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Did you know that we are 

now in the season of 

Epiphany?  The actual 

observance of Epiphany 

begins on that day when 

Christians the world-over 

celebrate: 1) the arrival of 

the wise men, 2) the 

coming of light into the 

world, and 3) the light being given to all people.  

What happened in Washington, DC last week was 

on that very day—the start of the celebration of 

Epiphany! 

 

Perhaps you find yourself not celebrating, but 

struggling to process it all; perhaps you’re even 

struggling to find the light of Christ right now?  In the 

midst of our struggle, we CAN know one thing—that 

God IS with us!   

 

The words of the following prayer come from our 

Senior Pastor, Dr. Bart Hildreth.  Rev. Debby Bartley 

shared the prayer during worship last Sunday 

(January 10th)—Dr. Bart’s words, Rev. Debby’s voice, 

their hearts, in one Spirit.   

 

God of light and love whose wisdom isn’t given to 

just one nation or race, we join today in that 

caravan of sojourners who still come seeking you; 

who follow those glimmers of light in the darkness 

that cannot and will not be extinguished.  We find 

you, not in the paranoid places of power, but in a 

manger, in a child, in the vulnerable and lowly:  “O 

holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend [once more] to 

us, we pray, Cast out our sin and enter in. . .”    

Enter our nation as we seek to come to grips 

with the events of this past week.  There has 

been so much to process, so much to get 

our heads and hearts around, to understand 

even a portion of all that has happened.   

Enter the divisions that have led us to distrust.  

Our neighbors, our friends, and even we 

have found ourselves with hardened 

feelings, entrenched perspectives, and 

hearts turned against those we are called to 

love.   

Enter the places where fear has driven us to 

violence and vengeance.  “Cure thy 

children's warring madness, bend our pride 

to thy control.”   

Enter the hubris that has deceived us into 

believing once more that politics alone can 

deliver salvation or that we can make things 

better solely by taking matters into our own 

hands.  

Into YOUR hands we commit our government and 

its leaders, asking that your wisdom would guide 

them more than their own ambitions, and that your 

light would blind them to any cause that isn’t just or 

that doesn’t lift up the least among us.   

Into YOUR hands we also commit ourselves, asking 

for your grace and light in our lives.  Give us ever-

greater empathy and compassion and, when we 

falter, grant that we might at least be civil.  Help us 

to know when to speak and when to remain silent 

and the wisdom to know the difference.  Dispel the 

darkness outside and inside of us with your ever-

faithful, searing light. 

And, having beheld that light, we ask that we, like 

those Magi of old, might return by a new and 

different way; a way that leads to peace and 

justice, reconciliation and unity.  “O come to us, 

abide with us Our Lord Emmanuel.” 

 

Amen. 
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Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 
Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Kate Hanch 
Rev. Keith Janis 

Margaret Love Jack McCormick 
Carolie Owens Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard Karla Curry 
Erica Coyne Patti Adams 
Kerri Johnson  Jim Nichols 
Stacey Davis Pat Williams 
Jenny LeGoff 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the January 27, 2021, Spire 
are due in the church office by January 
20, 2021. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Stephen Lenz, who passed away on 
December 12, was friend and 
companion of Roemell Wood. 

Marilyn Williams, who passed away 
on December 13, was the wife of Bill 
Williams. 

Brad Grayson, who passed away on 
December 18, was the brother of 
Tom (Jane) Grayson. 

Helen Thomas passed away on 
December 19. 

Jason Meyer, who passed away on 
December 22, was the son of Greg 
and Laura Meyer, brother of Joseph 
Meyer and grandson of Al and 
Sharon Mercer. 

Bill Mack, who passed away on 
December 23, was the brother of 
Paul (Debbie) Mack and uncle of 
Kelley (Jerred) Stewart, 
Kimberly (Justin) Wright and Jeff 
Mack. 

Virginia Claxton, who passed away 
on December 28, was the mother of 
Donna (Doug) Kinslow, Kathie 
Kiethline, Charles (Jean) Claxton, 
grandmother of Becky (Shawn) 
Marvin, and great-grandmother of 
Katie, Connor and Abby Marvin. 

