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Then he said to them all, “If any wish to come after me,
let them deny themselves and take up their cross daily

and follow me.” 
-Luke 9:23 NRSV
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Staying in Love with God

Our stewardship sermon series has us digging into John Wesley’s Three Simple Rules: do no
harm, do all the good we can, and stay in love with God. This third rule, stay in love with God, is a
paraphrase of a much longer paragraph that Wesley wrote on the ordinances of God. We will
open up this rule this coming Sunday (October 18).

Wesleyan practical theology points out that true faith expresses itself in concrete acts of piety
and mercy.

What is piety? Our personal and corporate acts of devotion to God. Wesley described active
piety as engaging in prayer, searching the scriptures, regularly participating in Holy Communion,
fasting or abstinence, and Christian conferencing. Wesley believed we would grow closer to God
by fellowshipping through small groups for “mutual accountability and spiritual growth.”

What is mercy? Our acts of compassion when we actively feed the hungry, visit the sick, seek
justice, and deny ourselves. That is the committed, daily practice of sanctification through
intentional obedience to Jesus’ commands of love. Wesley emphasized this in his sermon "Self-
Denial," noting that “a day without cross-bearing is a day lost in the life of a Christian.”
Putting devotion and compassion together helps us to draw near to God, or to “stay in love with
God.”

When piety and mercy unite, stewardship transforms from a simple chore or task into a
thoughtful diving call to obedience. Piety provides the structure and framework of duty, respect,
and honor to God, while mercy provides the heartbeat of love and human connection. It has
been said, without piety, stewardship can become self-serving; without mercy, it can become
rigid and legalistic.

Active faith asks encourages us to create a balance where we are learning to love God so that we
learn to love and serve people. Balance reflects an inner grace that begins to flow outward, and
we find ourselves in a beautiful spiritual rhythm that keeps us coming back to God. Thought for
the week: What comes to mind when you think of staying in love with God?

I am always thankful for your generosity and love. See you Sunday.
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Pastor Kim
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LGBBQ

We had a wonderful time at our LGBBQ! Beautiful
weather, yummy food and great company! 
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Join our Welcome Team!  It's the best way to

meet members & guests on Sunday mornings! 

If you’re interested, contact Olivia!

SMALL GROUPS & MINISTRIES



LGBTQ+
Small Group

Bring your own dinner and 
enjoy a time of fellowship!

Third Tuesday of the month
catherine collier room 

@ first st. charles
6:00 pm

showers
volunteer sign up

Hot Hands
Rain Ponchos
Disposable razors
Hoodies
Men’s jeans (sizes 30-34)    
Gloves                 

SMALL GROUPS & MINISTRIES

Showers of Blessing
Donations 
Needed: 
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Rick Bahr

2026 Leadership Board2026 Leadership Board

Tyler BrownKathy Avery Donna Baeten

Greg DeKoster
Finance Chair

Michael MonahanMargaret Harper John McClure
Chair

Carissa SandersJarred Ray
Trustee Chair

Tim Mosher
Lay Leader Liason

If you have thoughtful inquiries or concerns, you may reach out to the
Leadership Board in confidence at:

ContactLeadership@firststcharlesumc.org
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events

55+ BINGO POTLUCK
Third Tuesday of the month at 11:30 am

tues

20

COMMUNITY CARE
Third Tuesday of the month 8-10 am

tues

LGBTQ+ SMALL GROUP
Third Tuesday of the month at 6 pmtues

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP
Third Tuesday of the month at 3 pmtues

OCTOBER

23 HALLOWEEN TRIVIA NIGHT
All proceeds benefit our youth missionsfri

10/25-
11/8

WINTER CLOTHING DRIVE
All donations will be given to Showers of Blessing

25 FIRESIDE FELLOWSHIP
A youth group bonfire at 5pm!sun

1
ALL SAINTS DAY

During worship our congregation will remember
those who have passednov
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