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I’ve made it no secret that travel is one of my 

favorite things, and this season has been hard on 

those of us who dream of another time and other 

places.  Because Beth and I love to watch Rick 

Steves travel shows on PBS, I thought I’d share with 

you a portion of his recent post.   

 

He asked for “no-travel tips,” and got nearly 3,000 

comments with countless clever advice to help 

bring a little Europe into our locked-down lives at 

home. Here is a small sampling: 

Kristine Clarinda Goodman:  Gather all the little 

toys and trinkets in your house. Follow your 

housemates around showing off each toy 

while shouting “One euro one euro one 

euro!”  

Maryellen Wilson Sullivan:  Walk through the 

room where people are watching TV and 

solemnly announce “No photo, no video” 

once every 3 minutes.  

Ginny Benner:  Use suitcases for dirty laundry 

instead of a hamper. Then it is just like 

unpacking from vacation for every single 

load!  

Mamie Brouwer:  Refuse to acknowledge 

anyone until they say, “Bonjour Madame.”  

Sue Michalka:  Change the hot and cold tap 

labels on your bathroom sink, or better yet, 

the shower!  

Laura Burnett:  Yell “mind the gap” whenever 

your kids get in the car.  

You can read his Facebook post for more. 

 

These all got me thinking about possible “no-in-

person worship tips.”  With tongue-in-cheek, here 

are some that I came up with: 

Pick up donuts, coffee, and orange juice to 

serve your family when you sit down to 

worship on-line each Sunday (tell them it’s 

okay, they can bring it into the living room 

with you!). 

Pretend you’re on the hospitality team and hold 

open the door for people when they arrive 

home from work or school. 

Create your own children’s sermon and don’t 

be surprised when the kids say something 

embarrassing. 

Don’t pause the worship video, but do get up 

and go to the bathroom during the sermon. 

Look out your window at random times after 

dark to see if your neighbors are 

constructing a new fence. 

Pass the plate—literally, pass it to your family 

members and expect them to put some 

money in it. 

Be sure to look at the other people in the house 

with you during worship and notice that 

“they wore that exact same outfit last 

week!” (Never mind that because worship is 

online, it’s a pair of pajamas.) 

 

Those are just a few of the crazy things that pop into 

my mind.  I’d love to hear your creative thoughts, . .  

as together we look for and long for that day when 

we can be together again. 

 

Blessings,  

Bart 
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June 8-29—Why? Online 
small group study, 
Mondays 

July 12-August 2—White 
Fragility small group study, 
Sundays 

August 12-September 23—
The Cross and the 
Lynching Tree small group 
study, Wednesdays 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the August 12, 2020, Spire 
are due in the church office by August 5, 
2020. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Martha Caldwell, who passed 
away on July 19, 2020, was the 
wife of Robert Caldwell. 

Our deepest sympathies are extended 
to the family and friends of those who 

have recently passed away: 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES CANCELED 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

Dear First St. Charles friends and family, 
 

While the recent surge of COVID-19 cases in St. Charles is 
concerning, our Leadership Board believes that the low 
number of registrants is an indication that as a congregation 
we are not yet ready to resume in-person worship. So, with 
a very heavy heart, I need to let you know that we are 
canceling in-person worship plans for the immediate future. 
 

We very much look forward to the time when we can come 
together and, at the same time, we want to be responsible. 
Please plan on us continuing to offer the very best of online 
worship each Sunday, serve our community, and provide 
both online and in-person ministries during the week. 
 

We ask for your patience, understanding, and forgiveness 
as this is fast-moving and evolving. Know that I am 
confident in you as we continue staying connected through 
our 1-1-1 Call and commitments to be the church together. 
 

Blessings, 
 
 

Pastor Bart 

As we strive to remain connected during the COVID-19 
pandemic, Pastor Bart encourages each person at First St. 
Charles to make the 1-1-1 Call commitment. 
 

The 1-1-1 Call asks that you:  

• Participate in online worship WEEKLY  

• Call or video chat one person from the church DAILY  

• Share online worship on your social networks WEEKLY  
 

Make your commitment online at firststcharlesumc.org/
covid19-response/111-call. You can also join the Facebook 
group 1-1-1 Call Connections. Just visit our Facebook page 
and request to join the group  
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The Cross and the Lynching Tree by James Cone 
 

A New Book Study with Pastor Kate — Begins August 12 
 
 

Please join Pastor Kate for a conversation on James Cone’s book 
The Cross and the Lynching Tree. 

