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From Theory to Practice 

 
“Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.” 

            
                                - John 13:17 

 
As I finished preaching through the book of James last month, I was struck 
again by the very practical nature of James’ letter.  He challenges us again and 
again to be doers of the Word, not just hearers.  Thee are many echoes of Jesus’ 
teaching in the writing of James, and surely this is one of them.  Jesus told his 
followers that his words needed to find a place in their lives, not just their ears.  
The verse I quote at the top of this article comes from John’s Gospel, after  
Jesus washed his disciples’ feet as an example of how they were to serve one 
another.  You will note that blessing does not come to those who know, but to 
those who do.   
 
We have in our county tremendous access to knowledge of all kinds, including 
the knowledge of God’s Word.  But has that knowledge permeated our lives, 
has it translated into how we actually live?  I know that many of us have spent 
years in Bible Studies or Worship Services, hearing more and more of God’s 
Word.  But has that Word found expression in our lives, or do we leave  
unchanged by what we have heard?  My conviction is that it is ultimately better 
to know less, and practice what we do know, then to know much, but not apply 
it.  For the blessing is in the doing, not the knowing.   
 
One of Jesus’ shortest and most memorable parables is about two people who 
set out to build a house, one who laid their foundation upon rock, and the other 
who put it upon soft ground [Luke 6:46-49].  When the flood came, the house 
without a strong foundation washed away.  Jesus said that is what will happen 
to the person who “hears my words and does not put them into practice.”  Life 
will overwhelm them at some point, and their faith will not be equal to the  
challenge.  But the one with the strong foundation is the one who “comes to 
me, hears my words, and puts them into practice.”  Whatever storms may come 
will not be able to shake that person’s faith.  That is who I aspire to be, and 
who I pray that you will be, too. 
 

Continue on page 4 
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Being a doer of God’s Word, and not just a hearer, does not happen  
accidentally, or all at once.  It is the result of an ongoing, daily commitment to 
put what we have heard before God in prayer and to ask his wisdom and 
strength to live that out in the details of our lives.  If you are willing to do that 
God will give you opportunities to apply what you have heard.  It will require 
faithfulness on your part to grasp and positively respond to those  
opportunities.  But with each step you take, your faith will be strengthened, 
and your foundation made more sure.   
 
 May God make us practical Christians. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Bruce 
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The great 40 days of Lent begins this month! 
 
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday (March 6

th
) and ends on Holy  

Saturday on April 20
th
.   

 
Lent comes from the Middle English word “lente” which means  
springtime because Lent is connected with spring and the “lengthening” 
of daylight hours. The Church in the West spoke mostly Latin and they 
referred to Lent as the “Quadragesima” which means “Fortieth” since 
Lent is the 40 days before Easter.  When you count the 40 days, you 
don’t include the six Sundays during Lent because those are  
mini-Easters or feast days, not fast days.  
 
Incidentally, the whole idea behind Mardi Gras is tied to Lent.  In the 
days before  Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday) is in direct relationship to Lent 
since it was the day before Ash Wednesday. On this day before Lent, 
observing households would purge all the butter and meats from the 
house in preparation for a season of simplicity and fasting.   
 
Lent is a great time to deepen and sharpen spiritual disciplines. Lent’s 
40 days remind us of Jesus’ own 40 days of his wilderness experience 
when he was tempted by the devil after he was baptized.  Baptized  
people are not exempt from temptation. The grace that Jesus offers us 
enables us to become more aware of our sinfulness and should lead us 
to confession and repentance. The more we experience grace, the more 
we should griever over our sins and the sin that entangles our culture.  
 
Jesus overcame his temptations by remaining true to his relationship 
with the Father.  He didn’t need to prove anything to anyone who he 
was, and he didn’t need shortcuts to get where he was going.  He  
simply wanted to reveal who he was with those who were genuinely  
interested and in need.  He overcame temptation by leaning on the 
Spirit’s help to live out what his Father had spoken over him.  
 

continue on page 6 
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He quoted Scripture not to twist them as the devil did, but to find in 
them all he truly needed to live as the Son. 
 
When Jesus spoke to his disciples on the mount, he spoke of the three 
great disciplines of piety: fasting, prayer, and almsgiving.  It’s amazing 
and liberating to consider that Jesus didn’t put parameters on these.   
 
He didn’t say how long you have to fast or what exactly you have to fast 
from.  Of course, he had in mind food but he didn’t bog us down with 
the specifics or formulas. When it comes to prayer, he doesn’t say for 
how long or how often; and when it comes to almsgiving, he didn’t put a 
percentage or a minimum.  On the other hand, with each of these three, 
he spoke of the manner and motivation in which we take up the  
disciplines.  
 
We don’t fast and pray and give in order to be seen, to be esteemed.   
Jesus says when you practice your righteousness for other to see, you 
get a reward but that’s a very small reward compared to the reward that 
the Father gives who sees in secret.   
 
