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Staff 

Bruce Lethbridge  Senior Pastor    bruce@orcuttpres.org 

Israel Gonzales  Associate Pastor   israel@orcuttpres.org 

Garry Grant   Commissioned Lay Pastor  garry@orcuttpres.org 

Mike Aguillon  Commissioned Lay Pastor  mike@orcuttpres.org 

Jenn Malone   Dir. of Children/Family Min. jenn@orcuttpres.org 

Amy Curti   Celebration Music Director  amy@orcuttpres.org 

Michael Wilson  Business Administrator         businessadmin@orcuttpres.org 

Dennis Sligh   Facilities Maintenance Tech  

Christian Garcia  Custodian     

Meredith Brough  Choir Director    

Haroldine Roberts  Organist     

Jerrie Harper   Session/Clerk of Session  clerk@orcuttpres.org 

Julie Coolidge  Wedding Coordinator   

Josh Kerley   Worship Technical Support       joshuakerley116@gmail.com 

Cindy Baeza   Church Secretary   info@orcuttpres.org 
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The Two-Thirds Mark 
 

“And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us…” 
- Hebrews 12:1b 

 
The Scripture above impressed itself on me when I preached on it last month. 
The Apostle Paul says that this life is a race, and what we need is perseverance 
to finish it well.   
 
September is the two-thirds mark of the year.  Eight months are behind us, four 
remain.  I think this month is among the most difficult for many people.  The 
great majority of Summer is behind us, but the Fall has not quite arrived.   
Patterns of school and other life rhythms return, but getting adjusted to them is 
difficult, as we have been doing other things for a while.  It is hard for many to 
get motivated. 
 
When I think of a race, I think of a mile long race, four laps around the track.  
The two-thirds mark is important in finishing well.  You are more than half way 
through the third lap, and you know a final burst of energy will be important in 
the final lap which draws near.  Now is the time to start pacing yourself,  
steadily building up to what you know will be needed.  Self discipline at this 
moment will pay off at the finish line.  But no one can do it for you.  You have 
to pace yourself, you have to begin deliberately picking up a little speed now, 
and certainly not slowing down.   
 
Let me suggest that each of you think of how you can begin to get in stride  
spiritually at this two-thirds mark.  Make the commitment to be in worship and  
fellowship each week.  Reaffirm the practices of attending, giving, serving 
which exercise the muscles of the soul.  And above all remember the verse that 
follows the one quoted above: “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and  
perfecter of faith.”  He ran the race well, to the very end.  He knows the  
temptations of fatigue, disorientation, and the pull toward being lazy and doing 
nothing.  He overcame all these, and can help us do the same.  As we fix our 
eyes on him and make him our focus each day, each moment, we will get in 
stride and be prepared for the lap before us. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Bruce 
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Are you a Safe Person?  Years ago, a pastor colleague and friend in ministry 
recommended to me and my wife a great little book called Safe People by 
Cloud and Townsend.  I was intrigued by the title.  There are safe people and of 
course unsafe ones too. 
 
I thought the point of the book was to teach you how to pick the right people to 
befriend or marry, but I was wrong.  The book was written for people who 
wanted to work on their OWN unsafe qualities SO THAT they could develop 
better relationships.  I learned something that I would need to relearn again and 
again:  if you want to change the world, ask God to change you and stop trying 
to change everybody else. 
 
I highly recommend this older book even to this day because it was so instru-
mental in my life.  The book identifies a slew of unsafe qualities or characteris-
tics that we need to identify and work on if we ever want to grow as safe, 
healthy people. 
 
Ever wonder why Jesus attracted so many people?  There are lots of reasons but 
the fact that he was SAFE has to really high on the list.  Jesus shows us what 
real humanity looks like and what real divinity is too, at the same time.  Cloud 
and Townsend point out that John’s description of Jesus provide us all we need 
to understand what safety is and why we need it.  John wrote: “The Word be-
came flesh and lived among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the one 
and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). 
 
John describes Jesus with three qualities: dwelling, grace, and truth. 
 
