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December 17, 2025

Happy Holidays!‌Happy Holidays!‌
from First St. Charles UMC Staff





Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord let it be with me according to
your word (Luke 1:38 NRSV).”

Mary’s song from Luke chapter 1 is such a beautiful affirmation of faith. I don’t
know about you but if an angel approached me with any kind of news, I might
be running in the opposite direction. Mary didn’t run away. Instead she said,
“Here am I!” and ran to see her cousin Elizabeth to find support and share the
miraculous news of her own pregnancy. Would I have such a faith as that? 

Mary’s faith leads to poetry of praise:
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has

looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant. Surely from now on all
generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for

me, and holy is his name; indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him from
generation to generation (Luke 1:46-50).”

Mary's song teaches faith through humble trust in God's promises, courageous
obedience to God’s will despite uncertainty, and joyful worship of God’s desire
to overturn injustice.

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones
and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich

away empty. He has come to the aid of his child Israel, in remembrance of his
mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to

his descendants forever (Luke 1:51-55).”
The good news is that God favors the lowly, scatters the proud, and fulfills
faithfulness across generations, even in difficult circumstances. That doesn’t
mean that all fear is gone. Mary’s yes brought about courage and offers us a
story and a song that emboldens our own faith to step out of fear and into trust.
So, let's turn inward to examine our own faith. Does it manifest as a heart
overflowing with praise, a radical trust in God's redemptive plan?

Let’s pray for the courage to simply say, ‘Let it be so.’ 
Merry Christmas,
Pastor Kim Mitchell

Mary's Yes: The Courage to Say 'Let It Be So’
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Join us
Christmas Eve
at 5pm for the
story of why

Christmas Trees
aren’t perfect. 

FAMILIES & FRIENDS -
wiggles

welcome!



from the First Kids teachers

Merry 

Christmas!Merry 

Christmas!



hot chocolate, jammies,
crafts, and much more! 

FIRST KIDS KNOWS HOW TO GET
IN THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT!



@ 9am & 11am

CHRISTMAS



WORSHIP

Rev. Steve Williams led the Chancel Choir and several instrumentalists in
a beautiful Christmas Cantata. If you missed it or want to watch it

again, you can find it on our Facebook or YouTube pages at both the
9am & 11am on 12/14. 

The Monroe Elementary M.A.S.C.O.T.S
came and sang during the 9am on

12/7, under the direction of Mrs. Rich!



WORSHIP



WORSHIP

 Join us throughout Advent for a warm and welcoming “Dinner
Church”–style journey as we gather around tables to eat, hear a
Gospel story, and reflect together on the themes of Hope, Peace,
Joy, and Love. We’ll meet on Monday evenings at 6:00 p.m. for a
shared meal and conversation, and again on Tuesday mornings at
10:00 a.m. for those who prefer a daytime option. Each week will
offer gentle storytelling, honest discussion, and the simple gift of
being together in this holy season. All are welcome! Come as you
are, bring your curiosity, and make room for an Advent practice that
nourishes both spirit and body.

I hope to see you around the table!     

-Katie Roam  

You’re Invited



SMALL GROUPS & MINISTRIES

Katie Roam leads a new Sunday School class!



WALKING group will meet again - 

SMALL GROUPS & MINISTRIES

January 8th
at 7:30am

LGBTQ+
Small Group

Bring your own dinner and 
enjoy a time of fellowship!

january 20th
catherine collier room 

@ first st. charles
6:00 pm



SMALL GROUPS & MINISTRIES



SMALL GROUPS & MINISTRIES

Join us for DE-decorating the church -
removing all the Christmas decorations.

what goes UPmust come DOWN.

pizza & soda provided

January 4th after the 11am service



showers
volunteer sign up

hot hands 
men’s jeans     sizes 30, 32, 34
men’s & women’s hooded sweatshirts   
men’s & women’s disposable razors                 

Welcome Team
Member

Join our
Welcome Team!  
It's the best way

to meet members
& guests on

Sunday mornings! 

For more info, contact Olivia Osterhage:
oosterhage@firststcharlesumc.org

Donations 
Needed: 

SMALL GROUPS & MINISTRIES

Showers of Blessing







That chill in the air means that the St. Charles County’s
Emergency Weather Response will soon be upon us!
First St. Charles UMC will be on call for warming center
the following weeks: 

Jan 11-17
Jan 25-31
Feb 8-14

Feb 22-28

OUTREACH

Warming Center

This vital, life-saving ministry
provides a warm meal and a
place to stay  for those in need
during nights when temps drop
below 20º. Volunteers work in
shifts to check-in guests,  serve
meals, and monitor guests
overnight. Help is also needed
with meals and laundry.
Training is provided. 
To sign up to serve, scan the
QR code. 

SIGN-UP TO
VOLUNTEER



Ohhhh the weather
outside was frightful...

...but the FUN had at
Jingle Jam was

DELIGHTFUL!



2025 Jingle Jam
Cookie Contest Winner

Sophia
SheetsRoll-Out Sugar

Cookies



OUTREACH
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@ 4pm advent
brunch
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JULY 11 - 15

VBS‌
June 24 -2 6

@CMU