We fast because we want to remind ourselves that our daily bread 
comes from God and that we should be mindful and merciful to those 
who deal with hunger not as a discipline but as an everyday reality.  
Food is a great gift from God and should always be connected to our 
thanks to God and love for our neighbor. 
 
We pray because we are God’s children and have access to the throne 
by the ministry of Jesus himself.  We pray not to impress people or God 
but simply because God knows us and wants us to put all our trust in 
God.  
  
And we don’t give so others will notice and applaud us. We give  
because we are poor, in need of grace.  We refuse to be owned by the 
things we own and declare that we belong to the One who sees and  
rewards what is done in secret.  
 

continue on page 7 
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So, this Lent, fast, pray, and give.  Be open to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit by seeing everyone you meet as a unique child of God in need 
of grace and mercy, just like you.  And may you experience the power 
of the resurrection as you consider his sufferings on our behalf and  
also the afflictions and needs of others around us.  
 
 



It’s a very “musical” March!! 
 
Greetings Church Family! Many of you know that being the Celebration  
Worship Director is just one of several hats I wear. (It also happens to be one of 
my very favorites….I mean it!) Back in my “roaring 20’s” when I was a high 
school teacher, I also had the chance to direct several summer musicals and 
serve as the Theatre Arts teacher for a year at Carpinteria High. This happened 
to be at the same time that I was dating and became engaged to my beloved 
husband and he requested that I trade in my drama teacher hat for something 
that didn’t take up so much time. Fast forward to my late 30’s and thus began 
my opportunity to start teaching Glee through the Orcutt Arts Foundation as 
well as at several school sites. Through Glee I assisted in directing “Fiddler on 
the Roof” in the Spring of 2017 and as my eldest son entered high school this 
year, I agreed to direct “Les Miserables” at St. Joseph High school. The show is 
a story of the miraculous transformation of Jean Valjean, a prisoner of 19 years 
who, once paroled, finds the world to be cruel and unforgiving. His chance for 
any redemption seems impossible until he is offered a bed, a warm meal and 
precious silver to start a new life. These gifts were offered by none other than a 
Priest…the first person that recognized Jean Valjean had a soul and a reason to 
be saved. What follows is an attempt to live a pure and righteous life, despite 
the constant reminder of his past by a merciless police officer that spends his 
lifetime trying to put Valjean back behind bars. Officer Javert’s belief: “once a 
criminal, always a criminal.” When Valjean finds Javert captured by  
Revolutionaries and awaiting death, he offers him mercy and lets him go free. 
Sadly, Javert cannot accept this rich gift of mercy…which does not match up 
with his firm understanding of the law and the principle: an eye for an eye. 
Spoiler alert: ultimately, his enslavement to legalism causes him to take his 
own life. 
 
It is my utmost prayer that the cast who is performing the show (both students 
as well as community members) and all those who will attend as spectators will 
be moved by this rich story of grace and the redemptive love of Jesus. I hope 
you will all consider attending on either March 22, 23 or 24th. For tickets you 
can visit :  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-les-mis-at-sjhstickets-56690270124. 
 

continue on page 9 
 
 



I close with a few of my favorite lines of Valjean’s: 
 
“Yet why did I allow that man -To touch my soul and teach me love? 
He treated me like any other - He gave me his trust 
He called me brother 
My life he claims for God above - Can such things be? 
For I had come to hate the world-This world that always hated me 
Take an eye for an eye -Turn your heart into stone 
This is all I have lived for-This is all I have known 
One word from him and I'd be back 
Beneath the lash, upon the rack 
Instead he offers me my freedom 
I feel my shame inside me like a knife 
He told me that I had a soul, How does he know? 
What spirit comes to move my life? Is there another way to go?” 
 
Hoping you’ll come to “hear the people sing!” 
 
Amy 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed
    

3 
9:30AM OneChurch Service/S 
 
 
5:30PM Joyful Noise Kids Choir 
6:30PM Kids for Christ/YB  

4 5 
7:15AM Brown Bag/WH 
 
 
6PM Jr. High/OPC 

6 
10AM Ladies Bible Study/FR
[last class in current study]
 
3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR
6PM High School/OPC
6:30PM Ladies Bible Study/FR

109AM Celebration Service/WH 
9:30AM Heritage Service/S 
10:45AM Bible Study with  
Pastor Garry/FR 
11AM New Members Class/FR 
5:30PM Joyful Noise Kids Choir 
6:30PM Kids for Christ/YB  

11 
 
 
 
 
7PM Men’s Discipleship/FR 

12 
 
 
6PM Jr. High/OPC 
7PM Session Meeting/FR 

13 
 
3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR
6PM High School/OPC
 

179AM Celebration Service/WH 
9:30AM Heritage Service/S 
10:45AM Bible Study with  
Pastor Garry/FR 
11AM New Members Class/FR 
5:30PM Joyful Noise Kids Choir 
6:30PM Kids for Christ/YB  