The first quality is dwelling.  Jesus lived among us.  He mingled and ate with 
everybody.  He ate with sinners who felt far away from God and he ate with his 
accusers who wanted to get rid of him.  Safe people are willing and able to be 
with people.  They’re comfortable in their own skin and give permission for 
others around them to be who they are.  No faking or covering up needed.  
 
The second quality is grace.  Grace is favor that is not earned.  Grace gives gifts 
to people who have been stingy, kindness to people who have not been kind.    

 
continue on page 5 
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Grace says I am not only here for you, I care for you and want what’s best 
for you. Grace is lived out with kind words and thoughtful actions.  Love that 
must be earned is not love at all.  Jesus let people not have to change who 
they were to approach him and to be with him AND it was his grace, his love 
that changed them from the inside-out.   
 
The third quality is truth.  Jesus not only spoke true things, he called himself 
THE Truth.  Paul says that love rejoices in truth.  Truth in relationships 
means honesty, being real with one another, and living out the values and 
vows we have made.  Dwelling says I am with you.  Grace says I am for you.  
Truth says you can do it.  Truth is not afraid to confront in love.  Being able 
to confront people about their faults without condemning them is what truth 
looks like when it’s fueled by love. 
 
Which quality do you need to grow in your own life?  If you took a poll of 
the people who know you well, would they say you’re a safe person? 
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We recently took 28 Kids for Christ (KFC) and Agape Junior High kids to the 
Ravine Water Park. This is such a fun trip for the kids and leaders. This is our 
kick-off to the new school year of ministry within these groups. The Ravine  
offers a fun atmosphere for the kids to get to know each other better and to just 
have fun! 
 
This summer, Kim Chudoba, Stephanie Wells, Charlie Miller, Josh Kerley, and 
Pastor Israel partnered with me in taking 25 KFC kids to Forest Home  
Christian Camp. This was my first summer camp with the kids. The theme was 
“Known-Unlocking the Truth”. The theme verse for the week was John 14:6-7. 
Camp is such a blessing for the kids. God uses camp in a way to truly pull us 
closer to Him. This camp was Biblically centered and offered an atmosphere 
that was not only fun, but adventurous. 
 
Serve Santa Maria is a mission project that recently served Orcutt Academy 
High School. I was blessed to join a group of 30 servants who painted a  
beautiful United States map as well as cleaned and pulled weeds. A huge thank 
you to Kim Chudoba for taking on the leadership for this project. It takes a  
village! May the children know we are Christians by our love. 
 
Howard Coolidge has organized another fishing trip for our OPC KFC kids. 
We are taking 27 children fishing off Port San Luis on August 31. Many of the 
children have never fished before.  
 
Our Junior High Youth Group “Agape” has begun meeting with 15 kids! We 
meet on Tuesday evenings from 6-7:30 in the Game Room. Thanking God for 
being blessed with children at our church who want to know more about Him. 
 
I recently spent some time with our OPC College group “Alive”. It is a  
blessing to have young adults in our church who have requested and sought out 
a group where they can grow closer to God and each other. I thank God for 
Pastor Jae Kim and Jon Blanchard for guiding and leading this group. Sticky 
Faith is at work! Looking forward to what God has in store. 
 
God bless you…my brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
Jenn Malone 
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Forest Home Christian Camp 

KFC trip to the Ravine Water Park 





Happy September Ladies! 
 
September is technically when we think of the beginning of Fall – although it’s 
technically not really quite Fall yet until nearly the end of the month. But the 
kids are back to school, football practices and games are on the horizon, and 
Starbucks has the seasonal favorite Pumpkin Spice Latte back again! 
 
