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As we’re all living into new ways of being church 

together, I thought you might be interested in some 

trends and new things happening in our family of faith. 

• Attendance online is up significantly!  For the 

Sundays starting with March 15th, it’s been, 

respectively:  499, 631, 835, 768, and 1138 (Easter).  

If you take out Easter, that’s an average of 683—a 

number much higher than last year’s average of 

527.  What’s more, our daily devotionals seem to 

be a big hit, averaging 566 views each day. 

• While giving overall has dipped, there is some 

good news:  over 45 new persons/families have 

signed up for online giving.  That brings to 34% of 

our givers who are currently giving online; that 

number is rising weekly.   

• We have applied for and have received $139,400 

through the Paycheck Protection Program.  75% of 

this money can be used to support those staff 

members (like our First Kids teachers), who have 

been furloughed; 25% can be used for utilities and 

interest on our building loan.   

 

I am also pleased to report that we are launching 

some new ministries: 

• We have a team, led by Jan Beckman that is 

specifically targeting church members and regular 

worshipers who are not connected with other small 

groups (Choir, Sunday School, UMW, etc.), and 

making sure that they get our 1-1-1 Calls in order to 

keep them connected to our church’s ministry.  

We don’t want anyone to fall through the cracks. 

• We are in the preliminary stages of launching a 

new online prayer ministry, led by Cathy Jarrell.  

Persons will be able to go to a WebEx chat room 

and join together for prayer. 

• We have launched a way for persons to drop off 

food donations for FISH.  This will be on 

Wednesdays at the church.  We also have persons 

who can pick up food from those who wish to 

make donations. 

• I will be starting on May 17th, a weekly WebEx Bible 

Study on Wednesday afternoons, from 1-2pm., for 

anyone who wishes to log on and join us.  It will be 

a 1-chapter/week study, and we’ll start with 

Galatians.   

• Dan Barnett is currently facilitating a six-week 

online small group study, “Faithful and Inclusive,” 

on Sunday evenings.  Pastor Debby is also currently 

facilitating a six-week online small group study, Soul 

Reset, on Wednesday mornings and evenings. 

• A couple of our Sunday morning classes are also 

meeting online, continuing to connect with one 

another while sheltered in their homes. 

• Our children and youth are meeting weekly online 

for bible study; in many cases this involves their 

parents as well. 

 

I’m convinced that during this time it will be critical 

that we:  

 1)  Offer the highest quality of online experience  

  of worship that we can.  

 2)  Stay highly connected to one another online,  

  by phone, and lettered mail. 

 3)  See as many people as possible shift to  

  recurring online giving. 

 4) Develop increasing numbers of ministries to 

 address our community’s shelter-in-place 

 needs. 

 

Those are my thoughts.  For now, stay safe and stay 

connected. 

Blessings always,   Pastor Bart 
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April 19-May 24—Faithful and 
Inclusive Small Group Study 

April 22-May 27—Soul Reset 
Small Group Study 

May 30—Emmaus and Chrysalis 
Gathering 

June 21-26,—Youth Mission Trip 
June 22-26,—Summer Day Camp 
June 29-July 3,—Vacation Bible 

School 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second 
and fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the May 13, 2020, Spire are 
due in the church office by May 6, 2020. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Our sympathies to David Smith, 
Elizabeth Grygo, Ansel and Astrid 
Smith on the death of Gerig Keller, 
who passed away on April 18, 2020.  
He was David’s grandson. 

Sympathy is extended to the family 
and friends of Judy Millham, who 
passed away on Thursday, April 19, 
2020, was wife of Warren Millham. 

Our deepest sympathies are extended 
to the family and friends of those who 

have recently passed away: 

As we move from gathered to connected during the COVID-19 
pandemic, Pastor Bart has challenged each person at First St. 
Charles to make the 1-1-1 Call commitment. 
 
The 1-1-1 Call asks that you:  

• Participate in online worship WEEKLY  

• Call or video chat one person from the church DAILY  

• Share online worship on your social networks WEEKLY  
 
Make your commitment online at firststcharlesumc.org/
covid19-response/111-call. You can also join the Facebook 
group 1-1-1 Call Connections. Just visit our Facebook page and 
request to join the group  

As we move from gathered to connected, your generosity 
allows us to stay connected online. Through your generosity, 
ministries of First St. Charles are able to continue during this 
time of uncertainty. Your generosity also allows us to stay 
connected online through online worship, daily devotionals, 
small groups and other online ministries. You can give online, 
mail your gift to the church office, or text 636-255-8819 to 
give. Thank you for your generosity and staying connected to 
our community of faith.  
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Soul Reset Small Group Study 
 

Everything was going fine . . . until it wasn't.  Does that sound familiar?  

Are you seeking ways to find peace in the midst of COVID-19?   
 

Soul Reset is the perfect 6-week small group study to help us stay 

connected with each other, find peace and make new friends.  It’s a 

perfect time to find time to connect more deeply with God. 
 

The study will help us learn to walk through our difficult seasons with our 

souls connected to the source of Living Water. 
 

