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 This week marks a 

special time in the life of our 

church with the confirming 

of three members of our 

2020 Confirmation Class:  

Rylan Arndt, Wilson Barker, 

and Charlie Reid.  Every 

other year, we’ve held a 

worship service confirming new disciples in the 

Spring of the year.  Not this year.  Our confirmands 

have certainly practiced the spiritual disciplines of 

patience and persistence. 

 I said that it was a “week” of Confirmation—

that’s because we had the confirmands and their 

families gather in the sanctuary on Tuesday to 

record their responses; you will be included and 

invited to join in during our online worship this 

coming Sunday. 

 A couple of fun pieces to note as you worship 

with our newest members.  First, because we 

practiced social distancing, there were some 

facets of the service that we had to. . . well. . . 

adapt.  One was the part of the service when 

we ask them to “Remember your baptism and 

give thanks.”  In years past, this would have 

been followed by my dipping my thumb into 

the water and using my damp digit to make 

the sign of the cross on their foreheads. 

 Instead, we went with a more ancient 

practice of taking a palm leaf, dipping it in the 

water and shaking it onto the confirmands in a 

ritual called, “aspersion.” Pastor Kate can be 

credited for finding the palm plant in our 

atrium.  She asked me if I thought it okay was 

that she cut off a leaf.  “Sure,” I said, “it won’t 

be the first time that a palm branch has laid 

down its life before Jesus.  I’m pretty sure that 

Jesus will approve.”  And, admittedly, I had 

way too much fun shaking the water onto the 

confirmands!   

 I wasn’t the only one “into” the moment.  This is 

the second piece I want to share.  I don’t know 

whether you will be able to hear it through the 

broadcast sound of the service, but one of the 

confirmands had a young cousin who was there.  

Every time a response was asked by the 

confirmands, he joined in.  Loudly.  Enthusiastically.  

Joyfully.  I know that Jesus would definitely approve! 

 Perhaps when we participate in the online 

portion of Confirmation we could all add our voices 

to the vows!  How about it?  Leave decorum at 

home (of course, most of us will participate from our 

homes!).  Be loud.  Be enthusiastic.  Be joyful. 

 Each new day there is an opportunity to 

confirms us all! 

 

Blessings, 

Bart 
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August 12-September 
23—The Cross and 
the Lynching Tree 
small group study, 
Wednesdays 

September 18—
Painting Party for 
Families 

September 23, 30—
The History and 
Theology of the 
Sacraments, an online 
class, Wednesdays 

September 29-
October 13—Help, 
Thanks, Wow small 
group study, Tuesdays 

A Look Ahead 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the September 23, 2020, 
Spire are due in the church office by 
September 16, 2020. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO WORSHIP ONLINE 
ON SUNDAY MORNINGS 

 

 Every Sunday morning, the First St. 
Charles’ online worship service premieres at 
8:00 a.m. on YouTube.  The link to the 
service is available on the church’s website, 
firststcharlesumc.org by clicking ONLINE 
WORSHIP.  The video worship service may be 
attended any time after 8:00 a.m. 

 

 On Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. on First St. Charles 
UMC’s Facebook page is a Facebook Live Worship 
Event.  The pastors and worship leaders will be 
moderating the chat box.  Be sure to comment so they 
can say “hi” to you. 

 

Please be assured that the leadership of  

First St. Charles United Methodist Church 

continues to strive to offer the very best  

online worship service every Sunday. 

The History & Theology 
of the Sacraments 

 

Join Pastor Bart for a two-week 
study on The Sacraments. You'll 
learn more about the history and theology of baptism and 
communion in the United Methodist Church. This online 
study will meet on Wednesdays, September 23 and 30, 
from 6:30-8:00pm.  
 

Registration is required. To register, please go to the church 
website, firststcharlesum.org, and scroll down on the 
Home page to the image for this class.  Click on the image 
to get to the class description and the Register button.  
When you click on the Register button, you will find the 
registration fields and, scrolling down, you will see the class 
readings that can be downloaded. 
 

More information regarding how to participate in the online 
study will be emailed prior to September 23.  
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The Cross and the Lynching Tree  
by James Cone 

 

A New Book Study with Pastor Kate 
August 12 through September 23 

 

Please join Pastor Kate for a conversation on James Cone’s book, 
The Cross and the Lynching Tree.  There will be seven sessions—
every Wednesday from August 12th through September 23rd 
from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
 

This book study is available online via Zoom and on demand 
through online discussion and videos. 
 

Please register for The Cross and the Lynching Tree book study on the church 
website firststcharlesumc.org by clicking CONNECT and Small Groups or by calling 
the church office at 636-947-0066.   
 

Before the study begins, we will send you additional information. 

 

New Small Group Study 
Help, Thanks, Wow by Anne Lamott 

 

Pastor Debby is hosting a short, fun, humorous, simple three-week small 
group study based on Anne Lamott’s book, Help, Thanks, Wow: The Three 
Essential Prayers.  Ms. Lamott is a New York Times bestselling author.  In 
this small book, she succinctly blends her engaging wit and wisdom with her 
brutal honesty. It is easy to see ourselves in the pages of her book.  
 

