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Inspections and Audits 

 

 Once a year our church is required to do an 

inspection on the parsonage, the house that 

the church provides as a place for my wife and 

me to live.  Every year we walk through the 

house with a couple of members from the 

Leadership Board, going room by room to 

make sure that we haven’t done any damage 

(ask me some time and I’ll tell you horror stories 

of pastors who have trashed their homes and 

churches that looked the other way!).  We look, 

too, to see what upgrades or repair is needed 

for normal wear-and-tear.  And, we look to 

make sure that our parsonage meets our 

Conference’s standards.   

 

 This past week, we had the parsonage 

inspection.  I spent all of Saturday dusting and 

vacuuming and mopping floors.  It’s work that I 

don’t particularly enjoy, but it’s necessary.  

And, I’m pleased to report, the parsonage 

passed with flying colors!   

 

 Also, every year, the church is required to 

do an audit of our financial records.  It’s 

happening as we speak.  (Once upon a time, I 

pastored a church where I discovered major-

league financial “irregularities.”)  Church 

members deserve to know that every last dime 

is being handled with integrity, that there is 

transparency, and that there is accountability 

at every stage of how we handle the gifts that 

are so generously given.  Count me an 

evangelist for the highest of financial 

standards.  I’m pleased to report that this 

church has never failed an audit.  I have every 

reason expect to be able to report the same 

this year.  

 

 Inspections and audits. . . this is the 

discipline of Lent.  The most important 

inspection and auditing is that of our spiritual 

lives.  I have an idea that the work cleaning 

that I did this past Saturday, and the work that 

is being done by our auditor are much easier 

than the interior work of our spiritual lives.   

 

And (speaking only for myself), I have an idea 

that I will find much more that is wrong in my 

life than either the auditor or inspectors ever 

could! 

 

Lenten blessings as you do your own spiritual 

work, 

 

Bart 
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Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 
Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Kate Hanch 
Rev. Keith Janis 
Margaret Love 

Jack McCormick 
Carolie Owens 

Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard 

Karla Curry 
Erica Coyne 
Patti Adams 

Kerri Johnson 
Jim Nichols 

Stacey Davis 
Pat Williams 
Jenny LeGoff 

March 3—The 7-week online 
Zoom book study of Love 
Is the Way begins  

March 28—Palm Sunday 
April 1—Maundy Thursday 

Worship 
April 2—Good Friday Worship 
April 4—Easter Sunday 
June 28-July 2—Summer 

Day Camp 
July 26-July 30—Vacation 

Bible School 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the March 10, 2021, Spire are 
due in the church office by March 3, 
2021. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

 

Our deepest sympathies are extended 
to the family and friends of those who 

have recently passed away: 

Serving our community for 200 years: 1821-2021 

Invitation to Discipleship: 
Lent in a Bag 

 

First, what is Lent?  Lent is the 40 days—not including 
Sundays—from Ash Wednesday to the Saturday before 
Easter.  It's a time of preparation and an opportunity to go 
deeper with God as we prepare for Easter Sunday.  This 
year Lent is from Wednesday, February 17, through 
Saturday, April 3. 
 

You are invited to download Lent in a Bag as a devotional 
aid as you concentrate on your preparations for Easter 
Sunday.  To download your copy, please visit the church 
website, firststcharlesumc.org, scroll down on the 
HOME page and click on the Download your Lent in a Bag 
button. 
 

This "bag" contains six small items to be used as symbols 
to focus individual, family or group meditations and 
conversations during the season of Lent.  In addition to the 
six symbolic items in the bag, the PDF download includes:  

• our Lenten liturgy 
• spiritual practices for Lent 
• a coloring sheet you can use during Lenten worship. 

 

Finally, please consider sharing Lent in a Bag  
by forwarding it to your family and friends. 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
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MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP 

APRIL 1 at 7:00 p.m. 

IN-PERSON and LIVE STREAM 
 
 
 

Join us in-person or live stream for 

Maundy Thursday worship on 

April 1 at 7:00pm. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP 

APRIL 2 at 7:00 p.m. 

