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     This past Saturday, we celebrated our 200th Anniversary with a 200 Tree 
Family Celebration! Christmas music greeted us in the atrium. Cookies and 
punch awaited us in Wesley Hall. There were crafts to challenge us in Asbury 
Hall. Santa sat gracefully in the Multi-purpose Room. There was a scavenger 
hunt that took us all over the church. There was even a room dedicated to 
the memory of Catherine Collier, set with period furniture and decorations. 

     Most of all, there were trees, trees, and more trees. I don’t have an 
official count, but my own count put us North of 200 trees (perhaps an 
affirmation that we believe that God is giving us more than 200 years of 
ministry as a church!).

     As we greeted the more than 600 people who joined us for the event, it 
quickly became apparent to me that it was a glorious revelation of church 
at its intended best. Many, many persons gave generously of their time and 
resources to make it happen. A thank you goes to each. Many, many 
persons invited family and friends, and people from the community. We 
easily had more people not previously connected to our church than we 
had people who worship with us regularly. It was a great outreach event.

     And, then there were the trees, trees, and more trees. There were trees donated by persons and families.
There were trees decorated and sponsored by groups within the church. There were traditionally decorated
trees. There was a tree with a Chinese theme, and one with a Southwest Airplane, and (not surprisingly,
thank you, Pastor Debby!), a Disney tree. I loved the tree with the googly eyes. Others told me they liked the
Scrooge tree. Still others were glad to see the rainbow tree. And, I caught more than one family looking for
their image on the tree with cut-out pictures from past church directories.   

     The trees really were an easy metaphor for church, for the diversity and beauty and our coming together
in joy in a way that makes us so much better together. 

      If you haven’t seen the trees, it’s not too late. If you’re one of the folk who is not yet comfortable around
crowds, come during the week. The office will let you in, and you can take a private tour, or maybe you’ll
want to bring your family on Christmas Eve for worship and to see the trees - because this, too, is church at
its intended best—always wanting to reach more persons, include more persons, and share with everyone
the joy of Christ!

     We truly have the best church, and I couldn’t be more excited for what 
God will do in the next 200 years. Of course, we’ve got more Advent 
awaiting us still in this year.

Advent Blessings,

Pastor Bart

It Was a Day for the History Books!



Anniversary

Special Blessings & Prayers
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Lift Up in Prayer

The family and friends of Bob
(Diana)  Rogers, who passed away

November 24, 2021

Baptisms

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not
as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.  

John 14:27

Lincoln Oliver Mueller
Eloise Judith Lynn Smith

Beau Kay Barras 

We welcome these children into
our First St. Charles family and

promise to assist, encourage, and
pray for them, as well as their

parents.

Join us in wishing Jim & Betty Hedges a
blessed 70th Wedding Anniversary on

12/29/21! 
An open house celebration will be held at a

later time.

The family and friends of Bob
Reynolds, Sr., father of Bob (Nicki)

Reynolds, who passed away
December 2, 2021

Join us in welcoming
Helen Sturgis to our

First St. Charles family!



Pastor Kate

have at least 4 caring adults who are not parents or pastors know them by their name
have served at least 4 times in worship or a worship-related activity by the time they
graduate high school. 
know the main stories and people from the bible, from Genesis to Revelation
have invited 1 friend to 1 church-related activity once a year
have participated in 2 mission opportunities per year

As 2021 comes to a close, I want to lift up all of our Sunday 
School teachers in both youth and children’s ministry. They 
have made numerous adaptations as we continue to provide 
a safe environment for children and their families to learn about 
God. If you see someone who volunteers in our children’s 
ministry, please join me in thanking them and their commitment.
They have born the challenges of both virtual and in-person
ministries throughout 2021, meeting children and their families 
where they are. Our teachers amaze me with their creativity 
and their insight. 

As I think of ministries broadly from ages 0-18, I’d like to be accountable 
to you by sharing my own commitments for ministries for children and 
youth. You may have seen them before, but it never hurts to repeat them. 

By the time a child turns 18 at First St. Charles United Methodist Church, they will:

Youth Group White Elephant Party

Bring your weirdest present to exchange!

Sunday, December 19
5 p.m.

Children, Youth & Family Ministries
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2022 Mission Trip
July 2nd - 9th

Alamosa, Colorado

Children, Youth & Family Ministries
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Students are now able to sign up for our
summer mission trip. It’s $275, which

includes everything you’ll need. Adult
leaders are free. Look for sign-ups on the

website and weekly youth email soon. 
This year, we’d like to be more intentional

about how we prepare for the mission trip.
Look for upcoming meetings that will help

us be ready spiritually for mission trip. 
 

Children are able to sign up for summer day
camp!  Sign up before or through December

22 and get 25% of the camp price. 
 

Scholarships are available —
please see Pastor Kate. 

Summer
Day Camp!

 https://nextgencamps.org/camp/st-charles/
 

Youth can use this link to sign up to be a crew
member, which is like a junior counselor. 

SIGN UP HERE!

Many hands make our summer day camp successful! If you’re interested in volunteering, please
contact Pastor Kate. All volunteers will abide by our Safe Sanctuary Policy.

 

June 27 -
July 1

https://nextgencamps.org/camp/st-charles/


200 Trees Celebration

ALL trees in the MPR can be picked up on:
 Wednesday, Dec. 29 from 9am-9pm or Thursday, Dec. 30 from 9am-5pm.

Contact the church office if you need to set up a different time.
   