Fall is when the leaves start to change color and then begin to fall from the trees 
– getting ready for the new growth in the Spring. I used to get so excited (ok, 
let’s be real…I still get a bit excited) about getting new school supplies. There’s 
just something about a crisp blank notebook and some new pens or pencils…or 
maybe it’s just me! As you consider the supplies you will need for this next sea-
son, I encourage you to keep getting into the Word and gathering together on 
your list of “must haves”. Women’s Bible studies (Wednesday AM and PM) start 
back up again this month and will run approximately with the school year (Sept-
Nov and Jan-May); and plans are in the works for a couple other opportunities to 
get together with other ladies too. Beginning in January we’ll put something out 
quarterly that you can hang on to with upcoming dates and events – but to start 
you off, here are a couple to put on your calendar: 
 
Friday evening November 15th will be our first “Ladies’ Night Out” – this time 
we’ll have a special time to gather, make candles and soap with Elaine from  
Parable Candle Company in Old Orcutt and we’ll consider the importance of  
fragrance – specifically The Fragrance of Christ. I’m looking forward to this 
time to prepare our hearts and minds for the holiday season and spend some time 
having fun too! 
 
Saturday morning February 22nd we’ll have our first Women’s Breakfast in 
Wedaa Hall with a special speaker – more info to come on that later! 
 
I’m praying for you as you settle into your Fall schedule with work, family and 
activities. Feel free to get in touch with me if you have ideas or would like to 
help with any events! 
 
By His Grace, 
Lisa Long 
women@orcuttpres.org 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed

1 9:30AM One Church Service/S 
**Brunch to follow in  

Wedaa Hall 
 
 
5:30PM Heritage Service/S 
6:30PM Kids for Christ/YB 

2 3 
  7:15AM Brown Bag / WH 
10:30AM Women’s Bible Study/ 
Sherry Grant’s Home 
[1506 E. Alvin] 
 
 
6PM Jr. High / OPC 

4 
10AM Women’s Bible Study/FR
 
3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR
 
6PM Women’s Bible Study/FR
 
6PM High School / OPC

8 
9AM Celebration Service/WH 
9:30AM Heritage Service/S 
10:45AM Route 66 Bible Study/
FR with Pastor Garry 
 
5:30PM Heritage Service/S 
6:30PM Kids for Christ/YB 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
7:00PM Men’s Discipleship/FR 

10 
10:30AM Women’s Bible Study/ 
Sherry Grant’s Home 
[1506 E. Alvin] 
 
 
 
6PM Jr. High / OPC 
7PM Session Meeting/FR 

11 
10AM Women’s Bible Study/FR
 
3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR
 
6PM Women’s Bible Study/FR
 
6PM High School / OPC

15 
9AM Celebration Service/WH 
9:30AM Heritage Service/S 
10:45AM Route 66 Bible Study/
FR with Pastor Garry 
 
5:30PM Heritage Service/S 
6:30PM Kids for Christ/YB 

16 17 
  7:15AM Brown Bag / WH 
10:30AM Women’s Bible Study/ 
Sherry Grant’s Home 
[1506 E. Alvin] 
 
 
6PM Jr. High / OPC 
7PM Deacons Meeting/FR 

18 
10AM Women’s Bible Study/FR
 
3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR
 
6PM Women’s Bible Study/FR
 
6PM High School / OPC

22 
9AM Celebration Service/WH 
9:30AM Heritage Service/S 
10:45AM Route 66 Bible Study/
FR with Pastor Garry 
 
5:30PM Heritage Service/S 
6:30PM Kids for Christ/YB 

23 
 
 
 
 
7:00PM Men’s Discipleship/FR 

24 
10:30AM Women’s Bible Study/ 
Sherry Grant’s Home 
[1506 E. Alvin] 
 
 
 
6PM Jr. High / OPC 

25 
10AM Women’s Bible Study/FR
 
3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR
 
6PM Women’s Bible Study/FR
 
6PM High School / OPC

29 
9AM Celebration Service/WH 
9:30AM Heritage Service/S 
10:45AM Route 66 Bible Study/
FR with Pastor Garry 
 
5:30PM Heritage Service/S 
6:30PM Kids for Christ/YB 

30   

CO = Church Office    

YB = Youth Building [near basketball courts] 

GR = Game Room [near church office]  

FO = Finance Office 
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Wed Thu Fri Sat 

