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Last night Our 

Leadership 

Board voted 

unanimously to 
begin phasing 

back in-person 

worship.  We 

will begin 
Sunday, July 

12th, with two services: 9:00 am. and 11:00 am.  

Here are some components of what it will look 

like: 

 

• Because current rules restrict us to 25% of 

building capacity, we are requiring all 

persons to make reservations in advance, 

either on our website or by calling in to the 

church office by the close of the office on 

Thursday. 

 

• Once we reach capacity in the sanctuary 

(70 persons, including staff), an additional 

30 persons will be offered worship remotely 

in MPR. 

 

• When we reach the building capacity of 

100 persons, no one will be allowed to 

enter. 

 

• We ask that persons who are in the 

vulnerable category (over 60 years old), 

refrain from in-person worship at this time. 

 

• All persons will be required to wear a mask, 

in order to protect others.  Our first 

Methodist rule is to “First, do no harm.”   

 

• There will be no opportunity to gather in the 

building.  Physical distancing rules will apply.  

Ushers/hospitality will escort persons in and 

out of the sanctuary. 

 

• There will be no singing during the worship 

service—neither congregational singing nor 

choral music will be presented live.  Instead, 

music will be projected on our screens.   

 

• There will be no bulletins.  Offering plates will 

be available as you enter/exit the 

sanctuary. 

 

• There will be no children or youth Sunday 

School classes.  There will be no nursery 

available. There will be no Sunday School or 

small group gatherings on Sunday morning.  

These groups will be able to access the 

building at other times during the week 

(Please see Pastor Debby for scheduling). 

 

• Eight bathrooms will be available for adult 

and family use:  outside the Sanctuary, near 

the office, above the office in Adult Sunday 

school space, and the Music Ministry 

hallway.  Alcohol-based hand-sanitizer 

stations will be provided at each entrance/

exit. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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June 8-29—Why? Online 
small group study, Mondays 

July 12-August 2—White 
Fragility small group study, 
Sundays 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second 
and fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the July 8, 2020, Spire are 
due in the church office by July 1, 2020. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Ray Yeargain, who passed away 
on June 12, 2020, was the son of 
Lou and Ray Yeargain. 

 

Joyce Brooks passed away on 
June 18, 2020. 

Our deepest sympathies are extended 
to the family and friends of those who 

have recently passed away: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2020 United Methodist Church Appointment 
 

In the United Methodist Church, pastors are appointed 
annually by the bishop of the conference.  

 
The leadership board is pleased to announce that  

Rev. Dr. Bart Hildreth has been reappointed to  
First St. Charles United Methodist Church  

for another year.   
 

Currently Dr. Hildreth is the only appointed pastor here at 
First Church.   

 
Rev. Debby Bartley is a deacon and as such is not appointed 

by the conference and is not itinerant.   
 

Rev. Dr. Kate Hanch is also not appointed by the conference; 

she is employed directly by First St. Charles UMC. 

 

• The kitchen will not be available for use at this time. 

 

• A thorough cleaning of the building will be completed 

between services and after each meeting. 

 

• We will continue to offer online worship, on demand.  

Daily devotionals will continue.  We even now are 

offering the possibility to call by phone and listen to the 

message each week (call 636-947-0067). 

 

We ask for your patience, flexibility, and grace as we all live 

into new ways of being church together.  The Leadership 

Board and Staff will continue to evaluate conditions and 

risks in our being physically together and are committed to 

working toward that day when restrictions on our worship no 

longer apply. 

 

In the meantime, we look forward to worshiping with 

everyone in our congregation either in-person or online and 

to continue reaching out “to gathering new persons for 

Christ, growing in Christ, and going for Christ.” 

 

Blessings Always, 

 

Bart 

(Continued from page 1) 
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VBS 2020—June 29 to July 3, 2020—IS CANCELLED 
 

Out of an abundance of caution and for the safety of children, First Saint Charles United Methodist 
Church announces that Vacation Bible School 2020—June 29 to July 3, 2020—is cancelled. The 
virus requirements to keep children, youth and adults masked and socially distant does not seem 
like an attainable goal.  
 

A virtual, online VBS is under consideration if there is parental interest. 
Parents, we need your input. 

 

Please email me, Meg Love, to let me know the alternative number(s)—listed below—which 
would be of interest to your child or children. 
 

1—I would like my child to experience an online, on-demand VBS including crafts. 
 

2—I would like my child to experience a VBS Ice Cream Social via drive-by pick up. 
 

3—My child will experience BLAM (Bible Lesson and Music) through First Church each 
week. We will see you next year for VBS. 
 

4—I would like my child to experience Christian education by attending Sunday school via 
Zoom meeting. Please send me information. 
 

If you have any questions about the VBS announcement or our request for your feedback, please 
do not hesitate to contact me at mlove@firststcharlesumc.org. We are so sorry for this VBS 
cancellation. 
Grace & Peace, Meg 

 

Join the Conversation  
July 12 to August 2 

 

Our nation is renewing its focus on the issues of systemic racism, a huge, 
huge, issue. How do we work through this as a church? How do we talk 
through our differences? How do we manage the conversation? 
 

One way is to read the book White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White 
People to Talk About Racism by Robin DiAngelo.  
 