18 19 
7:15AM Brown Bag/WH 
 
 
6PM Jr. High/OPC 
7PM Deacons Meeting/FR 

20 
 
3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR
6PM High School/OPC
 

24 
9AM Celebration Service/WH 
9:30AM Heritage Service/S 
10:45AM Bible Study with  
Pastor Garry/FR 
5:30PM Joyful Noise Kids Choir 
6:30PM Kids for Christ/YB  

25 
 
 
 
 
7PM Men’s Discipleship/FR 

26 
 
 
 
6PM Jr. High/OPC 

27 
 
3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR
6PM High School/OPC
 

31 
9AM Celebration Service/WH 
9:30AM Heritage Service/S 
10:45AM Bible Study with  
Pastor Garry/FR 
5:30PM Joyful Noise Kids Choir 
6:30PM Kids for Christ/YB  
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Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

2-4PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC 
 
6PM  M&M Night/WH 
 

2 

10AM Ladies Bible Study/FR 
[last class in current study] 

3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR 
6PM High School/OPC 
6:30PM Ladies Bible Study/FR 

7 10AM Wise Men’s Study/FR 
10:30AM Wisdom Class/WH 
1PM Meals Ministry/WH 
6PM Bible Study with Pastor 
Mike [1865 Sequoia Dr.] 
 
7PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

8 
2-4PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC 

9 
8AM Men’s Breakfast/WH 

3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR 
6PM High School/OPC 

14 
10:30AM Wisdom Class/WH 
 
6PM Bible Study with Pastor 
Mike [1865 Sequoia Dr.] 
 
7PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

15 
2-4PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC 

16 
 
 
 
5:30PM Bunco Game Night/WH 

3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR 
6PM High School/OPC 

21  
10AM Wise Men’s Study/FR 
10:30AM Wisdom Class/WH 
6PM Bible Study with Pastor 
Mike [1865 Sequoia Dr.] 
 
7PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

22 
2-4PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC 

23 

3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR 
6PM High School/OPC 

28 
10:30AM Wisdom Class/WH 
 
6PM Bible Study with Pastor 
Mike [1865 Sequoia Dr.] 
 
7PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

29 
2-4PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC 

30 

   

March 2019 
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Happy March! Children’s Ministry began the month of February by taking 31 
KFC (Kids for Christ) to Hartland Christian Camp. We engaged on a 3-day 
adventure. The children were exposed and engaged in Bible based lessons, 
break-out sessions, team-building games, zip-lining, and cabin living. We 
were blessed with a little snow. Witnessing the kids grow is a blessing for us. 
Pastor Israel, Ruthanne Coolidge, Charlie Miller, Lauren and Dallas Hotchkiss 
and I attended as counselors. I want to thank this family for your support of 
the children. Nineteen of the KFC kids were supported through the “Sponsor a 
Camper” program. This program offered the opportunity for the children to be 
partnered with a member from the church through communication letters and 
prayer. Our sponsors went way up and beyond with financial support and  
encouragement. Many of the children were able to attend camp free of charge. 
What does this say about our church and God’s people? OPC is a place where 
the adult generation is expressing tremendous value in the young. Our  
members are investing and giving of themselves. I can’t thank you enough for 
that support. It is not as common as we may believe to belong to a church 
home where this type of love is expressed in such a generous way. The  
families know where your hearts are. God bless you! 
 
Several of our OPC children are feeling called to ministry work. This is news 
that I want to openly share with you. This expression, and desire to serve, is 
something I want us (as a family) to capture, nurture, protect and nourish. We 
have young children who have told me they want to be missionaries, pastors, 
teachers, musicians, and Directors of Children and Family Ministries. I am 
looking forward to our future. It is bright. I am filled with joy knowing that 
the lessons of glorifying God and honoring Him through our work is a  
message the children are receiving and taking seriously. The children want to 
go out into the world and share the good good news! Colossians 3:23 states, 
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord…” 
Please pray for these young hearts. They are so precious. 
 
The Session has blessed me with the opportunity to attend the Orange  
Conference May 1-3 in Atlanta, Georgia. I cannot wait to engage in training. I 
am a “rookie” in this journey at OPC. There is value in learning from others 
who are seasoned in the ministry. The ThinkOrange company is the same 
company we use for our Sunday School Curriculum and our last two VBS 
programs. I feel Orange is onto something.  

continue on page 13 
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The style of learning is contagious, high-level and Biblically based. It is a 
“think outside the box” format. I look forward to this much needed training. 
VBS (Vacation Bible School) plans are underway! If you are interested in 
serving the last week in June at our “Power Up” VBS…let me know! I  
promise…you will be blessed! There are many opportunities to serve. We are 
expecting over 200 children this summer. VBS is the heartbeat of our summer 
ministry for the children. Look for the volunteer sign-up sheet at info-central 
next week! 
 
