
- JOURNEY GUIDE -



I CAME TO 
BRING FIRE 
TO THE 
EARTH, AND 
HOW I WISH 
IT WERE 
ALREADY 
KINDLED!
LUKE 12:49
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Friends,

God is moving in exciting ways among 
the people of First St. Charles United 
Methodist Church.  I believe there is 
reason to be more hopeful now than ever 
in the future that God is dreaming for us.  
God is lighting a new fire among us.

We have become relentlessly focused 
on our mission “to gather new people to 
Christ, grow in Christ, and go for Christ.”  
We celebrate the many, many new people 
who are connecting with our church and 
its mission.  

We are seeing greater 
numbers of small 
groups formed in 
our church and more 
persons participating 
in those small 
discipleship groups.  

And, we are making a 
greater impact on our 
community through 
our partnership with 
Lincoln Elementary, 
our Showers of 
Blessing ministry, and 
the opening of our 
church as a warming 
center.
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We are aligning our resources, and are strategically focused on: 

      reaching new people

      making all 52 weeks of worship engaging, inspiring, and life-changing

      making our children’s ministry a signature ministry of our church

5

As we begin 2018, we launch our “New Fire,” initiative.  It is a focused 
effort to engage 100% of our members and friends in spiritual renewal.  
It is a time to offer ourselves together to see what new fire can be 
kindled by God in our lives.  From the beginning of January through 
March we will be asking all persons through our small groups and 
Sunday School classes to focus on this time of spiritual renewal.  I can’t 
stress how important it is that you participate in one of these studies.

Nor can I encourage you enough to plan to be in worship for the five 
Sundays from February 11th through March 11th.  This will be the time 
that I will speak directly to our “New Fire” initiative and the exciting 
ways that God can grow us all.

Last, but not least, I would ask you to begin praying, beginning right 
this moment, about how God would engage you and open your heart 
and life to a burning new fire.  

Will you join me in this journey? 

God’s Blessings,
Bart



TIMELINE

Catherine Collier establishes the 
Methodist Episcopal congregation

1821

The congregation constructs and 
moves into a new brick church 
building at 617 South Main 1831

A new church building 
was occupied at 801 

First Capitol Drive

1954
Becker 

Building 
completed

1960

Additions made to 
the Becker building 

1970
 Atrium, office and classroom 

addition was completed

1999
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Congregation moved into the Clay Street 
Methodist Church at Fifth and Clay Streets

1855

Methodist Episcopal 
Church purchased the 
building at the corner of 
Fifth and Washington1895

Fifth Street Church along 
with other churches of the 
denomination merged to 

form the Methodist Church

1939
Fire destroyed 
the Fifth Street 
Methodist Church 

1953

A NEW FIRE IS NEXT...

7



MILESTONES
BY THE NUMBERS...

59
NEW
MEMBERS

13
BAPTISMS

505
AVG. WEEKLY
ATTENDANCE

ADDED 
LIVESTREAMING 
WORSHIP 
ONLINE

TWO ADDITIONAL EASTER WORSHIP 
SERVICES AT FRONTIER PARK DREW 
A CONGREGATION OF 400 PEOPLE

STARTED 
SECOND SITE 

WORSHIP 
SERVICE AT 

CEDARHURST 
ASSISTED LIVING 

CENTER

SMALL GROUPS: 18ONGOING 15SHORT-TERM

126 ATTENDED SUMMER 
DAY CAMP 2017

FIRST ST. CHARLES KIDS

116 ATTENDED VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL 2017

21 COMPLETED 
CONFIRMATION 
CLASS 2017
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“What the church has done for us is an example of 
how to be a supportive community. This makes the 
students want to turn and do the same for others. 
This lesson is going to change them forever.”
- Julie Williams, Principal

OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH LINCOLN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

“Praying for the kids has such magnitude and 
power… Telling our students about God helps them 
to see that there is something bigger than all of this.”
- Tina Adams, Lunchroom Aide

We gave $1,000 of our 2017 Easter 
offering to our Mozambique partner 
church, Bispo Almeida Penicela for 
recovery after cyclone Dineo.

GENEROSITY OUTSIDE OUR WALLS...