• Session 1: Watch How I Do It – Jesus 

• Session 2: Knocking on God's Door – David 

• Session 3: It's Not All on Me – Mary and Martha 

• Session 4: Eat Something – Elijah 

• Session 5: Life in Crisis – Job 

• Session 6: Living in the Light – Judas and Peter 
 

The small group is offered online twice weekly. The sessions are identical, so you only register for 

one, not both. 

• Morning sessions: Wednesdays, April 22-May 27, 9:30-10:30 am 

• Evening session: Wednesdays, April 22-May 27, 6:30-7:30pm 
 

There is no homework!  Rev. Debby will facilitate the study. 
 

New to online video conferencing, or unsure if you can do this?  No worries.  Don’t let that stop 

you from joining us!  We’ll guide you through this.  If you use FaceTime, Skype, or Facebook 

Messenger, you’ll find this similar.  Let’s grow together learning new skills, as we grow together in 

Christ!  
 

You must sign-up online for the small group at FirstStCharlesUMC.org.  Before the small group 

begins, we will send you additional information and the link to the small group study.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Rev. Debby at dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org.   

 Operation Facemasks 
 

Members of our congregation are busily sewing facemasks to share with 

others.  Do you need a facemask or two?  Do you have spare 1/8” or 1/4” 

elastic in your sewing stash you could donate to the cause?   
 

We have a team willing to deliver facemasks to you or to pick up your extra 

elastic.  Our sewers are happy to make more, if they have more elastic. 

Only 1/8” or 1/4”, please.  Anything wider doesn’t work well. 
 

Please contact Pastor Debby if you need a facemask or if you have elastic to donate.  She 

can be contacted at dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org or 314-378-2171. 
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Faithful and Inclusive Small Group Study 
 

The United Methodist Church continues to struggle to find common ground regarding 
the inclusion of LGBTQ+ persons into the full life of the church.  This 6-week online 
small group study provides a resource to help us gain an understanding of how 
United Methodists can be both obedient to God’s Word and fully welcoming to 
LGBTQ+ persons in the church.    
 

The small group will meet online Sunday evenings, April 19-May 24 from 6:30-8:00 
pm.  There is no homework!  Dan Barnett will facilitate the study. 
 

New to online video conferencing, or unsure if you can do this?  No worries.  We’ll guide you through 
this.  If you use FaceTime, Skype, or Facebook Messenger, you’ll find this similar.  Let’s grow together 
learning new skills, as we grow together in Christ!  
 

You must sign-up online for the small group at FirstStCharlesUMC.org.  Before the small group 
begins, we will send you additional information and the link to the small group study.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Rev. Debby at dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org.   

 
 
 
 

Copies of the May-June Upper Room Devotional magazine are available for pick-up  
in a plastic tub outside the atrium double doors.   

 

Please do not leave cash or checks in the tub; add the cost of the devotional to your tithe. 
 

The Upper Room is also available online at www.upperroom.org.  Thank you. 

 FISH Food Pantry Donations 
 

Our ministry partners at the FISH Food Pantry continue to offer food assistance to 
individuals, families, and seniors who are living in poverty in St. Charles County.  Beginning 
April 15, we will resume collecting for FISH.  Every Wednesday morning from 8:00 to 11:00 
am our food collection tubs will be outside under the atrium’s covered drive through.   

 

If you are already going out, please consider picking up the items requested below and dropping them off on 
Wednesday mornings.   
 

We also have a team ready to pick up items from your front porch on Tuesday afternoons.  To schedule a pick-
up, please call or text 512-680-6779.  If you text, please be sure to include your name and home address. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Paul Boughton at boughstl@charter.net or 636-947-1301. 
 

Requested items:   

 cereal jelly tuna chicken 
 bag/box pasta instant potatoes hand soap 
 

 Thank you for your ongoing generosity! 
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Children’s Ministries at First St. Charles UMC 
The mission of providing Christian education, through Sunday school for children looks  

different but continues at First Saint Charles UMC.   

D C participates in the church sponsored, gospel 
filled, online Easter Egg Hunt for children. 

Cara and Annie celebrate Palm Sunday at home 
while worshipping online with First St Charles. 



6 

 

 
 
 
 

New Online Bible Study: 
 
 
 
 

A new, online 6-week bible study will be offered, on Wednesdays from 1:00—2:00 pm, beginning 
May 13 and running through June 17. 
 
We’ll be studying the book of Galatians, taking one chapter each week.  The study is open to 
anyone, and will be taught by Dr. Hildreth.  To register, please go to our church’s website 
www.firststcharlesumc.org.  Scroll to the bottom of the home page and click on the link for the 
class.  

 
 

First Kids Learning Center 
 
First Kids Preschool and Childcare may be physically closed at this 
time, but our teachers continue to reach out to students and parents. 
First Kids staff are providing lessons and activities for all children 6 
weeks – 5 years through online resources.   
 
Children and teachers have celebrated birthdays, Easter and The 
Week of the Young Child as well as providing academic instruction. 
 

First Kids is looking forward to re-opening as soon as it is safe to do so. In anticipation of 
this date, we are still planning for the Summer Session. 
 
Kerri Johnson, FirstKids Director 


