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Rev. Dr. Kate Hanch
with her first

published book!



     It falls upon us like a yearly challenge to faith. The leaves come at us relentlessly. Beth and I have
about 30 oak and hickory trees in our backyard at the farm. For about a month or two every year, they
come like rain and it’s a challenge to keep up. I try. Last week, I spent several hours carrying around my
huge leaf-blower, battling my fallen foes. I got everything so beautifully clean, and I was so proud. It
looked great. 

     Then Beth and I got into the car and left for a bit. It seemed but a moment that we were gone, but
when we returned the wind had picked up and more leaves had fallen—more than were there when I
had started. How did that ever happen? How can I ever keep up? 

     It feels like a metaphor for so much that is going on in our community of faith. Here’s a few of the
random leaves that are blowing:

The Multi-Purpose Room is being renovated. When it will be finished? I can’t say. The big challenge is
getting the materials that have been ordered. It will be done when it’s done, though I’m hoping for
Christmas.

Some folk have asked about our Charge Conference. With the reduction in the number of Districts,
our Charge Conference is now no longer a meeting of the whole church, but a Zoom meeting,
scheduled for January 8th that will be held for a whole bunch of churches, and to which only
Leadership Board members are invited to participate.
         To keep you up to speed, elsewhere in this newsletter we’ll publish a list of who has been
         nominated by our Nominating Committee and approved by our Leadership Board for
         leadership in the coming year.

Others have asked about our budget. We budget based on our pledges, rather than pledging our
budget. So, until we know what we have committed for the 2023 year’s ministry, the budget can’t be
completed.  We’ll be sure to share it with you when we have it to share. I can tell you that overall, we are
financially where we expected to be. . . with one striking exception—people have already given so
spectacularly to our Fast Forward Campaign that we are on track to have received about $900,000 in
just this first year of our three-year commitment. This means that we are paying down our debt much
faster than anticipated and, as a result, will be paying significantly less interest going forward.

There are changes to our denomination that are happening, and questions swirl. I can only tell you
what I told one of our dear members when asked: that nothing has changed at First St. Charles. We
have always been and will be committed to loving everyone God loves! Our mission as a church hasn’t
changed.

That said, two of our church’s ministries are evolving. Our “Way Forward Group,” has changed its name
to “Inclusivity Matters” and have identified as their mission: 1) to reach new LGBTQIA+ persons, 2)
education of the culture within our church, and 3) advocacy within our church and in the larger UMC
for complete LGBTQIA+ inclusion. What’s more, our “Confidential Group,” of LGBTQIA+ persons
has decided to no longer be confidential. This means that we have a greater opportunity to publicize
and share with others who are looking for a support group for themselves.

                                                                                                                                                       continued on next page...

Swirling Leaves



Our building that had to be shut down for Covid, and has since come
roaring back with groups more than ever meeting in our facility. The
latest additions are two AA groups—one that averages 60 persons!
Don’t you love seeing God’s space come alive with people whose
deep needs are being met? 

These are just a few of the random leaves that are blowing. So much
of what’s happening is beyond our control. I can only tell you that
we’re all trying to keep up with all that’s swirling.

And, given the opportunity, later this week I’ll be back at the farm;
back with the blower on my back, and pushing the leaves away for as
long as they’ll stay away!

Blessings on your yard work!

Bart

Join us in welcoming 
Jane Mayer 

Elisha Kirkpatrick
Diana Trimarke

& Rose Bean 
to our First St.
Charles family!

Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D.
Rev. Debby Bartley

Rev. Kate Hanch, Ph.D.
Rev. Keith Janis

Patti Adams
Karla Curry

Stacey Davis
Eric Heien

Jennifer Heien
Kerri Johnson

Beth Kelley
Jenny LeGoff

Jack McCormick
Jim Nichols

Olivia Osterhage
Carolie Owens

Katie Roam

Meet the Staff

Dan McPherson passed away on October 14, 2022
 

Norma Dillon, wife of Paul Dillion and mother of
Penny Dillion & Michael (Kim) Dillion, passed away

on October 15, 2022
 

Gail Starke, wife of Ken Starke, passed away on
October 18, 2022

 

Shirley Hilliard, mother of Brint (Sharilyn) Hilliard,
passed away October 21, 2022

 

Kathryn "Kitty" Menefee, mother of Mike
Menefee and Sharon (Bill) Frazee, passed away on 

October 22, 2022

SPECIAL BLESSINGS & PRAYERS

LIFT UP IN PRAYER



Fall is in full swing for NextGen ministries at First St. Charles!  
Mrs. Margaret "Meg" Love has been teaching our confirmation students about John Wesley and
the spread of Methodism. She gifted them socks so their feet will be strangely warmed. Do you
know that phrase is connect to John Wesley? Ask one of our confirmands about it! This week, our
confirmands will explore what worship is and what it means.  