IN-PERSON and LIVE STREAM 
 
 
 

Join us in-person or live stream for  

Good Friday worship on 

April 2 at 7:00pm. 
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Celebrate Palm Sunday with us on Sunday, March 28th.  You can join us in-person where 

social distancing and face masks are required.  The service will also be available for live 

stream worship or on-demand.  If you plan to worship in-person, please let us know so we 

can ensure that we can safely social distance. 
 

To register your intention to attend in-person, please visit the church website, 

firststcharlesumc.org, click on the menu EASTER, scroll down, and  

click on the YES, I PLAN TO ATTEND PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP button. 

Celebrate the risen Lord with us on Easter Sunday, April 4th. You can join us in-person where 

social distancing and face masks are required.  The service will also be available for live 

stream worship or on-demand.  If you plan to worship in-person, please let us know so we 

can ensure that we can safely social distance. 
 

To register your intention to attend in-person, please visit the church website, 

firststcharlesumc.org, click on the menu EASTER, scroll down, and  

click on the YES, I PLAN TO ATTEND EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP button. 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
http://firststcharlesumc.org
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One of the best and most interesting ways we can celebrate our 200th Birthday is by collecting and 
displaying items of bicentennial interest.  We need your help finding, collecting, and identifying 
items of interest to our congregation and to the whole community.  Items of bicentennial interest 
would include, but not be limited to, photographs, books, church publications, documents, etc. 
 

We ask that you provide as much 
information as possible identifying and 
describing the items you locate.  Having 
the names of the participants, the date, 
the circumstances surrounding the item 
will be extremely helpful as we create the 
bicentennial displays. 
 

The bicentennial collection will be 
displayed either physically or using 
multimedia at the church or through the 
First St. Charles UMC website and other 
social media.  The items collected will be temporarily donated to the Bicentennial Committee.  All 
items will be returned to the owners because there are no plans to establish a permanent collection 
or display of the bicentennial items.   
 

Please carefully mark each item donated with the owner’s name and contact information to 
facilitate its return.  Please donate your items by mailing them to the church or dropping them off at 
the church office. 

yearbooks 
artwork 

Bicentennial History  
1821-2021 

by Valerie Battle Kienzle 
 

We are grateful for the time, effort, and dedication that local historian and church member, Valerie 
Battle Kienzle, has dedicated to researching and recording the history of First St. Charles UMC.  
 

To download the full history book, please visit the church website, firststcharlesumc.org, scroll 
down on the HOME page, click on the Download the Bicentennial History Book button. 
 

If you would like to receive a printed version,  
please contact the church office.  

One complimentary printed copy is available per family.  
If you would like additional copies, we ask for a donation 

to help cover publishing costs. 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
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Over the last 12 months, food insecurity more than doubled in the world.  One of the agencies 
receiving monthly food donations from First St. Charles is the OASIS Food Pantry.  The Pantry is 
located close to the church on Boone’s Lick Road.   
 

OASIS is looking for a team of people—about a dozen—to potentially be an opening team at the 
Pantry. An opening team serves clients by interviewing them to determine their food needs, 
selecting items for them from the supplies, putting those items in a shopping bag, a shopping cart 
and eventually into the car of the client.   
 

Scott and Lynn White, members of First St. Charles, are interested in guiding a team of servants to 
fill the needed opening team of people.  This commitment would be for one day a month, likely 
either a Thursday morning or a Thursday evening.  If 
you are interested or would like more information, 
please email Scott White at rsw169@gmail.com.   
 

Please note that COVID protocols are in place and 
masks are worn. Sanitizer and gloves are provided. 

Love Is the Way by Rev. Michael Curry 
 

Seven Week Online Book Study to Begin in March 
 

Carolie Owens, Minister of Music, and Rev. Debby Bartley, Senior Associate 
Pastor, are teaming up once again to co-facilitate an online book study.  You 
are invited to join them as they read Rev. Michael Curry’s recent book, Love 
Is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times.  Rev. Curry is the 
Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church.  And as an aside, if Bishop Curry 
looks familiar but his name isn’t ringing a bell, he shared the homily at the 
wedding of Meghan Markle and Prince Harry. 
 

