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    THE VIRTUES OF BEING A MINORITY CHURCH 
 

Upon further reflection, I realized that I could have/

should have spoken in my message this past Sunday 

to a dynamic that I think we are bound to 

experience as a church going forward.  If you 

worshiped with us (in person or online), you heard 

me quote a recent survey by Gallup that shows the 

church declining for decades, with attrition that runs 

from:  

• 70% claiming membership in the 1990s, to  

• 50% in 2019, to  

• 47% in 2021 (with no plateau in sight). 

This means that, if you regularly participate in 

worship and hold membership in a church you are, 

for the first time in our lifetimes, now a minority in our 

culture. 

 

What was left 

unsaid was that 

this may actually 

be a good thing.  

Glenn Hinson is a 

world-renowned 

church historian, 

having earned 

degrees from Washington University in St. Louis (he’s 

actually from Sullivan, MO!), and Oxford University.   

 

Forty years ago he spoke to a dynamic (that could 

easily have applied to the Methodist church), in 

which he referred to what he called, “the Catholic 

Church of the South.”  By that, he was pointing to 

that melding of church and culture in which the 

majority religion becomes indistinguishable from the 

culture in which it finds itself.   

 

 

The power of the church, the influence of the 

church, and the growth of the church were tied to 

our majority dominance.  We deceived ourselves 

and even congratulated ourselves with the notion 

that it was to our credit and a virtue.  We were 

growing and that meant we were good, righteous 

even. 
 

 Now, and for the foreseeable future, Christians in 

our culture won’t be able to say or think the same  

things.  We will be a minority.  While we can 

anticipate some grief over what we’ve lost—

gnashing of teeth, even—what’s exciting about that 

and what can be blessed is that it returns us to our 

roots.  Originally, Christians were a minority culture, 

speaking truth to power, offering an alternative 

Kingdom and Lordship to that of Caesar and Rome.  

We were at our blazing best and most authentic 

when we and the gospel message that we bore 

were able to speak critically in distinction from that 

of the nation/culture/dominant position of the 

world.  The apostle Paul put it: 

“Don’t let the world around you squeeze 

you into its own mold, but let God re-mold 

your minds from within, so that you may 

prove in practice that the plan of God for 

you is good, meets all his demands and 

moves towards the goal of true 

maturity” (Romans 12:2, J.B. Phillips trans.). 
 

So, friends, rejoice.  The church is breaking out of the 

mold, coming unmoored and unencumbered from 

the culture.  The Spirit of God is breaking us free! 
 

These are some Pentecostal thoughts, offered in the 

Spirit of Love, 

 

Bart 
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Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 
Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Kate Hanch 
Rev. Keith Janis 
Jack McCormick 
Carolie Owens 

Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard 

Karla Curry 
Patti Adams 

Kerri Johnson 
Jim Nichols 

Stacey Davis 
Beth Kelley 

Jenny LeGoff 

May 4-July 27—GriefShare, on 
Tuesdays 

June 20-June 25—Youth 
Mission Trip to Milwaukee, WI 

June 28-July 2—Summer Day 
Camp 

July 3—Bicentennial Bash  
July 24—Vacation Bible School 
September 23-26—Men’s Walk 

to Emmaus #169 
October 7-10—Women’s Walk 

to Emmaus #170 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the June 9, 2021, Spire are 
due in the church office by June 2, 2021. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Donna Ferrario passed away on April 22, 
2021, sister of Dave (Pattie) Raposo. 

 

Sheila McPherson passed away on May 25, 
wife of Dan McPherson.  

 

 

Our deepest sympathies are extended 
to the family and friends of those who 

have recently passed away: 

 

WELCOME Team 
 

What a blessing it is to gather 
together again for in-person worship!  What an additional 
blessing it is to be greeted by our Welcome Team members as 
they offer radical hospitality to everyone.  Would you want to be 
a part of this vital Sunday morning ministry? 
 

We have melded together our prior Sunday morning ministries—
ushers, hospitality teams, donut/coffee servers—into one 
collaborative team, our Welcome Team.   
 

Members of the team rotate responsibilities from Sunday to 
Sunday, rather than focusing on just one role.  There is no 
commitment to serve all morning, or even every Sunday.  We 
currently schedule one month at a time, asking for everyone’s 
availability, before creating the schedule. 
 

Would you want to give it a try for a couple of Sundays and see 
what you think?  If you’re interested or would like more 
information, please contact Rev. Debby at 636-947-0066 or 
dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org. 

 

UPDATED GUIDELINES FOR MASKS 
 

• People who are fully vaccinated are welcome in the 
church building without a mask. Persons who are not 
fully vaccinated are expected to continue wearing a 
mask. 

• In-person worship will accommodate persons who wish 
to wear masks and persons who are not wearing masks. 
One side of the sanctuary, the piano side, will still allow 
people to social distance, sit every other pew, and wear 
a mask. The organ side of the sanctuary will be open for 
people to sit in every row without a mask 

• The pastoral staff will wear masks on Sunday mornings 
except when leading worship. 