10AM Women’s Bible Study/FR 

3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR 

6PM Women’s Bible Study/FR 

6PM High School / OPC 

5 
10:00AM Wise Men’s Study/FR 
10:30AM Wisdom Class/WH 
 
1:30PM Meals Ministry/WH 
 
 
7:00PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

6 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet / OPC 
 
 
6PM M&M Night / WH 

7 

10AM Women’s Bible Study/FR 

3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR 

6PM Women’s Bible Study/FR 

6PM High School / OPC 

12 
10:00AM Wisdom Class/WH 
 
 
 
 
7:00PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

13 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet / OPC 

14 

10AM Women’s Bible Study/FR 

3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR 

6PM Women’s Bible Study/FR 

6PM High School / OPC 

19 
10:00AM Wise Men’s Study/FR 
 
No Wisdom Class this morning 
 
 
7:00PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

20 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet / OPC 

21 

10AM Women’s Bible Study/FR 

3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR 

6PM Women’s Bible Study/FR 

6PM High School / OPC 

26 
No Wisdom Class this morning 
 
 
 
 
7:00PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

27 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet / OPC 

28 

   

      S = Sanctuary 

    FR = Fireside Room 

  WH = Wedaa Hall 

September 2019 
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Reading & Writing Again 
Amy Curti 
 

That’s right folks. I’ve gone back to school. Only not in the way you might  
imagine it. This year I am teaching first period “Performing Arts” at St. Joseph 
High School where my two oldest boys attend. And at the 11th hour I was 
asked to co-facilitate second period Junior AP English. It is time to start 
stretching that old muscle again.....my brain. My days consist of waking at 
6am to get my body moving and ready to teach a class at 7:40am. When  
second period ends at 9:30am I follow the principal back to her office to assist 
in grading essays and Socratic seminar notes OR return to my computer where 
I spend hours trying to navigate the technology of 2019 which dictates that  
students turn all assignments in online and parents can monitor their work and 
progress 24/7. Suddenly, my credential I earned in 2002 feels like it needs a 
few renewal courses. And when was the last time you read “Crime and  
Punishment?” It is 522 pages in a font that I am going to need prescription 
reading glasses for. Do you feel a twinge of empathy for me yet? All whining 
aside, I am LOVING what I do. High school students have always been my 
favorite - and when they are students who love performing, singing, acting and 
reading and analyzing literature - they are MY people. What is even more 
thrilling is that I can openly talk about my faith with these students. We pray 
twice a day , if not more , out loud , and once a week we share Mass together 
in the gym. The value of “imaging Christ in mind, heart, body and soul” is  
impressed upon staff and students each day and it is a wonderful thing to not 
have to compartmentalize my faith and teaching. I share this with you all so 
that you know how you can pray for me (please pray I can be a blessing to my 
students and fellow staff!) and that you will know how I’m spending some of 
my time when I’m not at the church or trying to corral my 4 boys. I am still 
100% devoted to OPC and to the nurturing and growth of Celebration Service. 
I am so blessed that I get to do all the things that I love and that I get financial  
compensation to do most of them as well. The Lord is so faithful! And  
speaking of faithfulness, thank you to all of you who partner with our church 
to do the good work we are doing on our campus and elsewhere in the  
community and around the world. We serve  a great and mighty God! 
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Observations from the Choir Loft:   
 
From my spot I can view the congregation clearly.  I can see who is singing, 
who is smiling, who stands stoically and tolerates the music. I have music in 
my soul and often wonder – how do you not sing and smile and rejoice?  
 
There are times when I simply absorb the sound and let it settle in my soul.  I 
hear the voice of God in the vibration of a cello, a trumpet blast, or the ringing 
of a chord.  These sounds make my heart leap with joy. 
 
What makes your heart leap with joy? Maybe it the touch of the Master in a 
sunset. Maybe its sharing a meal with loved ones. We must all find the joy 
God has given to each of us uniquely. Let it absorb into your soul and it will 
radiate out.  People will see it in your demeanor and all aspects of your life.  
 