“I find it humbling to see all the help you give to our 
local school, knitted hats and scarves, volunteers 
reading to kids, or the very generous donation. 
You’ve given so much.”
- Scott Humphreys, 4th Grade Teacher

We gave our 2017 Christmas offering 
of $17,797.25 to our partner school 
Lincoln Elementary.

WHAT MILESTONES WILL 
A NEW FIRE BRING?

23
Students went on the Youth 
Mission trip to Lexington, KY

Our church was a warming 
center for the homeless during 
the coldest nights of the winter
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HOW WILL YOU RESPOND?

PRIMARY GOAL
Our primary goal through "A New Fire" is that 100% of 
people at First St. Charles would engage in this initiative 
to experience a life-changing encounter with God.

We are asking you to go on a spiritual journey with God and your 
family—to take the biggest steps of generosity you’ve ever taken.

1. PRAY FERVENTLY. 
Pray that God would multiply our efforts to make disciples of Christ. Pray 
that He would do abundantly more than we ask or imagine for His great 
name.

My Prayer for "A New Fire" is: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

2. COMMIT FULLY. 
Help us reach our goal of 100% engagement in "A New Fire." Stand side 
by side with your church family. Commit to do what God asks. Put your 
“Yes!” on the table.

My Commitment for "A New Fire" is: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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3. GROW INTENTIONALLY. 
Attend each Sunday from Feb 11 through March 11. Engage in the "A 
New Fire" study with your small group. Learn all you can about God’s 
heart and purposes for you and your resources.

A Growth Area for me through "A New Fire" is: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

4. GIVE GENEROUSLY. 
Ask God to show you what it looks like to give in a way that 
changes you. Commit to taking whatever steps are required to 
see it through.

I can grow in generosity through "A New Fire" by: 

______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

THEY SAID TO EACH OTHER, “WERE NOT 
OUR HEARTS BURNING WITHIN US WHILE HE 
WAS TALKING TO US ON THE ROAD, WHILE 
HE WAS OPENING THE SCRIPTURES TO US?”
LUKE 24:32
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WEEK 1
INITIAL GIVER (Strangely Warmed Giver) 
Today’s Question: What shoes must you set aside in order to take the risk of 
standing on Holy Ground? 

Scripture: Read Exodus 3:1-15

Prayer: Gracious God, I am grateful and humbled by how generous you are. 
Help me to trust you more and to take a bigger step in my path to becoming a 
faithful steward of my resources and time. Through your grace, teach me how to 
live abundantly and generously. Amen.

Small Group Notes:
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 2
CONSISTENT GIVER (Rekindled Giver)
Today’s Question: What does the way you spend your money say about who 
you are?

Scripture: Read 2 Timothy 1:3-7

Prayer: Living God, life and other things sometimes distract me from giving 
faithfully. Forgive me for allowing forgetfulness or the lure of temptations to 
prevent me from being a consistent giver. Rekindle my spirit so that giving to 
your kingdom is a regular part of my life. Amen.

Small Group Notes:
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 3
INTENTIONAL GIVER (Plucked Giver)
Today’s Question: In what ways have you sought spiritual growth “on the cheap”?

Scripture: Read Zechariah 3:2

Prayer: Loving God, you love me unconditionally, yet I place conditions on 
how I reciprocate this love when I give less than my best to you. Help me to 
prioritize my lifestyle and take another step in faith, so that I will give to you first, 
from my best, rather than from whatever might be left over. Amen.  

Small Group Notes:
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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WEEK 4
SACRIFICIAL GIVER (Methodical Giver)
Today’s Question: How will you “freely & whole heartedly yield all things” to God?

Scripture: Read Exodus 29:38-46; 1 Chronicles 21:18-26

Prayer: Dear God, I want to live a life that is 100% focused on living 
generously. Yet I am sometimes afraid and doubtful of what that would really be 
like. Help me to overcome my fears and doubts. Give me the wisdom to know 
how to use my resources, my life, and my very self, to completely and fully honor 
you. Amen.

Small Group Notes:
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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EXERCISE AND REFLECTION
Complete at home prior to Commitment Sunday.

1. List out the financial commitments you currently have—those that 
go beyond a one-time payment and have a time duration to them. 