Our lock-in for all youth is quickly approaching November 11!
We have 15 students signed up so far. Last year we had 20, 
so we definitely want to beat that record! Parents can sign 
their student up here: https://forms.gle/GoJapeYq8gthg2i78.  
If you are a night owl who likes to have fun, we have a 
volunteer spot for you at the lock-in to minister to our 
teenagers!
 

Jennifer Heien is doing an amazing job as Sunday School Superintendent! She's equipping,
organizing, and leading our Sunday School preschool and children’s ministries. In November, we’ll
be exploring what it means to listen to God’s voice. We’ll hear stories about Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah,
and Jeremiah. Do you know the stories of those prophets? Our teachers have stepped up in
engaging our children and building relationships with them. And Mark Williams and other leaders
have taught our children some wonderful new songs! We are always interested in having people
join in our ministry to our children and youth, so please talk to Jennifer or me if you are interested!  

If children would like, they are welcome to wear their costumes to church this Sunday, October 30
(provided they’re not scary). We will have a blessing tag for them that day to pray for them as they
celebrate Halloween during the 10 a.m. Sunday School hour.  

Our next Tiny Tot Time will be November 13th at 4 p.m. In addition to lots of playtime, our tiny tots
and their families will assemble care packages for our Showers of Blessing friends. What’s great
about our Tiny Tot time, is that it’s a no RSVP, low level commitment for parents who often feel
overwhelmed. It’s a place for fellowship and play for those who need it most! Contact Beth Kelley if
you have any questions.  

Youth group will have a Veggie Tales themed party this Sunday (10/30) during youth group from 5-
6:30 pm. We’ll enjoy the nostalgia of talking vegetables who tell us bible stories and silly songs.
Youth are welcome to dress up as pirates who don’t do anything, or another fun costume!  
 

Thank you for your continued faithfulness in teaching our young people 
about faith. And thank you for the privilege of allowing me to walk 
alongside your families in this faith journey! 
 

God bless,  
 

Pastor Kate 

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES

https://forms.gle/GoJapeYq8gthg2i78


It's SPIRIT WEEK at First Kids! 

FIRST KIDS



Congratulations, Kate!

BOOK LAUNCH!

We are thrilled to celebrate 
Rev. Dr. Kate Hanch, 

our Associate Pastor for
Families & Youth, as her first

book, Storied Witness was
recently published! 

Listed in the Englewood Review "Ten Theology Books to Watch For"
Named a top religion best seller by Christian Century Magazine

Copies are
available for sale in
the Church Office

for $28.00. 



OUTREACH MINISTRIES

Canned Peas
Canned Carrots
Chicken Noodle Soup
Mac-n-Cheese Cups
Individual Fruit Cups
Individual Snacks
Spaghetti O's
Canned Tuna

We are running low on donated supplies! 
Please see the list below and consider bringing in some items. The donation

bins are located in the atrium, or outside the church on Wednesday mornings.    



OUTREACH MINISTRIES



OUTREACH MINISTRIES



Katie

There are a lot of exciting things going on around here! If you’re not
already plugged in to a small group or serving ministry, we have a few
new opportunities for you to consider. 

The Contemplative Path, meeting this 
Thursday, offers a quiet and reflective 
space for you to re-center yourself. 
The meditations offered will help 
refresh your soul and become more 
attuned to the presence of God in 
your life. 

Pastor Bart is teaching a new section of Exploring the Bible on
Mondays at 6:30pm starting November 7th. This survey of the Bible
will offer you new insights into the history, context, and interpretation
of the scriptures. For more information or to sign up, contact the
church office. 

Our LGBTQ+ Small Group will meet on November 8th at 6pm in
room 109. Bring your own dinner and enjoy a time 
of fun and fellowship!

