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Metaphor and Meaning 
 

 Our very human search for metaphor and 

meaning—it’s a special challenge these days.  It’s 

also our job in the community of faith to help one 

another figure it out.  Four candidates from scripture 

are poking through the contours of my heart. 

  

 Exodus.  Could it be that we are living in a 

wilderness time of wandering as we move from one 

place of that we knew so well to the unknown next?  

Could it be that we are being called to trust in daily 

manna and God’s provision for each day?   

 

 Exile.  We didn’t ask for the pandemic.  It may 

have not taken us from our homes (just the 

opposite), but it has taken us from many of the 

places we like to live:  sports, concerts, church.  It 

will be a long time, even when we can return for in-

person worship when we will be able to safely sing 

the songs of Zion. 

 

 Crucifixion.  The Covid-19 virus is causing death 

to be sure.  But it’s also leaving much loss in its wake.  

There is a loss of jobs, a loss of community, a loss of 

trust in our institutions, a loss of dreams.  Who among 

us can’t name something in this season that has felt 

like a death of something we enjoyed or hoped or 

loved? 

 

 Resurrection.  Of those things that the first 

Christians named as testimony to new life in Christ 

was the emptiness of the tomb, and there weren’t 

too many witnesses to that!  Even so, you know 

even if you haven’t seen it that our church building 

sits empty like a tomb.  Could it be that for now it is 

a witness to new life that is bursting forth by the 

power of God? 

 

 Exodus, Exile, Crucifixion, and Resurrection.  

These are what we might call primary metaphors for 

meaning in scripture.  They help us sort through and 

make sense of what we’re experiencing.  They are 

very truly means of grace, and I’m certain there are 

many more. 

 

What stories from scripture are helping you to sort 

through it all?   

 

May God who creates light, continue to shine in the 

darkness of these days. 

 

Blessings Always, 

 

Pastor Bart 
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Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 
Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Kate Hanch 
Rev. Keith Janis 

Margaret Love Jack McCormick 
Carolie Owens Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard Karla Curry 
Erica Coyne Patti Adams 
Kerri Johnson  Jim Nichols 
Stacey Davis Pat Williams 
Jenny LeGoff 

April 19-May 24—Faithful and Inclusive 
small group study 

April 22-May 27—Soul Reset small group 
study 

May 13-June 17—Galatians Bible Study 
online small group study 

May 30—Emmaus and Chrysalis Gathering 
June 21-26,—Youth Mission Trip 
June 22-26,—Summer Day Camp 
June 29-July 3,—Vacation Bible School 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the May 27, 2020, Spire are 
due in the church office by May 20, 
2020. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Earl Cullom, loving companion of 
Dulcie Couillard, on April 23, 
2020. 

William (Bob) Neumann, who 
passed away on April 28, was 
husband of Ruth Neumann, and 
father of Kathy Yingling, Donna 
Petrilli, Gary Neumann. 

Jill Gesell, who passed away May 
1, 2020. 

Donald Downer, who passed away 
on May 1, 2020, was father of 
Dawn (Rick) Profitt, grandfather of 
Melissa Krekeler and great-
grandfather to Luke and Hailey 
Krekeler. 

Connie Forsheen, on May 11, 
daughter of Jim (Sue) Nichols. 

Our deepest sympathies are extended 
to the family and friends of those who 

have recently passed away: 

As we move from gathered to connected during the COVID-19 
pandemic, Pastor Bart has challenged each person at First St. 
Charles to make the 1-1-1 Call commitment. 
 
The 1-1-1 Call asks that you:  

• Participate in online worship WEEKLY  

• Call or video chat one person from the church DAILY  

• Share online worship on your social networks WEEKLY  
 
Make your commitment online at firststcharlesumc.org/
covid19-response/111-call. You can also join the Facebook 
group 1-1-1 Call Connections. Just visit our Facebook page and 
request to join the group  

As we move from gathered to connected, your generosity 
allows us to stay connected online. Through your generosity, 
ministries of First St. Charles are able to continue during this 
time of uncertainty. Your generosity also allows us to stay 
connected online through online worship, daily devotionals, 
small groups and other online ministries. You can give online, 
mail your gift to the church office, or text 636-255-8819 to 
give. Thank you for your generosity and staying connected to 
our community of faith.  
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ONLINE SMALL GROUPS 

 

Soul Reset is the perfect 6-week small group study to help us stay 

connected with each other, find peace and make new friends.   

It’s a perfect time to find time to connect more deeply with God. 
 

Wednesdays, April 22–May 27 

9:30-10:30 a.m. or 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

Learn more and register online at firststsharlesumc.org. 

If you have any questions, please contact Rev. Debby at 

dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org.   

 

Faithful and Inclusive is a 6-week online small group study that  

provides a resource to help us gain an understanding of how 

United Methodists can be both obedient to God’s Word  

and fully welcoming to LGBTQ+ persons in the church. 
 

Sundays, April 19–May 24 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
 

Learn more and register online at firststcharlesumc.org. 

If you have any questions, please contact Rev. Debby at 

dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org.   

 

Galatians Bible Study is a 6-week online small group study that  

will be taught by Pastor Bart.   

The class will be studying the book of Galatians,  

taking a chapter each week.   

The study is open to all. 
 

Wednesdays, May 13–June 17 1:00-2:00 p.m. 
 

Learn more and register online at firststcharlesumc.org. 
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 Recognizing Graduates 
 

The Graduation Edition of the Spire will be published on May 27, 2020.  We 

would like to include information on family members who are graduating 

from high school, college or any other advanced degree program. 
 

