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Staff 

Bruce Lethbridge  Senior Pastor    bruce@orcuttpres.org 

Israel Gonzales  Associate Pastor   israel@orcuttpres.org 

Garry Grant   Commissioned Lay Pastor  garry@orcuttpres.org 

Mike Aguillon  Commissioned Lay Pastor  mike@orcuttpres.org 

Jenn Malone   Dir. of Children/Family Min. jenn@orcuttpres.org 

Amy Curti   Celebration Music Director  amy@orcuttpres.org 

Michael Wilson  Business Administrator         businessadmin@orcuttpres.org 

Dennis Sligh   Facilities Maintenance Tech  

Christian Garcia  Custodian     

Meredith Brough  Choir Director    

Haroldine Roberts  Organist     

Jerrie Harper   Session/Clerk of Session  clerk@orcuttpres.org 

Julie Coolidge  Wedding Coordinator   

Josh Kerley   Worship Technical Support       joshuakerley116@gmail.com 

Cindy Baeza   Church Secretary   info@orcuttpres.org 

993 Patterson Road, Orcutt 

805-937-4974 

Web site: orcuttpres.org 

Email: info@orcuttpres.org 
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A Crossroads for OPC 
 
November brings my favorite holiday of Thanksgiving and the chance for our 
church to gather for a special worship service and meal on the 24th of this 
month.  It is common at this time of year to reflect on blessings, and I was a 
witness to one recently on Sunday, October 20, at OPC’s Harvest Festival event 
held at Fresh Way Farms in Santa Maria.  There was no official count,    
but there seemed to be nearly 150 people present for a great day of fun and  
fellowship.  Thanks to Paul & Chrissy Allen for their wonderful hospitality that 
made this event possible.  At one point we were all gathered together for a 
group photograph.  As I looked at those present I was so grateful to see a real 
representation of our church in all its generations and all it diversity.  I was  
particularly impressed by the large number of children present.  Yet there was 
something missing.  
 
While we had many children from infancy through the grammar school years, 
there were only a few Jr. or Sr. High youth present.  That also gives an accurate 
picture of our church on Sunday mornings.  This is the missing piece here at 
OPC.  And I am not surprised.   
 
For the past two years Pastor Israel and Jenn Malone have given of their time to 
make sure some kind of ministry has been happening here for Sr. and Jr. High 
Youth.  They have done this out of their real concern and love for these youth, 
but the primary responsibilities of these two people lie elsewhere, and they 
have only been able to give part-time attention to Youth Ministry.  The reality is 
that it takes full-time commitment to Youth Ministry to have a flourishing  
ministry for teens and young adults, someone who will not only see them at 
youth group once a week but also sit with them in worship on Sundays and go 
to school related events like sports in which so many youth are involved.  We 
have not had that kind of ministry at OPC for many years now.   
 
The result has been that some families have left OPC as their children found 
other churches whose youth groups connected with them.   
 

continue  on page 4 
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That is not a good thing.  I think we all realize this, and want OPC to be a place 
where whole families can grow in faith together.  But unless we can make a  
commitment to full time Youth Ministry I am concerned we may have a situation 
where children stay here through 6th grade and then disappear.  We have a large 
number of 6th graders this year, the largest in quite a while.  What will they find 
once they graduate next June? 
 
Session has been wrestling with this issue for years and is now putting before the 
congregation a budget which would allow us to pursue a full-time Director of 
Youth Ministries.  For us to take this step as a church, it will require everyone  
being willing to support this ministry.  It will not come cheaply.  A full time  
position in Youth Ministry with the attendant benefits required by the state and by 
our denomination will be something approaching a pastor’s salary package.  The 
2020 proposed budget incorporates half the cost of this position, recognizing that it 
would take us at least six months to recruit and bring in such a person, who would 
probably have to move here from another community.  But we must be clear that 
in addition to next year’s boost an equal increase would be needed in 2021.  Using 
the estimated number of people who give to our church, this would require an 
average additional commitment of $30 per month this year and again the following 
year. 
 
I am well aware that this is a very big challenge to set before you.  Your Session 
has felt similarly.  But what is the alternative?  We thank God for our growing  
children’s ministries, but we also know that many of these children (and in some 
cases their parents) will leave us if we cannot continue a major commitment to 
them in their Jr. & Sr. High years.   
 
So I am asking all of us first of all to pray.  There is no individual among us who 
can make this happen by themselves.  But God is able to move in the hearts of his 
people in such a way that together this can be done.  Pray that this will  
happen. 
 