God bless you…my brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Jenn Malone 

Children and Family Ministries will be collecting plastic filled 
Easter eggs, stuffed animals, Easter Baskets, and toys for our 
Easter Sunday Egg Hunt [No hard boiled eggs].  We are  
expecting lots of kids.  Please drop off items with Cindy at the 
Church Office or with MJ [Jenn]. 

April 21 
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Agape Junior High  

Youth Group at the Movies! 
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Bunco & Potluck 

Night 

March 16, 2019 

       
 

5:30pm Potluck 

6:15pm Bunco 

Wedaa Hall 
 

Come for an evening of fun and fellowship 

Sign up at Information Central 

Child Care provided upon request 
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3  Ron & Carol Barker Robinson, Anne Marie Rose,  
 Kevin & Lacey Rose, Bob & Stacey Ross, Sonya Salas, 
10  Vanessa Salas, Carmen Salazar, Jean Sander, Maureen Sanders, 
 Barry & Lorraine Schneider, Lynn Serna, Jayme Shope, 
17  Tom & Cindy Shubert, Dave & Ginny Smith, Vora Souza, 
 Spencer Stimler, Alan & Judith Stones, Shelli Stover, 
24  Lola Straub, David & Elizabeth Strawn, Les Strong, 
 Margery Tonascia, Laura Valencia, Samantha VanPatten, 
31  Bob & Dorothy Vusich, Rev. Bob & Betty Wedaa, 
 Dean & Shelley Wehr, Michael & Victoria Welch. 

If you are in need of prayer, please contact one of the following: 
 
   Church Office…….937-4974 
   Janice Holland…...937-5455 
   Rosalie Matthews..937-3439 
 
your request will be shared with and prayed for by a group of prayer-s.  
 
there are prayer request cards in the sanctuary pews.  
 

please fill out a card and place in the collection plate, in the basket on 
your way out or the brown box on the Information table. 
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1  Stephanie Wells 
3  Steve Morgan 
5  Roger Lehman 
10  Lew Friesen 
11  Jean Mackezie 
 Karen Dacus 
12  Lee Carroll 
17  Lauren Hotchkiss 
20  Lisa Mendoza 
 Betty Noonan 
25  Warren Wells 
 Geno Williamson 
26  Elijah Gonzales 
29  Connie Logeman 
 Samuel Pompa 
30 Nancy Murphy 

03/03/1951 Jim & Nancy Murphy 
03/07/1987  Mike & Shauna Wilson 
03/11/1955  Del & Jo English 
03/19/1960 Vern & Reola Eason 
03/20/1982 Steve & Alexa Morgan 
03/21/1964 Dale & Kathy Eklund 
03/26/1977 Don & Angie Engelbrecht 
03/30/1968 Greg & Norene Nims 
03/31/1962 Keith & Margie Bowker 

1 

 

5 

6 

8 

9 

11

12

14

24

29
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Recognize Your Weakness 

to Experience God's 

Strength in Your Life 
 
A 7-session Study by  

Best-Selling Author Priscilla Shirer 
 

 

 

When we hear the name Gideon, most of us 

think about his 300 soldiers or a fleece spread 

beneath the evening sky. But Gideon's story is 

so much bigger than that. This is a story about 

God and His people—His love for them, as 

well as His strength operating in spite of, even 

through, their weakness. 

This 7-session study will encourage you to recognize your weakness as the key 

that the Lord gives you to unlock the full experience of His strength in your life. 

Instead of ignoring, neglecting, or trying to escape your weaknesses, learn to see 

them as the gifts given specifically and strategically by God. If you've ever felt  

Insufficient, ill-equipped, incompetent, or outnumbered, this study is for you. 

 

To reserve your spot and order your book –  

Please contact Lisa Long by text – (805)714-3294,  

or email - byhisgrc@gmail.com 
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Begins April 10 

Wednesday mornings – 10am 

The Fireside Room 

Facilitated by Sherry Grant 

In this twelve-session small group Bible study  

Twelve Women of the Bible,  

Lisa Terkuerst, Elisa Morgan, Jeanne Stevens and other leaders  

look at the spiritual lessons learned from twelve biblical women and what 

they mean for your life today. 

You’ll discover lessons from each of these women that will help you     

persevere through the circumstances you are facing today. Learn how to: 

 Apply biblical lessons to their own modern-day struggles 
 Live through their failures as well as successes 
 Draw near to God in a world filled with trials 
 Find lasting contentment  
 Overcome rejection and insecurity 
 

To reserve your spot and order your book: 

Please contact Sherry Grant by text – (805)598-5201  

or email,  19sheshe51@gmail.com 
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