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To Captain Meriwether Lewis -
The object of your mission is to explore the Missouri River, & such principal

stream of it, as by its course and communication with the waters of the Pacific
Ocean. . . may offer the most direct and practicable water communication across

this continent for the purposes of commerce.
Thomas Jefferson,

Letter to Meriwether Lewis

     No doubt we were inspired by having lived in St. Charles, but this last 
summer Beth and I took a trip out West. One of the goals that we realized 
was a delightful day spent at The Missouri Headwaters State Park near 
Three Forks, Montana. We figured that having lived where the Missouri 
river ends, we ought to see where it begins. 

     One of the things that has changed over the last couple of years is that 
we’ve made a regular practice to pay close attention to all of the historical 
markers that we encounter along the way (which is always, for us, the job 
of the person NOT driving!). We both like learning and it has become a fun 
piece, with us often looking up more information on the web as we drive.

     You won’t be surprised that along the trip out West we regularly saw signs detailing the adventures
of the Lewis and Clark. One day, we were surprised when, at milepost 233 on US 2, in the middle of
nowhere-Montana, we saw a sign marking what the expedition named, “Camp Disappointment. ”It
turned out to be the northern-most campsite of the expedition and, since this meant the Marias
tributary did not reach 50 degrees north latitude, the place where they had to come to terms with their
inability to extend the boundary of the Louisiana Territory. 
 

     I have an idea that most all of us have spent more time at “Camp Disappointment” than we could
begin to name. There has been loss due to death from Covid, there has been the loss of relationships
and of the joy in being with others, holiday plans have been rearranged, trips have been forcibly
rescheduled, and the long-established patterns of life interrupted. Can you name some of your
disappointments? Who doesn’t know the acrid smell of the fire from time bivouacked at “Camp
Disappointment”?

     But we do live (praise be to God), in St. Charles, Missouri, where, in September of 1926, we saw the
expedition pass on their victory tour back home.  It was a victory, not because it had all turned out like
they had wanted, or planned, or thought it might go. There were disappointments along the way, to be
sure. It was a victory, however, because they did reach the Pacific Ocean. They did accomplish their
mission. 

     I don’t know who needs to hear this (maybe I need to hear it), but victory 
comes not when life turns out according to our plans, but in the 
accomplishment of our mission.

What’s your mission?    Still Asking the “Why?”

Pastor Bart



Special Blessings & Prayers
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Lift Up in Prayer

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to
you. Not as the world gives do I give to you.
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let

them be afraid.  
John 14:27

Outreach Ministries

Our Community Care program provides utility bill &
gasoline assistance to those who live in St. Charles County,

once every 12 months. 
 

In 2021, we pledged over $12,500, assisting over 190
people.

 

 Because of your generosity, we are able to aide those who
need some extra blessings in their lives.    

Community Care

Wayne Helton, husband of Becky Helton,
father of Heather Helton, passed away

December 28, 2021

Dick Saip, husband of Wanda Saip,
passed away December 23, 2021.

Eileen Lasater, passed away January 3, 2022

Steve Sanders, husband of Debra
Sanders, passed away January 6, 2022

Allen Maxedon, husband of Jean
Maxedon, father of Cathy Nations,

passed away January 7, 2022

Martha White, passed away January 11, 2022
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Backpack Ministry - Angel Tree Update  
Outreach Ministries

Showers of Blessing
A ministry for the unhomed 

This ministry re-opened in June 2021 and served a
total number of 425 persons, 77 individuals.

Weekly, on average, we serve 16 persons, providing
showers, a hot meal, tolietries, clothing, etc. 

Approximately 20 volunteers make this ministry
happen, each week, preparing meals, laundering

towels and organizing clothing donations. 

2021 RECAP

Many thanks for all your contributions. 
This ministry provides an essential need to our

community.  3

This Christmas we were able to share our love to the children at Lincoln Elementary through your
donations to our Angel Tree. We were able to send home a Christmas package to each of our 62
Backpack Kids filled with hats, gloves, toiletries, candy, and an age-level appropriate book of their

very own. They also received 2 packs of food. 
 

