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     I have a friend who has as a lifegoal, to learn one new thing each day. At
the end of each day, in a journal, she writes a sentence or two recording
the one new thing she learned. She has facts recorded in the journal. She’s
recorded learnings from relationships. She takes note, regularly, of
insights that she’s gleaned from prayer and from internal reflection. Each
day, a new note.

     Can I admit that I haven’t had her level of intentionality and discipline?
Still, I do like learning. One of the learnings/insights for me out of our
discipleship initiative three years ago was that we all have the possibility of
moving through various stages in a pathway of giving. Indeed, our life as
givers starts with 1) An Initial Gift, then 2) we move to the place we are
Giving Consistently, and then 3) to where we are Giving Intentionally.

     A fourth stage comes when we start 4) Giving Sacrificially. This is the
stage we talked about in the message this past Sunday, October 10th. It’s
at this stage that we start to prioritize our faith, moving God and others
into a place that is ahead of our own needs and wants. I’m learning too,
that there is a 5th and final step in the pathway: becoming 5) A Life-Time
Giver. As we mature in our giving, as we mature as disciples, we look to the
longer term. We look to make an impact beyond our own life, or
experience.

     Perhaps, the whole of our current “Fast Forward for The Next
Generation” initiative could fit in this fifth and final part of the pathway.
We’re being invited and challenged to a kind of generosity that can’t
possibly see “what’s in it for us” . . . except the increased levels of trust that
giving builds in us, and the confidence that God would honor our leaving a
legacy for future generations.

     As I reflect on my own struggles with generosity, I know that on any
given day I can spend spiritual time in one or more of those various stages.
I know, too, that I’m just dipping my toes in the deeper end of the
baptismal waters as God is nudging me toward gifts whose outcome and
impact I may never see.

     How about you?
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Michael and Sara Harrer welcomed Emily Jo Harrer
into the world on 9/22/21. She joins big brother Elias
James Harrer. Grandparents are Jim & Jane Harrer.
Great-Grandparents are Jerry & Barb Varker. Uncle
Matt & Aunt Julie Harrer, along with cousins, Molly &

Abby are all excited for this new addition to their
family!

Eloise Judith Lynn Smith, born 9/5/21 to Derek
Smith & Taylor-Lawson Smith. She is also welcomed

by big brother Nash Smith. 

Sophie Joanna Bauer, born 9/19/21 to Joe &
Katie Bauer. She is also welcomed by big brothers

Carson & Evan 

Join us in welcoming these
new blessings into the world!

Special Prayers & Blessings

Lift Up in Prayer
The family and friends of Brad

Fredrickson, father of Carissa Sanders,
who passed away September 29, 2021

The family and friends of Amy Mauer
Dockery, sister of Carl Mauer, who
passed away September 28, 2021

A special note from
Emily Lucas - 

Many thanks to everyone
for your prayers, thoughts,
flowers, cards and phone

calls while I was recovering
from surgery at home. God

is great and being pain-
free is wonderful!

Join us in welcoming our
Director of Marketing
and Outreach, Olivia

Osterhage, into
membership. 

 

Welcome to the 
First St. Charles family,

Olivia! 



Volunteer Opportunities

NEW Small Group Study

Dear Friends,

I would like to offer you an opportunity to join me for a six week study
called “Embracing the Journey: The Way of Christ”.  This is a spiritual
journey that will draw participants into daily time with God through
individual reading and reflection and then we will gather weekly with
others in a small group for deeper exploration.

It has two primary components: individual reading and daily exercises
throughout the week with the Participant’s Book, and a weekly two-hour
group meeting.  We need a minimum of six participants and a maximum
of twelve.  If you are interested please let me know.  We will be meet on
Wednesday afternoons from 1 to 3 p.m. at the church.   We will begin our
sessions with an orientation on November 3rd.

You can contact me through email, kjanis@firststcharlesumc.org or
phone 314-952-8568. 

Your brother in Christ,

Pastor Keith

mailto:kjanis@firststcharlesumc.org


Backpack & FISH Ministries 
 

A new school year is here and our Backpack Ministry is
gearing up to help children at Lincoln and Monroe
Elementary Schools get a nutritional breakfast and
lunch on the weekends. For the past eight years, this
ministry has donated food, money and time to fill
weekly backpacks that have fed about 70 children.
We continue to need your generous donations of
food items to help provide for these families.
 
Please place your food items in the food pantry carts
that are placed outside the church in the parking lot
on Wednesday mornings between 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Or, if you prefer, we have a team ready to pick up
items from your front porch on Tuesday afternoon.
To schedule a pick-up, please call or text 512-680-
6779 with your name and home address. 

Items Most Needed
canned carrots
breakfast  bars
chili with beans
Knor sides
individual mac-n-cheese cups

Outreach Ministries

Children and Youth Sunday schools will not meet on October 17 so that
they can serve with their families at this event. 

 

Preschool Sunday School and nursery care will still meet October 17.



Children, Youth & Family Ministries

     Thank you to everyone who filled out a children’s ministry
survey. Jackie McMahon, our Sunday School Superintendent,
and I are grateful for your responses. While it may take time, we
are looking at your responses to see how we can help your
children grow in their faith, and help you, as adults, guide your
children to learn about Jesus. 
     We also thank you for your flexibility as we seek to ensure
children remain safe, and know that they are welcome and
wanted here at First St. Charles! 

On October 31, children can wear their costumes to Sunday School! 
All children will receive a special glow-in-the-dark toy that they can use for Trick-or-Treating! 

Youth Group is on the move and
teaming up with the students at Church
of the Shepherd. We'll be at Shelter 1 at

McNair Park on Oct. 24th. Parents are
welcome to stay.