Examples would be a home mortgage, a lease agreement, a car 
loan, a cell phone contract, your child’s tuition for school, your 

own tuition for school, etc. 

2. Now, write out the commitment you are planning to 
make for "A New Fire.” Where does it fall in the priority 
of these other commitments? Do you need to change 
or modify one or more of these other commitments 
in order to be able to fulfill your "A New Fire" 
commitment? What if you wanted to raise your "A 
New Fire" commitment? What would that require? Is 
there a financial commitment you currently have that 
appears to be prioritized above your ability to make a 
truly surrendered giving commitment? With your current 
priorities, are you fully engaged with God’s mission of 
helping people take their next step with Christ?

3. If someone who didn’t know you looked at your 
financial commitments, what would they say you 
value?

4. Would that statement be true about you? Or, 
is there something that needs to be explained or 
modified?

5. If you keep this commitment over the next two 
years, what spiritual transformation will occur in 

you?

6. How will you leverage this change to influence 
others such as your children, your co-workers, your 

friends, your family, or others in your circles of influence?



Pray over your commitment 
as you prepare to lay 
your card at the altar on 
Commitment Sunday, 
March 11. Prayer is the 
most important thing in this 
whole process, and prayer 
is what gives us the bold 
heart of Christ within us.

Let’s do this! Let’s be 
people boldly surrendering 
ourselves to God in every 
area of our lives. 

SAMPLE 
COMMITMENT 
CARD

You may think your gift doesn’t 
matter when compared to 
our total goal for "A New 
Fire." You’re wrong! Every gift 
matters to God. It’s not about 
the amount, but what that 
amount means to you. (Mark 
12:41-44) Use this table to see 
how your monthly gift adds up 
over two years!

TWO YEAR
GIVING TABLE

$10
$20
$30
$40
$50
$60
$70
$80
$90

$100
$125
$150
$200
$250
$300
$350
$400
$500

$240
$480
$720
$960

$1,200
$1,440
$1,680
$1,920
$2,160
$2,400
$3,000
$3,600
$4,800
$6,000
$7,200
$8,400
$9,600

$12,000

................. 

................. 

................. 

................. 

................. 

................. 

................. 

................. 

................. 

................. 

................. 

................. 

................. 

................. 

................. 

................. 

................. 

.................

MONTHLY
GIFT

OVER 24
MONTHS
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WEEK 5
LIFETIME GIVER (Best-of-All Giver)
Today’s Question: What spiritual legacy will you leave?

Scripture: Read Romans 12:11-13

Prayer: Gracious God, you promise to provide for all our needs. In my heart, I 
want to help others. Help me to truly believe that I have all that I need, and that 
I have the power to change the world through my giving. Use me to be your 
witness in the world so that others may experience your loving grace. Amen.

Small Group Notes:
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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GOALS
PRIMARY GOAL: 
100% ENGAGEMENT

SECONDARY GOAL: 
$3,860,000

"A New Fire" is first and foremost a discipleship initiative. We’re all at 
different points moving toward more mature discipleship.

We want to learn new things about God and about ourselves. We want 
every single person at First St. Charles to be a part of “A New Fire” and 
to be willing to take a next step of growth in this area of generosity.

Whether you’ve never given anything before, whether you’re an 
infrequent contributor, or whether you’re a consistent, thoughtful and 
intentional giver, God is asking you to take the next step in this journey. 

Our secondary goal is monetary. This is a one-fund initiative, so the 
amount includes our total ministry fund for the next two years (“A New 
Fire” for People), our expansion for our continued vision to reach out 
to more people (“A New Fire” for Community), and our desire to create 
global partnerships on every continent (“A New Fire” for the World).

IF 100% OF PEOPLE AT FIRST ST. CHARLES GET 
FULLY ENGAGED, WE WILL SEE AN INCREASE 

IN GENEROSITY LIKE WE’VE NEVER SEEN BEFORE. 
20



A NEW FIRE

Currently, more than 500 people worship at First St. Charles United Methodist 
Church every week. A New Fire for people represents the strengthening of our 
general ministry fund over the next two years—which is anything but general! 

This is our engine, our catalyst to supporting and growing every ministry as we 
“gather new people for Christ, grow in Christ, and go for Christ.”
 

