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Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 
Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Kate Hanch 
Rev. Keith Janis 

Margaret Love Jack McCormick 
Carolie Owens Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard Karla Curry 
Erica Coyne Patti Adams 
Kerri Johnson  Jim Nichols 
Stacey Davis Pat Williams 
Jenny LeGoff 

December 11—First Faith and 
Family Fellowship—Christmas 
Celebration 

December 20—Blue Christmas 
Worship Service 

December 24—Christmas Eve 
Worship Services 

December 27—Mission Christmas 
Giving Tree donation ends 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the January 13, 2021, Spire 
are due in the church office by January 6, 
2021. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Al Griese, who passed away on 
November 26, and Helen Griese, on 
December 4. 

Michael Abell, who passed away late in 
November, was the husband of Vicky 
Abell, the father of Lacey (Thomas) 
Gulyas, and the grandfather of Victoria 
Gulyas. 

Eleanor Wulff, who passed away on 
November 29, was the mother of Eric 
(Denise) Wulff and the grandmother of 
Paige Wulff. 

Mary Enloe, who passed away on 
December 3, was the sister of Ron 
(Billy) Collier; aunt of Kelly (Aric) 
Stoutenborough; the great-aunt of 
Julia (John) Schaeffer, Amber, and 
Megan Stoutenborough; and great-
great-aunt of Joshua Schaeffer. 

Our deepest sympathies are extended 
to the family and friends of those who 

have recently passed away: 

This is the last Spire for 2020. 

The first issue in 2021  

will be published on January 13. 

In-Person Christmas Eve Worship Services 
Signup 

 

Please register for Christmas Eve in-person worship.  In 
support of social distancing guidelines, Christmas Eve church 
building capacity will be limited to 85.  Once the capacity has 
been reached, simulcast worship will be provided in the 
atrium and MPR. 
 

• Worshipers, volunteers, staff and pastors are required to 
wear face masks while in the church building. 

• Entry into and exit from the building will be guided in 
support of social distancing. 

• Individuals at high risk for illness or serious complications 
are encouraged to worship online. 

• Individuals experiencing symptoms or signs of illness 
should not attend in-person worship. 

 

Please declare your intention to attend for each person 
attending.  To register, visit the church website, 
firststcharles.umc.org, click on the CHRISTMAS menu, then 
click on the submenu CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP.  Scroll 
down to the registration entry fields.  

http://firststcharlesumc.org
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Blue Christmas Worship Service 

Sunday, December 20, 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
 

During the holidays, especially, memories of past 

experiences and the pain of present reality can 

become overwhelming. Our Blue Christmas Service 

provides a time when we can, in company with others, 

acknowledge the sadness we feel at Christmas time. 

Join us in the Sanctuary for a time of reflection, 

remembrance, prayers and communion. 
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REDISCOVERING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRISTMAS 
 

This Advent season, you are invited to join a four-week study and learn the 
meaning behind the names of Christ and the difference He makes in our lives 
this Christmas.  
 

In Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas, Rev. Adam 
Hamilton examines the names of Christ used by the gospel writers, exploring 
the historical and personal significance of his birth. In the face of uncertainty 
and conflict, Christians reclaim the Christ child who brings us together, heals 
our hearts, and calls us to bring light into the darkness. Now more than ever, 
we invite you to reflect upon the significance of the Christ child for our lives 
and world today!  
 

Small groups will meet online and in-person at church. For additional information about when the 
groups are meeting and to register, visit the church website, firststcharles.umc.org, scroll down 
on the Home page, click on the image for the book, then click on the Information/Registration 
button. 

UMW News 
 

New United Methodist Women program books are available for 2020-2021.  This year’s two 
program books were purchased to be shared among the UMW circles.  The books are available on 
the UMW shelf in the church library for your use.  Please remember to return what you borrow to 
the library when your program is over so that other circles may also use it.  One 2021 prayer 
calendar is also available for review. 
 

The UMW Reading program is a cherished tradition that brings members together in mission as 
they explore, share and discuss the books.  Each year, the UMW prepares a list of books for the 
reading program.  This year’s program can include books from the 2017 through 2021-2022 reading 
lists.  To participate, select one of four plans and start reading!  From captivating novels and 
heartfelt biographies to urgent messages about issues such as climate change and mass 
incarceration, there’s something for everyone.  Some of the books are available for checkout from 
the UMW shelf in our church library.  Many are available at public libraries.   
 