Honesty compels me to set one more thing before you.  If the congregation  
cannot support this move, or feels that we cannot expand our current staff, then the 
Session must consider if this position is sufficiently important to cut existing staff 
to make room for it.  

 
continue on page 5 
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 You need to know that cutting a few part-time positions will not nearly cover 
what is needed.  It will require eliminating a full-time staff position.  So pray 
for your leaders, who have great and weighty decisions to make however we 
move forward. 
 
I believe we are at a crossroads as a church.  I also believe that God will 
guide and provide for  his will to be done.  In that faith I ask you to keep all 
this in prayer, even as we thank God for the many blessings we have already 
received. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Bruce 
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Before Thanksgiving was a holiday, before any scientific studies were 
done on the effects of gratitude, Christians knew that gratitude was not 
an add-on to the life lived in Christ; IT IS THE WAY OF LIFE as our  
response to all Christ is and has done for us. 
 
Remember when Jesus healed the 10 lepers in Luke 17?  His powerful 
word healed them, “Go show yourselves to the priest. As they walked, 
their skin was restored.  Jesus didn’t bring a crowd to watch him  
perform the miracle.  He did it to show them kindness and to point 
them to more of his healing power that he could work in them, not just 
on them.  Jesus didn’t do miracles for crowd-pleasing but he did expect 
people to show thanks.  But only one came back! And he happened to 
be a Samaritan.  This Samaritan was rejected by the Jews because of 
his disease and because of his race and religion.  The most unlikely 
one comes back to praise God. 
 
“When he saw he was healed, he came back, praising God in a loud 
voice. He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a 
Samaritan” (v. 15-16). Jesus was shocked and asked, “Were not 10 
cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found to return and give 
praise to God except this foreigner?” 
 
I’m not sure if this is indicative of how many people give thanks to God 
for anything in their everyday lives but it’s depressing if only 10%  
actually do in the world today.  Jesus has more grace for him, “Rise 
and go your way; your faith has made you well.” Even more important 
than physical health, this person’s spiritual life had been restored. 
 
We are not told why the others failed to praise God. We are however 
just like them if live life without growing in gratitude ourselves.  Are you 
a more grateful person than you were 5 or 10 years ago?  Show me 
how grateful you are for anything and everything in your life and we will 
find out how spiritually mature you are.   
 

continue on page 7 
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Gratitude realigns us much in the same way a cast does to a broken 
bone or even how a chiropractor relieves pressure and pain.  
 
How does this work? 
Here’s an easy way to understand this: in our guilty and lost state,  
without any effort on our part, grace came running in and enables us 
to be free to live as sons and daughters for Christ in him and this 
produces a life full of joy and peace the more we seek him and thank 
him for all his blessings. 
 
Gratitude invites humility to stay forever.  Gratitude puts God in the 
center of everything and helps us realize we are not in charge. 
Humility is a heart condition that recognizes that all of our blessings 
have been received, not earned. It understands how utterly deprived 
we stand before a Holy God. On our own, we reject God and our 
neighbor.  With God’s grace, we live a new way of life full of thanks 
to God and kindness to our neighbor.   
 
I know what you’re thinking.  It’s easy to be thankful when everything 
is fine.  Aren’t Christians fooling themselves when they think they can 
be grateful when bad things happen?  Isn’t this sort of behavior fake?   
It’s true.  There are times when being thankful is an downhill hike and 
there are times when it feels like we are hanging by a shred of  
energy as we climb a difficult season of life.  Even here, we are  
invited to be real with who we are, what we’re going through, and 
seek first the Kingdom and his righteousness.   
 
Fortunately, Christian gratitude doesn’t require us to “turn our lemons 
into lemonade”—a cliché that might be found in some cheesy  
self-help book. Certainly, painful events can shape us and build our 
character if we seek Christ, but that doesn’t mean we have to simply 
smile through the pain and pretend everything’s fine.  Read the 
Psalms if you want to learn how to pray in every season of life. 
 
 

continue on page 8 



Having a heart of gratitude, therefore, is not about looking at the bright 
side of things. It’s not about tricking your mind to ignore your problems.  
And it’s not even acknowledging that things could be worse. Our  
thankfulness is never to be based on a set of circumstances. It’s based 
on a Person: Jesus himself in all his glory. The whole of the Christian 
life is to be lived in freedom in Christ as ONE BIG THANK YOU. 
 
The answer to our pain and suffering isn’t new circumstances but God 
Himself. Jesus came, not only to suffer for us, but to suffer with us.  
Isaiah describes Christ as being: “Despised and rejected—a man of  
sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief” (53:3). 
Jesus understands our pain and empathizes with us. 
 