• Adults and the Discipleship Pathway: Newcomers Class, Small Groups, 
   and Serving in ministries and mission.

• Weekend Worship: Passionate worship of word, song, and prayer at three 
   services, Cedarhurst extension, and online.

• Next Generation Ministries: Ministry for our children, middle school, and 
   high school students

•  A Chancel Choir that is growing by leaps and bounds. 

• Operations: Administrative, finance, and facility support, as well as 
   communication within the church and our community

See pages 8-9 for some statistics on the people who have been changed in 
and through First St. Charles in the past year.

FOR THE PEOPLE $2.1M
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A NEW FIRE

We are committed to raising the next generation of young men and women 
in the Christian faith. Through the construction of new facilities, we plan to 
double the number of children and youth we are in ministry with over the next 
five years. We are seeking to send a clear message to the young families in 
our community of St. Charles, that here is a church that is alive with activity and 
ministry with young people. 

FIRST KIDS
Improved facilities will enable our First Kids program to reach more children 
and young families. 

SAFETY 
We want to create a safe environment where families feel confident that their 
children are safe and cared for. We want to do everything we can to make 
our facilities safe for children, young families, and everyone who attends our 
church ministries.  

JOIN US IN CREATING A FACILITY 
WHERE GOD’S EXCITING MINISTRY 

CAN SET HEARTS ON FIRE. 

FOR THE COMMUNITY $1.5M
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PROPOSED BUILDING VIEW

The proposed remodeling of the Becker building will send a clear message to our 
community that children, youth, and young families are welcome at First St. Charles 
United Methodist Church. This updated facility will provide a clean, exciting, and safe 
space for children and youth to learn about Jesus Christ and develop relationships 
that will last a lifetime. 



A NEW FIRE

• Support the connectional ministry of the United Methodist Church around 
   the globe through:

o Disaster relief
o Church plants in Missouri and Mozambique
o Training of new pastors and church leaders
o World-wide evangelism

• Support our partner church in Mozambique, Bispo Almeida Penicela
• Strengthen our partnership with Lincoln Elementary. Through this 
   partnership, support children and young families and reach new people in 
   our community for Jesus.
• Utilize our unique facilities to offer Showers of Blessing as a ministry to the 
   homeless people in our community. 
• Open our doors on the coldest nights of the year as a Warming Center for 
   those with nowhere else to sleep. 
• Reach new people for Christ through our online livestreaming of worship 
   services and messages about Jesus. We currently reach over 50 people per 
   week through livestreamed worship. We plan to reach over 100 a week in 
   2018 and 2019. 
• Comfort those in assisted living through our Mt. Carmel and Cedarhurst 
   worship services. 

FOR THE WORLD $260,000
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5 NEXT STEPS IN A 
LIFE OF GENEROSITY
These stages focus on behaviors and attitudes of our hearts—our discipleship—
rather than on amounts or percentages. Each step represents growth in a 
lifestyle of generosity and sacrifice that transforms us into the likeness of Christ 
who gave up everything.

INITIAL GIVER (Strangely Warmed Giver)
An Initial or “A Strangely Warmed Giver” is someone 
who decides to give for the first time out of a response 
to God’s Word about giving.  This is someone who 
decides to give something and trust God and the 
leaders of the Church with this gift.

INTENTIONAL GIVER (Plucked Giver)
An Intentional Giver is someone who thinks intentionally and purposefully 
about giving in relation to other things they spend their money on: “Why 
do I give the cable company or my cell provider more money than I give to 
God?” They consider a percentage or amount they want to commit to giving 
in order to consciously grow in their generosity, looking at their budget to 
consider how their giving reflects their view of God and commitment to 
God’s Kingdom. This may also be the point when someone begins to tithe. 

SACRIFICIAL GIVER (Methodical Giver)
A Sacrificial Giver gives in a way that systematically changes them because 
they recognize the cost Christ paid on the cross. Their giving governs their 
spending/saving rather than their spending/saving governing their giving. 
A Sacrificial Giver isn’t concerned with what they ARE giving but more 
concerned with what they’re NOT giving and why. They seek to honor God 
with 100% of what God has given them, whether through direct monetary 
giving or a God-honoring use of an existing resource like a home or a vehicle. 
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CONSISTENT GIVER (Rekindled Giver)
A Consistent or “Rekindled Giver” is someone who commits 
to give on a regular basis. Consistent Givers start to think of 
their giving in the same way they think about other budget 
expenses that are always paid, regardless of seasons of 
plenty or want.  They often set up an online recurring gift to 
help.  Their consistency is a rekindling of faith in them.