Connie Deweese, who passed away 
on December 29, was the wife of 
Ray Deweese. 

Rosemary Pollard passed away on 
December 29. 

Our deepest sympathies are extended 
to the family and friends of those who 

have recently passed away: 

Serving our community for 200 years: 1821-2021 

Vacation Bible School 2021 
 

VBS at First St. Charles UMC 

will be held July 26 through July 30, 2021. 

Stay tuned for more information. 

Blood Drive: 
Thursday, January 21, 2021,  
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

As the pandemic wears on beyond the holiday season, 
blood drives and blood donations remain essential to the 
health of our communities. The American Red Cross 
currently has a critical need for blood. 
 

We recognize that safety is a priority for everyone and 
want to emphasize that each American Red Cross blood 
drive and donation center follows the highest standards of 
safety and infection control. 
 

Our blood drive now has a unique opportunity to help 
patients fighting COVID-19! All blood donations collected 
will be tested for COVID-19 antibodies. If a blood donation 
tests positive for COVID-19 antibodies, plasma from that 
donation may now help coronavirus patients in need of 
convalescent plasma transfusions. 
 

Registration is necessary to donate blood.  To register, 
please visit https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/
drive-results?zipSponsor=FirstStCharles that leads to 
the Red Cross appointment site.  
 

On the Red Cross site, click on the SEE TIMES button for 
Thursday, January 21, 2021, then click on your desired 
donation type [either Blood or Power Red] for your desired 
time.  This will led to a Sign In or Create an Account page 
where you can confirm your appointment. 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=FirstStCharles
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=FirstStCharles
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First Faith & Family Fellowship 
Movie Matinees on Sundays, 

Sunday, January 17 @ 4:00 p.m. 
 
Banish the January blues with a movie matinee in January! Everyone is welcome 
to watch a movie in the Multipurpose Room on Sundays January 17 and January 
24, starting at 4:00 p.m. The movies will connect with sermon themes in January. 
We'll have a brief conversation related to the movie and our faith.  

 
 

 Popcorn will be provided! 
 
 

Bring blankets, funny slippers, and cozy up as we 
watch a movie. All movies are child-friendly, and 
there will be some activities for children as they 
watch it. 
 

Registration is suggested so we can practice social distancing, and so we can have 
enough popcorn. To register, please visit the church website, 
firststcharles.umc.org, scroll down on the HOME page, click on the image of the 
box of popcorn, then click on the Register button. 

Celebrate our bicentennial by being the 200th person to download our new app!  
Just search for First St. Charles UMC in your favorite app store.  

The app is the best place to stay connected through  
worship, devotionals, giving, and even messaging with your small group. 

A New App for 

 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
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2021 Summer Day Camp — June 28 through July 2 
 

The 2021 Summer Day Camp will be five full days of  
exciting activities, adventures, and learning about God at First St. Charles UMC.   

 

The camp is open to children who have completed kindergarten through 5th grade during 2021.   
 

An early bird registration discount of $25  
will be available through February 1.   

After the first of February, the cost of Summer Day Camp will be $125.   
 

To register a child camper, please visit the church website, firststcharles.umc.org,  
scroll down on the HOME page, click on the Summer Camp image,  

then click on the Register button. 
 

Youths aged 13 - 18 years old are invited to participate in the Summer Day Camp. 
Adults are also invited to volunteer as shepherds. 

Registration for youths and adults will be coming soon. 

 

Youth Mission Trip — June 20-June 25, 2021 
 
Our Youth Mission Trip this year will be to Indianapolis, Indiana. All 
youth who have completed grades 6-12 are invited to participate. We 
are participating through YouthWorks. In Indianapolis, YouthWorks 
partners with organizations working to alleviate the immediate 
impacts of poverty.  
 
Much of our work will focus on issues of hunger and homelessness 
as you support those who work on the front lines of these service 
organizations. In the evenings, our group will have the opportunity to 
explore downtown Indianapolis. On Friday, we'll have a fun activity 
before heading back to First St. Charles.  
 
The cost is $275, which includes all meals and activities. A $75 deposit is needed by March 1, 2021. 
Scholarships are available.  
 