Pastor Bart and Ted House have agreed to co-lead a conversation about the 
book. We’ll have 4 sessions, starting on Sunday, July 12th at 4:00, and 
go through Sunday, August 2nd. We will meet in person at the church.   
 

The books are available in the church office.  Cost of the book is $10.  Please 
come by and pick up a copy sometime during regular office hours.   
 

You can sign up on our church’s website—firststcharlesumc.org—or call our church office at 636-
947-0066. 
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As we move from gathered to connected during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Pastor Bart has challenged 
each person at First St. Charles to make the 1-1-1 
Call commitment. 
 

The 1-1-1 Call asks that you:  

• Participate in online worship WEEKLY  

• Call or video chat one person from the church 
DAILY  

• Share online worship on your social networks 
WEEKLY  

 

Make your commitment online at firststcharlesumc.org/covid19-response/111-call. You can 
also join the Facebook group 1-1-1 Call Connections. Just visit our Facebook page and request to 
join the group  

 

Copies of the July—August Upper Room Devotional 
magazine are available for pick-up in a plastic tub outside 
the atrium double doors.  Please do not leave cash or 
checks in the tub; simply add the cost of the devotional to 

your tithe.  Thank you. 

 

NEW!  Online Prayer Ministry 
 

One of the ways we can stay connected to each other is through 
prayer, as we pray with, and for, each other.  We are excited to 
debut our online prayer ministry!  We have a team of people 
ready to pray with you online, in real time, “in person” on 
Sundays and Thursdays from 9:00-9:30 am. 
 

The team will be praying with you via Webex.  During those two times you can enter 

the prayer line queue at  

https://firststcharlesunitedmethodistchurch.my.webex.com/meet/dbartley.   
 

One by one, you will be admitted from the “lobby” by the prayer team member.  
Please be patient if you do not get admitted immediately.  They are praying with 
someone and will reach out to you as soon as they can. 
 

NOTE:  If you will be using an iPad, iPhone, or other type of tablet or smartphone, you 
will need to install the free Cisco Webex Meeting App BEFORE you go online. 
 

We’re all learning together, and grace abounds! 
 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact Cathy Jarrell at 636-939-6930 or 
jarrellcm@gmail.com. 

mailto:jarrellcm@gmail.com
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In-person worship is canceled until further notice.  As of May 28, 
small—10 and under—weddings and funerals are permitted in our 
sanctuary. 
 

The administrative staff are working in the office during regular 
office hours, Monday-Friday.  Our pastors and other staff continue 
to work primarily from home.   
 

Please contact us at contact@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-947-
0066 if you need to meet with a pastor or a staff member. 

 

 Food Pantry Wednesdays — 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
 

 Our ministry partners at FISH Food Pantry and our Backpack Ministry team  
 continue to offer food assistance   

 

If you are already going out on Wednesdays between 8:00 and 11:00 a.m., please consider 
dropping off the requested items in the food pantry carts in our church parking lot. 
 

We also have a team ready to pick up items from your front porch on Tuesday afternoons. 
To schedule a pick-up, please call or text 512-680-6779 with your name and home address. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Kathy Avery at 636-541-0895. 
 

Requested items:   

 pancake mix smooth peanut butter (not chunky) jelly  

 canned fruit macaroni & cheese (individual serving cups) granola bars 

 fruit snacks snack-sized chips/pretzels bag/box pasta 

 instant potatoes canned chicken  canned tuna 

 canned carrots whole or diced canned tomatoes chili 

 tomato sauce canned pasta sauce Tuna Helper 

 cereal (kid friendly) hand soap 
 

 Thank you for your ongoing generosity! 

As we move from gathered to connected, 
your generosity allows us to stay connected 
online. Through your generosity, ministries 
of First St. Charles are able to continue 
during this time of uncertainty. Your 
generosity also allows us to stay connected 
online through online worship, daily 
devotionals, small groups and other online 
ministries. You can give online, mail your gift 
to the church office, or text 636-255-8819 to 
give. Thank you for your generosity and 
staying connected to our community of faith.  
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As of June 1, FIRST KIDS LEARNING CENTER is now  

FIRST KIDS EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER! 
 

We’re OPEN and are now enrolling for Summer and Fall 2020.  

We have expanded hours and programs for children aged 6 weeks old to 5 years old.   

Learn more at firststcharlesumc.org/first-kids. 

Classes meet every Sunday on Zoom.   
 

All kids in kindergarten through 5th grade  
are invited to join us! 

 

Sundays at 9:30 a.m.—Kindergarteners 
through 2nd graders 
meet on Zoom. 

 

Sundays at 10:30 a.m.—3rd graders through 
5th graders meet on 
Zoom. 

 

Please contact Children’s Minister, Meg Love,  
for more information at 

mlove@firststcharlesumc.org.  

 

 is a new online  

ible esson nd  experience 

for children 5th grade and younger 
beginning May 6. 

 

Please contact Children’s Minister, 
Meg Love,  

for more information at 
mlove@firststcharlesumc.org.  

Youth Groups 
 

Youth Group for 6th through 12th graders —  

   Sundays at 6:00 p.m. on Webex 
 

Soul Reset Small Group for 6th through 12th graders —  

   Sundays at 10 a.m. on Webex 
 

For more information, please contact Pastor Kate at khanch@firststcharlesumc.org. 