Practicing gratitude rests soundly in the assurance that God is  
redeeming the broken world back to himself in Christ. “He will wipe  
every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away” (Revelation 
21:4). 
 
This promise allows us to “Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in  
everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus”  
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). 
 
If you’re grieving, bring your tears to the cross.  You will find more 
grace, not less.  God can handle our pain and our questions.  We may 
or may not get all the answers we want but God promises that in Christ 
all our needs will be met.   
 
One more thing: Jesus never cursed the nine who never returned; he 
blessed the one who came back.   
 
In practicing gratitude, every day is an opportunity to seek Christ, to 
come back and say thank you and to experience all his blessings with a 
growing faith even in the face of uncertainty and difficulty. 
 
 



Ten Thousand Reasons 
 
Several years ago I was introduced to a Christian writer named Ann Voskamp. She 
wrote her first book “One Thousand Gifts: A Dare to Live Fully” and it later became a 
short bible study which I co-led at OPC over the summer. Her encouragement was to 
notice small things and to write them down, one by one, over time, until you reached 
1,000. I still have a book on my nightstand that says “Gratitude” and I often open it 
and re-read my list and add new things to it. Sometimes, when I lack thankfulness, I 
open it to be reminded of all the things I have. It seems fitting at this time of the 
year....to share some of my list with you. I remember one of my Pastors when I was in 
junior high, before leading us in the great hymn: “Count Your Blessings”, used to say, 
“Count your blessings “weigh them ton by ton” instead of “name them one by one”. 
I’ve never forgotten that - and I try never to forget just how very blessed I am. He is 
my faithful Father and I have more than 1,000 things to list...more than 10,000 
even....and if they were weighed, I’m sure they would be more than a ton. I hope you 
are keeping a list too...and if you don’t have one....wouldn’t this be a great month to 
start one? 
 
The very breath in my lungs and another day of living 
A family that always calls me home 
A faith that sustains me each day 
A Savior who loves me unconditionally 
Musical gifts that I can share with others 
The Gift of Loving Others and sharing in one another’s lives 
A home I feel safe in and that is filled with love and beauty 
A body that moves easily and can do many things (for the time being anyway!) 
Delicious food at my table everyday and never worrying about my next meal 
A free country to worship God in, live and raise my family in and pursue my dreams 
in. 
 
I’ll close with a line from one of my favorite worship songs...it might be one of your 
favorites too: 
 
“For all Your goodness I will keep on singing...ten thousand reasons for my heart to 
find.” 
 
Next time I see you, I hope you’ll share one of your ten thousand with me! 
 
Blessed, Amy  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed

    

3 
9:30AM One Church Service/S 
Brunch to follow in Wedaa Hall 
 
5:30PM Joyful Noise / S 
6:30PM Kids for Christ / YB 

4 
 
 
 
 
6PM Men’s MNF Huddle  
[Elias Casillas’ home 
 1418 Raven Court] 

5 
7:15AM Brown Bag/WH 
 
10:30AM Women’s Study on 
Prayer [Sherry Grant’s Home] 
 
6PM Jr. High/OPC 

6 
10AM Women’s Study on 
Prayer /FR 
 
3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR
6PM High School/OPC
 

10 
9AM Celebration Service / WH 
9:30AM Heritage Service / S 
10:45AM Bible Study with 
Pastor Garry / ARK 
11AM Covenant Partners/FR 
 
5:30PM Joyful Noise / S 
6:30PM Kids for Christ / YB 

11 12 
10:30AM Women’s Study on 
Prayer [Sherry Grant’s Home] 
 
6PM Jr. High/OPC 
7PM Session Meeting/FR 

13 
10AM Women’s Study on 
Prayer /FR 
 
3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR
6PM High School/OPC
6PM “Breathe” Women
WH 
 

17 
9AM Celebration Service / WH 
9:30AM Heritage Service / S 
10:45AM Bible Study with 
Pastor Garry / ARK 
11AM Covenant Partners/FR 
 
5:30PM Joyful Noise / S 
6:30PM Kids for Christ / YB 

18 
 
 
 
6PM Men’s MNF Huddle  
[Pastor Israel’s home 
843 McCloud St.] 

