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Bruce Lethbridge  Pastor     bruce@orcuttpres.org 

Israel Gonzales  Associate Pastor   israel@orcuttpres.org 

Garry Grant   Commissioned Lay Pastor  garry@orcuttpres.org 

Mike Aguillon  Commissioned Lay Pastor  mike@orcuttpres.org 

Jenn Malone   Director of Children/Family Min. jenn@orcuttpres.org 

Amy Curti   Celebration Music Director        amycurtiandfam@gmail.com 

Meredith Brough  Choir Director   meredith@orcuttpres.org 

Haroldine Roberts  Organist    haroldine@orcuttpres.org 

Jerrie Harper   Session/Clerk of Session  jerrharper@yahoo.com 

Julie Coolidge  Wedding Coordinator  info@orcuttpres.org 

Josh Kerley   Worship Technical Support  info@orcuttpres.org 

Christian Garcia  Custodian    info@orcuttpres.org 

Cindy Baeza   Church Secretary   info@orcuttpres.org 

Staff 
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No Turning Back 
 
The Sunday after Easter I preached on the Scripture from John chapter 21 where  
Jesus restores Simon Peter to a place of service and leadership.  After that dramatic 
reconciliation and fresh commission, Peter looks over his shoulder and sees another 
disciple following behind Jesus and himself.  He asks what the future of that disciple 
is.  Jesus replies by telling Peter that is none of his business and that he needs to focus 
on his own discipleship - “You must follow me.” [John 21:22] 
 
I think many of us are like Peter.  We get distracted, or preoccupied with what  
another Christian is or is not doing.  But that gets our focus off where it needs to be: 
on Jesus himself, and the question of how we are, or are not, following him. 
 
When I came to faith at the age of 12, l learned a song called, “I Have Decided to  
Follow Jesus.” If you take the repetitions out of the first verse, it simply says, “I have 
decided to follow Jesus.  No turning back.”  That is Christ’s call on our lives.  Keep 
following me.  Keep looking at me for your example, your strength, your inspiration.  
If we keep our eyes on Jesus, we will do well. 
 
In these days and weeks following Easter, it is my prayer that all of us will stay on 
task and keep following Jesus.  Where he will lead may surprise us, but we know the 
ultimate destination and we have the promise of his companionship all along the way.  
Keep following him.  No turning back. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Bruce  
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God is so good! May is upon us and I thank Him for every day He has gifted 
us with. I will be spending the first part of May in Atlanta, Georgia at the 
ThinkOrange Conference. I will return May 4th. This experience is such a 
blessing for me. I am a rookie in the ministry. There is much that I am  
desiring to learn. This conference will present hands-on learning from experts 
in Children and Family Ministries. The ThinkOrange company created our 
last two VBS programs as well as our Sunday School curriculum. The Orange 
company focuses on the value of ministry being personally partnered and 
mixed with the children and families that we serve. I look forward to sharing 
what I learn in next month’s newsletter. 
 
Children’s Ministry is hosting another kids M&M movie night on Friday, May 
3. M&M (Movies and Ministry) continues to grow. The evening consists of 
games, food, a photo booth and a fun movie where a Biblical lesson is  
present. Wedaa Hall is transformed into a pajama party full of high energy and 
fun. 
 
Save the date for our 2nd Annual Talent Show! The kids want to showcase 
what God has blessed them with. The Talent Show will be held Saturday, June 
1 followed by a fantastic tri-tip chili dinner in Wedaa Hall. This event will be 
a fundraiser for our “Kids for Christ” summer camp. Tickets will be sold to 
attend the show and dinner. Please let Stephanie Wells (or me) know if you 
are interested in donating toward our silent auction. More details to come. 
 
Thank you for supporting our Easter Egg Hunt at OPC! There were 1,382 
plastic filled eggs donated along with money, toys, bubbles, stuffed animals, 
baskets, movies, stickers and many more creative gifts. The children who  
attended were blessed by your generosity.  
 
This summer’s VBS “Power Up” will be held June 24-28 from 9am-12noon. 
VBS gives our church an opportunity to reach unchurched children in our  
surrounding community who may have never heard of the Lord. VBS is the 
heartbeat of our summer ministry. VBS is Kingdom Work presented in a  
relatable way to the children. It’s an exciting, fast paced and moving week full 
of God’s love, Bible lessons, music, games, snacks, and crafts. Please let me 
know if you would like to serve in any capacity!  

continue on page 5 



5 

If you are considering serving in any aspect of the children’s ministry, please 
pray and consider where and how you feel you are being called. We will take 
you! 
 