LIFETIME GIVER (Best-of-All Giver)
As he neared death and reflected on his life, John Wesley 
famously said, “The best of all—God is with us.” A Lifetime 
Giver or “The Best-of-All Giver” is someone who thinks about 
the long-term effects of generosity rather than month-to-
month, or even year-to-year, generosity. A Lifetime Giver 
makes decisions in the short-term that have longer-term 
effects related to their generosity capacity. They intentionally 
partner with God to further God’s providential purposes. 
They think of what home they buy, what car they purchase, 
and how much savings they choose to keep all in relation to 
their generosity capacity. A Lifetime Giver might be someone 
who has a lifetime giving goal that governs their larger-ticket 
decisions. 
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You may have been part of church campaigns in the past where 
you were asked to give a second gift “above and beyond” your 
usual gifts to complete special projects.  At First St. Charles 
these have been used to make new buildings and ministries 
possible.  Normally, you gave that gift to the “Building Fund” 
or what we called, “God’s House”; and, at the same time, you 
also continued to give to the “General Fund” or what we called, 
“God’s Work.”  

This type of giving is potentially confusing to people who 
either don’t have a baseline for their “usual giving” or who 
aren’t able to really celebrate the total giving at First St. Charles 

A ONE FUND APPROACH
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in one single number. We believe we’re all on ONE MISSION—
to passionately share the message of Jesus Christ and lead 
people to follow him.

The "A New Fire" Initiative will last two years. In those two years, 
every gift given to First St. Charles will go to the "A New Fire" 
Initiative—to help us grow "A New Fire" for People, Community, 
and the World.

There’s a sample commitment card on page 17 so you can 
see how a “one fund initiative” works.  Please take the time 
to think how you will fill this out, but don’t worry: You’ll get a 
shiny new one to submit on Commitment Sunday, March 11.
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CREATIVE WAYS TO GROW
IN YOUR GENEROSITY

Generosity Initiatives rely on church members making gifts that 
 expand and accelerate their current level of giving. The best path 
  to increased giving is the spiritual path, where you set your heart 
    on things above. Financial priorities then take shape from the 
      spiritual priorities.

         One way of defining this is “Lifestyle Stewardship,” a term used 
           to describe a level of giving that affects one’s living. The 
            challenge of Lifestyle Stewardship is to find ways, boldly and 
            prayerfully, to let your giving touch your living!

            King David declared,
 
         “I will not take for the Lord what is yours, nor offer 
        burnt offerings that cost me nothing” 
        (1 Chronicles 21:24 NRSV). 

                    David understood the gift that would touch the heart 
                    of God must first touch the heart of the giver! This is the 
                    spirit of Lifestyle Stewardship: if it is for my God, my gift 
                     must have value and meaning to me.

                      Often, Lifestyle Giving means giving up something in 
                      one area so that you can give more of yourself in 
                       another. The three keys to effectiveness in Lifestyle 
                      Stewardship are:

                    • Reassess lifestyle
                    • Rearrange priorities
                    • Reallocate resources
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Many believers have been amazed at their ability to give more generously to 
their church. The following seven steps are offered to help you in this regard.

1. Practice priority budgeting
Many families will choose to rearrange their priorities and give up something 
in their current budget in order to give more to a generosity initiative. Priority 
budgeting may mean postponing a planned expenditure such as a new 
car, vacation, home remodeling, or other major purchase. Many Christians 
giving to capital stewardship campaigns find a way to give through sacrificial 
commitments made in faith and coupled with priority budgeting.

2. Redirect present expenditures
Often, families have significant short-term expenditures for special needs. One 
example is the large expenditure a family incurs for a child to attend college. A 
family realized that their daughters would be graduating from college during 
the two years of the generosity initiative and, as a result, they were able to 
increase their commitment to the second year of the campaign by thousands 
of dollars by giving what they had been spending on their daughters’ tuition. 
Another example would be the cash flow that is freed up when a loan is paid 
off.