  “And the Father will dance over you in Joy. 
 
  He will take delight in whom He loves. 
 
  Is that a choir I hear, singing the praises of God? 
 

 No, the Lord God Himself is exulting o’er you in song!” 
 
    And the Father will Dance  by Mark Hayes 
            Zephaniah 3:14, 17      Psalm 34: 2, 4 
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Priscilla Shirer’s Breathe / 5 week study 
begins September 3&4 

 
One of the greatest challenges among women in our culture is  
taking time to cease from all the activities and just BREATHE! 

 
We are in bondage to busyness and are constantly  

striving to complete our limitless to-do lists.  
 

Come explore with us one of God’s greatest gifts and see 
How the concept of Sabbath can change your life. 

 
Tuesday Sept. 3, 10:30AM Sherry’s home 

or Wednesday Sept. 4, 10:00AM OPC Fireside Room 
 

Please call / text Sherry Grant (805-598-5201)  
to sign up so your workbook can be ordered 



15 

Jen Wilkin’s Sermon on the Mount / 9 week study 

begins Wednesday, September 4 

6:00PM - 8:00PM 

OPC Fireside Room 

 

 

Please email women@orcuttpres.org to sign up  

so your workbook can be ordered. 

Call /text Lisa Long (805-714-3294) with any questions. 

 

 

Most of us have only encountered the Sermon on the Mount in  
fragments – a study on blessedness, a reflection on the Lord’s 
Prayer, a meditation on lilies of the field. But what if we navi-
gated these three chapters as they were originally heard: as 
one cohesive, well-ordered message, intended to challenge us 
to think differently about repentance, salvation, and  
sanctification? Seat yourself on a mountainside to learn at the 
feet of Jesus. Ask for ears to hear and a heart to respond to the 
teaching of our King. 
 



16 

 

Route 66 Bible Study 

New Study begins on  

Sunday, September 8 @ 10:45AM 

in the Fireside Room 

with Pastor Garry 

Studies for Men 

 

Men’s Discipleship - [2nd & 4th Monday of the month] 

                  7PM in the Fireside Room 

 

Wise Men’s Group with Dave Deboer    

[1st and 3rd Thursday of every month]  

                10:00AM in the Fireside Room.    
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09/01/1956 Bob & Dorothy Vusich 

09/03/2005 Juan Jr. & Stephanie Acosta 

09/07/1985 Ron & Linda Redman 

09/07/2003 John & Debbie Richards 

09/13/1986 Barry & Karen Dacus 

09/15/1954 Jim & Julie Colegrove 

2  Judith Stones 

8  Julie Coolidge 

9  Angie Engelbrecht 

 John Payne 

11 Shelli Stover 

14 Joan Barrett 

 Kelly Blair 

20 David Smith 

29 John Henning 
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1  Jean Mackenzie, Evelyn MacKinnon, Jan Madruga, 
 Jake & Jenn Malone [Nathan, Sunday], Rosalie Matthews 
8  Mark & Sue Mcgilvray, Bob McIntire, Manley & Jamie McNinch, 
 Lisa Mendoza, Scott Merrell, Charlie & Jennifer Miller, 
15  Robert Miller, Paul & Lola Moe, Steve & Alexa Morgan, 
 Myrna Mucci, Julio & Desi Munar, Jim & Nan Murphy, 
22  Greg & Norene Nims, Betty Noonan, Paul & Alice Null, 
 Bruce & Vero Oropeza, Stan & Amy Otremba,  
29  Everett & Elaine Pachner, David & Robin Palmerston, 
 Carole Paplin, Jess & Tammy Pardo, Ken & Diane Parker 

If you are in need of prayer,  
please contact one of the following: 
 
   Church Office…….937-4974 
   Janice Holland…...937-5455 
   Rosalie Matthews..937-3439 

 
or email the church office at orcuttpres.org 

 
your request will be shared with and prayed for by a group of prayer-s.  
 
there are prayer request cards in the sanctuary pews or on the  
information table in Wedaa Hall. 




