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As I write this note 

to you, I’m aware 

of being right 

between two 

important dates.  

Yesterday would 

have been my 

mom’s 92 

birthday.  She died last year and didn’t make it 

to 92.  She had said for years that she wanted 

to turn 92 because that would have meant she 

had lived longer than her parents and older 

sister.  Sadly, for us, she didn’t make it.  In so 

many ways this year has brought grief for 

people and things we’ve lost, for life that hasn’t 

turned out as we expected or hoped.  As I 

thought about mom yesterday I reminded my 

wife, Beth, that it would have been her 

birthday.  “It’s important,” I said, “that someone 

remember, and name that she mattered to 

us.”  It’s necessary, I think, that we all name our 

losses in this weird and hard year. 

 

But tomorrow is Thanksgiving.  Just as 

important—maybe more so, it’s spiritually 

critical that we name the ways that we feel 

gifted, blessed, grateful.  So, I would say to you 

that I am: 

grateful for the health that I currently have, 

and for the health of my family. 

grateful for the love that I’ve received and 

the opportunity, in turn, to express love. 

grateful for technology that has kept us 

connected. 

grateful for those moments when I’ve felt as 

if I was somehow making a difference 

for someone else. 

grateful for faith and a community of faith 

who have carried me when I was sad,  

lonely, anxious, or afraid. 

grateful for the people of First St. Charles 

UMC.  I am grateful for you, for each of 

you, and the ways that you have 

continued being church. 

grateful for the opportunity to work with the 

best church staff that I’ve ever known. 

grateful for the Lay Persons who lead our 

church in so many healthy ways with 

wisdom, courage and, often, humor. 

grateful for the great music and worship 

and devotionals that pick us all up. 

grateful for all of those persons who’ve 

stretched, learned, grown, and tried 

new things in order to continue the 

mission to which we’ve together been 

called. 

And, grateful that we have another day to 

get up and experience the grace of 

God for us all. 

 

Thank you, thank you, thank you for being the 

finest people I know.  You seldom disappoint, 

and always exceed what could be asked or 

hoped. 

 

On this in-between day, blessings always, 

 

Pastor Bart 
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Rev. Keith Janis 
Margaret Love 
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Carolie Owens 

Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard 

Karla Curry 
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December 6—Happy Birthday 
Jesus Party 

December 11—First Faith and 
Family Fellowship—Christmas 
Celebration 

December 20—Blue Christmas 
Worship Service 

December 24—Christmas Eve 
Worship Services 

December 27—Mission Christmas 
Giving Tree donation ends 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the December 9, 2020, Spire 
are due in the church office by December 
2, 2020. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Forrest Honse, who passed away 
on November 18, was the father of 
Kerri (Bill) Johnson and 
grandfather to Claire and Molly 
Johnson. 

Donnie Bell, who passed away on 
November 21, was the husband of 
Robin Roderick Bell, Gateway 
Central District Superintendent and 
former senior pastor of this 
church.  

Our deepest sympathies are extended 
to the family and friends of those who 

have recently passed away: 

The last Spire for 2020 will be 

published on December 9. 

The first issue in 2021 will be 

published on January 13. 

 
The All Saints list in the previous Spire  

contained an incorrect entry. 
 

We should have listed  
Ruth Overstreet memorializing her son,  

Joe Overstreet.   
 

We apologize for the error. 

A Successful Blood Drive 
 

On October 28 this year, First Church 
hosted a Red Cross blood drive.  
Twenty-five people donated blood 
that day.  
 

These donations will save 68 lives. 
 

Thank you  

for your participation in this life-saving activity. 
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You’re Invited to a Party! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first day of in-person Sunday school will be a 
 "Happy Birthday Jesus"  

party for children on Sunday, December 6, from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
 

For safety, parents/guardians are required to attend with their child, 
stay with the child throughout the event, and practice social 

distancing.  Face masks are required.  
 

The Multi-purpose Room will be decorated for  
Christmas and festooned with balloons.  

This event will include birthday party games, goodie bags, and 
a video of a Christmas pageant. 

 

Registration is required.  To register, see the Events section of the 
church website: www.firststcharlesumc.org. 