3. Increased giving with increased income
Some people receive periodic increases in salary or bonuses from their 
employers. The temptation for many of us is to increase our lifestyle to fit the 
higher income. In many instances, families have decided that they will commit 
the full amount of salary increases.

4. Give from your excess
A young man decided that two collectors’ baseball cards worth over $20,000 
he had been holding for a number of years would be the most appropriate 
means of teaching sacrifice for his family. Some families save money over a 
period of years for a special project. A couple had saved $80,000 to build a 
lake cabin. When their church entered a generosity initiative, they decided the 
needs of the church were greater than their need for a second home.
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5. Commit unexpected cash
Often, people pray for God to show them a way they can give beyond what 
they can presently see or afford. Sometimes, the answers come unexpectedly. 
A couple had been praying for weeks about their commitment to the church 
generosity initiative. Much to their surprise, they received an inheritance of 
several thousand dollars. They gave the entire amount to their church as part 
of their two-year commitment, in addition to a commitment from their regular 
income.

6. Sacrifice your extra time
Some family members have extra time they would be willing to use in a part-
time job to be able to give more to the church. This is particularly true for 
families whose children are grown and away from home and for semi-retired or 
retired couples. A man was in the process of retiring when his church entered 
a campaign. He and his wife secured new jobs and gave the first two years of 
their retirement income to the generosity initiative.

7. Donate appreciated assets (stored resources)
Many people own stocks that are worth significantly more than the original 
purchase price. That is good news. The bad news is that if these stocks are sold, 
a significant portion of the gain would be lost to taxation.

Gifts of appreciated assets—typically investment securities or real estate—can 
be very advantageous to both the donor and to the church. By transferring 
ownership of the asset to the church, the donor avoids capital gains taxes on 
the sale of the asset. In addition, the donor receives an income tax charitable 
deduction for the full market value of the asset. That, in effect, makes these gifts 
less costly to make.

Value of Asset

Original Purchase Price

Amount of Appreciation

Capital Gains Tax*

Proceeds to Church
  (asset value minus taxes)

$12,000

 $3,000

 $9,000

 $2,340

$9,660

$12,000

$3,000

$9,000

$0

$12,000

sell asset and
gift net proceeds

give asset
directly

*Assumes 12-month holding period, 15% capital gains tax, 6% state income tax rate.
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Though it is important to invest your giving to further the mission
 of the ministry God has laid on your heart, it is also important to 
consider the tax implications of making a gift to the church. 
Before making a commitment of this type, please consult your 
CPA, tax attorney, or other financial advisor.

A Final Word
Giving does not have to be in equal increments over the two-year 
period of the campaign. You might be able to give more in the 
second year than in the first. As you think about your financial 
commitment to the campaign, think not just of your potential to 
give right now, but also of your potential to give in the future. 
It might be that you can make a two-year commitment in which 
35-40% is given in the first year, and 60-65% is given in the 
second year.

Finally, as you consider your financial commitment to the 
Lord’s work, you might want to consider estate planning.  
Many sincere, committed Christian people have not made 
provision for God in their wills and estate planning. Now 
might be a good time to do that. It might be as simple 
as including a provision in your will that 10% of the 
value of your estate will be donated to the church 
holding your letter of membership at the time of 
your passing. Or, it could involve a planned gift 
such as a charitable remainder trust. While such 
gifts do not provide immediate financial benefit 
to a generosity initiative, they are marvelous 
gifts of faith commitment to carry on the 
work of the church for future generations.  
Please let one of our Pastors know you 
are thinking about this, and we can 
direct you to helpful resources.
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GIVING SCENARIOS
Each of us embarks on the generosity journey at a 
different starting point. Here are a few hypothetical
situations that may be similar to the one in which you 
find yourself. Each example below illustrates how 
an individual or family can take the next step on the 
generosity journey, and how the A New Fire 
commitment card could be completed accordingly.

Which of the following giving scenarios fits you best?

