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Spiritual Reminders 

Do you remember how you felt when you were 
little and spilled a glass of milk?  I felt that way 
yesterday when I spilled a full-to-the-brim glass 
of Dr. Pepper on my desk while working. . . . 
pretty much the whole glass, ice-cubes and all!  
Fortunately, none of my sermon notes got hit; 
neither did any of the electronic devices, or 
books, or file folders.  The one thing that was 
absolutely ruined—drenched really, was a little 
calendar that an insurance agent sends me 
free every year.  I like it because it’s not big, but 
it allows me to see the whole month at a 
glance, and to flip months faster than I can look 
up a date on my phone.  Now it sits, still 
soaked, in my trash and I’m grieving its loss. 
 

I’m wondering if that isn’t really a metaphor for 
this whole last year?  Has it occurred to you 
that it was a year ago this week that Covid 
began shutting things down?  It was a year ago 
this weekend that our Leadership Board made 
that big decision to stop in-person worship.  It 
was a year ago that we were all scrambling to 
find masks, and sanitizer, and toilet paper.  It 
was a year ago, this coming Monday that we 
met as a staff and quickly pivoted to online 

worship, and devotionals, and strategies for 
staying connected.  I’m proud of our staff and 
I’m proud of how our church has survived and 
thrived in this past year.  But, the year hasn’t 
been at all like any of us might have planned.  
Those plans and the calendar with those plans 
got trashed by something much more serious 
than a spilled drink. 
 

Now I find that I’m once again making plans.  
I’m thinking about our church and how we can 
best be church in the year ahead.  I’m thinking 
about what it might look like and when it might 
be the right time to add a second worship 
service.  I’m thinking about the ministry teams 
we need to continue, the ministry teams we 
need to no longer have, and the ministry teams 
we will need to re-invent from scratch.  I’m 
thinking about our mission that hasn’t changed 
and a vision for the future that has no choice 
but to change.  I find myself thinking and over-
thinking about such things constantly; even 
waking in the middle of the night with ideas and 
worry. 
 

And, still, my ruined calendar sits in the trash 
next to me.  Do you think that maybe I ought to 
fish it out and keep it as a spiritual reminder of 
what I needn’t do this next year—over-focus on 
my own plans? 
 

What spiritual reminders do you need? 
 

Blessings Always, 
Pastor Bart 
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Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 
Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Kate Hanch 
Rev. Keith Janis 
Margaret Love 

Jack McCormick 
Carolie Owens 

Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard 

Karla Curry 
Erica Coyne 
Patti Adams 

Kerri Johnson 
Jim Nichols 

Stacey Davis 
Pat Williams 
Jenny LeGoff 

March 28—Palm Sunday 
April 1—Maundy Thursday 

Worship 
April 2—Good Friday Worship 
April 4—Easter Sunday 
June 28-July 2—Summer 

Day Camp 
July 26-July 30—Vacation 

Bible School 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the March 24, 2021, Spire are 
due in the church office by March 17 
, 2021. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Ernie Rich, father of Daren 

(Beccah) Rich and 

grandfather to DC Rich. 

Gary Farley, on March 2, 

2021, father of Jill (Mike) 

Speca and grandfather of 
Madison and Dominic Speca.   

Our deepest sympathies are extended 
to the family and friends of those who 

have recently passed away: 

 

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP 

APRIL 2 at 7:00 p.m. 

IN-PERSON and  

LIVE STREAM 

 
Join us in-person or  

live stream for  

Good Friday worship on 

April 2 at 7:00pm. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

WORSHIP APRIL 1  

at 7:00 p.m. 

IN-PERSON and  

LIVE STREAM 
 

Join us in-person or  

live stream for  

Maundy Thursday worship 

on April 2 at 7:00pm. 
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Celebrate Palm Sunday with us on Sunday, March 28th.  You can join us at the in-person or 

live stream worship services at 9:00 or 11:00 a.m.  The on-demand worship service will 

premier at 8:00 a.m.  Social distancing and face masks are required at the in-person 

services.   
 

If you plan to worship in-person, please let us know so we can ensure that we can safely 

social distance.  To register your intention to attend in-person, please visit the church 

website, firststcharlesumc.org, click on the menu EASTER, scroll down, and click on the YES, I 

PLAN TO ATTEND PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP button. 

Celebrate the risen Lord with us on Easter Sunday, April 4th. You can join us at the in-person 

or live stream worship services at 9:00 or 11:00 a.m.  The on-demand worship service will 

premier at 8:00 a.m.  Social distancing and face masks are required at the in-person 

services.   
 