Both the church and YouthWorks will be following special COVID-19 protocol to keep everyone 
safe. We will be wearing masks as we travel and practice social distancing on site. For more 
information on health procedures, please visit the website https://youthworks.com/covid-
proofing-trips/. 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
https://youthworks.com/covid-proofing-trips/
https://youthworks.com/covid-proofing-trips/
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Options to Attend Worship Services 
 

There are many ways to worship at First St. Charles! 
 

• In-person worship is one worship service at 9 a.m. on 
Sundays in the sanctuary. Communion will be served 
each Sunday. 

 

• Worship on-demand is available at your convenience 
on the church’s website, firststcharlesumc.org. 

 

• Live stream in-person worship is available on Sundays 
at 9 a.m. This option allows the worshiper to participate 
in communion. 

 

• Audio worship is available by calling 636-947-0067. 
 

We look forward to worshiping with you! 

WAYS TO GIVE 
 

Through your generosity, ministries of 
First St. Charles are able to continue 
during this time of uncertainty. Your 
generosity also allows us to stay 
connected online through online worship, 
daily devotionals, small groups and other 
online ministries.  
 

There are four ways that you can give—
online, in-person at the 9:00 a.m. 
worship service on Sunday mornings, 
mail your gift to the church office, or text 
636-255-8819 to give. Thank you for your 
generosity and staying connected to our 
community of faith.  

 
 UMW News 
 
 
 

 

New United Methodist Women program books are available for 2020-
2021.  This year’s two program books were purchased to be shared 
among the UMW circles.  The books are available on the UMW shelf in 
the church library for your use.  Please remember to return what you 
borrow to the library when your program is over so that other circles may 
also use it.  One 2021 prayer calendar is also available for review. 
 

The UMW Reading program is a cherished tradition that brings members 
together in mission as they explore, share and discuss the books.  Each 
year, the UMW prepares a list of books for the reading program.  This 
year’s program can include books from the 2017 through 2021-2022 
reading lists.  To participate, select one of four plans and start reading!  
From captivating novels and heartfelt biographies to urgent messages 
about issues such as climate change and mass incarceration, there’s 
something for everyone.  Some of the books are available for checkout 
from the UMW shelf in our church library.  Many are available at public 
libraries.   
 

For more information on the UMW Reading program visit 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogramcatalog2021.pdf or 
contact Debbie Mack at 636-928-6225. 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogramcatalog2021.pdf
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An Update on First St. Charles UMC 
 

• In-person worship has resumed.  Please join us for the 9:00 a.m. worship service 
every Sunday in the sanctuary. 

 

• The administrative staff are working in the office during regular office hours, Monday 
to Friday.  Our pastors and other staff continue to work primarily from home.  Please 
contact us at contact@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-947-0066 if you need to meet with 
a pastor or a staff member. 

 
 
 
 

 

Food Pantry Wednesdays — 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
 

Our ministry partners at FISH Food Pantry and our Backpack Ministry Team, 
and Oasis Food Pantry continue to offer food assistance   
 

If you are already going out on Wednesdays between 8:00 and 11:00 a.m., please consider 
dropping off the requested items in the food pantry carts in our church parking lot. 
 

We also have a team ready to pick up items from your front porch on Tuesday afternoons.  To 
schedule a pick-up, please call or text 512-680-6779 with your name and home address. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Kathy Avery at 636-541-0895. 
 

Requested items:   
canned yams and pumpkins canned chili hamburger or tuna helper  

saltines, graham or animal crackers canned soup, any kind canned vegetables 

canned fruit jelly juice boxes—no Capri Sun, please 
fruit cups individual applesauce snack-sized raisin boxes 

pudding snacks canned meat Spaghetti O’s 

individual mac & cheese granola or cereal bars cheese cracker sandwiches 

peanut butter cracker sandwiches small size boxes of cereal cookies—individual packs 

Ramen noodles men’s & women’s deodorant personal flushable wipes 

children’s toothpaste children’s toothbrushes dish soap 

body lotion feminine hygiene products 

 oatmeal—individual size packets in boxes boxed side dishes—potato, pasta, rice 
 

 Thank you for your continued generosity! 

mailto:contact@firststcharlesumc.org