Michael is new to the faith and has 
never given before. He is now starting 
several spiritual disciplines, including
generosity. It’s a huge step of faith for 
him, but Michael has decided to give 
$25 per week. Combined with $500
from his savings, Michael plans to give 
a total two-year contribution of $3,100 
to the A New Fire initiative.

INITIAL GIVER (Strangely Warmed Giver)

0
1,300
1,300 2,600

500

3,100

Jennifer has witnessed changes in her 
own life through the ministry of the 
church. So far, she has been giving
casually, if she has extra cash on hand 
during offering time. However, she now 
feels led to become more consistent in 
her giving by setting up a recurring gift
online. Her plan is to increase her 
usual annual giving of $500 by $1,250, 
bringing her to $1,750 a year. With the
addition of $500 from a vacation 
savings fund, in two years she will 
have given $4,000 to the A New Fire 
initiative.

CONSISTENT GIVER (Rekindled Giver)

500
1,250
1,750 3,500

500

4,000
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Paul and Rebecca have given 
consistently to the church at a steady 
5%. With a combined income of 
$120,000, they contribute $6,000 
each year. A New Fire, however, has 
prompted them to tithe a full 10%. 
It will require some adjustments to 
give $12,000 a year, but they know it’s 
what God is calling them to do. Also, 
they’ve been saving for a boat, but 
have decided to give the $2,000 in that 
account as well. They are now planning
to give $26,000 to the church over the 
next two years.

INTENTIONAL GIVER (Plucked Giver)

6,000
6,000

12,000 24,000
2,000

26,000

Anthony developed the discipline 
of tithing years ago, and he has 
experienced God’s provision again and
again. Anthony will increase his giving 
percentage from 10% to 12% of his 
annual income of $70,000, or $8,400
a year. Over two years, with the 
addition of $2,000 from the transfer of 
stocks that are no longer of interest to
him, Anthony looks forward to giving 
$18,800 to the A New Fire initiative.

SACRIFICIAL GIVER (Methodical Giver)

7,000
1,400
8,400 16,800

2,000
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Judy loves to give of her time, talents, 
and resources. She has set a lifetime 
giving goal for herself, and is excited 
to reach it. She has been giving 15% of 
her $90,000 income ($13,500) to the 
church in recent years, but is inspired 
to increase the annual amount to 
$15,000. She has been considering the 
purchase of a new home recently, but 
she realizes that purchase may inhibit 
her ability to reach her giving goal. So 
Judy has decided not to move, and to 
give her down payment toward the
A New Fire initiative instead.

LIFETIME GIVER (Best-of-All Giver)

13,500
1,500
15,000 30,000

60,000

90,000
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FAQ

What are you asking me to do?
First and foremost, we are asking that you pray and seek God’s direction on 
what God is asking of you. Prepare your heart to hear God and then listen to 
what God says. Take your next step. Engage in personal reflection with God 
in this guide. Talk with your spouse, your family, or others about what this 
commitment will mean for this next exciting season of your life.

We are asking that you make a sacrificial commitment to gospel-centered 
generosity—whatever it is that God leads you to do. Follow God’s leading.

Finally, we ask that you prepare to be amazed.  We serve an awesome God, 
who is going to move in huge ways, and already now is moving. We anticipate 
an unprecedented impact from our collective “A New Fire” commitments—
something only God can do. Please mark your calendar for Commitment 
Sunday, March 11 and prepare to experience a life-changing worship service 
that will forever be remembered as a defining moment for our church and our 
own faith.

How is “A New Fire” different from previous generosity 
initiatives?
We are more focused on helping everyone at First St. Charles see their 
giving as an integral part of the discipleship process and then accept God’s 
challenge to take a next step. The bulk of this notebook is focused on helping 
us dig into some key Biblical principles that guide us in this area as we follow 
Jesus. This is our first priority—100% participation in the process. Even if 
someone wrote us a check today for our secondary goal of $3,860,000 we 
would still do this initiative. Whether we’re just starting in our giving journey or 
we’re very committed givers, we all have a next step to take and room to grow 
in this area.

