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February 22, 2023

First St. Charles UMC proudly
participated in the St.

Charles/Frenchtown Mardi Gras parade



View from hotel room of the Sea of Galilee,
the night the earthquake hit Turkey. The Garden of Gethsemene

Group photo on the Temple Mount

The "Teaching Steps" of the temple
where Jesus taught.

Two blocks from the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre (the holiest site in Christendom).

A holy site for fellow Crimson Tide fans.

23 people spent nearly
two weeks exploring

the Holy Land. Here
are a few pictures

from their journeys!

HOLY LAND TRIP



Join us in welcoming 
Mark & Lisa Norwine
to our First St. Charles

family!

Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D.
Rev. Debby Bartley

Rev. Kate Hanch, Ph.D.
Rev. Keith Janis

Patti Adams
Karla Curry

Stacey Davis
Eric Heien

Kerri Johnson
Beth Kelley

Jenny LeGoff
Jack McCormick

Jim Nichols
Olivia Osterhage
Carolie Owens

Katie Roam

Meet the Staff

BLESSINGS & PRAYERS

Our very own, Rev. Dr. Kate Hanch was recently published in
Christianity Today, regarding her book, Storied Witness!!! 

 

Check with the church office if you're interested in
purchasing a copy of Pastor Kate's book!



You can pick up a copy of the 2023
Directory in the Atrium as they

become available. 
Donations are appreciated to cover the

cost of printing. 

Many attempts were made to ensure the
inclusion of all those who were willing.

 

MANY thanks to the volunteers who made
countless caring calls to help build this directory. 

The 2023 Church Directory is DONE!

This directory was crafted with love and
care by several First St. Charles UMC Staff.  
We poured our hearts into its design,

accuracy & production. 

DIRECTORY

Our Admin Assistant
extraordinaire, Beth
Kelley, her husband

Ben, and their little girl
Paige (the curly
blonde you see

running around on
Sundays) have some

exciting news to share
with First St. Charles!    

BLESSINGS & PRAYERS



Children and youth invite one friend to one church event at least 

Children and youth serve in worship four times by the time they graduated (either
behind the scenes or in a more public way) 
Four adults who are not pastors or related know a youth’s name by the time they
graduate. 
25% of regular worshipers in-person serve in some capacity at least once a year in
NextGen ministries. 
4 intergenerational outreach events per year 

The Spirit is moving among the people at First St. Charles, and we are blessed! We are
continuing to pray and recognize the Holy Spirit’s guidance. As we enter
 the season of Lent—a time of self-reflection, repentance, and 
discernment, we also realize that how we worship and how we grow as 
disciples of Jesus may look different than what we thought a few years 
ago in a pre-COVID society, especially for our younger 
generations. And these changes are exciting! While we don’t 
always know how the Spirit is calling us in our next steps, like 
Jesus’ time in the wilderness, we know that God is always present, 
even when things are difficult. This is a time of creativity and 
trusting God! 

Some of my main goals at First St. Charles that guide how we fulfill 
our mission statement are these: 

         once a year. 

 

Here’s how I hope to accomplish these goals:  

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES

Easter Eggstravaganza 
In lieu of an outdoor Easter egg hunt, we will do what 
worked well last year—having Easter activities in our 
newly renovated multipurpose room for children and 
their families. We’ll have activities from 10:15 am -10:45 am, 
which will also include a learning time about the resurrection. 
In the atrium, we’ll have an Easter photo opportunity.  We are excited to celebrate Jesus’
resurrection and have fun in the process! 
 

Next steps: If you’d like to help with Easter activities, please let me know! Please pray for the
families attending this event, that they may know the hope that comes with Christ’s
resurrection. 



Vacation Bible School 
                                                                                      This year, we have an excellent leadership team
                                                                                     comprised of 4 teachers who have taught from
                                                                                     preschool to high school. On our first meeting
                                                                                     February 12, I felt the Spirit’s movement in the
                                                                                     excitement around VBS and the creativity of the
                                                                                   ideas shared. We realized that in order to share God’s
                                                                                   love with new people and engage our congregation,
                                                                                   we will find more success with a three-day, evening
                                                                                 VBS that will include dinner for the whole family, the
                                                                                 best of what VBS has to offer for children, and even
some activities and ideas for parents, too. VBS will be July 26-28, and we’ll be using
Cokesbury’s Hero curriculum. Tentatively, we plan on advertising it by having a float in the 4th
of July day parade in St. Charles, among other things. By moving VBS to the 
evening, serving dinner, and offering parents opportunities to rest and learn, 
we can engage the whole family and involve more church members in 
outreach and serving. It’s a win-win-win! Our next meeting is March 5.  
 
Next Steps: Please pray for our leadership team as they focus 
on the mission of reaching new people for Christ. Please consider 
also if you’d like to help with this endeavor. Whether it’s preparing 
food, leading kids, or decorating, we see this as a time where we can 
build relationships with one another as well as reach out to our community! 