If you plan to worship in-person, please let us know so we can ensure that we can safely 

social distance.  To register your intention to attend in-person, please visit the church 

website, firststcharlesumc.org, click on the menu EASTER, scroll down, and click on the YES, I 

PLAN TO ATTEND EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP button. 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
http://firststcharlesumc.org
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Invitation to Discipleship:  Lent in a Bag 
 

First, what is Lent?  Lent is the 40 days—not including Sundays—from Ash 
Wednesday to the Saturday before Easter.  It's a time of preparation and an 
opportunity to go deeper with God as we prepare for Easter Sunday.  This 
year Lent is from Wednesday, February 17, through Saturday, April 3. 
 

You are invited to download Lent in a Bag as a devotional aid as you concentrate on your preparations 
for Easter Sunday.  To download your copy, please visit the church website, firststcharlesumc.org, 
scroll down on the HOME page and click on the Download your Lent in a Bag button. 
 

This "bag" contains six small items to be used as symbols to focus individual, family or group 
meditations and conversations during the season of Lent.  In addition to the six symbolic items in the 
bag, the PDF download includes:  

• our Lenten liturgy 
• spiritual practices for Lent 

• a coloring sheet you can use during Lenten worship. 
 

Finally, please consider sharing Lent in a Bag by forwarding it to your family and friends. 

A Compassionate, Loving Church Is Unafraid of a New “Normal” 
 

A year ago was our last "normal" week at our church. It was daylight savings Sunday, 

and our youth group decided to scrap our lesson and enjoy the unseasonably warm day by 

playing games outside. It was the best decision we made. We got to hang out together and be 

silly. It was the last time we held hands praying. 
 

I've been so proud of our church and the way we've stayed connected in this season. 

I'm amazed that even though people's lives have been upended, they've chosen to worship, 

serve, and learn together--even if apart.  
 

I'm also proud of our students. They have faced honestly the difficulties of this year, and 

have had compassion for themselves, for one another, and me. Several of them have led us 

through their video devotionals or as liturgists.  
 

I've said elsewhere that ministry in this season looks like throwing things at a wall and 

hoping that they stick. And they often don't, and sometimes things that have stuck no longer 

stick. But the essentials are the same--loving God, loving the people I am blessed to serve. 
 

"Normal", even after the pandemic, will look different, and that's ok. I'm grateful to serve 

a church that is not afraid of a new "normal" and is willing to trust the Spirit. Will you join me to 

discern how the Spirit is moving among our church in new ways? 
 

God bless, 

Pastor Kate 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
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2021 Summer Day Camp  
June 28 — July 2 

 
 
 

The 2021 Summer Day Camp will be  
five full days of exciting activities, adventures, and learning about God at First St. Charles UMC.  
The camp is open to children who have completed kindergarten through 5th grade during 2021.   

 

To register a child camper, please visit the church website, firststcharlesumc.org, click on the 
CALENDAR menu then click on the EVENTS menu.  

Click on the Summer Camp image, then click on Register a Child—K thru 5th grade. 
 

Youths aged 13 - 18 years old are invited to participate in the Summer Day Camp.   
Adults are also invited to volunteer as shepherds.  Registration for youths and adults will be soon. 

 

Over the last 12 months, food insecurity more than doubled in the world.  One of the agencies receiving 
monthly food donations from First St. Charles is the OASIS Food Pantry.  The Pantry is located close to 
the church on Boone’s Lick Road.   
 

OASIS is looking for a team of people—about a dozen—to potentially be an opening team at the 
Pantry. An opening team serves clients by interviewing them to determine their food needs, selecting 
items for them from the supplies, putting those items in a shopping bag, a shopping cart and eventually 
into the car of the client.   
 

Scott and Lynn White, members of First St. Charles, are interested in guiding a team of servants to fill 
the needed opening team of people.  This commitment would be for one day a month, likely either a 
Thursday morning or a Thursday evening.  If you are interested or would like more information, please 
email Scott White at rsw169@gmail.com.   
 

Please note that COVID protocols are in place and masks are worn. Sanitizer and gloves are provided. 

An Update on First St. Charles UMC 
 

• In-person worship has resumed.  Please join us for the 9:00 a.m. worship service 
every Sunday in the sanctuary. 