 

If you have questions, please email Children's Minister, Meg Love, at 
childrens.ministries@firststcharlesumc.org. 
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Blue Christmas Worship Service 
 

During the holidays, especially, memories of past experiences and the pain of present 
reality can become overwhelming. Our Blue Christmas Service provides a time when 
we can, in company with others, acknowledge the sadness we feel at Christmas time.  
 

Join us in the Sanctuary on Sunday, December 20, from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. for a time 
of reflection, remembrance, prayers and communion.   
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REDISCOVERING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRISTMAS 
 

This Advent season, you are invited to join a four-week study and learn the 
meaning behind the names of Christ and the difference He makes in our lives 
this Christmas.  
 

In Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas, Rev. Adam 
Hamilton examines the names of Christ used by the gospel writers, exploring 
the historical and personal significance of his birth. In the face of uncertainty 
and conflict, Christians reclaim the Christ child who brings us together, heals 
our hearts, and calls us to bring light into the darkness. Now more than ever, 
we invite you to reflect upon the significance of the Christ child for our lives 
and world today!  
 

Small groups will meet online and in-person at church. For additional information 
about when the groups are meeting and to register, visit the church website, 
firststcharles.umc.org, scroll down on the Home page, click on the image for 
the book, then click on the Information/Registration button. 

2020 Mission Christmas Giving Tree  

Gloves, Mittens & Hats 
 

Continuing our long-standing tradition of supporting our 

partner ministries, we are collecting winter gloves or mittens and 

hats. Your donations will be given to our Backpack Ministry, as well 

as taken to Lincoln Elementary for sharing all winter.  
 

The guidance counselor at Lincoln Elementary said she gave away  

a lot of gloves and hats last year, and she is excited we are 

collecting more.  
 

There will be two ways you can donate.  

• You can place your donations under the Christmas Giving Tree located in the Atrium.  

• Or you can make a monetary donation online through our website. (Clink on the link 

under upcoming events.) Then we will purchase gloves and hats to add to the 

donations under the Christmas Giving Tree.  
 

Whether donating in-person or online, please make your donation by Sunday, 

December 27th.  

http://firststcharlesumc.org
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First Faith and Family Fellowship:  Christmas Celebration 
 

Join us on Friday, December 11, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
This is a contemplative come-and-go event. People will enter the atrium and  

walk toward the gathering space and sanctuary,  
viewing the Christmas decorations in the atrium and the gathering space.  

 
In the sanctuary, people will have the opportunity to sit socially distanced in the pews,  

view the decorated sanctuary,  
and listen to Advent and Christmas music in quiet reflection.  

 
Outside on the front lawn, people will have an opportunity  

to walk the lighted labyrinth with guided prayers.  
Hot chocolate will be provided outside.  Portable fire pits will also be available.  

Masks and social distancing are required.  
 

All ages are welcome.  
 

If you haven't had the opportunity to drop off hats and gloves  
for our Christmas mission tree, you can bring them with you.  

The hats and gloves will benefit our partner school, Lincoln Elementary. 

You are invited to walk the labyrinth on the front lawn of the church.  
It is available any time and for as often as you would like to experience it.  

There is an informational booklet posted at the entrance of the labyrinth with details about  
how to use the labyrinth as a tool for meditation and prayer.  
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Christmas will be here soon and we are already planning for our annual 
Christmas gifts for our Monroe and Lincoln Backpack students. We need 
Christmas candy for their stockings.  
 

This year we are adding a winter coat drive. We are looking for gently used or 
new coats with the emphasis on larger sizes. Some children wear adult size 
small or medium coats. 
 

There is a drop off area in the atrium for your donations. Let’s make this a 
special Christmas for these great kids! 

Host a Worship Watch Party with Your Friends & Family 
 

You can worship with First St. Charles by hosting a Worship Watch Party on 
Facebook! Hosting a Worship Watch Party allows you to worship where you are with 
your friends and family.  
 

Simply login to your Facebook account, create a post, click on Add Watch Party, 
and then search for First St. Charles UMC. You can then choose which video to 
watch during your Worship Watch Party and invite your friends and family on 
Facebook to worship with you!  
 

For a video tutorial and additional instructions on how to host a Facebook Watch Party, visit the church 
website, firststcharles.umc.org, click on the ONLINE WORSHIP menu, then click on the submenu 
Watch Party. 

