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 THE ELEPHANT IN THE HOUSE 

 

This week is the time for the meeting of The Missouri 

Annual Conference.  For the most part it will appear 

relevant to members of our church only in that 

Pastor Debby and I will be gone from worship on 

Sunday morning, and relevant in that we both 

expect to be re-appointed to serve First Church for 

another year.  Speaking for both of us, we couldn’t 

be more delighted to have another year partnering 

in ministry with such a great church. 
 

 Beyond that, the Conference will see the 

retirement of some clergy, the ordination of new 

clergy, the approval of the budget, and a vote on 

a plan to reduce the number of districts from 9 to 5 

(sounds like a movie).  This will result in a net savings 

of $850,000 and should trickle down to a savings for 

our church.  The reorganization will mean, however, 

that we will have to find new ways to 

offer supervision to clergy and adjust to 

new patterns of relating that will prioritize 

the local church over the relationships in 

the greater connection. 
 

 What we won’t and can’t deal with 

is the elephant in the room. . . and that is 

our divergent views of human sexuality, 

how to read scripture, and who to 

include and how.  We can’t deal with it 

because according to our rules - only 

The General Conference of the UMC can decide 

such matters, and it meets just every 4 years.  The 

General Conference was supposed to meet over a 

year ago, but because of the pandemic must wait 

still longer to convene. The global gathering is now 

scheduled for Aug. 29-Sept. 6, 2022, in Minneapolis. 
 

 It’s easy to get why it has been postponed.  Not 

all delegates from every continent have been 

vaccinated and are freed by their governments to 

travel.  What’s more, a virtual meeting is too mind-

boggling complex, with the need for translators in so 

many languages.   
 

 But that leaves us with an elephant, and 

elephants consume large amounts of resources and 

can be rather destructive when kept in one’s house.  

I expect that another year’s delay (we can only 

hope and pray that we can have a meeting in 

2022!), will mean that we will see more and more 

people from either side leave the house, and plans 

will continue for at least one group to build an 

alternative place to live.   
 

 Twenty-five years ago, and in another context, a 

church historian I know observed that this is the 

worst time to start a new denomination, and the 

worst time to try and put the pieces of a 

denomination back together afterwards.  

I have every reason to think that nothing 

about our situation has changed.  We 

are living into a post-denominational 

world. 
 

 In the meantime, did I mention 

that Pastor Debby and I will be 

reappointed to serve First St. Charles for 

another year?  Here is where the action 

is.  Here is where lives are changed for 

the purposes of God in Christ Jesus.  Here is where 

we can find hope for the future of the church and 

joy in serving.  Here is where everyone is safe, 

welcome, and wanted.  Here is where all means 

ALL!  Thanks be to God. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Pastor Bart 
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May 4-July 27—GriefShare, on 
Tuesdays 

June —Pride Month  
June 7—Fast Forward survey 

deadline 
June 20-June 25—Youth Mission 

Trip to Milwaukee, WI 
June 27—The Way Forward 

Reconciling Committee display 
table in the Atrium 

June 28-July 2—Summer Day 
Camp 

June 3—Bicentennial Bash 
July 15—Red Cross Blood Drive 
July 24—Vacation Bible School 
September 23-26—Men’s Walk 

to Emmaus #169 
October 7-10—Women’s Walk to 

Emmaus #170 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the June 23, 2021, Spire are 
due in the church office by June 16, 2021. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Erma Kendall, who passed away 
on May 21, 2021, was the mother of 
Jackie Hutchinson. 

Paul Smith, who passed away on 
May 29, 2021 was the husband of 
Gloria Smith. 

Our deepest sympathies are extended 
to the family and friends of those who 

have recently passed away: 

WE APOLOGIZE FOR OUR ERRORS! 
 

In the May 26, 2021, Graduation section of 
The Spire, Ava Gwyneth Pingel’s name was 
misspelled. 
 

