
Session 2, Chapter 1 The Cross and the 

Lynching Tree Discussion Questions 
 

 

What about Pastor Barry’s interview spoke to you, challenged you, or 

opened your eyes? 

• How do you see the legacy of lynching played out today? 

 

 

“Lynching was not regarded as an evil thing but as a necessity, the only 

way a community could protect itself from bad people out of the reach of the 

law.”    (4)         

 

• What    impact did the hidden identities of the lynchers have on 

society?         

• Did    the    hidden    identities help romanticize vigilantes or play into   

popular    ideals    of    masked superheroes    saving a community?         

• How did lynchings by white mobs affect the white   community? Did 

lynching serve to neutralize or eliminate the   interracial competition for 

employment, political and social   opportunities?    

• Did the unknown and yet known identities of the perpetrators of 

lynchings affect local Black communities? How?     

• How long did these effects last? Do you think memories of the lynching 

era (1880-1940) still have an effect on Americans today? How?     

 

Cone emphasizes that lynching was intended to invoke terror in Black 

people. For instance, Richard Wright says “I had already become as 

conditioned to their existence as though I had been a victim of a thousand 

lynchings.” This is similar to crucifixions. Do you see any parallels to today? (15) 

What is the connection between hope and music for Cone? 

• Did this expand the way you understood the Blues, or hymns? 

• Augustine is thought to have said “when we sing, we pray twice.” 

How does that resonate with this chapter? 

 



Further Resources 

“Lift Every Voice and Sing.”  

“Bye and By” performed by the Georgia Mass Choir  

Richard Allen’s autobiography (founder of the African Methodist 

Episcopal Church).  

Robert Johnson—Essential Mississippi Delta Blues. Cone mentions Robert 

Johnson in chapter 1. 

Dr. Barry Settle’s website 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MyS3HPInHtI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8-QIsYYjLY
https://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/allen/allen.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDfPHQux51A
http://www.drbarrysettle.com/