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES

Weekly Discipleship 
                                                                       You may notice when you enter the sanctuary, we
                                                                        have some weekly Lenten devotional guides for
                                                                       families of all makeups to use—from kiddos to adults!
                                                                      The devotional includes reflections, coloring pages,
                                                                      questions for discussion, activities, and prayer. Pick
                                                                     one up in the gathering space or email me if you’d like to
use it for your Lenten practice. 

Our children are learning about the kingdom of God. Beccah Rich and Mark Williams are
teaching our Sunday school children the song “Hosanna” that they will sing on Palm Sunday.
We will invite First Kids ECC and others to join us! I have been impressed by how much of the
bible our children know, and their wisdom in asking questions.



Our confirmands are in the homestretch. We have had 11 different leaders, 
both lay and staff, to teach confirmation, along with our faithful adult 
helpers. We will be confirming our students at the 11 am service on 
April 16.  
 
Our youth group is beginning a series on relationships and dating. We 
talked about boundaries, and what relationships can teach us about 
ourselves and the people we want to be and surround ourselves with. 

                                                                                             Our youth are also preparing to lead the
                                                                                             Maundy Thursday worship service in a variety
                                                                                             of ways. In addition, mission trip is fast
                                                                                             approaching!   
 

Next Steps: Please pray for our children and 
youth as they continue to learn about and follow 
Jesus. Pray for our confirmands as they decide 
to become confirmed and prepare to participate 
more fully in the life of the church. Please pray for their teachers as they lead them. In
addition, please pray that we can raise up additional leaders to disciple our young people to
know and follow Jesus.  

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES

Love, Kate



CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES

Talk with Pastor Kate if you're interested!



FIRST KIDS

Our kiddos shared the love during Valentine's week
with parties, games, treats & more! 

We also celebrated
Fat Tuesday!



HELP NEEDED!

First Kid’s Sunday School is seeking joyful, compassionate
and enthusiastic individuals to care for, play with, and engage

our infants through age five during worship and Sunday
School. Individuals must be safe-gatherings certified, enjoy

children, and be reliable. Curriculum is supplied.
 

Hours:
Sunday mornings from 8:45am to 12:00 pm weekly
(additional times/special events may be available.)

 

Compensation commiserate with experience.
To apply, contact Kate Hanch at

khanch@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-947-0066.

OUTREACH MINISTRIES

Looking to find a small group or ministry
that calls to your heart? Searching for a
way to connect with our community and

make an impact? 
 

Katie Roam, our Director of
Connectional Ministries, can help guide
you to something that fits what you're

looking for. Reach out today! 
kroam@firststcharlesumc.org



OUTREACH MINISTRIES

Fruit Cups
Ramen
Canned Carrots
Spaghettio's
Individually wrapped
cookies

ITEMS NEEDED:



First St. Charles participated in the
St. Charles/Frenchtown Mardi Gras

parade and we saw many church
friends and family in the crowd!

OUTREACH MINISTRIES



OUTREACH MINISTRIES

We handed out over 70lbs of candy and had
a blast connecting with our community!



DONATION BINS



NEW NEWS!



Join our Welcome Team!  It's the BEST way to meet
members & guests on Sunday mornings! 

 For more info, contact Beth Kelley:  
 bkelley@firststcharlesumc.org

Are you NEW to
First St. Charles?

Are you looking to
connect with other

members & guests?

SMALL GROUPS



SMALL GROUPS

February 23rd 
@ 7:30 a.m.

Email Beth Kelley if you plan on joining!    
bkelley@firststcharlesumc.org

WALKING GROUP

Join us for fitness &
fellowship! 



SMALL GROUPS



WORSHIP



POTLUCK

There are special offering envelopes in the pews and on the
alter, or you can designate your offering online. 
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2

CALENDAR

16 17 18

19 20 21

3 4

5 6 7

127

25

8 9

23

13

INCLUSIVITY
MATTERS

COMMUNITY
CARE

PRAYER
GROUP

PRAYER
GROUP

PRAYER
GROUP

PRAYER GROUP

24

15

28

12

walking
group

26

10

EXPLORING
THE BIBLE

14

22

11

SPIRE

SPIRE

walking
group

EXPLORING
THE BIBLE

EXPLORING
THE BIBLE

walking
group

TINY TOT
TIME GRIEFSHARE

GRIEFSHARE

GRIEFSHARE

CAREGIVERS
SUPPORT

GRIEFSHARE

SPIRE

POTLUCK

22 23 24 25

EXPLORING
THE BIBLE

LGTBQ+ 

1ST SUNDAY
OF LENT



In-Person Services
at 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

On Demand via our
website: 

 firststcharlesumc.org
Live Stream via

Facebook or YouTube
at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Audio Worship
(636) 947-0067 

PODCAST