ALL other Christmas décor will be removed on:
 Sunday, January 2nd after worship services and 

Monday, January 3rd from 9am-5pm.
 

ANY decorations left after January 7th will be re-homed. 

On Saturday, December 11th, our beautifully decorated
church had over 600 people come gather and view our

festive décor, which included OVER 200 trees - honoring our
Bicentennial year.  For more pictures, head over to our

Facebook and Instagram pages!
 

If you haven't had a chance to see our church in all its holiday
glory, stop by or join us for worship this advent season! 



Ashley has a degree in Child and Family
Development from the University of Central
Missouri.  You'll find Ashley working in a classroom as
a teacher, assisting Kerri or Pastor Kate on projects,
and helping at church events.  She really does it all!

When asked what she loves most about working at
First Kids, she said, "I love the fun environment and
watching the kids' eyes light up when they learn new
tasks."  

Outside of First Kids, Ashley loves eating Mexican
food and spending time with her dog, Tony.

If you see Ashley, introduce yourself and ask her
which Mexican restaurant has the best chips & salsa!

First Kids

Meet Miss Ashley!
First Kids Early Childhood Center

Assistant Director



 

Items Needed

canned carrots & peas
individual fruit cups
raisins
tuna helper
Knor sides
small portion chips, crackers,
snacks & cookies

Backpack
Ministry  

Outreach Ministries

These items can be
dropped in the bins

outside the Atrium on
Wednesdays

This ministry serves 55 children
each week.
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Small Group Study

Pastor Keith will be leading a five-week study called 
"Feeding on the Word: The Mind of Christ" 

 

Beginning January 12th, 1-3PM
 

Contact Pastor Keith if you're interested - 
kjanis@firststcharlesumc.org

314-952-8568

Small Group 
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Have a heart for service? 
Join our Welcome Team! Greet

members and guests on Sunday prior
to services and enhance their worship
experience! There is no commitment

to serve all morning, or even every
Sunday. Try it once and see if it’s the

right fit for you!

If you’re interested, contact 
Beth Kelley 

 bkelley@firststcharlesumc.org
636-947-0066

Small Group

2022 Upper Room Devotionals are available in the
church office. The book includes 365 daily

devotions designed to help readers become rooted
in the teachings of God through meditations and

scripture reading. Daily readings in The Upper Room
Disciplines include a selected scripture passage, a

meditation on the scripture, and a prayer or
suggestion for reflection. Each week has 7

devotions focusing on a particular theme, engages
readers with texts from the Revised Common

Lectionary, and helps show how the ancient stories
of the Bible relate to our lives today. 

 
 

If you haven’t yet devoted time every day to
spending time with God, perhaps 2022 will be the

year for you to do that!

2 copies
left!

mailto:bkelley@firststcharlesumc.org


9

Upcoming Events

Register on our website: 
 www.firststcharlesumc.org

 or on the sign-up sheet in
the Atrium 

The Spire is published on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month.   
Content is due ONE week prior to publication.  
The next Spire will be published January 12th. 10



 

Christmas Eve 

This year, our children and their families will be
leading us in our Christmas Eve service as we look
at the Christmas story through the alphabet! We

will have worship bags to hand out at the
beginning of the service, and encourage audience

participation. We'll light the advent candles and
sing Silent Night by candlelight. ALL are welcome!

Family Christmas Eve Service
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Christmas Offering 

Help us share God’s grace through our Christmas
Offering! Gifts will help through our partner school
Lincoln Elementary, Epworth and United Methodist

Committee on Relief.
 

Donate at any of the in-person 
Christmas Eve worship services -

at 4, 7, or 9pm.
 

Or donate online -
https://firststcharlesumc.org/give

https://firststcharlesumc.org/give?fbclid=IwAR1-HG3B70zwNjn9l-sQ2QLCtKlyJS0mi_jPVxkA9m_v3ITTi6ri-WRRj34


Bicentennial Christmas

Bicentennial
Christmas
Ornament 

$20
Bicentennial

Christmas Cards 

Don't miss these Bicentennial
Christmas items for sale in the Atrium

between worship services each
Sunday, through December 24th

$10 for 
20 cards

front cover painting by Anita Hockett

Methodist Men

Pecans & Honey Sale!
Pecans and honey are back! 

See the table in the Atrium on
Sundays!

16oz bag pecans - $12
12oz honey bear - $6

16oz honey jar - $7
45oz honey jar - $15All proceeds

support programs
at the church

If you have any questions or want to pre-order, please contact Rich Suter
(rsuter@charter.net) or Mike Menefee (michael.menefee3@gmail.com). 13

mailto:rsuter@charter.net
mailto:michael.menefee3@gmail.com


NEW News!

Please remember - the front
section of the piano side is reserved

for those who wish to wear masks
and socially distance during worship. 
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Our Chancel Choir is back! 



Feeding on
the Word

Study

22 23

Calendar
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Christmas Eve
Worship
Services

4pm
7pm
9pm

walking
group

Youth White
Elephant

1
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31

SPIRE walking
group

MPR tree removal
9am-9pm MPR tree removal

9am-5pm

Christmas Décor
take-down
 12pm-5pm

Christmas Décor
take-down
 9am-5pm
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A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.
Proverbs 11:25

GIVING

https://dailyverses.net/proverbs/11/25


In-Person Services
at 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

On Demand via our
website: 

 firststcharlesumc.org
Live Stream via

Facebook or YouTube
at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Audio Worship
(636) 947-0067 
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Holiday blessings from    
First St. Charles UMC Staff