How does $3,860,000 over two years compare to current giving 
at First St. Charles? 
Our current annual giving is approximately $1,180,000 multiplied by two years 
is $2,360,000. So, in essence, we’re trusting God to grow our resources by a 
little more than $750,000 per year for a total of $3.86 million. 
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Are there additional ways besides cash that I can give toward “A 
New Fire”?
Be creative as you explore ways you and your family can give toward “A New 
Fire.” You might have some stocks, property, or other items of that nature. Or 
you may have stored resources that God has blessed you with in the past that 
God just might be calling you to give during this time. Please let us know if 
you need assistance with facilitating gifts of property or stock, and we would 
be happy to help you. Jack McCormick, our Office Manager, is able to assist 
with all such gifts. He can be reached at: jmccormick@firststcharlesumc.org or 
636-947-0066.

What if I have never even given to First St. Charles before?
“A New Fire” was crafted specifically with you in mind. “A New Fire” is a “one 
fund” generosity initiative. It’s different from a traditional capital campaign 
where you are called to give an extra gift above and beyond your normal 
giving, thus creating two steps for people who aren’t yet giving. “A New Fire” is 
a call to sacrificial, gospel-centered generosity for absolutely everyone at First 
St. Charles. If you have never given before, this is your chance to get in the 
game with a committed sacrifice. We really hope and are praying that you will.

How long is my commitment?
We are asking that everyone make a two-year (24-month) commitment. The 
fulfillment period for your commitment will begin with Celebration Sunday and 
our First Big Give on Sunday, April 15 and it will culminate in March of 2020.

What if I am new around here?
“A New Fire” is about the vision for our church and giving as an expression 
of our personal discipleship as followers of Jesus. We believe that the local 
church is one of the most compelling missions toward which to give, and we 
would really love for you to make First St. Charles your home and join us in 
“A New Fire.” If you are ready for it, this is a perfect time for you to put a stake 
in the ground and make this your church. The first step is simply to let Peter 
Norton or one of our other pastors know that you are interested in joining us. 
He can be reached at: pnorton@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-947-0066. 
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What if I don’t have a job right now? What does that mean for 
my “A New Fire” commitment?
“A New Fire” is about your total, radical, sacrificial generosity to God’s mission 
at First St. Charles. We believe that God calls us to action in times of hardship 
just as much as God does in times of abundance, and that looks different 
for every person. “A New Fire” is about a heart change—one that is only 
accomplished by surrendering our lives completely over to God in this area of 
giving and declaring that we are a people who are unfinished. That may mean 
that you are being challenged to sell things, to pick up odd jobs, or even to 
trust God in faith by making a commitment that you don’t quite know how to 
fulfill right now but that you believe God will provide for, as you seek for ways 
to work towards that commitment. We call for 100% of us to be a part of “A 
New Fire” so that we can all be supporting, loving, encouraging, and praying 
for one another through this spiritually stretching season at First St. Charles.

What if I am severely in debt right now? Am I still supposed to 
give?
If you are someone currently seeking to make payments to pay off debt right 
now, we commend you for making progress on that. And you should continue 
to do so. We would be happy to help you in this journey and/or to recommend 
a budgeting class that might minister to you. Being in debt does not, however, 
“excuse” someone from giving. Giving isn’t about what God wants from you; 
rather, it’s about what God wants for you. It should be our joy and privilege to 
give at all times. Please visit with Pastor Bart if you need assistance with this or 
if you would like to speak with a budgeting counselor. We would be honored 
to help you!

What if I haven’t been baptized yet?
Great question. People take different spiritual steps at different times. Some 
people begin praying before they begin attending church. Others begin 
going to a small group meeting before they begin talking to God in prayer. 
Giving is another spiritual step, and it comes at different times for different 
people. However, just like other spiritual disciplines, giving draws us closer to 
God. God is calling ALL of us to give.

“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21)

Whether you have taken the spiritual step of baptism or not, we would 
encourage you to join us in “A New Fire.” We firmly believe it will draw you 
closer to God and hopefully to a place where you are ready to make the 
decision to become baptized and to surrender your life to the Lordship of 
Christ.

Learn more online at: www.firststcharlesumc.org
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GOD IS LIGHTING A 
NEW FIRE AMONG US.  
IT BURNS EVEN NOW.  

WILL YOU COME, 
JOIN IN ITS WARMTH?  
THE FIRE IS CATCHING!



First St. Charles United Methodist Church
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