God bless you…my brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Jenn Malone 
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Jesus command to make disciples is a command.  We tend to live as if 
it is a suggestion.  We live our lives, “attend” church services, even stay 
busy for God, and yet, none of those things ever measure up to the high 
calling and commandment that Jesus demands of his followers.  That is, 
to follow Jesus in such a way that others are compelled, invited,  
instructed, called, encouraged, trained to follow Jesus too.  The good 
thing is that Jesus supplies the power, the method, and the joy along 
the way.   
 
How Jesus made disciples is how we were meant to as well.  Jesus  
invested his time and patience in people; but he lived his life for the  
Father’s eyes.  He was full of compassion for people because he was 
full of the Spirit, full of the Father’s words, approval, and love.   
 
There is one verse that I have marveled at over the years.  John 15:15 
records Jesus talking to his own disciples near the end of his earthly 
ministry,  

“I do not call you servants any longer,  
because the servant does not know  

what the master is doing;  
but I have called you friends,  

because I have made known to you  
everything that I have heard from my Father.”   
 

I always focused on the part that Jesus called them friends but I’ve  
never really marinated in the why.  Jesus knew he was their master and 
that he is Lord.  But after journeying with them and investing in them, he 
turns to them and says, “you’re my friends” because “you know what I 
know.”  That’s amazing.  So simple and so powerful.  That’s what  
discipleship is.  Passing on what has been passed onto us.  Sharing 
what we have been shared with.  In essence, discipleship at its core is 
friendship.  Jesus at the end doesn’t say to them, “you’ve graduated to 
a higher level of spirituality” or “you’ve arrived at another level of  
servitude.”  No, he says, “you’re my friends.”   
 

 
continue on page 7 
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We do a great disservice to discipleship when we pass it off for others 
to do.  We pass it off to “professionals” to handle or we pass it off to 
the more spiritual (in our eyes).  But Jesus shows us how to make it 
our very own.  Deepen the friendship you have the ones you have and 
make new friends in my name.  Tell them everything you know what 
God has told you.  Listen to them.  Pray for them.  Laugh with them.  
Cry with them.  Eat with them.    
 

How can you follow Jesus’ command  
 of making disciples in your life right now?   
   This week?   
    This month?   
  
What do you need from the Lord  
  to help you deepen your friendship  
  with others around you? 
 
 



If you Wanna Be a Leader...You Gotta Be a Reader 
 
I feel blessed that I was born into a family of book lovers. From my early  
bedtime stories to my first copy of "Little House on the Prairie"...and the much 
beloved Boxcar Children series and Nancy Drew that filled our school library...I 
can't remember NOT reading something everyday. As I hit my double digits my 
Father enticed me to read some of the Classics in Literature by paying me $5 a 
book. Maybe it was $10. It felt like a lot of money at the time and was a job  
offer I couldn't refuse. (My grandmother also paid me $1 to practice the piano 
when she came over and you know where that got me!) From "The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer" to "The Yearling" to "Where the Red Fern Grows"....I read a lot 
of books that weren't necessarily "relatable" to a ten year old girl...but there was 
always something I could learn from them. It was also really fun to hit high 
school and have already read most of the books that were required reading. 
Thanks, Dad!  

 
I'm telling you about this because my seasons of heavy reading have ebbed and 
flowed over my lifetime. There have been some seasons where I could only 
squeeze in a page before falling to sleep or reading a few chapters, losing  
interest, and turning to a TV series which was less work and easy  
entertainment.  In March I was honored to be interviewed by the Superintendent 
of SB County Education, Susan Salcido. I was asked to talk about my years of 
leadership on Boards and some of my "championing" for the Arts and  
Education. As I perused the pre-interview questions (there were 28!) I noticed 
one that sent a slight pang of angst to my core. It said: "You have heard it said, 
'If you want to be a leader, then you need to be a reader', and so may we ask you 
what books you are currently reading and why?" I paused and reflected on the 
large pile of books by my bed. All the books that I had "tried" to read but only 
made it through a few chapters. The only thing I could honestly tell her was that 
I was reading the Bible. And that most days, that was enough. (That question 
didn't make it on air...but nevermind.) 

