
 
Sermon Notes | September 4, 2022 

Title: "Worth the Hype?" 
Text: John 1 

Part 1: Who is Jesus, really? 
"In the beginning..." is a callback to what book/story? Why is this 
important? 

John writes his gospel account "…so that you may _______________ 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of  God, and that by 
___________________ you may have life in his name. 

The "WORD" (Logos) in John 1 is ___________________, 
_____________________, ________________, __________________ 

What are some of  the names/titles given to Jesus in John 1? 

Part 2: How are you going to respond? 
"We first encounter Christ in revelation, and then in response to this 
revelation, we ________________ Christ, we _____________ Christ, 
we _____________________ Christ—this alone is faith."  

-Brian Zahnd, When Everything's on Fire 

Which character do you relate to the most right now? (circle one) 
John the Baptist     Andrew     Peter     Philip     Nathanael 

Why do you relate? 

What is John asking us (the readers) to do? 
______________, __________________, ____________________

Going Deeper | Study & Discussion Questions 

Tally up the number of  times John uses the following words in 
chapter 1: 
Word ____ Light ____ Life ____ Testify ____ 
See ____ Believe ____ 

Compare John 1:1-18 with the following passages: 
Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:15-20; Hebrews 1:1-4 
What do we learn about Jesus when we take all these passages into 
account? 

Compare John 1:14-18 with Exodus 33:18-23 & 34:4-7. 
In what ways is John connecting Jesus to the Exodus story? How 
are Jesus and Moses alike? How are they different? 

Why is it important that John saw the Holy Spirit descend upon 
Jesus? (See Isaiah 42:1-4; 61:1-3) 

Jesus gave Simon a new name - Peter. Who else in Scripture had 
their names changed? Why does this matter? 

Why do you think Nathanael went so quickly from skeptic to 
believer? (see Micah 4:1-4 & Zechariah 3:9-10 for some clues) 

What do you think is more effective in bringing people to faith in 
Christ: debates & arguments -OR- relationships & experience 

PRACTICE telling your story of  faith, your experience of  Jesus, 
or your understanding of  the gospel. Keep it short and sweet.