The small group will meet online through Zoom from 6:30-7:30 pm on three 
Tuesday evenings, September 29, October 6, and October 13.  The book is 
available through Amazon.  Simply enter Help, Thanks, Wow in the Amazon 
search box.  Copies are also available in the church office.   
 

If you are new to Zoom or just plain unsure about joining a Zoom-based small 
group, please contact Pastor Debby and she will be happy to help you 

become comfortable and able to participate in the group.  Please register online for the Help, 
Thanks, Wow small group at www.firststcharlesumc.org.   
 

Questions?  Please contact Pastor Debby at dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org. 
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A NEW PSALM? 
Sunday School Children Write a Psalm 

 

On Sunday, August 30, Matt Sheets led the online Sunday 
school lesson for Older Elementary children.  After a brief 
discussion of the first days of school, Matt moved the 
conversation to the Bible lesson and the Bible verses, 
Psalms 100:1-5.  He provided a brief overview of Psalms, 
had the children find the book in their Bibles, and asked 
the children to volunteer to read one verse to the group. 
 

Matt's supporting activity was to play a game of Mad Libs with the kids as a way to create a new 
Psalm.  (You remember Mad Libs, right?  The leader asks the participants to contribute a word or 
phrase in response to a specific prompt without revealing the context.  Finally, the completed 
story is read aloud to the amazement of all.) 
 

Based on prompts and questions from Matt to the children, the Psalm below was written.  (I have 
made minor edits.) 
 

It is Sunday morning, and it’s a morning for worshiping God. 
Let's go to Church, and worship and Praise God. 
Its Church-time!  Let's go to Church! 
A place to study the Bible. 
 

We are thankful that God gave us hands to help us with our daily tasks. 
Thank you for the world, for people, for family.  So much to be thankful for! 
We are thankful for animals.  We are thankful for pets who are fun to play with. 
Thank-you for fellow Christians to worship with.  They help us learn and sometimes listen to us. 
Thank-you for voices.  Voices we use to sing, and speak, and praise! 
Thank-you for our legs and feet.  They help us walk and experience your great creation! 
Thank-you for the earth.  It is comfortable, and it's fun to walk and play in. 
 

God, you make us feel awesome.  God, you make us feel loved.  You make us feel safe.  God's 
love for us, though God is great and we are small, humbles us.  You are so complex, it's hard to 
know how to feel sometimes.  You make us feel unique.  Your love warms us like a fire, wrapping 
us up like a warm blanket. Safe in your care. 
 

We praise you with hands lifted high.  We praise you with hands folded.  We praise you in our 
own way, comfortable in the knowledge that our authentic voice is known to you.  We lift our 
voices to you.  We create art for you.  We obey the ten commandments.  You help us know how 
to treat others.  You give us strength to take your word to others.  We are your little lights in our 
homes, in our schools, in our world. 

 

The children were surprised when the "new Psalm" was 
read. 
 

I hope this Psalm warms your heart and brings you 
comfort knowing that the next generation will know about 
the Triune God and the Bible. 
 

Thank you to Matt Sheets for his leadership and creativity 
and love of children. 
 

Blessings abound!!  Meg Love, Children's Minister 
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Youth Groups 
 

Youth Group for 6th through 12th graders — Sundays at 6:00 p.m. on Webex 
 

Youth Bible Study for 6th through 12th graders — Sundays at 10 a.m. on Webex 
 

For more information, please contact Pastor Kate at 

 

Copies of the Upper Room Devotional magazine are 
available for pick-up in a plastic tub outside the 
atrium double doors.  Please do not leave cash or 
checks in the tub; simply add the cost of the 
devotional to your tithe.  Thank you. 

 
 

 

 

On September 18, First Church will host a Painting Party in the Multi-
Purpose Room from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  This event is for families with 
children and/or youth.  It will be facilitated by artists from Painting with a 
Twist.  Each painter will be provided with materials necessary to paint on canvas.  Painters 
must be third grade through adults.  The cost per painter is $20 which must be paid in 
advance. 
 

Face masks and social distancing will be required throughout the event.  Each family will 
have a separate table.  More than one painter per family is permissible up to the maximum 
of 25 painters.  Parents or guardians must monitor their children throughout the event. 
 

Reservations are required and will be accepted on a First Come/First Served basis.  
Please register on the church website firststcharlesumc.org by clicking CALENDAR and 
Events or by calling the church office at 636-947-0066. 
 

