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What is M&M [Movies and Ministry]? It is a
program for elementary age kids, kinder through
6th grade. The first Friday of every month [July
6] in Wedaa Hall from 6PM - 8:30PM. Parents
can drop their children off in their pajamas for a
movie, fun and a conversation about God!
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The Promise of Another Generation
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them.....”
- Matthew 19:14a
Eleven years ago this church celebrated our Centennial, marking 100 years of
witness and service in this community. On that wonderful occasion I said that I
was grateful for this achievement and sign of God’s faithfulness to us but that I
was more concerned about the church marking its next Centennial in 2107. Of
course I do not anticipate being here for that, but I am acutely aware that the
decisions we are making now have a tremendous affect on that goal.
I write these words on the eve of our Vacation Bible School, which this year we
anticipate bringing between 150-200 children to our campus as we seek to share
the love and truth of Jesus Christ with them. I am thankful for this great
opportunity to bring children to Jesus, as he commanded his disciples to do. And I
am optimistic as I look at how the Children and Youth Ministries of this church
have grown in recent months.

Threshold Ministries Leader Needs Housing
Many of us here at OPC have had the pleasure of meeting Liu Hai Yan,
who is currently in China but will be returning here in August to continue
her stateside responsibilities for Threshold Ministries.
Liu Hai Yan is looking for a shared housing situation with a nice Christian
family or a single lady in the Santa Maria Valley. She will need to return
to China every 3 months to accommodate her current visa requirements,
so maintaining an apartment on her own now is not practical. She is
willing to pay rent for her time in shared housing.
If you or someone you know would be able to help Liu Hai Yan find a safe
and loving environment during her time here, please contact Threshold
Ministries at 1-805-938-5882.
Thank you.
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What a contrast this is to many other churches that see few if any of the next
generation present among them. I have a colleague not many miles from here who
shared that their church has four children in it. They worry a lot about whether
their congregation will exist in 20 years. I am grateful that we here at OPC do not
have that anxiety. Our struggles are more along the lines of, “How do we help all
these kids get to camp?” Those are good problems to have.

One thing that I know we need to do is keep being open to the changes necessary
to reach out to new generations. That doesn’t mean everything changes, but some
things have and will continue to do so. I think we are on the right track here at
OPC, and now, eleven years after our Centennial, I feel more confident than ever
that our second Centennial celebration will indeed occur. All glory to God.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Bruce
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Amy Curti
Coming Back to the Heart of Worship…..! !
I want to thank all of you for the very warm welcome you have given me as a
new staﬀ member at OPC! Some of you may know my journey towards taking
this position but for those of you who don’t…may I entertain you for a few
minutes? My real “work” in becoming a musical worship leader began here in
Wedaa Hall over 7 years ago when I was stretched to move from my comfortable
position of leading from a piano by myself to working with a full band. I use the
word stretched because it truly was something I struggled with after years of
playing solo. Figuring out how to match everyone’s timing and style and having
to work alongside others who have a diﬀerent view of what “sounds good”…this
is where I was truly tested! Over time I relaxed into it, stopped taking myself so
seriously and learned to enjoy the challenges that came from working with a
team. I am beyond grateful that the church gave me this safe space to grow and
learn to lead and work together with other musicians. Fast forward to several
months ago when I was having lunch with one of my mentors: Sherry Grant. I
spoke of our search for a musical director for the Celebration Service and how
we really didn’t know where to start and Sherry looked me square in the eye and
said: “Amy, why don’t you do it?” I laughed. How was I qualiﬁed? How could I
do the position when I just accepted a position as Elder? There were so many
reasons to not answer that call and yet, it ate at me enough to mention it to my
husband who it turns out, wholeheartedly agreed with Sherry’s idea! Now I had
two conﬁrmations of my potential calling. Time to pray! I want to thank Bruce
and Israel for their incredible support and belief in me as I proposed this idea to
them and also our wonderful HR Elder, Denese Bielke for holding my hand
through the application/interview process.
I feel so so blessed to be a part of the Staﬀ at this church I have called my home
church for the past ten years. I learn so much from the hardworking,
God-seeking Staﬀ here and am loving our weekly meetings where we gather to
serve one another and pray for one another and for God’s direction of this church
body. My Savior is so good and I’m just so excited to see where He is leading us
in the Celebration service! !
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Dean Reynolds
Susan Ramsden
Juan Acosta Jr.
Lola Straub
Linn Brown
Michelle Frantz
Lynn Serna
Jean Kardel
Ida Richards
Jenn Malone
Stacey Ross
Norene Nims
Reta Lenerville
Pastor Bruce Lethbridge
Scott Merrell
Jerrie Harper
Letty Mendoza
July 1, 1989