• Children’s and youth leaders and participants will 
continue to wear masks for the time being during 
children’s and youth activities. We do not require, but 
encourage, preschoolers to wear masks in preschool 

settings. 

• Our Welcome Teams 
will continue wearing 
masks when serving on 
the team and greeting 
guests. 

mailto:dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org
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Vacation Bible School at First St. Charles 

Saturday, July 24, from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
 

Calling all space explorers! 
Join us as we Blast Off to Mars! We'll have a FREE, special, one night Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

event. This is a whole family event. Parents or guardians will stay and guide their space explorers 
through socially distanced stations around the church yard.  

 

Calling all VBS volunteers! 
VBS will not be possible without your help! We need volunteers to lead our five stations, run 

registration, and guide our families through their “outer space adventure.”  
 

Please register your space explorer or volunteer to help 
Please go to the church website, firststcharlesumc.org, scroll down on the HOME page and click on 

the To Mars and Beyond image. On the next screen, click on the Register Your Space Explorer 

Today! button. The next screen contains both Participant and Volunteer Registration buttons.  Please 
remember to register all attendees, including adults, so we can have accurate numbers to ensure 

social distancing.   
 

Finally, everyone who has completed kindergarten and older will be asked to wear a mask and 

childcare will not be available at this event. 
 

NOTE:  Due to the ongoing pandemic, this event is currently being held contingent on 

having an adequate number of volunteers to accommodate multiple social distanced 

stations. While we are hopeful and optimistic for the summer, plans may change based on 

current COVID rates and Health Department guidance. 

 

A REUNION OF YOUNG ADULTS AND FRIENDS 
 

All FSCUMC young adults and friends—ages 18-29—are invited 

 to a reunion gathering at church on Sunday morning, June 6th.  

We will meet in Room 302 at 9:30 a.m. for  

coffee, bagels and fellowship  

as we get caught up with each other after a long time apart. 

 Come prepared to tell us what you have been up to, 

 see old friends, meet new ones, 

 and enjoy a short Bible study. 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
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Summer Day Camp at First St. Charles UMC will be June 28—July 2  
from 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. daily 

 

Get ready for five full days of exciting activities, adventures and learning about God at 
Summer Day Camp. Highly trained NextGen college-age staff does life-on-life ministry with 
every camper. Campers have the option to choose from one of three incredible activity 
options:   technology,   athletics,  creativity.  
 

With the opportunity to either develop an area in which they are already gifted or stretch 
themselves to learn new things, campers can continue to grow into who God envisioned them 
to be!  
 

To learn more about Summer Day Camp and to register your camper: 
• Please go to the church website, firststcharlesumc.org 

• Scroll down on the HOME page and click on the Summer Day Camp picture 

• On the next screen, click on the Register Your Child or Volunteer Today! button 

• On the next screen, click on the Learn More & Register for Summer Day Camp button. 

Summer Day Camp at First St. Charles UMC will be June 28—July 2  
from 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. daily 

 

Do you want to share God's love with children this summer? We're looking for adults and youth 
aged 13 to 17 to volunteer at Summer Day Camp! This is your chance to build relationships with 
children from First St. Charles and with children who may not have a church home.  
 

Adults can volunteer to  
• check children in and out each day,  
• to bring meals for the counselors staying in our church,  
• support counselors by building relationships with students during the day.  

 
All adults must be Safe Sanctuary Certified. To learn more about Summer Day Camp and to 
register as a volunteer: 

• Please go to the church website, firststcharlesumc.org 

• Scroll down on the HOME page and click on the Summer Day Camp picture 

• On the next screen, click on the Register Your Child or Volunteer Today! button 

• On the next screen, scroll down to the Volunteer at Summer Day Camp heading 

• Continue scrolling to find the various opportunities to help at Summer Day Camp. 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
http://firststcharlesumc.org
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Food Pantry Wednesdays — 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
 

Our ministry partners at FISH Food Pantry and our Backpack Ministry Team, 
and Oasis Food Pantry continue to offer food assistance  If you are already 
going out on Wednesdays between 8:00 and 11:00 a.m., please consider dropping off the 
requested items in the food pantry carts in our church parking lot. 
 

We also have a team ready to pick up items from your front porch on Tuesday afternoons.  To 
schedule a pick-up, please call or text 512-680-6779 with your name and home address. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Kathy Avery at 636-541-0895. 
 

