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March 22, 2023

We presented our 2022 Christmas Offering to
our partner school, Lincoln Elementary. 
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Meet the Staff

BLESSINGS & PRAYERS

Sue Murphy-Jasper, grandmother of Rev. Dr. Kate
(Steve) Hanch, passed away January 17, 2023

Virginia Hainey, grandmother of Rev. Dr. Kate
(Steve) Hanch, passed away February 25, 2023.

The Graduation edition of The Spire 
will be published on May 10th. 

 

Please submit your graduate's 
photo and blurb to: contact@firststcharlesumc.org 

by May 3rd.



You can pick up a hard copy of the 2023 Directory in the Atrium as
they become available. 

Donations are appreciated to cover the cost of printing. 

DIRECTORY

We are putting the directory on a password-
protected page on our website for your viewing

convenience.   
 

If you want to be exempt from the online
directory, please notify the church office by

April 1st. 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org 

 

More information will be shared at a later date
about how to access this password-protected

page. 

Join us in welcoming 
SHIRLEY MCELROY

to our First St. Charles family!

WELCOME!



Confirmation 
Our last confirmation session before confirmation is 
Sunday, April 2, where Pastor Bart will be teaching about 
what it means to be a member of the United Methodist 
Church. Then on April 16, we will hold confirmation at the 
11:00 am service. Make sure to congratulate and bless our 
confirmands on their continued faith journey.  

                                                                                   Youth Ministry 
                                                                                   Our youth will be leading our Maundy  
                                                                                   Thursday service April 6 at 7 pm. We            
                                                                                   decided to make some quick rise
                                                                                   breads for communion and will be
                                                                                   creating a small skit instead of a
                                                                                   traditional sermon. This is what our
youth group is working on until Easter. Youth are welcome to participate in youth
group on Sundays from 5-6:30 pm as we craft our Maundy Thursday service.  
 
                                                                                              Mission Trip
                                                                                              It’s not too late to register for our 
                                                                                              middle and high school mission
                                                                                              trips! 
 

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES

An accurate count will help
us plan and budget

accordingly. Register today
—mission trip is a life

changing experience! 



Children’s Ministry 
In Children’s Sunday School, we are learning 
about Jesus’ parables, and why storytelling can 
be helpful for us in learning about our faith. 
 

                                                                             Our children are continuing rehearsing for
                                                                              the Palm Sunday service, led by our
                                                                              wonderful Sunday School teachers and
                                                                              Pastor Mark on the guitar. We will be
                                                                             blessed by their gifts. 
                                                                         

This summer, our children’s Sunday 
School will look a little different. 
We are inviting whole families to 
learn together in the  multi-purpose 
room about the heroes of Scripture
 through crafts, games, and 
storytelling. This will be a laid back 
atmosphere, fostering 
intergenerational community 
building and learning. Julie Pallardy 
is creating curriculum for this, and it 
connects well with our Vacation 
Bible School theme.

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES

Graduation
Also, seniors in high school, college, and all graduates: 
begin collecting pictures for a slide show we can show in 
church. Pastor Kate will create a link where you can upload 
them, then we’ll share in a slideshow during worship. 
The Graduation Edition of The Spire will be published May 10th.



VBS
Speaking of VBS, mark your calendars for July 26-28 from 5:30 pm-7:45 pm! 

This year’s Vacation Bible School will include dinner for the whole family, along
with the best that VBS has to offer! Hero Hotline VBS is based on Romans 14:19:
“So let’s strive for the things that bring peace and the things that build each
other up.” This verse reminds us that God calls us to be a part of a community—
working to bring peace to the world is something that we are all called to do
together. 
 

There are opportunities to 
serve as heroes for Hero 
Hotline VBS—from behind 
the scenes with dinner prep, 
to leading children, to 
prepping beforehand and 
afterward. Please pray for 
our leadership as they 
seek to reach children for Jesus, and pray on how you might serve in VBS. 

Family Ministries 
On Easter Sunday, we’ll 
host Easter activities for 
children and their families 
in the recently renovated 
multipurpose room during 
the 10 am Sunday School 
hour—our Easter 
Eggstravaganza. We’ll have 
some activities with Easter 
eggs, a photo opportunity, and share the story of Jesus’ resurrection. We won’t
have children’s or youth Sunday School so they can participate. 

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES



                                                                  Mark your calendars for 
                                                                  July 2 from 4-6 pm on 
                                                                  the front lawn! 

We’ll have a summer celebration called Front Lawn Fest.
We’ll invite our community who will be headed to Main 
Street for River Fest and have hotdogs, games, bubbles, and MORE!  

Look for more information coming soon!

This spring and summer are full of exciting 
things as we seek to share Christ’s love with 
our community. Please pray for our leaders, 
children, youth, and their families that they 
grow in Christ. 

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES

Love, Kate

First Kid’s Sunday School is seeking joyful, compassionate 
 individuals to care for our nursery children (infant - age 5)
during worship and Sunday School. 

We're Hiring!
Nursery Caregiver

Be able to become Safe-Gatherings Certified
Be available during worship and Sunday School (8:45am-12pm)
Be flexible, caring, and enjoy children!

Applicants Must:

Email khanch@firststcharlesumc.org for more information or to apply!



FIRST KIDS

Our First Kids celebrated St. Patrick's Day in silly style!  



OUTREACH MINISTRIES



NEW NEWS!



SMALL GROUP SPOTLIGHT

Each month, parents with small
kiddos get together in a relaxed

atmosphere for fellowship and fun,
letting their littles play together in

safe and judgement-free zone. 

TINY TOT TIME



SMALL GROUPS

Thursday, March 23rd 
@ 7:30 a.m.

Email Beth Kelley if you plan on joining!    
bkelley@firststcharlesumc.org

WALKING GROUP

Join us for fitness &
fellowship! 



SMALL GROUPS



Join our Welcome Team!  It's the BEST way to meet
members & guests on Sunday mornings! 

 For more info, contact Beth Kelley:  
 bkelley@firststcharlesumc.org

Are you NEW to
First St. Charles?

Are you looking to
connect with other

members & guests?

SMALL GROUPS



 “Cantata” is a fancy word for “musical storytelling.” In an interweaving of song
and narration, a cantata tells a story, employing the talents of singers and
instrumentalists. Think of it as opera or musical, but without all of the elaborate
costumes and staging. Early cantatas were 
often based on mythology or fairy tales, 
but as they grew in popularity, Biblical and 
religious stories began to be used as well. 
This type of cantata is sometimes known as 
a “musical sermon.” Whatever you call it, 
these works are a way to tell a story in a 
surprising and powerful way.

On Sunday, April 2, the First St. Charles Chancel Choir will present a cantata
called “A Journey to Hope”. It is a recounting of Christ’s journey to the cross, that
uses African-American spirituals to relate the events of Palm Sunday, 
Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday. These spirituals not only tell the 
story, but help to give us a glimpse into the pain, the passion, and the 
love of God evidenced in these events.

You are invited to join in worship on Palm Sunday, at either the 
9:00 AM or 11:00 AM worship time, as we walk with Jesus toward 
the cross, and hear again the story of our redemption and 
our salvation! 

WORSHIP



WORSHIP



WORSHIP

You can designate your Easter Offering online at:
firststcharlesumc.org/give or put it in the special Easter Offering

envelopes that are available in the Sanctuary. 
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In-Person Services at
9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

On Demand via our website:  
firststcharlesumc.org

Live Stream via
Facebook or YouTube
at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.