A quote from Bishop Curry:   
“When God, who is love, becomes our spiritual center of gravity, and love 
our moral compass, we live differently, regardless of what the world 
around us does.  The world changes for the better, one life at a time. … 
Love can help and heal when nothing else can.  Love can lift up and 
liberate when nothing else will.” 

 

Carolie and Debby invite you to join them on a journey of learning and reflecting on faithfully living 
our lives and extending God’s love and grace to all people. 
 

The book study will meet online via Zoom on Wednesday evenings, beginning March 3 at 7:00-
8:00 p.m. for 7 weeks.  The book is available for purchase through your favorite online book source.  
A limited number of books will be available in the church office.   
 

To register for this book study, please visit the church website, firststcharlesumc.org, scroll down 
on the HOME page, click on the picture of Bishop Curry’s book, then click on the Register button. 
 
 

For additional information, please email Rev. Debby at dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org. 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
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Food Pantry Wednesdays — 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
 

Our ministry partners at FISH Food Pantry and our Backpack Ministry Team, 
and Oasis Food Pantry continue to offer food assistance   
 

If you are already going out on Wednesdays between 8:00 and 11:00 a.m., please consider 
dropping off the requested items in the food pantry carts in our church parking lot. 
 

We also have a team ready to pick up items from your front porch on Tuesday afternoons.  To 
schedule a pick-up, please call or text 512-680-6779 with your name and home address. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Kathy Avery at 636-541-0895. 
 

Requested items:   
canned yams and pumpkins canned chili hamburger or tuna helper  

saltines, graham or animal crackers canned soup, any kind canned vegetables 

canned fruit jelly juice boxes—no Capri Sun, please 
fruit cups individual applesauce snack-sized raisin boxes 

pudding snacks canned meat Spaghetti O’s 

individual mac & cheese granola or cereal bars cheese cracker sandwiches 

peanut butter cracker sandwiches small size boxes of cereal cookies—individual packs 

Ramen noodles men’s & women’s deodorant personal flushable wipes 

children’s toothpaste children’s toothbrushes dish soap 

body lotion feminine hygiene products 

 oatmeal—individual size packets in boxes boxed side dishes—potato, pasta, rice 
 

 Thank you for your continued generosity! 

 
 

2021 Summer Day 
Camp  

June 28 — July 2 
 
 

 

The 2021 Summer Day Camp will be five full days of exciting activities, adventures, and 
learning about God at First St. Charles UMC.   

The camp is open to children who have completed  
kindergarten through 5th grade during 2021.   

 
 

To register a child camper, please visit the church website, firststcharlesumc.org, click on 
the CALENDAR menu then click on the EVENTS menu.  

Click on the Summer Camp image, then click on Register a Child—K thru 5th grade. 
 
 

Youths aged 13 - 18 years old are invited to participate in the Summer Day Camp.   
Adults are also invited to volunteer as shepherds.   

Registration for youths and adults will be coming soon. 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
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Options to Attend Worship Services 
 

There are many ways to worship at First St. Charles! 
 

• In-person worship is one worship service at 9 a.m. on 
Sundays in the sanctuary. Communion will be served 
each Sunday. 

 

• Worship on-demand is available at your convenience 
on the church’s website, firststcharlesumc.org. 

 

• Live stream in-person worship is available on Sundays 
at 9 a.m. This option allows the worshiper to participate 
in communion. 

 

• Audio worship is available by calling 636-947-0067. 
 

We look forward to worshiping with you! 

WAYS TO GIVE 
 

Through your generosity, ministries of 
First St. Charles are able to continue 
during this time of uncertainty. Your 
generosity also allows us to stay 
connected online through online worship, 
daily devotionals, small groups and other 
online ministries.  
 

There are four ways that you can give—
online, in-person at the 9:00 a.m. 
worship service on Sunday mornings, 
mail your gift to the church office, or text 
636-255-8819 to give. Thank you for your 
generosity and staying connected to our 
community of faith.  

Celebrate our bicentennial by being the 200th person to download 
our new app!   Just search for First St. Charles UMC in your favorite 
app store.  
 

The app is the best place to stay connected through worship, 
devotionals, giving, and even messaging with your small group. 

A New App for 

http://firststcharlesumc.org