Please include: 

• The graduate’s full name 

• A recent picture 

• The degree they are obtaining 

• The school graduating from 

• Any future plans 

• The names of family members who are members of the church 
 

Please email your graduate's information by May 20 to pwilliams@firststcharlesumc.org. 
 

Graduates’ last names will be published in the Spire only.  We will use the graduates’ first 

names only on any video or external communications.  If you would like for your graduate to 

be recognized in an online video, please send seven (7) pictures from throughout your 

graduate’s life. 

 

NEW!  Online Prayer Ministry 
 

One of the ways we can stay connected to each other is through 
prayer, as we pray with, and for, each other.  We are excited to 
debut our online prayer ministry!  We have a team of people 
ready to pray with you online, in real time, “in person” on 
Sundays and Thursdays from 9:00-9:30 am. 
 

The team will be praying with you via Webex.  During those two times you can enter 

the prayer line queue at  

https://firststcharlesunitedmethodistchurch.my.webex.com/meet/dbartley.   
 

One by one, you will be admitted from the “lobby” by the prayer team member.  
Please be patient if you do not get admitted immediately.  They are praying with 
someone and will reach out to you as soon as they can. 
 

NOTE:  If you will be using an iPad, iPhone, or other type of tablet or smartphone, you 
will need to install the free Cisco Webex Meeting App BEFORE you go online. 
 

We’re all learning together, and grace abounds! 
 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact Cathy Jarrell at 636-939-6930 or 
jarrellcm@gmail.com.  

mailto:jarrellcm@gmail.com
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Friends at First 
 

Want to connect with the pastors and others in a safe space? 

Need to see a friendly face different from the people you are 

sheltering in place with? First St. Charles is offering a Church 

Check-In at 2 different times throughout the week. Pastor Debby 

and Pastor Kate will be in their Webex meeting rooms, and 

you’re welcome to pop in, say hi, and chat with others. This will 

be a place to connect with one another. Think of it as hanging 

out at your favorite coffee shop, but you provide your own snacks and don’t have to wear shoes. 

The pastors will have hosting privileges to protect online safety.  

 

• Pastor Debby will be online on Tuesdays from 1-2 pm. 

• Pastor Kate will be online on Thursdays from 8-9 pm.  

 

Contact Pastor Debby (dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org) or Pastor Kate 

(khanch@firststcharlesumc.org) for more information.  

 

We’ll also put links on social media when pastors are “live” as a gentle reminder.  

 

WEBEX INSTRUCTIONS:   Here are some helpful how-to videos to get you started <https://

firststcharlesumc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?

u=0b2005b8f95b3ae78089850f8&id=bccf09d4ce&e=253ad9b7be> . 

 

 Food Pantry Wednesdays — 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
 

 Our ministry partners at FISH Food Pantry and our Backpack Ministry team  
 continue to offer food assistance   

 

If you are already going out on Wednesdays between 8:00 and 11:00 a.m., please consider 
dropping off the requested items in the food pantry carts in our church parking lot. 
 

We also have a team ready to pick up items from your front porch on Tuesday afternoons. 
To schedule a pick-up, please call or text 512-680-6779 with your name and home address. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Kathy Avery at 636-541-0895. 
 

Requested items:   

 pancake mix smooth peanut butter (not chunky) jelly  

 canned fruit macaroni & cheese (individual serving cups) granola bars 

 fruit snacks snack-sized chips/pretzels bag/box pasta 

 instant potatoes canned chicken  canned tuna 

 canned carrots whole or diced canned tomatoes chili 

 tomato sauce canned pasta sauce Tuna Helper 

 cereal (kid friendly) hand soap 
 
 

 Thank you for your ongoing generosity! 

https://firststcharlesumc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0b2005b8f95b3ae78089850f8&id=bccf09d4ce&e=253ad9b7be
https://firststcharlesumc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0b2005b8f95b3ae78089850f8&id=bccf09d4ce&e=253ad9b7be
https://firststcharlesumc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0b2005b8f95b3ae78089850f8&id=bccf09d4ce&e=253ad9b7be
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Classes meet every Sunday on Zoom.   
 

All kids in kindergarten through 5th grade are 
invited to join us! 

 

Sundays at 9:30 a.m.— Kindergarteners 
through 2nd graders 
meet on Zoom. 

 

Sundays at 10:30 a.m.— 3rd graders through 
5th graders meet on 
Zoom. 

 

Please contact Children’s Minister, Meg Love, 
for more information at 

mlove@firststcharlesumc.org.  

 

 is a new online  

ible esson nd  experience 

for kindergarteners through 5th graders  
Beginning May 6. 

 

Please contact Children’s Minister, Meg 
Love, for more information at 

mlove@firststcharlesumc.org.  

Youth Groups 
 

 Youth Group for 6th through 12th graders —  

  Sundays at 6:00 p.m. on Webex 
 

 Soul Reset Small Group for 6th through 12th graders —  

  Sundays at 10 a.m. on Webex 
 

 For more information, please contact Pastor Kate 

  at khanch@firststcharlesumc.org. 

CLASSES 

RESUME  

MAY 18! 
Now enrolling for Summer and Fall 2020. 

We have expanded hours and programs 

for ages 6 weeks to 5 years. 

Learn more at  

firststcharlesumc.org/first-kids 

Elliot Jean Wright (Ellie) was born 
on May 5, 2020. 

 

Her proud parents are  
Kim & Justin Wright. 
Her grandparents are 

Paul & Debbie Mack and Jill & Jim Wright.   

Congratulations on your 

little blessing! 