 

 There will be a costume contest—and
costumes with biblical themes get extra

points! We'll have music, games,
pumpkin carving, smores, and more. 

 

Bring your own pumpkin to carve and
join us!!

This is Pastor Kate's first time leading a
Lock-In at First St. Charles and she would
love to recruit a few adult leaders to hang
out with our youth either Friday evening or
Saturday morning. We’ll have an abundance
of food and caffeine! 
We want our students and their friends to
feel safe, welcome and wanted so they can
fellowship together! 
Safe Sanctuary certification and a love for
teenagers is required. 

Contact Pastor Kate for more details!

Pastor Kate



First Kids

First Kids Fall Fun!



Blessing of the Animals

On Sunday, September 26, we had
our special blessing of the animals

service! It was a way to witness God
and the Church's love, care, and

concern for creation.
We also had a time of remembrance

for our pets who are no longer with us
physically.

 



Suzanne and her husband Bill first starting attending First St. Charles in
2001. Bill was an estimator for a commercial glass company that did the
work on the church's atrium glass. They were fairly new in town and Bill
really liked the pastor and suggested they visit this church. They joined
soon thereafter. 

It was 2019 when Suzanne felt called to start 
attending regularly. Later that year, she was 
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. It was 
nothing short of a miracle that it was 
discovered early, as it's a type of cancer that
 isn't easily detected. Suzanne recalls, "lying 
on the hospital bed after my tests, I knew at 
that moment that God has a purpose for my
 life and He wasn't done with me yet! 
Regardless of the outcome, I knew He was with me and would help me
through. I recommitted my life to Him at that moment. He had led me
back to church prior to my illness where I had Pastor Bart, Pastor Debby
and the whole church praying for me. He had given me the love and
support of faithful family and friends."  Today, Suzanne is cancer free and
knows that God is with her every step of her journey. 

On Sunday, prior to worship, you'll see Suzanne and Bill greeting
members and guests, as they are new additions to the Welcome Team.
They look forward to sharing in fellowship at church and Suzanne
encourages others to find something that speaks to your heart and give
it a try! 

The next time you see Suzanne and Bill, stop and introduce yourself!
They love meeting and connecting with their church family!

Member Spotlight

Meet Suzanne Rzepka!



 

Get Inspired! 
October is Pastor Appreciation Month! 

Now we ask you,
brothers and sisters, to

acknowledge those who
work hard among you,
who care for you in the

Lord and who admonish
you. Hold them in the
highest regard in love
because of their work.

1 Thessalonians 5:12–13 

Our tremendous pastoral and church staff are dedicated to our mission of
gathering new people to Christ, growing in Christ, and going for Christ.

Help us in celebrating their devotion to our First St. Charles family!



Have a heart for service? 
Join our Welcome Team! Greet

members and guests on Sunday prior
to services and enhance their worship
experience! There is no commitment

to serve all morning, or even every
Sunday. Try it once and see if it’s the

right fit for you!

If you’re interested, contact Beth Kelley
at bkelley@firststcharlesumc.org or

636-947-0066.

Small Groups

mailto:bkelley@firststcharlesumc.org


     NEW T-SHIRTS!      
The Way Forward

Reconciling Community
just received another
shipment of colorful

First St. Charles T-shirts.
They are long sleeve t-

shirts, arriving just in
time for the cooler

weather ahead. 

Stop by the
Community’s table in the

Atrium on Sunday
mornings during the

month of October and
pick-up a t-shirt. The

shirts are free, thanks to
a grant the Community

received from the
Missouri Conference of

the United Methodist
Church.

Upcoming Events

EMERGENCY BLOOD SHORTAGE! 
The Red Cross national blood

inventory is the lowest it's been at this
time of year since 2015, with less than
a day's supply of certain blood types

in recent weeks.

The Spire is published on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month.
Articles for the October 27th, 2021 Spire are due by October 20th.                

 You may email them to contact@firststcharlesumc.org. 

Sunday, October 31st

During both worship services, our congregation
will remember those who have passed.  

If you would like to honor a special person who
is no longer with us, visit our website to register

for a bell of remembrance - 

www.firststcharlesumc.org
Click on CALENDAR - VIEW UPCOMING EVENTS -

ALL SAINT'S DAY - CLICK TO REQUEST A BELL

You can also call the church office to request a bell
of remembrance - 636-947-0066



1 CORINTHIANS 316 

BICENTENNIAL HISTORY CONTEST!
 

How far back do your church roots go?
 

We are in search of the oldest marriage and baptismal
certificates issued by First St. Charles UMC. 

 
Submit your copies to the Church Office and winners will be

announced in the November 10th issue of The Spire!

REGISTER
TODAY TO
DECORATE

A TREE!

Bicentennial



Pecans and honey are back this fall!!  We hope to be
back in the atrium, ready to sell by November 14! 

16oz bag pecans - $12
12oz honey bear - $6
16oz honey jar - $7
45oz honey jar - $15

Methodist Men

Pecan & Honey Sale!

If you have any questions or want to pre-order, please
contact Rich Suter (rsuter@charter.net) or Mike

Menefee (michael.menefee3@gmail.com).

All proceeds
support

programs at
the church. 

55 Plus Senior Ministry

mailto:rsuter@charter.net
mailto:michael.menefee3@gmail.com
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Fast Forward

Now to Him who by the power at work within us is
able to accomplish abundantly far more than we can

ask or imagine.

Ephesians 3:20

Pick up your Journey Piece at the Fast Forward table in the Atrium!



GIVING

A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.
Proverbs 11:25

https://dailyverses.net/proverbs/11/25


In-Person Services
at 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

On Demand via our
website: 

 firststcharlesumc.org
Live Stream via

Facebook or YouTube
at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Audio Worship
(636) 947-0067 