19 
7:15AM Brown Bag/WH 
 
10:30AM Women’s Study on 
Prayer [Sherry Grant’s Home] 
 
6PM Jr. High/OPC 
7PM Deacons Meeting/FR 

20 
10AM Women’s Study on 
Prayer /FR 
 
3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR
6PM High School/OPC
6PM “Breathe” Women
WH 

24 
9:30AM One Church Service /S 
Thanksgiving Brunch to follow in 
Wedaa Hall 
 
5:30PM Joyful Noise / S 
6:30PM Kids for Christ / YB 

25 26 
10:30AM Women’s Study on 
Prayer [Sherry Grant’s Home] 
 
6PM Jr. High/OPC 

27 
10AM Women’s Study on 
Prayer /FR 
 
3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR
6PM High School/OPC
6PM “Breathe” Women
WH 

CO = Church Office      S = Sanctuary 

YB = Youth Building [near basketball courts] FR = Fireside Room 

GR = Game Room [near church office]               WH = Wedaa Hall 

FO = Finance Office 
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November 2019 
Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC 
 
6PM M&M Night / WH 

2 
 
3PM Christmas Pageant  
Rehearsal / S 

s Study on  

3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR 
6PM High School/OPC 

7 
10AM Wise Men’s Study/FR 
10:30AM Wisdom Class/WH 
 
1:30PM Meals Ministry/WH 
 
7PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

8 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC 

9 
CASA OF HOPE BBQ 
FUNDRAISER 
 
3PM Christmas Pageant  
Rehearsal / S 
 
6:30PM Bunco Night / WH 

s Study on  

3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR 
6PM High School/OPC 

” Women’s Study/ 

14 
No Wisdom Class this morning 
 
 
 
 
7PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

15 
 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC 
 
6:30PM Ladies Night , 
“Fragrance of Christ” /OPC 

16 
 
 
3PM Christmas Pageant  
Rehearsal / S 

s Study on  

3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR 
6PM High School/OPC 

” Women’s Study/ 

21 
10AM Wise Men’s Study/FR 
10:30AM Wisdom Class/WH 
 
 
 
7PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

22 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC 

23 
 
 
3PM Christmas Pageant  
Rehearsal / S 

s Study on  

3:45PM Youth Tutoring/FR 
6PM High School/OPC 

” Women’s Study/ 

28 29 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC 

30 
 
 
3PM Christmas Pageant  
Rehearsal / S 
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As Thanksgiving approaches, I am reminded of the importance of  
gratitude. Gratitude is the readiness to show appreciation and the quality of 
being thankful. Do we begin our day with gratitude? Do we keep gratitude on 
the forefront of our everyday living? Thankfulness is a prominent Bible 
theme. First Thessalonians 5:16-18 says, “Be joyful always; pray continually; 
give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
Thankfulness should be a way of life for us, naturally flowing from our hearts 
and mouths. We often think we should be thankful when things are going “our 
way”. However, the Bible makes it clear that we are to be thankful ALWAYS. 
In every circumstance we are to give thanks. God’s plan is greater than we can 
imagine and He is always in control. Praise God! 

I want to thank Paul and Chrissy Allen for hosting this year’s OPC  
Harvest Festival! I was blown away by their generosity and kindness. The 
Harvest Festival included a meal, fellowship, games and hay rides. I loved 
how our church family could get together, off campus, and just have fun. What 
a blessing we are to each other. Another thank you goes out to Alfonso Curti 
who provided pizza. It is a great thing for our children to witness those in the 
church serving not just our Father, but each other. The memories from this 
event will last! 

Kids Connection (Sunday School) has been thriving. Thank you to our 
teachers who give so much to create a learning environment that is so fun for 
the kids. If you are interested in teaching in any of our Sunday classrooms, let 
me know! I promise…you will be blessed. 

The Children’s Christmas Musical will be held in the Sanctuary on Dec. 
13 and 14 at 6pm. I hope you will come! The kids have been working hard 
and can’t wait to share with you. We have 50 children in the play this year. 
Please let me know if you would like to donate any snacks or drinks for our 
rehearsals. Rehearsals consist of prayer, games, snacks and the learning of the 
music and play. We are having FUN! Josh Kerley and Ruthanne Coolidge 
have partnered with me on this project. There are several junior high youth 
who have taken on some of the leadership. Praise God! 

The annual Bunco Night will be held Saturday, November 9 in Wedaa 
Hall. Kelly Blair and her team have been planning a fun game night for the 
church. Bring your kids! Hope to see you there. 

 
continue on page 13 
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My husband and I are currently going through the process to become  
foster parents. Please pray for God’s guidance for us. This is something I have 
dreamed of doing since I was a little girl. We have prayed and feel God is  
guiding us to take this journey. I cannot wait to welcome more children into my 
family and introduce them to this church. God is so very good. 