For more information on the UMW Reading program visit www.unitedmethodist women.org/
readingprogramcatalog2021.pdf or contact Debbie Mack at 636-928-6225. 

Thank You, UMW Ladies:  Although most of our circles haven't met since 

March, the women of First St Charles UMW still managed to participate in 

the ministries of the church with their generosity.  Along with meeting our 

2020 goal with our Mission pledges, our ladies donated to our Virtual Cookie Walk to make 

it a big success, as well as bought out our inventory of coffee and candy bars.  Well done, 

ladies.  Priscilla Pope 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
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Christmas will be here soon and we are already 

planning for our annual Christmas gifts for our 

Monroe and Lincoln Backpack students. We will 

be needing child-size gloves, winter hats and 

Christmas candy for their stockings.  
 

This year we are adding a winter coat drive. We 

are looking for gently used or new coats with the 

emphasis on larger sizes. Some children wear 

adult size small or medium coats. 
 

There is a drop off area in the atrium for your 

donations. Let’s make this a special 

Christmas for these great kids! 

Host a Worship Watch Party with Your Friends & Family 
 

You can worship with First St. Charles by hosting a Worship Watch Party on Facebook! 
Hosting a Worship Watch Party allows you to worship where you are with your friends and 
family.  
 

Simply login to your Facebook account, create a post, click on Add Watch Party, and then 
search for First St. Charles UMC. You can then choose which video to watch during your 
Worship Watch Party and invite your friends and family on Facebook to worship with you!  
 

For a video tutorial and additional instructions on how to host a Facebook Watch Party, visit the church 
website, firststcharles.umc.org, click on the ONLINE WORSHIP menu, then click on the submenu Watch 
Party. 

2020 Mission Christmas Giving Tree — Gloves, Mittens & Hats 
 

Continuing our long-standing tradition of supporting our partner ministries, we are collecting 
winter gloves or mittens and hats. Your donations will be given to our Backpack Ministry, as 
well as taken to Lincoln Elementary for sharing all winter.  
 

The guidance counselor at Lincoln Elementary said she gave away a lot of gloves and hats 
last year, and she is excited we are collecting more.  
 

There will be two ways you can donate.  

• You can place your donations under the Christmas Giving Tree located in the Atrium.  

• To make a monetary donation online, please visit the church website, firststcharles.umc.org, scroll 
down on the Home page, click on the image for the 2020 Mission Christmas Tree, then click on 
the To Donate Online button. 

 

Then we will purchase gloves and hats to add to the donations under the Christmas Giving Tree.  
 

Whether donating in-person or online, please make your donation by Sunday, December 27th.  

 

Update on the  
Collections for  

Lincoln and Monroe Backpack 
Children 

 

We are continuing to collect for our 
Christmas Stockings for the  

Lincoln and Monroe Backpack children. 
 

We still need Christmas candy, 
toothbrushes, hats and gloves.   

 

Please place them in our backpack 
cabinet before December 15.   

 

Thank you for your support. 
 

Check out the original article 

here.   

http://firststcharlesumc.org
http://firststcharlesumc.org
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First Faith and Family Fellowship:  Christmas Celebration 
 

Join us on Friday, December 11, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
This is a contemplative come-and-go event. People will enter the atrium and  

walk toward the gathering space and sanctuary,  
viewing the Christmas decorations in the atrium and the gathering space.  

 

In the sanctuary, people will have the opportunity to sit socially distanced in the pews,  
view the decorated sanctuary,  

and listen to Advent and Christmas music in quiet reflection.  
 

Outside on the front lawn, people will have an opportunity  
to walk the lighted labyrinth with guided prayers.  

Hot chocolate will be provided outside.  Portable fire pits will also be available.  
Masks and social distancing are required.  

 

All ages are welcome.  
 

To register, please visit the church website, firststcharles.umc.org,  
scroll down on the Home page, click on the image for the First Faith & Family event,  

then click on the Register button. 
 

If you haven't had the opportunity to drop off hats and gloves  
for our Christmas mission tree, you can bring them with you.  

The hats and gloves will benefit our partner school, Lincoln Elementary. 

You are invited to walk the labyrinth on the front lawn of the church.  
It is available any time and for as often as you would like to experience it.  