Jon & Kim Blanchard

July 9, 1994

Ross & Kelly Blair

July 12, 1986

Dick & Joan Barrett

July 27, 1991

David & Barbara DeBoer

July 27, 1996

Pastor Israel and Ada Gonzales

continue on page 5
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So what is my goal in taking this new position? First and foremost: that our
church family would understand what worship is and that we would be known as
a people who worship!
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15
22
29

Will & Marie Smith, Vora Souza, Spencer Stimler,
Alan & Judith Stones, Shelli Stover, Lola Straub,
David & Elizabeth Strawn, Les Strong,
Margery Tonascia, Laura Valencia, Samantha VanPatten,
Bob & Dorothy Vusich, Rev. Bob & Betty Wedaa,
Dean & Shelley Wehr, Michael & Victoria Welch,
Warren & Stephanie Wells, Margaret Wielenga,
Geno Williamson, Mike & Shauna Wilson,
Bill Wurth, Juan & Aurora Acosta, Drew & Nelly Acosta
Juan Jr. & Stephanie Acosta, Herb & Ruth Adams

If you are in need of prayer, please contact one of the following:
Church Office…….937-4974
Janice Holland…...937-5455
Rosalie Matthews..937-3439

In “The Lost Art of Pure Worship” , Chris Dupre writes:
“Pure worship is that wonderful moment when a struggling heart
is able to get past itself and give honor and praise to the Worthy
One, and He receives the incomplete oﬀerings of that weak vessel
with open arms.”
I pray our church would have an atmosphere of praise and that we would be a
people of praise…for I believe there is always something to be thankful for.
Secondly: I pray we would be a church where everyone is able to freely exercise
their gifts and where everyone is included! This is the purpose for our weekly
worship nights where everyone with a musical gift is invited to come sing, play
and share in a time of worship. Don’t be surprised if you start seeing some
diﬀerent faces leading from an instrument or behind a microphone on Sunday
mornings. There is more talent than you might think in our church body! And
third, my heart beats steadfastly for the youth in our church. I pray that they can
develop the discipline of worship, even when life is diﬃcult and they have great
challenges. It is my hope that we can build into their lives by meeting regularly,
sharing a meal, some songs and our hearts. They are the future of OPC and they
are worth the investment! Would you join me in praying for them and for my
leadership? I know the enemy would love to see division, destruction and burn
out and I covet your prayers as we move forward into this new season.
I am and will remain faithfully yours,
Amy

your request will be shared with and prayed for by a group of prayer-s.
there are prayer request cards in the sanctuary pews.
please fill out a card and place in the collection plate, in the basket on
your way out or the brown box on the Information table.
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God is good…always. At this time, Children and Family Ministries is in
the heart of VBS week. This is a high-powered, God centered week. I want to
thank the church family for your support. I will reflect and provide more
information on VBS in next month’s Crosslink. Stay tuned!

As you may know, Ada and I along with my boys will be traveling to Rio de Janeiro
on July 18th and will be returning July 31. As I shared with you last May, last time I
visited two favelas (Piraquara and Rocinha), which are very poor, self-sustaining,
and dangerous neighborhoods. They are full of wonderful people who struggle to
make a living, and they’re also full of dangerous activity, drug cartels, and street
children. I was warned on numerous occasions to be careful when we visited
them, and we took precaution to only go with trusted people who lived and
worked there themselves. We need your prayers that all will go well as we visit
with various leaders in different places.
We will be representing Care Corps International, a Christian non-profit ministry
that trains trainers, mainly pastors and local leaders with crisis care and pastoral
skills to help victims of trauma in war zones and areas of disaster and great need.

Our goal is to establish new partnerships (and strengthen existing ones) with local
church leaders who have a heart for the poor, especially street children and their
families. My dear friend, Joseph, who lives there owns a private school in Rio and
is working toward establishing a school for street children who could receive a
high quality education for free. We are planning to meet with a number of leaders
like Joseph.

Several people have asked me to speak out on behalf of the Children
and Family Ministries First Annual Talent Show “Stars”. It was a success!
Twenty-two children participated ranging in age from 4 years through 18
years! I approached the idea of a talent show believing that the children had
so much to give and that it would be a fun event for the adults to attend.
Little did I know that God was working much deeper and on a grander scale. I
wasn’t prepared for the work He was going to do. I spent weeks working
with the children as they rehearsed and I saw and heard the acts over and
over. The rehearsals did not have the sparkle, glow, and presence of the Spirit
that was felt on the evening of. We will have another Talent Show next year
and I pray you will be there. You will be humbled and moved. Maybe even in
ways you are not prepared for. This was, by far, the most moving experience I
have had in a very long time. God was at work. The Talent Show became an
evening of worship and the King was in the spotlight.
I will be away from Orcutt Presbyterian for some time in July. I plan to
be vacationing and spending time with my husband and children. Looking
forward to returning and launching more within this ministry.
God bless you…my brothers and sisters in Christ.
Jenn Malone