Additionally, four graduates were listed who 
had previously graduated: 

• Jason Maull graduated in 2019 
• Maria Maull graduated in 2019 
• Jordan Liana Johnston graduated in 2020 
• Logan Reece Nachtrab graduated in 2020 

 

We apologize for these errors and  
wish ALL our graduates great success!  

ERRORS!! 

Church-wide Survey:   
Fast Forward for the Next Generation 

 

Together, as we prayerfully consider how God would have 
us fast forward for the next generation at First St. Charles 
United Methodist Church, we ask that you complete this 5-
10 minute survey. Your response is important to us and to 
the life of our church.  
 

To find a copy of the survey, please go to the church 
website, firststcharlesumc.org, scroll down on the Home 
page and click on the Take the Survey button. This survey 
will close on June 7, 2021.  

JUNE is PRIDE Month 
 

In recognition of June being PRIDE 
Month, The Way Forward 
Reconciling Community of our 
church will be sharing our goal of 
ensuring that all feel safe, welcome 
and wanted at First St. Charles.  
 

Please visit The Way Forward Reconciling 
Committee’s table in the atrium on June 27! 

https://firststcharlesumc.org
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     Blood Drive at First St. Charles!  
    801 First Capitol Drive 
    Thursday, July 15, 2021  
   10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the Atrium. 
 

Go to the First St. Charles website —                     
www.firststcharlesumc.org/calendar/events                                                      

to schedule your donation appointment! 

              BICENTENNIAL BASH  
July 3rd 

2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
 

Step right up for circus entertainment,  
carnival games, cotton candy, and food 
trucks at this FREE family event!  
 

The entire community is invited to join us 
on July 3rd as we celebrate our 
Bicentennial Birthday! 
 

Parking is available on a first-come, first-
served basis in our parking lot off 
Jackson Street.  
 

Be sure to bring a lawn chair or blanket!  

Hello First St. Charles!  
 
I am the new Administrative Assistant for Church Communications 
and while I have been here just one short month, I already feel at 
home at First St. Charles. Many thanks for welcoming me with open 
arms and open hearts!  
 
I look forward to getting to know you all better and serving this 
wonderful church community.   
 
I want to know what you, as readers, members, guests, and our 
community, want to read about in The Spire. We want The Spire to 
serve as not only an easy access guide to all the wonderful 
happenings of our church, but it should also inSpire you – both inside 
and outside the church. 
 
Your input is valued and appreciated. Please send me your thoughts! 

contact@firststcharlesumc.org.  

Beth Kelley 

mailto:contact@firststcharlesumc.org
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Hello Friends! 

 

I am so grateful to serve as Pastor of Children, Youth, and their families 

at First St. Charles. It has been a joy and privilege to walk alongside 

you these past two years, and this is just the beginning! I am working 

on creating a set of expectations for myself and some hopes for our 

church that align with our mission statement of gathering new people 

to Christ, growing in Christ, and going for Christ. I ask that you be in 

prayer for our children and youth, along with their parents and leaders, 

as we live out the Spirit’s calling upon our lives.  
 

Below are some goals I have for myself and our church: 
 

 Children and youth have 4 adults at church who are not pastors or 

their parents who care about them and know their name (and the children know their name).  

 Parents serve at least once a quarter in children’s and youth ministry in some capacity. (Either in 

the background or in-person) or help their children serve in worship once a quarter. 

 By the time youth graduate high school, they will know the major narrative of the Bible (creation, 

Exodus, exile, Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, Acts, epistles) 

 By the time youth graduate high school, they will have served at least 3 times in some capacity 

in worship (greeter, acolyte, liturgist, somewhere behind the scenes). 

 Mission opportunities for children and youth will be offered at least once a year. 
 

I hope by offering and sharing these goals to remain accountable to you, and to God.  
 

