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TIME FLIES BY 

 

You know how time can 
play tricks on you?  
Sometimes an event in the 
past seems like it was so 
long ago...and sometimes 
the same event feels like it 
happened yesterday.   
 

I began working at First St. 
Charles eight years ago.  I had just moved to 
St. Charles and I drove by the church and the 
outside sign—you remember, the one with the 
letters that had to be changed by hand while 
holding up a heavy glass panel—said the 
church was hiring.  It was still First United 
Methodist Church – St. Charles then.  Rev. 
Robin was the senior pastor; and Rev. Chali 
was still here.  Mike Waller was the office 
manager. 
 

So much has changed in 8 years.  We have 
remodeled the office...twice. And reorganized 
job responsibilities several times more than 
that.  Staff members have come and gone.  
The leadership board was restructured.  The 
Learning Center, then called the Becker 
Building, underwent a total renovation.  The 
church’s technology has evolved into an 
amazing online presence.   
 

Some changes have been wonderful, some 
were not.  I’ve lost friends and family in those 
years.   As I look back at all these changes, 
eight years seems so long ago.   
 

Then sometimes I look back and wonder where 
the time went.  Those kids in middle school and 
high school were little kids back then.  How’d 
they grow up so fast?  That copier, computer, 
or piece of office equipment—how can it be 
obsolete?  Didn’t we just purchase that 
recently?  How can we be getting ready for 
summer; it was just Christmas?  For that 
matter, how did I get to the place where I am 
eligible for Medicare and Social Security?  And 
where did that grey hair come from?   
 

What has not changed is the love and support I 
have always received from the people of this 
church.  This community has sustained me 
during times of grief and celebrated joys and 
happy moments with me.  As a former pastor’s 
wife, I assure you not all congregations are as 
diverse, as friendly, as tolerant, or as faithful as 
this one. 
 

During the pandemic, the church office closed 
completely for awhile and then reopened on a 
limited basis.  There was not enough work to fill 
full time hours, so I offered to cut back to part-
time.  It worked well for all concerned.  Now, as 
things are opening up and we are worshiping in 
person and having classes again, the workload 
has increased. 
 

I needed to go back to working full time, but I 
have gotten used to part-time hours.  I want to 
spend more time with my mother and my 
mother-in-law, both of whom need my time.  My 
husband, Mark, is only working two days a 
week and I like spending more time at home.   

(Continued on page 2) 
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May 4-July 27—GriefShare, on 
Tuesdays 

May 16—UMW Sunday 
May 16—Way Forward Reconciling 

Community Gathering 
May 26—Graduate edition of the 

Spire published 
June 20-June 25—Youth Mission 

Trip to Milwaukee, WI 
June 28-July 2—Summer Day 

Camp 
July 24—Vacation Bible School 
September 23-26—Men’s Walk to 

Emmaus #169 
October 7-10—Women’s Walk to 

Emmaus #170 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the May 26, 2021, Spire are 
due in the church office by May 19, 2021. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Elaine Lakin, who passed away on 
May 2, was the mother of Penny 
Dobbs. 

Our deepest sympathies are extended 
to the family and friends of those who 

have recently passed away: 

 

So, I’ve made the tough decision to retire.  My last day in 
the office will be May 26.  But that will not be my last day at 
church.  I will truly miss the day-to-day activity at the 
church.  I will miss daily interactions with my friends who 
are also my co-workers.  I will miss all of you who stop in 
the office during the week.  But I will find my place in 
ministry here soon and I will continue to worship with you. 
 

And sometime, in the not-too-distant future, I’ll look back 
and say, “Time is playing tricks on me again. Can you 
believe it’s been a year since I retired? The time has just 
flown by.”    
 

See you on Sunday, 
 

Pat Williams 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
 

WELCOME Team 
 

What a blessing it is to gather together again for in-person 
worship!  What an additional blessing it is to be greeted by 
our Welcome Team members as they offer radical 
hospitality to everyone.  Would you want to be a part of this 
vital Sunday morning ministry? 
 

We have melded together our prior Sunday morning 
ministries—ushers, hospitality teams, donut/coffee 
servers—into one collaborative team, our Welcome Team.   
 

Members of the team rotate responsibilities from Sunday to 
Sunday, rather than focusing on just one role.  There is no 
commitment to serve all morning, or even every Sunday.  
We currently schedule one month at a time, asking for 
everyone’s availability, before creating the schedule. 
 

Would you want to give it a try for a couple of Sundays and 
see what you think?  If you’re interested or would like more 
information, please contact Rev. Debby at 636-947-0066 or 
dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org. 

mailto:dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org
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UMW Sunday is May 16 
 

United Methodist Women is the largest denominational faith 
organization for women with approximately 800,000 members 
whose mission is fostering spiritual growth, developing leaders, 
and advocating for justice. 
 

