of my favorite 
party games was “washing machine.”  
One lucky kid got to sit in a rocky  
twirling chair and we would spin and 
shake and try to stay in the seat.  That is 
how this week has felt to me - trying to 
stay in my seat while the world spins 
around and turns me how ever it  
chooses.   Heritage Choir members have been clinging to the edges of the crazy 
chair now for several months. 
 
We recorded a song for Thanksgiving called “Thank You for the Song.”  It 
struck me that throughout the music You was Capitalized.  A few lines that 
have stuck with me:  
 
Thank YOU for the song, the music that YOU bring. 
Thank YOU for the anthem YOU taught our hearts to sing.  
In our joy and sorrow YOUR voice is ever strong.  
Thank YOU for the message that makes the heart rejoice.  
 
I want to give thanks and praise to God Almighty for my precious Heritage 
Choir.  They have clung to YOU and the music YOU have given them. Their 
continued faithfulness to the gift YOU have given them is a blessing for me.  I 
get to church on Thursday nights and I’m tired from the day, but I leave with 
joy in my heart and a song in my soul.  
 
The world might be in control of this spinning chair but GOD is on the throne 
and in control of us.  As Pastor Bruce said this week, “We kept worshipping.”  
Amen and Amen.  



Beloved church family, do you remember back in January when I shared with 
you my challenge to read through the New Testament in 90 days? The  
challenge meant that I would read 3-4 chapters of a book daily and included 
the option to listen to the readings on an app if easier. What I quickly found 
out is just how meaty each chapter was…and that I didn’t want to feel 
rushed and miss anything. So I edited the challenge based on my discovery 
and am happy to report that I finished the book of Revelation today. 3 
months turned to 11 months…and isn’t that just like 2020? A mandatory 
slow down to take time for the things that are important. A reassessment of 
what we value and what we can live without. A chance to reset and make 
some needed changes. I don’t know about you, but I don’t think I could 
have made it through this year without God’s Word. When I reflect on some 
of the hardest days, I believe that His promises kept me afloat. When I think 
of some of my children’s hardest days, I believe the scripture I had read that 
morning allowed me to remind them of His hope when they were at a loss. 
Aren’t you grateful that with all of the “freedoms” that have been taken 
from us this year, we still have 24/7 access to the Holy Word of God? And 
now…as we approach the Season of Advent…and another “freedom” seems 
to have been temporarily taken from us again: the right to worship together 
as a Body in church, I am claiming the great scripture “they overcame him 
(the Enemy) by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony” 
(Revelation 12:11). We will overcome because He has overcome. We will 
overcome because we have the sword of the Spirit which is HIS Word. So 
won’t you join me as we celebrate the birth of our Overcomer this Advent? 
Let’s delight in His Word and testify of the Lord’s great great love for us - a 
love so great, that He gave His one and only Son. 



10 



11 

 

 

7  Keith Bowker 

16  Reola Eason 

 Lisa Long 

17  TJ Plaugher 

 Lorraine Schneider 

19  Ada Gonzales 

 Venita Johnson 

 Don Reid 

20  Ron Lovell 

23  Benito Escobedo Jr. 

25  Donna Hite  

 Sonya Wallin 

29  Diana Escobedo 

30 Rev. Bob Wedaa 

December 4, 1971 Duane & Maxine Campbell 

December 13, 1986 Pastor Bruce & Jeanne Lethbridge 

December 10, 1966  Barry & Lorraine Schneider 

December 19, 1992  Ed & Donna Hite 

December 26, 1959  Paul & Louise Huizenga 