 
Since the interview, I have made a conscious effort to read daily. Something in 
addition to God's Holy Word. I am also trying to FINISH what I read as well as 
journal about it when something strikes a chord.  
 

continue on page 9 



Next time you see me around the church halls, I challenge you to ask me what 
I'm reading and why....and I hope that you will be able to tell me what YOU are 
reading as well...and why. After all, we are ALL leaders. Some of us are leading 
little ones in our home. Some of us are caring for and leading someone who is 
elderly. Some of us lead 32 children in a classroom 5 days a week. Others are 
leading prayer in a small group once a week. Or bringing a team together to 
pack groceries for 150 families on Friday afternoons. We are ALL leaders in 
one way or another...so let's get reading! 
 
Amy 
 
 
What's on my Bedside Table: 
 
 Grit by Angela Duckworth 
  
 Girl, Wash Your Face by Rachel Hollis 
  
 Braving the Wilderness by Brene Brown 
  
 Population: ONE Autism, Adversity and the Will to Succeed  
 by Tyler McNamer 
 
 Praying God's Word by Beth Moore 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed

   1 
10AM Women’s Bible Study/FR
 
6PM High School/OPC
6PM Women’s Bible Study/FR

5 
9:30AM OneChurch Service/S 
Brunch to follow in Wedaa Hall 
 
5:30PM Joyful Noise Kids Choir 
6:30PM Kids for Christ/ARK 

6 
 

7 
 
7:15AM Brown Bag/WH 
 
6PM Jr. High/OPC 

8 
10AM Women’s Bible Study/FR
 
6PM High School/OPC
6PM Women’s Bible Study/FR

12 
9AM Celebration Service/WH 
9:30AM Heritage Service/S 
11AM Study on Heaven with 
Pastor Garry/S 
5:30PM Joyful Noise Kids Choir 
6:30PM Kids for Christ/ARK 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
7PM Men’s Discipleship/FR 

14 
 
 
6PM Jr. High/OPC 
7PM Session Meeting/FR 

15 
10AM Women’s Bible Study/FR
 
6PM High School/OPC
6PM Women’s Bible Study/FR

19 
9AM Celebration Service/WH 
9:30AM Heritage Service/S 
11AM Study on Heaven with 
Pastor Garry/S 
5:30PM Joyful Noise Kids Choir 
6:30PM Kids for Christ/ARK 

20 21 
7:15AM Brown Bag/WH 
 
 
6PM Jr. High/OPC 
7PM Deacons Meeting/FR 

22 
10AM Women’s Bible Study/FR
 
6PM High School/OPC
6PM Women’s Bible Study/FR

26 
9:30AM Heritage Service/S 
 
10AM Church in the Park 
[Orcutt Community Park]         
11:30AM BBQ lunch 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
7PM Men’s Discipleship/FR 

28 
 
 
6PM Jr. High/OPC 

29 
10AM Women’s Bible Study/FR
 
6PM High School/OPC
6PM Women’s Bible Study/FR
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May 2019 

Wed Thu Fri Sat 

s Bible Study/FR 

6PM High School/OPC 
s Bible Study/FR 

2 
10AM Wise Men’s Study/FR 
 
6PM Heritage Committee  
Meeting/S 
 
7PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

3 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC Patio 
 
6PM M&M Night/Wedaa Hall 

4 

s Bible Study/FR 

6PM High School/OPC 
s Bible Study/FR 

9 
 
7PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

10 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC Patio 
 
 

11 
8AM Men’s Breakfast/WH 

s Bible Study/FR 

6PM High School/OPC 
s Bible Study/FR 

16 
10AM Wise Men’s Study/FR 
10:30AM Wisdom Class/WH 
 
7PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

17 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC Patio 

18 

s Bible Study/FR 

6PM High School/OPC 
s Bible Study/FR 

23 
10:30AM Wisdom Class/WH 
 
7PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

24 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC Patio 

25 

s Bible Study/FR 

6PM High School/OPC 
s Bible Study/FR 

30 
10:30AM Wisdom Class/WH 
 
7PM Choir Rehearsal/S 

31 
2PM Food Pantry & Clothes 
Closet/OPC Patio 
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On April 13, 2019, OPC Women's Ministries hosted our first ever  
Simulcast - handled by an amazingly creative team of OPC ladies.  
Well-known Bible teacher, Priscilla Shirer was teaching in another part 
of the country, and churches all over the US and the World tuned in to 
watch! It was a fantastic day - starting with a welcome and an opening 
prayer by Pastor Bruce. About 120 women attended - half from OPC 
and the other half from more than 16 different churches from Santa 
Barbara and San Luis Obispo Counties. The day was filled with prayer 
opportunities, teaching centered on John 15 about how important it is 
to Abide in Him, and what that means and looks like in our daily lives. 
We had wonderful times of worship, beautiful decorations, and a lovely 
lunch too! 
 