 

Do You Sew?  Can You ‘Run-Up’ a Few Masks? 
 

The backpack program is looking for people handy with the 
sewing machine to make masks for our elementary students at 
Lincoln & Monroe Schools. The children prefer cloth masks but 
tend to forget them or lose them during the school day. 

 

We need child size, double layered cloth masks with elastic ear loops. Any color or 
fabric will do but we need boy colors and designs as well as those for girls. 
 

Please place the finished masks in the backpack closet in the atrium or drop them 
off at the church office. This will be an ongoing need throughout the entire school 
year.  
 

If you need instructions and patterns, we will have details available in the church 
office. 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
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Food Pantry Wednesdays — 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
 

Our ministry partners at FISH Food Pantry and our Backpack Ministry Team, 
and Oasis Food Pantry continue to offer food assistance   
 

If you are already going out on Wednesdays between 8:00 and 11:00 a.m., 
please consider dropping off the requested items in the food pantry carts in our church parking lot. 
 

We also have a team ready to pick up items from your front porch on Tuesday afternoons.  To 
schedule a pick-up, please call or text 512-680-6779 with your name and home address. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Kathy Avery at 636-541-0895. 
 

Requested items:   

 Canned yams and pumpkin Canned chili 

 Hamburger or tuna helper Saltines, graham or animal crackers 

 canned soup, any kind canned vegetables 

 canned fruit jelly 

 juice boxes—no Capri Sun, please fruit cups 

 individual applesauce snack-size raisin boxes 

 pudding snacks canned meat 

 Spaghetti O’s individual mac & cheese 

 granola or cereal bars oatmeal—individual size packets in boxes
 cheese or peanut butter cracker sandwiches small size boxes of cereal 

 cookies—individual packs boxed side dishes (potato, pasta or rice)
 Ramen noodles men’s or women’s deodorant 

 personal flushable wipes children’s toothpaste 

 children’s toothbrushes Dish soap 

 Body lotion Feminine hygiene products 

 

 Thank you for your continued generosity! 

 

PECANS AND HONEY 
 

The Methodist Men are selling pecans and honey for your holiday baking. This 
year we will be taking orders and will arrange delivery beginning in mid-
November through December. The proceeds of the sale will support Vacation 
Bible School for the children. 
 

To place an order, please go to the church website, firststcharlesumc.org, scroll down on the 
HOME page, click on the Pecans & Honey for Sale image, then click on the To Order Pecans or 
Honey button. 
 

PRICES: 
 1 lb. bag Pecans — $12 
 12 oz Honey bear — $6 16 oz Honey jar — $7 45 oz Honey quart — $15 
 

Questions? Please contact Rich Suter at 636-723-0027 or Mike Menefee at 636-441-5399. 

http://firststcharlesumc.org
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An Update on First St. Charles UMC 
 

• In-person worship has resumed.  Please join us for the 9:00 a.m. worship service 
every Sunday in the sanctuary. 

 

• The administrative staff are working in the office during regular office hours, Monday 
to Friday.  Our pastors and other staff continue to work primarily from home.  Please 
contact us at contact@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-947-0066 if you need to meet with 
a pastor or a staff member. 

Options to Attend Worship Services 
 

There are many ways to worship at First St. Charles! 
 

• In-person worship is one worship service at 9 a.m. on Sundays in the sanctuary. 
Communion will be served each Sunday. 

 

• Worship on-demand is available at your convenience 
on the church’s website, firststcharlesumc.org. 

 

• Live stream in-person worship is available on 
Sundays at 9 a.m. This option allows the worshiper to 
participate in communion. 

 

• Live stream on-demand worship is available on 
Facebook at 11 a.m. on Sundays. 

 

• Audio worship is available by calling 636-947-0067. 
 

We look forward to worshiping with you! 

 Through your generosity, ministries of 
First St. Charles are able to continue 
during this time of uncertainty. Your 
generosity also allows us to stay 
connected online through online 
worship, daily devotionals, small groups 
and other online ministries.  

 There are four ways that you can 
give—online, in-person at the 9:00 a.m. 
worship service on Sunday mornings, 
mail your gift to the church office, or text 
636-255-8819 to give. Thank you for 
your generosity and staying connected 
to our community of faith.  

mailto:contact@firststcharlesumc.org
http://firststcharlesumc.org