Members raise up to $20 million each year for programs and projects related to women, children 
and youth in the United States and in more than 100 countries around the world. 
 

United Methodist Women and The United Methodist Church’s principles and values include: 
 Promoting the empowerment of women, children and youth 
 Promoting anti-racism and multiculturalism 
 Promoting inclusion and equity 
 Promoting fair labor practices 
 Promoting economic and environmental stewardship and sustainability. 
 

First St. Charles United Methodist Women currently has 73 active members in five circles.  
Although most circles only met for the first three months of 2020, and some haven’t yet returned 
this year, our ladies remain committed to the UMW principles.  We met our budget goals last year, 
and our ladies generously donated to our Virtual Cookie Walk making it a great success.   
 

May 16 is UMW Sunday, at which time we will honor two outstanding members in mission. 
 

Membership is open to any woman who indicates her desire to belong and to participate in the 
global missions of the church through United Methodist Women.  

New Member of the Staff 

We welcome Beth Kelley to the church staff as 

Administrative Assistant – Church Communications.  

She comes to us from City of Wentzville Parks and 

Recreation where she organized multiple events 

for the city as Special Events & Volunteer 

Supervisor.  She has a Bachelor of Arts in English 

and a Master of Education from Southern Illinois University – Edwardsville.  Let’s also 

welcome her husband Ben and 1 ½ year old daughter Paige to the First Church family. 
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Youth Mission Trip to Milwaukee, Wisconsin Is June 20-25, 2021 
 

All youth in grades 6th through 12th are welcome to attend.   
A deposit is due by April 23 to attend.  Scholarship opportunities exist.   

For more information, contact Pastor Kate at khanch@firststcharlesumc.org. 

Recognizing Our Graduates 
 

The Graduation Edition of the Spire will be published on May 26, 2021.  We would like 

to include information on family members who are graduating from high school, 

college or any other advanced degree program. 
 

Please include: 

• The graduate’s full name 

• A recent picture 

• The degree they are obtaining 

• The school graduating from 

• Any future plans 

• The names of family members who are members of the church. 
 

Please email your graduate's information by May 19 to Pat Williams at 

pwilliams@firststcharlesumc.org. 

Way Forward Reconciling Community — In-person & Online Gathering 
Sunday, May 16, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

The Way Forward Reconciling Community will host its first gathering of 2021 on Sunday, May 
16, at 6:30-7:30 p.m. in-person in Room 301 at First Church AND virtually via Zoom.   
 

The Way Forward Community is a group of LGBTQIA+ persons, their families, friends, and allies. 
The community’s gatherings are a safe place where people can meet together, offer radical 
hospitality to each other, and share God’s love and grace with all people, affirming that “all means 
ALL.”  
 

ALL are invited to the gathering. Those meeting in-person will follow social distancing guidelines, and 
face masks are required.  For the link to attend via Zoom, please contact Rev. Debby  at 
dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org. 
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TWO SUNDAY IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES 
9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

 

We now have two in-person and live stream worship services at 9:00 and11:00 a.m.  
As you become more comfortable with attending in-person worship,  

we hope to see you soon. 

 

 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School at First St. Charles 

Saturday, July 24, from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
 

Calling all space explorers! 
Join us as we Blast Off to Mars! We'll have a FREE, special, one night Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

event. This is a whole family event. Parents or guardians will stay and guide their space explorers 
through socially distanced stations around the church yard.  

 

Calling all VBS volunteers! 
VBS will not be possible without your help! We need volunteers to lead our five stations, run 

registration, and guide our families through their “outer space adventure.”  
 

Please register your attendance or volunteer to help 
Please go to the church website, firststcharlesumc.org, scroll down on the HOME page and click on 

the To Mars and Beyond image. On the next screen, click on the Register Your Space Explorer 

Today! button. The next screen contains both Participant and Volunteer Registration buttons.  Please 

remember to register all attendees, including adults, so we can have accurate numbers to ensure 

social distancing.   
 

Finally, everyone who has completed kindergarten and older will be asked to wear a mask and 

childcare will not be available at this event. 
 

NOTE:  Due to the ongoing pandemic, this event is currently being held contingent on 

having an adequate number of volunteers to accommodate multiple social distanced 

stations. While we are hopeful and optimistic for the summer, plans may change based on 

current COVID rates and Health Department guidance. 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
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Summer Day Camp at First St. Charles UMC will be June 28—July 2  
from 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. daily 

 

Get ready for five full days of exciting activities, adventures and learning about God at 
Summer Day Camp. Highly trained NextGen college-age staff does life-on-life ministry with 
every camper. Campers have the option to choose from one of three incredible activity 
options:   technology,   athletics,  creativity.  
 