One of the outcomes we are most excited about is the way the women 
shared with us that their lives were touched and how they were spurred 
to a deeper commitment to Jesus and His Word. 
Here are a few of their comments: 

 
I enjoyed fellowship with other women and I learned about how 
to study the Bible and about being in alignment with God. 
I had an awesome day and really felt the Lord's presence during 
Priscilla Shirer "Going Beyond". She is so anointed. OPC is so 
welcoming. Thank you all for this day. 
So much opposition came against me to attend, and even during 
the beginning half of the conference. I know I was to be here and 
continue to surrender to God. 
A great day of encouragement in my faith. So appreciate the  
opportunity to attend and soak up the power of the Spirit. 
Wonderful, grateful and well fed! Loved everything about it - table 
decorations, food, fellowship and gifts - the pianist - awesome job 
women! 
 
 

continue on page 13 
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 This came at a very crucial time for me so PTL! 
          Thank you all for hosting this event. It is always empowering    
  when different churches gather together. 
          Thank you! God is present and changing hearts on the Central    
  Coast. You are a part of it! 
 
Another exciting outcome is the women we met who are leading 
women's ministries in their churches - we look forward to a continuing 
partnership with some of them as we share events, pray for each  
other, and celebrate the unity of the Body of Christ. 
 
The OPC team is prayerfully looking forward to planning other events 
in the future. In addition to women's Bible study in the morning and 
evening, we are planning to offer something special for women once 
each quarter. If you'd like to help plan any of these special events, or 
if you have ideas you'd like to share, please contact me. I'd love to 
hear from you!  
 
Lisa Long 
ByHisGrc@gmail.com   

mailto:ByHisGrc@gmail.com
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Gary Thomas, “Sacred Marriage” 

Discover a Deeper Intimacy with God  

Through Your Marriage. [6 sessions] 

 

This study will begin on Wednesday, June 12 @ 

6:30PM in the Fireside Room. Childcare is available. 

Please sign up at Information Central in Wedaa Hall, 

and if you have any questions please contact Pastor 

Mike.   
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5  Dick & Joan Barrett, Gary & Denese Beilke, Cindy Berry, 
 Ross & Kelly Blair, Jon & Kim Blanchard, Keith & Margie Bowker, 
12  Gary & Deborah Bramer, Meredith Brough,   
 Charles & Linn Brown, Sally Burns, Duane  & Maxine Campbell, 
19  Lee & Joey Carroll, Elias Casillas, Letty Mendoza [Jakob, Bella], 
 Bruce & Diane Christenson, Kim Chudoba, Jim & Julie Colegrove, 
26  Howard & Julie Coolidge, Don Copeland, Jean Corkhill, 
 Alfonso & Amy Curti, Steve & Sandra Cutts, Barry & Karen Dacus. 

If you are in need of prayer, please contact one of the following: 
 
   Church Office…….937-4974 
   Janice Holland…...937-5455 
   Rosalie Matthews..937-3439 
 
your request will be shared with and prayed for by a group of prayer-s.  
 
there are prayer request cards in the sanctuary pews.  
 

please fill out a card and place in the collection plate, in the basket on 
your way out or the brown box on the Information table. 
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8  Vernon Eason 
9  Don Copeland 
11 Maureen Sanders 
12 Barry Schneider 
13 Del English 
16 Stacey Lovell 
26 Tony Escobedo 
28 Don Engelbrecht 

05/07/1988 Warren & Stephanie Wells 
05/12/1951 Rev. Bob & Betty Wedaa 
05/17/1980 David & Lisa Long 
05/17/2003 Clint & Susan Freeland 
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993 Patterson Road, Orcutt 

805-937-4974 

Web site: orcuttpres.org 

Email: info@orcuttpres.org 


