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 A couple of decades ago, 

I was serving a church that 

had two worship services:  one 

was fairly early in the morning 

on Sundays, and the other 

was much later in the 

morning.  The early service 

was sparsely attended in 

comparison to the later service—about 1/5 

of the attendance.  The choir sang at the 

later service, but not at the early service.  

Almost without exception the people who 

came early sported a head of grey hair; 

children weren’t anywhere around. 
 

 I was having a passing conversation 

with a very core church member (and 

member of the choir), when he surprised 

me by just casually referring to the later 

service as “the real service”!  It was 

unintentional, but it certainly reflected 

what he thought of the earlier service. 
 

 As of this Sunday, we will have four 

worship services at First St. Charles.  One at 

9:00, one at 11:00, a third online, and a 

fourth via telephone (636-947-0067).  It 

seems to me that there is a real spiritual 

danger ahead for us, and that’s the 

temptation of thinking that one (the one 

we attend), is the real one and that the 

others are some how less.  It’s the danger 

of thinking that our worship is genuine, and 

that others in their worship are somehow 

second-class citizens. 
 

 I think the reverse can also be true, and 

that’s to think less of ourselves and our 

particular worship service for whatever 

reason we may dream up.  It may be that 

another service has something going on 

with it that we think somehow better, or 

that more people attend it and that makes 

them the popular crowd.  Can the culture 

of a worship service develop an inferiority 

complex?  Sometimes.  It happens. 
 

 The past 3 months while our worship 

service was exclusively online one of the 

numbers we’ve been tracking is the 

percent of engagement.  Did a worshiper 

watch the whole service, and therefore 

register as 100%, or was our service 

something that people clicked on and off 

as fast as I might change channels on the 

TV, and so register in at 4-5%? 
 

 It seems to me that whether we worship 

online or in person, engagement is a great 

criterion for judging the health and vitality 

of our worship.  For instance, I don’t have 

any delusions that lead me to think that 

persons are 100% tuned in and focusing on 
(Continued on page 2) 
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July 12-August 2— 
 White Fragility small group 

study, Sundays  

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the July 22, 2020, Spire are 
due in the church office by July 15, 
2020. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Allison James, who passed away 
on June 25, 2020, was the 
daughter of Pat (Mark) Williams. 

Our deepest sympathies are extended 
to the family and friends of those who 

have recently passed away: 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES RESUME 
SUNDAY, JULY 12th at 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 

 

REGISTRATION FOR ATTENDANCE  
ON SUNDAY, JULY 12th IS NOW OPEN 

 

As we return to in-person worship, we will practice social 
distancing and are limited to 25% of the building’s capacity.  
To adhere to these capacity limits, registration is required to 
attend a worship service. 
 

The registration for the worship services on Sunday, July 
12, is currently open today.  You can register online at the 
church’s website—firststcharlesumc.org—or call the 
church office at 636-947-0066.  The registration will remain 
open until 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 9. 

UNABLE TO ATTEND IN-PERSON WORSHIP? 
 

Online worship will continue to premiere at 8:00 a.m. 
Sundays on YouTube. You can also worship  

at 11:00 a.m. Sundays on our Facebook Live event. 
Telephone worship is available at 636-947-0067. 

what I say and that our minds don’t wander some.  But 

how much of ourselves do we give of ourselves as we 

worship, of our attention, of praise that is genuine, of 

our gifts in the offering, of our honesty and vulnerability 

as we pray, of our curiosity around the message of 

scripture, of our willingness to make real and 

substantive change in our lives? 
 

 We now have four services—four opportunities for 

engagement.  All are real.  None is less. . .unless we 

make it less. 
 

Blessings as we worship together, 

 

Pastor Bart 

(Continued from page 1) 
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An Update—The administrative staff are working in the office during regular office 
hours, Monday to Friday.  Our pastors and other staff continue to work primarily from 
home.  Please contact us at contact@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-947-0066 if you 
need to meet with a pastor or a staff member. 

What Will In-Person Worship Look Like? 

Here are some components of In-Person worship: 

1. Because current rules restrict us to 25% of the building’s capacity, we are requiring all 
persons to make reservations in advance, either on our website or by calling the 
church office by the close of the office on Thursday. 

• Once we reach capacity in the sanctuary, which is 70 persons including staff, an 
additional 30 persons will be offered to worship remotely in the multipurpose room. 

• When we reach the building capacity of 100 persons, no one will be allowed to 
enter. 

