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July 13, 2022

Ten of our youth and four amazingly brave adult volunteers
traveled to Alamosa, Colorado for Mission Trip! 

 To read more about their mission work, go to page 5.



For people in the pews it comes when we judge worship by “whether or not I got
something out of worship” (as if we are ones who are supposed to get something out of
it, rather than give ourselves to it).
For members of the choir, I worship is often judged by how well their expectations of
how they should sing a song matched how well they performed. 
For persons reading scripture, it’s the awareness of whether they managed all of the
tough words. 
For the person bringing the Welcome it’s whether they remembered all of the things
that were important to mention. 
My own temptations involve a toxic combination of whether I thought I preached well,
and whether in-person worship numbers met or exceeded my expectations. 

     Every once in awhile I’ll come across something that sets me back on my heels—
something that makes me think, that makes me search my own soul, that is a searing of my
soul, . . . and that I think is worth passing on to you to see if you have the same reaction. 

     I don’t know the author, but this is what I’ve come across that has done just that for me:
"’How was worship’? Must be removed from our Christian vernacular.
‘How was worship?’ Is a question only the object of our worship can answer. 
Our answer then to this question is revealing of what was REALLY worshiped.  
Our experience has become the gauge, thus revealing that we in fact don't worship
God, we WORSHIP our experience of worship. 
In essence, we worship ourselves.
Idolatry is a sneaky thing.”

“Idolatry is,” indeed, “a sneaky thing”!  In an upcoming message I’ll say: 
“America, however, has never stopped being religious, we’ve just become more idolatrous in
our religion. Our problem is not that we’ve stopped being religious. Our deepest problems
come because we’ve become more idolatrous in our religion.”

So pervasive is our chasing after false gods that even our understanding of worship and our
worship itself have become idolatry. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE...

How Was Worship?
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SPECIAL BLESSINGS & PRAYERS

Meet the Staff

LIFT UP IN PRAYER
Treesa Misuraca, daughter of

Shirley (Bob Glass) Crase, passed
away June 27, 2022.
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 "’How was worship?’ Is a question only the object of our worship can answer.” 
While I don’t think that this is ever an opening to make excuses for our lack of trying, or
for failure to have high expectations of our own work in worship, it is a reminder that
when we are gathered and connected in worship the value comes because “God will be
the judge of that!”

 How is God judging your worship? For my part, I’m in need 
of some forgiveness.

 Of course, I’d be curious of what you think about what I’ve 
just said. . . then again, maybe I should be more concerned 
with what God thinks.

These are some of the musings of my heart today.
                                                                                                                                   Blessings always,

                                                                                                  Bart



You can register as a volunteer here:
https://firststcharlesumc.mycokesburyvbs.com/ 
All volunteers (Island Guides) must be safe sanctuary
certified.

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES

We are getting ready to have
some VBS fun! Thanks to Nichole,
our intern, for setting up our VBS
photo opportunity in the atrium.

 

Thanks to our friends at New
Hope Presbyterian Church for

letting us use their decorations!
 

 Stop by, take your picture, and
share on social media! 3

WE NEED
VOLUNTEERS 

FOR VBS!



CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES

Our Summer Splash Bible Bash block party was a blast! Thank you to everyone
who came out to hangout with us! We blessed the Gaga ball pit Jayden made,
had water slides, slip n slides, Bible stories, hot dogs and snow cones! And our

newest member, Willow, made her grand debut! 



CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES

Our youth had an amazing time on their mission trip to Alamosa, Colorado!
From weeding potatoes at an organic garden where people can have plots of
land for free, to cleaning up a senior center to painting houses, they served
the community and made lasting memories.

And there were NO incident 
reports or police reports!



FIRST KIDS

GATHER

GROW

GO
6



RETIREMENT BLESSINGS

We honored Rev. Linda Harris as she retired as District
Superintendent. She spent her last Sunday here at First St. Charles
and participated in the benediction at both services. She served our
church twice, once as an associate Pastor from 1994-2000 and most 
recently as the District Superintendent for the last 8 years. 

We are thankful for her ministry!
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A NEW FRIEND!

BIRDHOUSES 

Custom Birdhouses for Sale!

There are three, custom birdhouses
for sale in the church office, made with

love by Ed Ratliff. 

$25
each

Proceeds will
benefit our

Youth Mission
Trip

Contact the church office if you're interested in purchasing.
They are available on a first come, first serve basis. 



www.firststcharlesumc.org/way-forward-reconciling-community

Our website now has a Way Forward section with
information, resources, videos, and more!  

OUTREACH MINISTRIES



OUTREACH MINISTRIES

ST. CHARLES WOMEN CLERGY

Pastor Kate & Pastor Debby
participated in an inaugural

gathering of St. Charles area
women clergy. There were

eight women from four
denominations who gathered

for fellowship. 
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SMALL GROUPS

HOLY LAND TRIP



SMALL GROUPS

Join us tomorrow -
July 14th at 7:30

a.m. in the Atrium for
walking group!

 

Fitness. Fellowship.
FUN.  (and we stop

for coffee and
treats!)

Email Jan Beckman if
you plan on joining!   

 jbeckman75@yahoo.co
m

SUNFLOWER SEED SALE

Seed packets are still
available for purchase

in the church office. 

Suggested donation:
$5/packet

Proceeds go to Ukraine
through UMCOR
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55 PLUS SENIOR MINISTRY

HATS OFF TO YOU!



GIVING

SERMON SERIES

Don't miss this upcoming six-message sermon series! 
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EMAIL LIST

ELECTRONIC CHECK-IN 

If you want to keep up on the latest church
news, join our mailing list!

You'll get updates on death
notices, the First News Friday
e-blast, The Spire newsletter

and more!

If you'd like to opt-in, send an
email to:

contact@firststcharlesumc.org

A vital part of our ability to connect with 
members, guests and especially first-time 
guests, is our electronic check-in attendance 
system you'll see when you enter the church 
on Sundays.

This system enables us to efficiently and 
effectively report our worship attendance, as 
well as connect with guests who are looking to build relationships with our
church family. 

Many thanks for taking the time to check-in each Sunday. It is immensely
helpful and greatly reduces the amount of time staff spent on data entry.

If you need help using the system, our Welcome Team is happy to assist! 15
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16

17 18 19 20 21

2 3 4 5 6

7

1

15

walking
group

24 26 29

walking
group

13 14

27 28

NO FIRST KIDS

11

25

SPIRE

SPIRE

8 9

30

22 23

31

13

SPIRE

walking
group

Way
Forward
Meeting

CAREGIVER
SUPPORT

COMMUNITY
CARE



16

In-Person Services
at 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

On Demand via our
website: 

 firststcharlesumc.org
Live Stream via

Facebook or YouTube
at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Audio Worship
(636) 947-0067 