 

There will be seven sessions—every Wednesday  
from August 12th through September 23rd from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

 

This book study is available in-person, online, and  
asynchronously through online discussion and videos. 

 

Please register for The Cross and the Lynching Tree book study on the church website, 
firststcharlesumc.org by clicking CONNECT and Small Groups,  

or calling the church office at 636-947-0066. 
 

Before the study begins, we will send you additional information. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO WORSHIP ONLINE ON SUNDAY MORNINGS 
 

 Every Sunday morning, the First St. Charles’ online worship service premieres 
at 8:00 a.m. on YouTube.  The link to the service is available on the church’s 
website, firststcharlesumc.org by clicking ONLINE WORSHIP.  The video 
worship service may be attended any time after 8:00 a.m. 

 

 On Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. on First St. Charles UMC’s Facebook page 
is a Facebook Live Worship Event.  The pastors and worship leaders will be 
moderating the chat box.  Be sure to comment so they can say “hi” to you. 

 
 

Please be assured that the leadership of  

First St. Charles United Methodist Church 

continues to strive to offer the very best  

online worship service every Sunday. 

AN UPDATE ON FIRST ST. CHARLES UMC 
 

In-person worship is canceled until further notice. 
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Youth Groups 
 

Youth Group for 6th through 12th graders —  

   Sundays at 6:00 p.m. on Webex 
 

Youth Bible Study for 6th through 12th graders —  

   Sundays at 10 a.m. on Webex 
 

For more information, please contact Pastor Kate at 

khanch@firststcharlesumc.org. 

 

Join the Conversation — July 12 to August 2 
 

Our nation is renewing its focus on the issues of systemic racism, a huge, 
huge, issue. How do we work through this as a church? How do we talk 
through our differences? How do we manage the conversation. . .especially 
when we can’t even be together physically?  
 

One way is to read the book White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People 
to Talk About Racism by Robin DiAngelo.  
 

Pastor Bart and Ted House are co-leaders for the conversation about the book. 
We’ll have 4 sessions, starting on Sunday, July 12th at 4:00, and continue  
through Sunday, August 2nd.  
 

The books are available in the church office.  The cost of the book is $10.  Please come by and pick 
up a copy sometime during regular office hours. 
 

You can sign up on our church’s website—firststcharlesumc.org—or call our church office at 636-
947-0066. 

An Update on First St. Charles UMC 
 

• In-person worship is canceled until further notice. 
 

• The administrative staff are working in the office during regular office hours, 
Monday to Friday.  Our pastors and other staff continue to work primarily 
from home.  Please contact us at contact@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-
947-0066 if you need to meet with a pastor or a staff member. 
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As we move from gathered to connected, your 
generosity allows us to stay connected online. Through 
your generosity, ministries of First St. Charles are able to 
continue during this time of uncertainty. Your generosity 
also allows us to stay connected online through online 
worship, daily devotionals, small groups and other online 
ministries. You can give online, mail your gift to the 
church office, or text 636-255-8819 to give. Thank you 
for your generosity and staying connected to our 
community of faith.  

 

Copies of the Upper Room Devotional magazine 
are available for pick-up in a plastic tub outside 
the atrium double doors.  Please do not leave cash 
or checks in the tub; simply add the cost of the 

devotional to your tithe.  Thank you. 

 

Food Pantry Wednesdays — 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
 

Our ministry partners at FISH Food Pantry and our Backpack Ministry Team, 
and Oasis Food Pantry continue to offer food assistance   
 

If you are already going out on Wednesdays between 8:00 and 11:00 a.m., 
please consider dropping off the requested items in the food pantry carts in our 
church parking lot. 
 

We also have a team ready to pick up items from your front porch on Tuesday afternoons. 
To schedule a pick-up, please call or text 512-680-6779 with your name and home address. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Kathy Avery at 636-541-0895. 
 

Requested items:   

 canned vegetables chicken noodle soup canned beef stew 

 Rice-a-Roni Ramen Noodles canned gravy 

 individual fruit cups individual applesauce cups juice boxes 

 individual cookie packs pudding snacks Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix 

 cream soup—any kind canned pineapple  canned peaches 

 canned pears canned beets Kool Aid 

 toothpaste diapers—size 5/6 
 

 Thank you for your continued generosity! 
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