You will receive additional guidance closer to the date of the event.  Questions?  Please 
contact Children's Minister, Meg Love, at mlove@firststcharlesums.org or Youth 
Minister, Kate Hanch, at khanch@firststcharlesumc.org or call the church office at 636-
947-0066. 
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Food Pantry Wednesdays — 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
 

Our ministry partners at FISH Food Pantry and our Backpack Ministry Team, 
and Oasis Food Pantry continue to offer food assistance   
 

If you are already going out on Wednesdays between 8:00 and 11:00 a.m., 
please consider dropping off the requested items in the food pantry carts in our church parking lot. 
 

We also have a team ready to pick up items from your front porch on Tuesday afternoons.  To 
schedule a pick-up, please call or text 512-680-6779 with your name and home address. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Kathy Avery at 636-541-0895. 
 

Requested items:   

 canned vegetables chicken noodle soup canned beef stew 
 Rice-a-Roni Ramen Noodles canned gravy 
 individual fruit cups individual applesauce cups juice boxes 
 individual cookie packs pudding snacks Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix 
 cream soup—any kind canned pineapple  canned peaches 
 canned pears canned beets Kool Aid 
 toothpaste diapers—size 5/6 
 

The food carts that have been set out for your items are now in a new, easier to get to location.  
Please look for them along the side of the building, under the awning, by the handicapped parking 
spaces.   
 

 Thank you for your continued generosity! 

Community Cares Utility Assistance Ministry 
 

Thanks to your generosity, we are expanding our Community 
Cares utility assistance ministry.  Beginning Tuesday, August 11, 
we will offer Community Cares utility assistance ministry every 
Tuesday, rather than just once a month.   
 

St. Charles County residents are eligible to apply for assistance with their utility bills 
every Tuesday during office hours, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm.  Applicants must apply in 
person, and they will need to have a photo ID and their utility bill with them.   
 

The church will continue to offer gasoline assistance to eligible persons once a 
month, on the 3rd Tuesday of the month.  Eligible applicants may receive up to $100 
in assistance within a 12-month period.   
 

Again, thank you for your generosity.   
Together, we are making a difference in our community. 
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FINKE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND  
HAS AWARDED ITS FINAL THREE SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

We regret to inform you that after 17 years, the funding for the Finke Memorial Scholarship is 
depleted.  The 2020 scholarships awarded to Savannah Carmichael, Logan Nachtrab, and Megan 
Stoutenborough will be the last. 
 

We extend a heart-felt thank you to all the members of the Chancel Choir who donated this year to 
help us give these three scholarships.   
 

AN APPEAL FOR ASSISTANCE 
 

If you feel moved to help fund the Finke Memorial Scholarship so that it might continue into the 
future, please consider donating to the scholarship fund or designating other memorials to the First 
Saint Charles Memorial Scholarship Fund. 

2020 Finke Memorial Scholarship 
Winners 

 

Due to the unusual year we have been experiencing with the Covid virus, 
we have been delayed in announcing the recipients of this year’s Finke 
Scholarships.  It is a pleasure to let you know that three very deserving 
2020 high school seniors have received their scholarships.  They are all 
at their colleges and beginning exciting new chapters in their lives.   
 

2020 Finke Memorial Scholarship Recipients 

Savannah Carmichael is a graduate of Orchard Farm High.  She is 
attending Truman State University majoring in Creative Writing and 
Theater. 

Logan Nachtrab is a graduate of Francis Howell Central.  He is attending 
Missouri University majoring in Sports Management and Business. 

Megan Stoutenborough is a graduate of Francis Howell High.  She is 
attending DePaul University in Chicago and is a member of ROTC.   

 

All three recipients have been life-long members of First Church and have 
been very active in many church and youth activities.  We hope that they 
will all have a successful school year and that they always know that 
there is a church family here in St. Charles supporting them.  We have all 
walked with them in their spiritual journey thus far and will continue to 
keep them in our prayers as they make their way in life. 
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An Update on First St. Charles UMC 
 

• In-person worship is canceled until further notice. 
 

• The administrative staff are working in the office during regular office hours, 
Monday to Friday.  Our pastors and other staff continue to work primarily from 
home.  Please contact us at contact@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-947-0066 if 
you need to meet with a pastor or a staff member. 

As we move from gathered to connected, 
your generosity allows us to stay connected 
online. Through your generosity, ministries 
of First St. Charles are able to continue 
during this time of uncertainty. Your 
generosity also allows us to stay connected 
online through online worship, daily 
devotionals, small groups and other online 
ministries. You can give online, mail your gift 
to the church office, or text 636-255-8819 to 
give. Thank you for your generosity and 
staying connected to our community of faith.  

As we strive to remain connected during the COVID-19 
pandemic, Pastor Bart encourages each person at First St. 
Charles to make the 1-1-1 Call commitment. 
 

The 1-1-1 Call asks that you:  

• Participate in online worship WEEKLY  

• Call or video chat one person from the church DAILY  

• Share online worship on your social networks WEEKLY  
 

Make your commitment online at firststcharlesumc.org/
covid19-response/111-call. You can also join the Facebook 
group 1-1-1 Call Connections. Just visit our Facebook page 
and request to join the group  