• Individuals at high risk for illness or serious complications are encouraged to 
worship online. Individuals experiencing symptoms or signs of illness should not 
attend in-person worship. 

2. All persons will be required to wear a mask in order to protect others. 

3. There will be no opportunity to gather in the building. Physical distancing rules will 
apply. Ushers/hospitality will escort persons into and out of the sanctuary. 

4. There will be no singing during the worship service—neither congregational singing 
nor choral music will be presented live. Instead, music will be projected on our 
screens. 

• There will be no bulletins. Offering plates will be available as you enter and exit the 
sanctuary. 

5. There will be no children or youth Sunday School classes. There will be no nursery 
available. 

6. Eight restrooms will be available for adult and family use:  
 outside the Sanctuary near the church office 
 hallway above the church office Music Ministry hallway 
 Alcohol-based hand-sanitizer stations will be provided at each entrance/exit. 

7. There will be no Sunday School or small group gatherings on Sunday morning. 

8. The kitchen will not be available for use at this time. 

9. A thorough cleaning of the building will be completed between services and after each 
meeting. 

10. We will continue to offer online worship, on demand. 
 

We ask for your patience, flexibility, and grace as we all live into new ways of being church 
together. The Leadership Board and Staff will continue to evaluate conditions and risks in 
our being physically together and are committed to working toward that day when 
restrictions on our worship no longer apply. 

For additional information, please visit the church’s website—firststcharlesumc.org—or 
call the church office at 636-947-0066. 
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Youth Groups 
 

Youth Group for 6th through 12th graders —  

   Sundays at 6:00 p.m. on Webex 
 

Youth Bible Study for 6th through 12th graders —  

   Sundays at 10 a.m. on Webex 
 

For more information, please contact Pastor Kate at 

khanch@firststcharlesumc.org. 

 

Join the Conversation — July 12 to August 2 
 

Our nation is renewing its focus on the issues of systemic racism, a huge, huge, 
issue. How do we work through this as a church? How do we talk through our 
differences? How do we manage the conversation. . .especially when we can’t even 
be together physically?  
 

One way is to read the book White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to 
Talk About Racism by Robin DiAngelo.  
 

Pastor Bart and Ted House have agreed to co-lead a conversation about the book. We’ll have 4 
sessions, starting on Sunday, July 12th at 4:00, and go through Sunday, August 2nd.  
 

The books are available in the church office.  The cost of the book is $10.  Please come by and pick 
up a copy sometime during regular office hours. 
 

You can sign up on our church’s website—firststcharlesumc.org—or call our church office at 636-
947-0066. 

 

Thank you to the American Red Cross 
and to everyone who participated  

in our Blood Drive last week.  
Your generosity will help replenish  
blood supplies for those in need.   

 

Thank you! 
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As we move from gathered to connected, your 
generosity allows us to stay connected online. Through 
your generosity, ministries of First St. Charles are able to 
continue during this time of uncertainty. Your generosity 
also allows us to stay connected online through online 
worship, daily devotionals, small groups and other online 
ministries. You can give online, mail your gift to the 
church office, or text 636-255-8819 to give. Thank you 
for your generosity and staying connected to our 
community of faith.  

 

Copies of the Upper Room Devotional magazine 
are available for pick-up in a plastic tub outside 
the atrium double doors.  Please do not leave cash 
or checks in the tub; simply add the cost of the 

devotional to your tithe.  Thank you. 

 

Food Pantry Wednesdays — 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
 

Our ministry partners at FISH Food Pantry and our Backpack Ministry Team, 
and Oasis Food Pantry continue to offer food assistance   
 

If you are already going out on Wednesdays between 8:00 and 11:00 a.m., 
please consider dropping off the requested items in the food pantry carts in our 
church parking lot. 
 

We also have a team ready to pick up items from your front porch on Tuesday afternoons. 
To schedule a pick-up, please call or text 512-680-6779 with your name and home address. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Kathy Avery at 636-541-0895. 
 

Requested items:   

 canned vegetables chicken noodle soup canned beef stew 

 Rice-a-Roni Ramen Noodles canned gravy 

 individual fruit cups individual applesauce cups juice boxes 

 individual cookie packs pudding snacks Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix 

 cream soup—any kind canned pineapple  canned peaches 

 canned pears canned beets Kool Aid 

 toothpaste diapers—size 5/6 
 

 Thank you for your continued generosity! 
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