There is an informational booklet posted at the entrance of the labyrinth with details on  
how to use the labyrinth as a tool for meditation and prayer.  

http://firststcharlesumc.org
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An Update on First St. Charles UMC 
 

• In-person worship has resumed.  Please join us for the 9:00 a.m. worship service 
every Sunday in the sanctuary. 

 

• The administrative staff are working in the office during regular office hours, Monday 
to Friday.  Our pastors and other staff continue to work primarily from home.  Please 
contact us at contact@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-947-0066 if you need to meet with 
a pastor or a staff member. 

 

Food Pantry Wednesdays — 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
 

Our ministry partners at FISH Food Pantry and our Backpack Ministry Team, 
and Oasis Food Pantry continue to offer food assistance   
 

If you are already going out on Wednesdays between 8:00 and 11:00 a.m., please consider 
dropping off the requested items in the food pantry carts in our church parking lot. 
 

We also have a team ready to pick up items from your front porch on Tuesday afternoons.  To 
schedule a pick-up, please call or text 512-680-6779 with your name and home address. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Kathy Avery at 636-541-0895. 
 

Requested items:   
canned yams and pumpkins canned chili hamburger or tuna helper  

saltines, graham or animal crackers canned soup, any kind canned vegetables 

canned fruit jelly juice boxes—no Capri Sun, please 
fruit cups individual applesauce snack-sized raisin boxes 

pudding snacks canned meat Spaghetti O’s 

individual mac & cheese granola or cereal bars cheese cracker sandwiches 

peanut butter cracker sandwiches small size boxes of cereal cookies—individual packs 

Ramen noodles men’s & women’s deodorant personal flushable wipes 

children’s toothpaste children’s toothbrushes dish soap 

body lotion feminine hygiene products 

 oatmeal—individual size packets in boxes boxed side dishes—potato, pasta, rice 
 

 Thank you for your continued generosity! 

Thank You From Fish 
 

Thank you so much for your generous contributions throughout the year.  I’d like to tell 
you how much your continued support to the FISH Pantry has meant to our community.   
 

As the service areas in need of our support have expanded, God’s blessings have been there to 
meet those needs. With your help we have been able to step up and meet many of those needs 
that normally we would not have been able to meet.   
 

We at FISH wish you a very Merry Christmas and the most Blessed New Year. 
 

Leslie Niebruegge, FISH Food Pantry 

mailto:contact@firststcharlesumc.org


8 

 

Options to Attend Worship Services 
 

There are many ways to worship at First St. Charles! 
 

• In-person worship is one worship service at 9 a.m. on 
Sundays in the sanctuary. Communion will be served 
each Sunday. 

 

• Worship on-demand is available at your convenience 
on the church’s website, firststcharlesumc.org. 

 

• Live stream in-person worship is available on Sundays 
at 9 a.m. This option allows the worshiper to participate 
in communion. 

 

• Live stream on-demand worship is available on 
Facebook at 11 a.m. on Sundays. 

 

• Audio worship is available by calling 636-947-0067. 
 

We look forward to worshiping with you! 

WAYS TO GIVE 
 

Through your generosity, ministries of 
First St. Charles are able to continue 
during this time of uncertainty. Your 
generosity also allows us to stay 
connected online through online 
worship, daily devotionals, small groups 
and other online ministries.  
 

There are four ways that you can 
give—online, in-person at the 9:00 
a.m. worship service on Sunday 
mornings, mail your gift to the church 
office, or text 636-255-8819 to give. 
Thank you for your generosity and 
staying connected to our community of 
faith.  

PECANS AND HONEY 
 

The Methodist Men are selling pecans and honey for your holiday baking. This year we will 
be taking orders and will arrange delivery beginning in mid-November through December 
31st. The proceeds of the sale will support Vacation Bible School for the children. 
 

To place an order, please go to the church website, firststcharlesumc.org, scroll down on 
the HOME page, click on the Pecans & Honey for Sale image, then click on the To Order Pecans or 
Honey button. 
 

1 lb. bag Pecans  $12 12 oz Honey bear  $6 16 oz Honey jar  $7 45 oz Honey quart  $15 
 

Questions? Please contact Rich Suter at 636-723-0027 or Mike Menefee at 636-441-5399. 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
http://firststcharlesumc.org

