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Meet the Staff

The Church Office
is closed on

Fridays



Send questions to:  
contactleadership@firststcharlesumc.org

For 2026, we forecast that total financial contributions to our mission and
ministries will be roughly $1,024,000, which is 1.3% lower than last year. With
mindful cuts, we’ve been able to reduce expenditures by about .6% to roughly
$1,097,000. Unfortunately, even with careful spending, we anticipate ending  the
year with an operating deficit of about $11,000. While this is not cause for alarm,
it is a reminder that the ministry and mission of our church depend on the
ongoing financial support of the congregation. Thank you for the many ways
you continue to help sustain the work God is doing through our church.
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If you have thoughtful inquiries or concerns, you may reach out to the Leadership
Board in confidence at: ContactLeadership@firststcharlesumc.org
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Thinking about a mission trip but feeling a little unsure? It's totally normal to have
those "what ifs" creep in. You might be thinking, "I'm not handy, I don't know how
to build or fix things, what good could I possibly be?" Honestly, that's a super
common thought! So many of us feel that way before we go. But here’s the cool
part: when you decide to take the leap and say "yes," something amazing
happens. Serving others and witnessing their genuine gratitude? That feeling?
It’s a blessing that sticks around way longer than the actual
 week you spent there. It truly is a gift that keeps on giving.
 

Last year, we had an incredible trip to Kentucky where we 
met the amazing Brenda. For years, she hadn't been able to
enjoy her kitchen deck. Well, our team came in and not only
rebuilt that deck but also transformed her front deck and 
installed new flooring in her living room. It was so rewarding 
to see Brenda step out onto her new deck for the first time in ages!
 

                                                       Now, we're gearing up for another mission adventure
                                                       from July 19th to 25th! We're partnering with
                                                      Appalachia Service Project again, this time heading to
                                                      Buchanan County, Virginia. This trip is open to
                                                      everyone, from 6th graders to adults.  
                                                                 

                                                      Come join our team and help us 
                                                      make a real difference insomeone's 
                                                      life – and get ready to be changed 
yourself! The cost is $375 per person for a week of serving and 
caring. It's a great deal for a fulfilling experience!
 

Seats on the bus may be limited, but we will absolutely hold space for you and
your whole family! Don’t delay any longer – take the leap and say "yes" to this
opportunity today! If you have any questions or need more information before
you commit, feel free to email Pastor Kim directly at
kamitchell@firststcharlesumc.org.  We can't wait to see you there!

Join us on our Summer Mission Trip
July 19-25th
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MEET THE 2026
FIRST KIDS 

PRE-
KINDERGARTEN
GRADUATES!
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finley

avery

john julian



kieran nora

solanasaraphinapeter

knox

tate trevor



bryon harbison
graduating FROM: freeburg high school

He will attend mckendree university to
study cyber security/legal studies

bryon is the son of gina & gary harbison
and the grandson of emily lucas. 

barbara kryvko
graduating FROM: lindenwood university
master of fine arts degree (MFA)

Barbara enjoys semi-retirement and
continues to be the coolest train
conductor at the st. louis zoo!

Meet the Graduates!Meet the Graduates!Meet the Graduates!Meet the Graduates!
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vanny gillespie

graduating FROM: orchard farm 
high school

They plan on ATTENDING st. charles
community college to pursue a
Performing arts degree.

vanny is the daughter of karis and
the late rick gillespie.

wilson barker
graduating FROM: francis howell
central high school, magna cum laude

HE plans on studying engineering at
missouri  university science &
technology in rolla.

wilson is the son of jennette barker &
grandson of kathleen raiche.
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rebecca dekoster

graduating FROM: the university of
wisconsin-milwaukee with her phd in
geosciences.

she is working as a postdoctoral
associate in paleontology at the
natural history museum at the
university of alabama.

rebecca is the daughter of greg &
jeannine dekoster and sister to
nichole. 

nichole dekoster
graduating FROM: the university of
missouri with her doctor of physical
therapy(dpt) degree. 

she’ll be working at an outpatient
orthopedic clinic in south county stl.

nichole is the daughter of greg &
jeannine dekoster and sister to
rebecca.
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Sarah Stamper

graduating FROM: missouri s&t with a
degree in Computer science.

she will intern at centene this
summer.

sarah is the daughter of michelle
demumbrane.

BRIDGET ANN KRUG
graduating FROM: LOYOLA UNIVERSITY
CHICAGO, CUM LAUDE, WITH A BACHELOR’S
OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION IN
MARKETING, MINOR IN PUBLIC RELATIONS. 

shE IS CURRENTLY SEEKING A POSITION IN
MARKETING STRATEGY OR ADVERTISING. 

BRIDGET IS THE DAUGHTER OF CHRISTINE &
bRYCE KRUG, GRANDDAUGHTER OF PHYLLIS
& jACK HYMES. 
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Connor aiden marvin

graduating FROM: st. charles high
school

he will attend missouri state
university in the fall, majoring in
music eduation.

connor is the son of Becky & Shawn
marvin.

Lord, the future can feel big and uncertain. Bless our graduates with

the courage to take risks and the strength to lean on you when life

feels hard. Guide their steps into the next chapter. Surround them

with a safe community of people who love and support them. Let

them know they are never alone. Give them peace when they worry

and joy as they build their future.   Amen.

With much love & pride,

First St. Charles UMC Staff



SMALL GROUPS & MINISTRIES

WALKING
group  

may 28  @
7:30am

th

contact olivia if you’re
attending!



Welcome Team
Member

Join our
Welcome Team!  
It's the best way

to meet members
& guests on

Sunday mornings! 

For more info, contact Olivia Osterhage:
oosterhage@firststcharlesumc.org

SMALL GROUPS & MINISTRIES
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LGBTQ+
Small Group

Bring your own dinner and 
enjoy a time of fellowship!

JUNE 16th
catherine collier room 

@ first st. charles
6:00 pm

SMALL GROUPS & MINISTRIES

Showers of Blessing
We are cereal-ously grateful!

During the month of May we are collecting five kinds of cereal that are served to
our Showers guests twice a week. You can drop off cereal in the church office. 
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Mountain GearMountain GearMountain Gear
Needed!Needed!Needed!

Mountain Gear
Needed!

Help us transform our church into Snowball
Mountain! We need to borrow all sorts of
decorative equipment to make sure our
climb is successful. All items will be returned
after VBS.

SkisSkisSkis
SnowboardsSnowboardsSnowboards
Ski PolesSki PolesSki Poles
Ski BootsSki BootsSki Boots
Puffer/ski jacketsPuffer/ski jacketsPuffer/ski jackets
Sleds of all typesSleds of all typesSleds of all types
Snow tubesSnow tubesSnow tubes
Ice SkatesIce SkatesIce Skates
Ski goggles/glassesSki goggles/glassesSki goggles/glasses
Hockey sticksHockey sticksHockey sticks
Any other winter sports gearAny other winter sports gearAny other winter sports gear
ChimineaChimineaChiminea   

Skis
Snowboards
Ski Poles
Ski Boots
Puffer/ski jackets
Sleds of all types
Snow tubes
Ice Skates
Ski goggles/glasses
Hockey sticks
Any other winter sports gear
Chiminea 

Drop your items off at the office before June 14 . Mark
items with your name (or we can label them) and we will
make sure they are safely returned after VBS concludes! 

th
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