Finally, there is still time to join the effort to 
save lives this winter as part of our Warming 
Center Ministry. We will activate in December, 
January and February to provide a safe shelter 
on nights when temperatures drop below 20 
degrees. Trainings are coming up soon, so if 
you’re interested in serving, email me at 
kroam@firststcharlesumc.org ASAP! 

UPCOMING CONNECTIONAL MINISTRIES

mailto:kroam@firststcharlesumc.org


SMALL GROUPS

October 27th
We plan on meeting at

the Bike Stop Café
(701 S. Riverside Dr.) 

around 7:45 a.m.

Email Beth Kelley if you plan on joining!    
bkelley@firststcharlesumc.org

Join us for fitness & fun!
 

And of course, we'll stop for
treats afterwards! 



SMALL GROUPS

Send prayer requests to: contact@firststcharlesumc.org
or www.firststcharlesumc.org

Join our Prayer Team! 
They meet every Wednesday at 9 a.m. at the church in Room 302

Our Welcome Team is the BEST way to meet
members & guests! 

 
You sign up for the Sundays you want to serve,

as it fits your schedule. 
 

If you're interested in being a friendly face on
Sunday mornings, please contact Beth Kelley:  

 bkelley@firststcharlesumc.org



SMALL GROUPS



SMALL GROUPS

Did you know? You can NOW
pay with a credit card when

                      you come for
                         the 55+ Lunches!



SMALL GROUPS

2023 LEADERSHIP BOARD

2023 Leadership Board 2023 Nominating Committee

John McClure, Chair
Jane Grayson, Finance Chair

Jarred Ray, Trustees Chair
Kevin McGaughey, PPR Chair

Kathy Craig, Finance
Greg DeKoster, Finance

Margaret Harper, Trustee
Daniel Jackson, Trustee

Barbara Kryvko, Lay Leader
Taylor Lawson-Smith, PPR

Michael Monahan, PPR

Barbara Kryvko, Lay Leader
George Anagnos
Jennette Barker

Bob Caldwell
George Estopare-Ilse

Angie Hess
Luke Jackson
Jill Nachtrab

Michelle Peterson
Ashley Powell



We use pledges as the basis for planning our ministry together in
2023.  Although we have been living in challenging and changing
times over the last few years, your generosity and faithfulness have
allowed our church to continue its mission, change lives, and make
an important impact in our community. 
 

The 2023 Ministry Fund Pledge Card can be found on our website, 
www.firststcharlesumc.org/give 
 

Thank you, thank you, for the prayer you give to your commitments!

2023 MINISTRY PLEDGE

It's not too late to make your 2023 Ministry Fund pledge!



TRIVIA NIGHT

GIVING

MOVED
TO

WESLEY
HALL



If you haven't contacted the church office to let us 
know if you want included in the 2023 Church 
Directory, please do so before November 1st.  

If you don't opt-in to the directory, you will not 
be placed in it. 

And if you'd like to submit an updated photo, send it to:
contact@firststcharlesumc.org 

FAST FORWARD UPDATE

2023 DIRECTORY

 

As of September 2022, we've received almost $849,000 for
the Fast Forward Campaign to reduce our debt and make

improvements to the Multi-Purpose room.



SPIRE

walking
group

CALENDAR

16 17 18 19

20 21

2 3 4 5

6 7

1

26 27

31

11

25

SPIRE

8 9

30

22 23

13

walking
group

INCLUSIVITY
MATTERS

COMMUNITY
CARE

CAREGIVERS
SUPPORT

10

GRIEFSHARE

GRIEFSHARE

PRAYER
GROUP

PRAYER
GROUP

PRAYER
GROUP

PRAYER
GROUP

PRAYER
GROUP

24

GRIEFSHARE

14 15

28 29

TRIVIA
NIGHT

TINY TOT TIME

SPIRE

12

walking
group

EXPLORING
THE BIBLE

THE
CHOSEN

THE
CHOSEN

THE
CHOSEN

CONTEMP. 
PATH

YOUTH
LOCK-IN

26

55+
LUNCH

SURVIVING
THE

HOLIDAYS

EXPLORING
THE BIBLE

EXPLORING
THE BIBLE

LGTBQ+ SMALL
GROUP



16

In-Person Services
at 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

On Demand via our
website: 

 firststcharlesumc.org
Live Stream via

Facebook or YouTube
at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Audio Worship
(636) 947-0067 