Please pray for us and if you’re interested in helping us financially with this
mission trip, write your check out to Orcutt Pres and put RIO in the memo.
6
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Summer is here and everyone seems to be planning vacations. Summer break is
a great time to refresh and renew our bodies and souls with rest and relaxation.
When we return from sight-seeing, or visiting relatives and friends it is also a
good time to renew our commitment to the work of the church. We are blessed
to live in a country where freedom is one of our highest values. But freedom
comes at a cost. Just as Christ died on the cross so that we could be freed from
the bondage of sin, we have an obligation to live free, as children of God. A life
where the fruits of the Spirit; love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control thrive. We must remember there are
people and countries that do not have the freedom that we share, or know the
living God that we serve. As we return from our summer renewed and refreshed
let us also renew our commitment to following Christ, to proclaim the reason for
the hope in our hearts, and our call to stop injustice, to help the poor, and to
protect the downtrodden.
“May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your
whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.”

Sherry and I have just returned from a cross country road trip which took four
weeks and covered 6657 miles. We drove through 15 states, visited Yellowstone and
Mt. Rushmore, numerous museums, roadside diners, motels of varying comfort and
visited family along the way. We stopped at National Monuments, tourist attractions and
even took in the opening night of Star Wars – Solo. We had a wonderful time and came
away with a renewed appreciation for our country and its people. Thank you for your
prayers. We felt them all along the way. It’s great to be back home.
Since I have been away, I don’t have a lot to report on this month. The only major
project in the works is OPC’s conversion to solar electric power. Currently in the
engineering stage, this solar installation is not only environmentally sound but fiscally
sound as well. Soon OPC will reduce its “carbon footprint” and its electrical bill. We
should save at least one third on our bill and all at no out-of-pocket expense to the
church. More about this as the project moves forward.
On January 1st of this year we began to use a new financial management system
to keep track of the church’s giving. But keeping records of giving is only the first of
many capabilities for our new Church Management Software. If you have been
frustrated finding information in our current Church Directory or perhaps the change in
address or new email you sent to the office never made it to print. Help is on the way
and it will be a Breeze to operate. Our new software named BREEZE will soon be used to
enable all members and attendees to have the phone numbers and addresses they
need as close as their computers or smart phones. We have slowly been moving Church
Directory information to Breeze and starting July 15th, you will have access. Not only will
you be able to look up information but you will be in control of that information. No more
waiting for the office to change your address or email. You can do it yourself and make
sure the right information is there. Breeze is password protected and only members and
invited friends of the church will be able to access it. Yes, we are moving into the 20th
Century at Orcutt. On or about July 15 you will receive an email invite to join OPC’s
Breeze. It’s your choice. Contact me if you have questions or concerns.
Thank you for letting me be a part of your lives.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Garry
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July 2018
Sun
1

VBS Sunday

9:30AM One Service in the
Sanctuary, followed by Brunch
in the Hall.
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Communion Sunday

Mon
2

Tue
3
7:15AM Brown Bag/WH

Wed
4
Church Office - Closed today

Thu
5
No Wisdom Class this morning
1:30PM Meals Ministry/WH

4:00PM Intercessory Prayer/PC

9:00AM Celebration Service/WH
9:30AM Heritage Service/S
11:00AM Route 66 Bible Study/S 7:00PM Men’s Discipleship/FR
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Sat
7

2:00PM Food Pantry &
Clothes Closet/OPC
6:00PM M&M Night/WH

6:00PM Celebration Worship
Team Practice in WH
9

Fri

11

12
10:30AM Wisdom Class/WH

13

19
10:30AM Wisdom Class/WH

20

21

2:00PM Food Pantry &
Clothes Closet/OPC

3:00PM Bible Journaling - WH

26
10:30AM Wisdom Class/WH

27

28

6:00PM Celebration Worship
Team Practice in WH

14

2:00PM Food Pantry &
Clothes Closet/OPC

7:00PM Session Meeting/ FR
15
16
9:00AM Celebration Service/WH
9:30AM Heritage Service/S
11:00AM Route 66 Bible Study/S 4:00PM Intercessory Prayer/PC

17
7:15AM Brown Bag/WH

18

6:00PM Celebration Worship
Team Practice in WH
7:00PM Deacons Meeting/FR

22
23
9:00AM Celebration Service/WH
9:30AM Heritage Service/S
11:00AM Route 66 Bible Study/S 7:00PM Men’s Discipleship/FR

29
30
9:00AM Celebration Service/WH
9:30AM Heritage Service/S
11:00AM Route 66 Bible Study/S

24
Tile Cleaning in Wedaa Hall

6:00PM Celebration Worship
Team Practice in WH

31

6:00PM Celebration Worship
Team Practice in WH

25

2:00PM Food Pantry &
Clothes Closet/OPC