But that is not all! We also adopted 6 families with children at the school who are dealing with food
insecurity year round. For the past 2 summers, our church has adopted Lincoln families to help them
over the summer months while their children were on break.  To build on those relationships we have

developed, we able to help six of those same families over their extended Christmas break.  These
are all working single-mothers, who are trying to make ends meet without much other assistance.
Through many donations, we were able to deliver to each, a full size turkey with all the fixings to

make an enjoyable Christmas dinner. We had other bags of food and fresh produce, toys and gifts
for each child and a gift card for the mothers. 

 

At each delivery, we were greeted with big smiles and many hugs.
 

MANY thanks to everyone who helped with our Angel Tree project - all the Sunday School classes
who donated items and money, UMW, the Heritage Neighbors who collected over $200 of food and

money, the Wednesday food donators, and those who helped pack and deliver.
 

This is what First St. Charles does. We help our neighbors in need. What better time to be the hands
and feet of our Savior, Jesus Christ, than at the celebration of his birth? 

Happy New Year!
 



There are also several containers from the holidays
remaining in the kitchen from donated goodies.

Please pick up at your convenience. 
 

ANY remaining containers left after January 27th will
be re-homed. 

The kitchen refrigerator and freezer will be cleaned on 
Thursday, January 27th. 

Please be sure your items are labeled and dated.
 

ALL expired items and anything not dated/labeled will be removed. 

Kitchen Clean Out
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Custom Birdhouses for Sale!

There are SIX, custom birdhouses for
sale in the church office. 

$20
each

Proceeds will
benefit our

Youth Mission
Trip

Contact the church office if you're interested in purchasing.
They are available on a first come, first serve basis. 

Children, Youth & Family Ministries

Pastor Kate

In this challenging season, your church is praying that you
know God's presence is with you and that God's light leads

you wherever your path may go. Thank you for your
ministry in our community to those who need it most! 

A prayer for all
educators, students,

healthcare workers and
everyone doing the best

they can during these
difficult times.



Children, Youth & Family Ministries
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First Kids

Before Christmas break, First Kids got festive and celebrated
Spirit Week, sporting holiday jammies, their favorite Christmas

characters and even some wacky ensembles!  



Small Group 

2022 Upper Room Devotionals are
available in the church office for a $10

donation.
 

The book includes 365 daily devotions
designed to help readers become rooted

in the teachings of God through
meditations and scripture reading. 

 
If you haven’t yet devoted time every day
to spending time with God, perhaps 2022

will be the year for you to do that!

We ordered more! 

3 copies
left!



Have a heart for service? 
Join our Welcome Team!  It's a

great way to meet new friends and
serve your church family! 

If you’re interested, contact 
Beth Kelley 

 bkelley@firststcharlesumc.org
636-947-0066

Small Group

WELCOME TEAM
MEMBER

mailto:bkelley@firststcharlesumc.org
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Upcoming Events

Register on our website:  www.firststcharlesumc.org
 or on the sign-up sheet in the Atrium 



United Methodist Women

UMW GATEWAY REGIONAL 
DISTRICT PRAYER BREAKFAST

FEBRUARY 19, 2022
9:00 A.M.

FIRST UMC, FESTUS
113 Grand Ave. Festus, MO.

$10.00 at registration
Registration starts at 8:30 A.M.

RSVP by February 5th 
Candy Inman
636-575-2777

cinman709@hotmail.com

MISSOURI CONFERENCE
2022 LEGISLATIVE TRAINING EVENT

Caring for God's Creation

Tuesday, March 1 and
Wednesday, March 2

Wesley United Methodist Church
2727 Wesley St. Jefferson City, MO.

See Dee Dee Kassel for
Registration Details



Methodist Men

LAST CALL FOR
HONEY JARS!

12oz honey bear - $6
16oz honey jar - $7

45oz honey jar - $15
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The Spire is published on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month.   
Content is due ONE week prior to publication.  
The next Spire will be published January 26th. 

Limited supplies
still available!

Contact the church office if you'd like to make a purchase.
636-947-0066

55 Plus Senior Ministry
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A generous person will
prosper; whoever refreshes

others will be refreshed.
Proverbs 11:25

GIVING

https://dailyverses.net/proverbs/11/25


In-Person Services
at 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

On Demand via our
website: 

 firststcharlesumc.org
Live Stream via

Facebook or YouTube
at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Audio Worship
(636) 947-0067 
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