Requested items 

 Entrees, meat, and pasta 
canned chili canned pasta canned meat 
hamburger helper tuna helper canned soup, any kind 
mac & cheese, individual servings ramen noodles 
 

 Side dishes, fruit, and vegetables 
boxed side dishes—potatoes, pasta, rice canned vegetables canned tomatoes 
applesauce, individual servings applesauce, plastic jars canned fruit 
fruit cups, individual servings jelly (no glass, please) 
 

 Snacks, crackers, cereal, and cookies 
saltines graham crackers animal crackers 
granola bars cereal bars snack-sized raisin boxes 
peanut butter cracker sandwiches cheese cracker sandwiches pudding snacks 
oatmeal, individual packs in boxes small size boxes of cereal cookies, individual packs 
juice boxes (no Capri Sun, please) 
 

 Personal hygiene, soap, and lotion 
children’s toothbrushes children’s toothpaste body lotion 
dish soap men’s deodorant women’s deodorant 
feminine hygiene products 
 

 Thank you for your continued generosity! 

BICENTENNIAL HISTORY BOOK:  1821-2021 
BY VALERIE BATTLE KIENZLE 

 

We are grateful that local historian and church member, Valerie 
Battle Kienzle, has created a bicentennial history book of First St. 
Charles UMC.  
 

To download the full history book, please visit the church website, 
firststcharlesumc.org, scroll down on the HOME page, click on 
the Download the Bicentennial History Book button. 
 

If you would like to receive a printed version, please contact the 
church office. One complimentary printed copy is available per 
family.  

http://firststcharlesumc.org
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Options to Attend Worship Services 
 

There are many ways to worship at First St. Charles! 
 

• In-person worship is one worship service at 9 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m. on Sundays in the sanctuary. Communion 
will be served each Sunday. 

 

• Worship on-demand is available at your convenience 
on the church’s website, firststcharlesumc.org. 

 

• Live stream in-person worship is available on Sundays 
at 9 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. This option allows the 
worshiper to participate in communion. 

 

• Audio worship is available by calling 636-947-0067. 
 

We look forward to worshiping with you! 

WAYS TO GIVE 
 

Through your generosity, ministries of 
First St. Charles are able to continue 
during this time of uncertainty. Your 
generosity also allows us to stay 
connected online through online worship, 
daily devotionals, small groups and other 
online ministries.  
 

There are four ways that you can give—
online, in-person at the 9:00 a.m. 
worship service on Sunday mornings, 
mail your gift to the church office, or text 
636-255-8819 to give. Thank you for your 
generosity and staying connected to our 
community of faith.  

Celebrate our bicentennial by being the 200th person to download 
our new app!   Just search for First St. Charles UMC in your favorite 
app store.  
 

The app is the best place to stay connected through worship, 
devotionals, giving, and even messaging with your small group. 

A New App for 

http://firststcharlesumc.org


7 

 

Madeline Reynolds graduated from Cornell University with a PhD in English 

Literature. She has accepted a post-doctoral position at Cornell University. Madeline is 
the daughter of Steve and Melissa Reynolds and the granddaughter of Norman and Mary 
Stiegemeier.  No photograph was available. 

Jessica Rae Steinbach graduated Magna Cum Laude 

from William Jewell College with a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing. Jessica is the daughter of Mike and Melissa   
Steinbach and the granddaughter of Leon & Jenne Long. 

Jordan Liana Johnston graduated Cum Laude from 

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville with a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing. She will be working on the ICU Step 
Down Unit at St. Joseph Hospital in St. Charles, while    
continuing her education at SIUE, pursuing a Doctor of 
Nursing Practice in Psychiatrist Mental Health degree.    
Jordan is the daughter of Diane and Randy Johnston, sister 
of Julie. 
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April Heien  graduated from Francis Howell 

North High School. She is attending the University of 
Missouri to study Health Sciences. April is the 
daughter of Eric and Jennifer Heien. 

Logan Reece Nachtrab graduated from Francis 

Howell Central High School. He will be attending the   
University of Missouri to pursue Sport Management.    
Logan is the son of Jason and Jill Nachtrab, brother of 
Liam and Meyer. 
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Natalie Lynn Newport graduated from Francis Howell 

North High School.  She will be attending Missouri State 
University pursuing a degree in Business Administration.  
Natalie is the daughter of Andrea Newport and the twin sister of 
Madeline. 

Madeline Lynn Newport graduated from Francis Howell 

North High School. She will be attending Missouri State 
University pursuing a degree in Business Entrepreneurship.  
Madeline is the daughter of Andrea Newport and the twin sister 
of Natalie. 

Ava Gwyneth Pingle graduated from Ritenour Senior High 

School.  She will be attending Lindenwood University pursuing a 
major in Dance.  Ava is the granddaughter of Nancy Pingle. 
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Tyler Maull  graduated from St. Charles West High 

School.  He is planning to attend Truman State 
University in the fall. Tyler is the son of Todd and Maria 
Maull, brother of Jason. 

Jason Maull graduated from St. Charles West 

School. He will be attending St. Charles Community 
College in the fall. Jason is the son of Todd and Maria 
Maull, brother of Tyler. 

Maria Maull obtained her PharmD degree (Doctor 

of Pharmacy) from University of Florida. Maria is the 
wife of Todd Maull, mother of Jason and Tyler Maull. 

Congratulations to all our graduates! 


