
WHAT DOES LGBTQIA+ STAND FOR?

L Lesbian (noun, adjective). A woman who is attracted to other
 women. Some lesbians prefer to identify as gay women.

G Gay (adjective). Someone who is attracted to those of their
 same gender. This can sometimes be an umbrella term but
 usually it is used to describe men who are attracted to men.

B Bisexual or Bi (adjective). Someone who is attracted to persons 
 of their same gender as well as to persons of a different
 gender.

T Transgender or Trans (adjective). Someone whose gender
 identity differs from the one that was assigned to them
 at birth. (For example, a person may have been assigned
 male at birth but feels their identity is actually female.)

Q Either of these Q words are sometimes used to explain
 the Q in LGBTQIA+.

 Queer (adjective). A broad term used to refer to anyone
 who is not heterosexual.  In the past queer was a negative
 term but more recently is being used to describe all identities.

 Questioning (noun, verb). Someone who is unsure about
 or exploring their own sexual orientation or identity.



I Intersex (adjective). Someone who has reproductive or
 sexual anatomy that does not fit the typical definitions
 for male or female.  In the past the term hermaphrodite 
 was used but this is now out of date and considered
 derogatory.

A Any of these A words are sometimes used to explain the A
 in LGBTQIA+

 Asexual or Ace (adjective). Someone who experiences little or
 no sexual attraction, or who experiences attraction but does
 not feel the need to act on that attraction.

 Ally (noun). Someone who supports and advocates for
 members of the LGBTQIA+ community. 

+ The plus sign refers to the myriad of other individuals
 who are not identified in any of the other letters but
 feel different in a variety of ways.