God’s peace, 
 

Pastor Kate 

 

UPDATED GUIDELINES FOR MASKS 
 

• People who are fully vaccinated are 
welcome in the church building without a 
mask. Persons who are not fully vaccinated 
are expected to continue wearing a mask. 

• In-person worship will accommodate 
persons who wish to wear masks and persons who are not wearing masks. One 
side of the sanctuary, the piano side, will still allow people to social distance, sit 
every other pew, and wear a mask. The organ side of the sanctuary will be open 
for people to sit in every row without a mask. 

• The pastoral staff will wear masks on Sunday mornings except when leading 
worship. 

• Children’s and youth leaders and participants will continue to wear masks for 
the time being during children’s and youth activities. We do not require, but 
encourage, preschoolers to wear masks in preschool settings. 

• Our Welcome Team will continue wearing masks when serving on the team and 
greeting guests. 
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Donations to our ministry partners and friends  

Our blessings continue as we were able to 

give over $23,000 from our Easter Offering 

to our friends at Volunteers in Medicine St. 

Charles, a primary medical facility that 

provides healthcare services and medicine 

to the medically underserved in St. Charles 

and Lincoln counties. The staff are all 

volunteers—including the doctors and 

pharmacists—and their patients never pay a 

penny! This organization is enriching our 

community with their invaluable service and 

we’re thrilled to partner with them. 

We were blessed to present 

Lincoln Elementary with $7,500 

from our Christmas Offering that 

will be used to purchase books for their classrooms, a 

buddy bench for the new playground, and a new garden. 

We’re thrilled to partner with our friends at Lincoln 

Elementary and have been fortunate enough, through our 

members’ generosity, to gift them over $40,000 the past 

several years which directly benefits the youth of our 

community. Thank you to all the staff, teachers, students, 

and families at Lincoln for making our community so 

great! 

Our Summer Food Ministry Team:   
Backpack Ministry, FISH Food Pantry, & Oasis Food Pantry 

 

Our ministry partners at FISH Food Pantry and Oasis Food Pantry and our own Backpack Ministry 
continue to offer food assistance to families during the summer months when the children are out of 
school. This summer we are serving seven families with a total of eighteen children.  
 

We continue to need your generous donations of food items to help provide for these families. 
 

Please place your food items in the food pantry carts that are placed outside the church in the 
parking lot on Wednesday mornings between 8:00 and 11:00 a.m. Or, if you prefer, we have a team 
ready to pick up items from your front porch on Tuesday afternoon. To schedule a pick-up, please 
call or text 512-680-6779 with your name and home address. 
 

Here are the items that are needed at this time: 
 

pancake mix & syrup canned vegetables  canned fruit 
non-refrigerated juice canned meats beef stew 
boxed potatoes tuna helper corn bread mix 
rice spaghetti sauce crackers 
cookies children’s toothbrushes children’s toothpaste 
body lotion dish soap men’s deodorant 
women’s deodorant feminine hygiene products 

 

Our Summer Food Ministry Team thanks you for your continued generosity! 
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WELCOME Team Ministry 
 

Have a heart for service? Join our Welcome Team!  
 
Greet members and guests on Sunday prior to service and 
enhance their worship experience! There is no commitment to 
serve all morning, or even every Sunday. Try it once and see if 
it’s the right fit for you!  
 
If you’re interested, please contact Beth Kelley at 
bkelley@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-947-0066. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Walk to Emmaus Information 
 

FOR YOUR FIRST-HAND ENCOUNTER WEEKEND EXPERIENCE WITH JESUS! 
 