 
 God bless you…my brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Jenn Malone 
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Hello ladies and happy November to you! I love this time of year. This is the month that seems to 
start the “holiday hectic” season – but it’s also the month that reminds us to be Thankful. It’s the 
month the weather turns cool and crisp (maybe?), we warm up our ovens and start thinking about 
baking and cooking and family gatherings. But for some it can be a difficult time of year as well, 
where some people don’t feel very connected.  

Women’s Ministry at OPC has a couple of opportunities coming up for you to help you connect with 
others. I pray you will take advantage of them and meet some new people. Invite a neighbor or co-
worker or friend to come with you. (Or be especially brave and come alone but determined to meet 
someone new!) If you come to an event, or to church, try to be in the habit of noticing anyone new 
and welcome them and find out a bit about them! 

If you have any questions, comments, or ideas, or would like to help with an event, please email 
me at women@orcuttpres.org. 

If you have prayer requests that you’d like to share, it would be my pleasure to pray for you as 
well – please email me at women@orcuttpres.org.  

Hope to see you soon! 

Lisa Long 
Women of the Word – Bible Study opportunities! 

Join Sherry Grant on Wednesday mornings at 10 AM – starting November 6th 
for a 6-week study called “Prayer is a Powerful Weapon” using excerpts from 
the movie “War Room”, the book “Fervent”, and other books on prayer. 
 

 
Join Lisa Long on Wednesday evenings at 6 PM – starting November 13

th
 

for a 5-week study called “Breathe” by Priscilla Shirer – to teach us how to 
break the bondage of busyness, and to take time  

to cease from activities and just breathe… 
See how the concept of the Sabbath can change yourlife. 

 

To reserve your spot and order your book, please email women@orcuttpres.org 
 

*** 

For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who are 
being saved and those who are perishing.  2 Corinthians 2:15 (NIV) 

Ladies…please join us for a “Ladies’ Night Out” centered on the powerful 
properties of scents! Friday November 15

th
 from 6:30-8:30 pm 

$25 per person – includes all materials to make two beautiful take-home 
items to fill your home with wonderful smells (or to use as gifts!), dessert, coffee and tea, a short 

inspirational message, and tons of fun.  

To sign up, pay at the table on the patio after services. 

Space is limited and the deadline to register is Sunday morning November 10
th
. 

 

*** 
Coming soon…..in January we will be handing out a schedule of women’s events for 2020!! 

mailto:women@orcuttpres.org
mailto:women@orcuttpres.org
mailto:women@orcuttpres.org
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You Are Invited to Join Christ’s Family Here at OPC 
 

Covenant Partners Class 
 

Two Sundays, November 10 & 17 
11:00AM-1:00PM 

 

Refreshments Provided 
Childcare Available by Reservation Only 

 
 

    - Meet New Brothers and Sisters in the Faith 
    - Discover OPC’s Story and Your Part In It 
    - Find Out What OPC Believes 
    - Ask Any Questions You May Have 

 
Sign Up by calling (805-937-4974) or  

emailing the church (info@orcuttpres.org) 
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1  Ruthanne Coolidge 

4  Charlie Brown 

6  Anita Allen 

8  Vanessa Salas 

9  Dave DeBoer 

11 Dorothy Vusich 

12 Ed Hite 

14 Robin Palmerston 

22 Evelyn MacKinnon 

24 David Palmerston 

29 Mike Aguillon 

11/20/1949 Lew & Gladys Friesen 

11/21/1976 Dave & Robin Palmerston 
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3  Beth Robinson, Ron & Carol-Barker Robinson, Anne Marie Rose, 
 Kevin & Lacey Rose [Brennen, Layla], Robert & Stacey Ross, 
10  Sonya Salas [Anthony, Evelyn], Vanessa Salas, Carmen Salazar, 
 Jean Sander, Maureen Sanders, Barry & Lorraine Schneider, 
17  Lynn Serna, Jayme Shope, Tom & Cindy Shubert,  
 Dave & Ginny Smith, Vora Souza, Spencer Stimler, 
24  Alan & Judy Stones, Shellie Stover, Lola Straub,  
 David & Elizabeth Strawn, Les Strong, Marge Tonascia. 

If you are in need of prayer,  
please contact one of the following: 
 
   Church Office…….937-4974 
   Janice Holland…...937-5455 
   Rosalie Matthews..937-3439 

 
or email the church office at orcuttpres.org 

 
your request will be shared with and prayed for by a group of prayer-s.  
 
there are prayer request cards in the sanctuary pews or on the  
information table in Wedaa Hall. 