With the opportunity to either develop an area in which they are already gifted or stretch 
themselves to learn new things, campers can continue to grow into who God envisioned them 
to be!  
 

To learn more about Summer Day Camp and to register your camper: 
• Please go to the church website, firststcharlesumc.org 

• Scroll down on the HOME page and click on the Summer Day Camp picture 

• On the next screen, click on the Register Your Child or Volunteer Today! button 

• On the next screen, click on the Learn More & Register for Summer Day Camp button. 

Summer Day Camp at First St. Charles UMC will be June 28—July 2  
from 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. daily 

 

Do you want to share God's love with children this summer? We're looking for adults and youth 
aged 13 to 17 to volunteer at Summer Day Camp! This is your chance to build relationships with 
children from First St. Charles and with children who may not have a church home.  
 

Adults can volunteer to  
• check children in and out each day,  
• to bring meals for the counselors staying in our church,  
• support counselors by building relationships with students during the day.  

 
All adults must be Safe Sanctuary Certified. To learn more about Summer Day Camp and to 
register as a volunteer: 

• Please go to the church website, firststcharlesumc.org 

• Scroll down on the HOME page and click on the Summer Day Camp picture 

• On the next screen, click on the Register Your Child or Volunteer Today! button 

• On the next screen, scroll down to the Volunteer at Summer Day Camp heading 

• Continue scrolling to find the various opportunities to help at Summer Day Camp. 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
http://firststcharlesumc.org
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Food Pantry Wednesdays — 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
 

Our ministry partners at FISH Food Pantry and our Backpack Ministry Team, 
and Oasis Food Pantry continue to offer food assistance  If you are already 
going out on Wednesdays between 8:00 and 11:00 a.m., please consider dropping off the 
requested items in the food pantry carts in our church parking lot. 
 

We also have a team ready to pick up items from your front porch on Tuesday afternoons.  To 
schedule a pick-up, please call or text 512-680-6779 with your name and home address. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Kathy Avery at 636-541-0895. 
 

Requested items 

 Entrees, meat, and pasta 
canned chili canned pasta canned meat 
hamburger helper tuna helper canned soup, any kind 
mac & cheese, individual servings ramen noodles 
 

 Side dishes, fruit, and vegetables 
boxed side dishes—potatoes, pasta, rice canned vegetables canned tomatoes 
applesauce, individual servings applesauce, plastic jars canned fruit 
fruit cups, individual servings jelly (no glass, please) 
 

 Snacks, crackers, cereal, and cookies 
saltines graham crackers animal crackers 
granola bars cereal bars snack-sized raisin boxes 
peanut butter cracker sandwiches cheese cracker sandwiches pudding snacks 
oatmeal, individual packs in boxes small size boxes of cereal cookies, individual packs 
juice boxes (no Capri Sun, please) 
 

 Personal hygiene, soap, and lotion 
children’s toothbrushes children’s toothpaste body lotion 
dish soap men’s deodorant women’s deodorant 
feminine hygiene products 
 

 Thank you for your continued generosity! 

Back Pack Ministry  
 

The end of school is nearing and we always give a special pack of food to our 
kids on the last day of school. This year we are in need of a few items to make it 
a good pack.  We need: 

• Canned Spaghetti sauce with meat 

• Smooth peanut butter in 16 0z. Jars 

• Kid friendly cereal in 11 or 12 oz boxes. 
 

May 20th is the deadline for our end-of-school back packs.  
 

Thank you for helping the backpack ministry. 
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Options to Attend Worship Services 
 

There are many ways to worship at First St. Charles! 
 

• In-person worship is one worship service at 9 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m. on Sundays in the sanctuary. Communion 
will be served each Sunday. 

 

• Worship on-demand is available at your convenience 
on the church’s website, firststcharlesumc.org. 

 

• Live stream in-person worship is available on Sundays 
at 9 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. This option allows the 
worshiper to participate in communion. 

 

• Audio worship is available by calling 636-947-0067. 
 

We look forward to worshiping with you! 

WAYS TO GIVE 
 

Through your generosity, ministries of 
First St. Charles are able to continue 
during this time of uncertainty. Your 
generosity also allows us to stay 
connected online through online worship, 
daily devotionals, small groups and other 
online ministries.  
 

There are four ways that you can give—
online, in-person at the 9:00 a.m. 
worship service on Sunday mornings, 
mail your gift to the church office, or text 
636-255-8819 to give. Thank you for your 
generosity and staying connected to our 
community of faith.  

Celebrate our bicentennial by being the 200th person to download 
our new app!   Just search for First St. Charles UMC in your favorite 
app store.  
 

The app is the best place to stay connected through worship, 
devotionals, giving, and even messaging with your small group. 

A New App for 

http://firststcharlesumc.org