Thursday-Sunday, September 23-26, 2021 Missouri East Emmaus Men’s Walk #169 
High Hill Christian Camp, 20 Camp Lane, High Hill, MO 63350 

Contact: Edwin Bybee (BA): embkej@aol.com 
______________________ 

 

Thursday-Sunday, October 7-10, 2021  Missouri East Emmaus Women’s Walk #170 
High Hill Christian Camp, 20 Camp Lane, High Hill, MO 63350 

Contact: Kim Martin (BA): kim.martin@swbell.net 
______________________ 

 

Thursday-Sunday, March 17-20, 2022 Missouri East Emmaus Men's Walk #171 
Pinecrest Camp and Retreat Center, Fredericktown, MO 

More information coming about this walk. 
______________________ 

 

Thursday-Sunday, March 31-April 3, 2022 Missouri East Emmaus Women's Walk #172 
Pinecrest Camp and Retreat Center, Fredericktown, MO 

More information coming about this walk. 
 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE PICK UP YOUR  
EMMAUS INFORMATIONAL PACKET AT THE ATRIUM FRONT DESK!  

mailto:dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org
https://www.highhillcamp.org/
https://www.highhillcamp.org/
https://www.highhillcamp.org/
https://www.pinecrestcamp.org/
https://www.pinecrestcamp.org/
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Vacation Bible School               
at First St. Charles! 

Saturday, July 24                    

6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
 

Calling all space explorers:  Join us as we Blast Off to Mars and beyond! We'll 

have a FREE, special, one night Vacation Bible School (VBS) event for the entire 

family. Parents or guardians will stay and guide their space explorers through 

socially distanced stations around the church yard.  
 

 

For more information and register for VBS:  Please go to the church website, 

firststcharlesumc.org, scroll down on the HOME page and click on the To Mars and 

Beyond image.  

Day Campers:  All kids ages 6* to 12        
(* must have completed kindergarten in 2021) 
are invited to Summer Day Camp! The children 
will enjoy learning about God’s love in a safe 
and fun environment.   
 

To learn more about Summer Day Camp and to 
register your camper: 

• Please go to the church website, firststcharlesumc.org 
• Scroll down on the HOME page and click on the Summer Day Camp picture. 

 

Day Camp Volunteers:  Our Summer Day camp ministers children throughout 
our community. Volunteering at Summer Day Camp is a great opportunity to build 
relationships with kids in the community who may not have a church home. If you 
want to share God's love with children, please sign-up to volunteer!  
 

To learn more about Summer Day Camp volunteer opportunities and to volunteer: 
• Please go to the church website, firststcharlesumc.org 
• Scroll down on the HOME page and click on the Summer Day Camp picture. 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
http://firststcharlesumc.org
http://firststcharlesumc.org
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Options to Attend Worship Services 
 

There are many ways to worship at First St. Charles! 
 

• In-person worship is one worship service at 9 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m. on Sundays in the sanctuary. Communion 
will be served each Sunday. 

 

• Worship on-demand is available at your convenience 
on the church’s website, firststcharlesumc.org. 

 

• Live stream in-person worship is available on Sundays 
at 9 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. This option allows the 
worshiper to participate in communion. 

 

• Audio worship is available by calling 636-947-0067. 
 

We look forward to worshiping with you! 

WAYS TO GIVE 
 

Through your generosity, ministries of 
First St. Charles are able to continue 
during this time of uncertainty. Your 
generosity also allows us to stay 
connected online through online worship, 
daily devotionals, small groups and other 
online ministries.  
 

There are four ways that you can give—
online, in-person at the 9:00 a.m. 
worship service on Sunday mornings, 
mail your gift to the church office, or text 
636-255-8819 to give. Thank you for your 
generosity and staying connected to our 
community of faith.  

BICENTENNIAL HISTORY BOOK:  1821-2021 
BY VALERIE BATTLE KIENZLE 

 

We are grateful that local historian and church member, Valerie Battle 
Kienzle, has created a bicentennial history book of First St. Charles UMC.  
 

To download the full history book, please visit the church website, 
firststcharlesumc.org, scroll down on the HOME page, click on the 
Download the Bicentennial History Book button. 
 

If you would like to receive a printed version, please contact the church 
office. One complimentary printed copy is available per family.  

 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
http://firststcharlesumc.org