 

• The administrative staff are working in the office during regular office hours, Monday 
to Friday.  Our pastors and other staff continue to work primarily from home.  Please 
contact us at contact@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-947-0066 if you need to meet with 
a pastor or a staff member. 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
mailto:contact@firststcharlesumc.org
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One of the best and most interesting ways we can celebrate our 200th Birthday is by collecting and 
displaying items of bicentennial interest.  We need your help finding, collecting, and identifying 
items of interest to our congregation and to the whole community.  Items of bicentennial interest 
would include, but not be limited to, photographs, books, church publications, documents, etc. 
 

We ask that you provide as much information 
as possible identifying and describing the 
items you locate.  Having the names of the 
participants, the date, the circumstances 
surrounding the item will be extremely helpful 
as we create the bicentennial displays. 
 

The bicentennial collection will be displayed 
either physically or using multimedia at the 
church or through the First St. Charles UMC 
website and other social media.  The items 
collected will be temporarily donated to the Bicentennial Committee.  All items will be returned to 
the owners because there are no plans to establish a permanent collection or display of the 
bicentennial items.   
 

Please carefully mark each item donated with the owner’s name and contact information to 
facilitate its return.  Please donate your items by mailing them to the church or dropping them off at 
the church office. 

yearbooks 
artwork 

Bicentennial History 1821-2021 
by Valerie Battle Kienzle 

 

We are grateful for the time, effort, and dedication that  
local historian and church member, Valerie Battle Kienzle,  

has dedicated to researching and recording the history of  
First St. Charles UMC.  

 

To download the full history book, please visit the church website, 
firststcharlesumc.org,  

scroll down on the HOME page, click on the  
Download the Bicentennial History Book button. 

 

If you would like to receive a printed version, please contact the church office.   
One complimentary printed copy is available per family.  

  

http://firststcharlesumc.org
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Food Pantry Wednesdays — 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
 

Our ministry partners at FISH Food Pantry and our Backpack Ministry Team, 
and Oasis Food Pantry continue to offer food assistance   
 

If you are already going out on Wednesdays between 8:00 and 11:00 a.m., 
please consider dropping off the requested items in the food pantry carts in our church parking lot. 
 

We also have a team ready to pick up items from your front porch on Tuesday afternoons.  To 
schedule a pick-up, please call or text 512-680-6779 with your name and home address. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Kathy Avery at 636-541-0895. 
 

Requested items 

 Entrees, meat, and pasta 
canned chili canned pasta canned meat 
hamburger helper tuna helper canned soup, any kind 
mac & cheese, individual servings ramen noodles 
 

 Side dishes, fruit, and vegetables 
boxed side dishes—potatoes, pasta, rice canned vegetables canned tomatoes 
applesauce, individual servings applesauce, plastic jars canned fruit 
fruit cups, individual servings jelly (no glass, please) 
 

 Snacks, crackers, cereal, and cookies 
saltines graham crackers animal crackers 
granola bars cereal bars snack-sized raisin boxes 
peanut butter cracker sandwiches cheese cracker sandwiches pudding snacks 
oatmeal, individual packs in boxes small size boxes of cereal cookies, individual packs 
juice boxes (no Capri Sun, please) 
 

 Personal hygiene, soap, and lotion 
children’s toothbrushes children’s toothpaste body lotion 
dish soap men’s deodorant women’s deodorant 
feminine hygiene products 
 

 Thank you for your continued generosity! 
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Options to Attend Worship Services 
 

There are many ways to worship at First St. Charles! 
 

• In-person worship is one worship service at 9 a.m. on 
Sundays in the sanctuary. Communion will be served 
each Sunday. 

 

• Worship on-demand is available at your convenience 
on the church’s website, firststcharlesumc.org. 

 

• Live stream in-person worship is available on Sundays 
at 9 a.m. This option allows the worshiper to participate 
in communion. 

 

• Audio worship is available by calling 636-947-0067. 
 

We look forward to worshiping with you! 

WAYS TO GIVE 
 

Through your generosity, ministries of 
First St. Charles are able to continue 
during this time of uncertainty. Your 
generosity also allows us to stay 
connected online through online worship, 
daily devotionals, small groups and other 
online ministries.  
 

There are four ways that you can give—
online, in-person at the 9:00 a.m. 
worship service on Sunday mornings, 
mail your gift to the church office, or text 
636-255-8819 to give. Thank you for your 
generosity and staying connected to our 
community of faith.  

Celebrate our bicentennial by being the 200th person to download 
our new app!   Just search for First St. Charles UMC in your favorite 
app store.  
 

The app is the best place to stay connected through worship, 
devotionals, giving, and even messaging with your small group. 

A New App for 

http://firststcharlesumc.org

