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A Holy Week Like None Other 

 
Today is the Wednesday before Maundy 

Thursday, before Good Friday, and before 

Easter Sunday.  And, it’s a Holy Week unlike any 

we’ve ever known!  Normally, we would be 

gearing up for 6 worship services, preparing 

music, prayers, sermons, and the details related 

to coordinating an Easter Egg hunt at Frontier 

Park.  Normally, for me at least, adrenaline 

would be flowing in anticipation of seeing 

1,000+ people. 

 

Not this year.  We’ve pre-taped and are 

editing worship services to post online.  We’ve 

completely closed the office (the only brief 

exceptions will be staff who pick up the mail 

once a week, make deposits, and pay bills).  

With our Governor’s shelter-in-place order 

we’re all working from home, trying to honor 

the strategy of keeping others safe by not 

risking being together.  This year is like none 

other. 

 

Except. . . maybe that first Holy Week.  Scripture 

tells us that with the arrest of Jesus most of the 

disciples hid themselves in homes, locked 

themselves in upper rooms, and pretty much 

tried to stay out of the public arena.  The 

exceptions, of course, seem to be Peter who 

hoped that while he was out no one would 

recognize him, Judas who betrayed them all, 

and the women who went about the business 

of seeing to the necessities of life and caring for 

the dead. 

 

And, through it all God was working to bring 

something utterly and uniquely new, working to 

conquer death and bring us life.  No matter 

what we may be feeling this week, our faith 

teaches us that God is working in our midst 

even now. 

 

We believe there will be life on the other side of 

this week and of this season.  You and I can 

expect that God will be there.  As Jesus 

promised, he goes before us to Galilee.  Galilee 

is where new life comes for the majority of the 

first believers.  It’s home; it’s where most of 

them lived.  May it be so for you and for me. 

 

Claiming Holy Week Promises, 

 

 

Pastor Bart 
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Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 
Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Kate Hanch 
Rev. Keith Janis 
Margaret Love 

Jack McCormick 
Carolie Owens 

Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard 

Karla Curry 
Erica Coyne 
Patti Adams 

Kerri Johnson 
Jim Nichols 

Stacey Davis 
Pat Williams 
Jenny LeGoff 

April 19-May 24—Faithful and 
Inclusive Small Group Study 

April 22-May 27—Soul Reset 
Small Group Study 

May 30—Emmaus and Chrysalis 
Gathering 

June 21-26,—Youth Mission Trip 
June 22-26,—Summer Day Camp 
June 29-July 3,—Vacation Bible 

School 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the April 22, 2020, Spire are 
due in the church office by April 15, 
2020. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Deidre Leitman passed away on March 
26, 2020. 

Nathan (Nate) Kniker, who passed 
away on Thursday, April 2, 2020, was 
husband of Alice Kniker, father of Jon 
(Jackie) Kniker, Jay (Carrie) Kniker 
and Alison (Greg) Farrah.  Nate was 
the grandfather of Naia Kniker, Ainsley 
Kniker, Danny Farrah and Nathan 
Farrah. 

Howard Kleine, on April 6, 2020, father 
of David (Mindy) Kleine and 
grandfather of William (Jessica) 
Kleine, and Mitchell Kleine.  

Our deepest sympathies are extended 
to the family and friends of those who 

have recently passed away: 

As we move from gathered to connected during the COVID-19 
pandemic, Pastor Bart has challenged each person at First St. 
Charles to make the 1-1-1 Call commitment. 
 
The 1-1-1 Call asks that you:  

• Participate in online worship WEEKLY  

• Call or video chat one person from the church DAILY  

• Share online worship on your social networks WEEKLY  
 
Make your commitment online at firststcharlesumc.org/
covid19-response/111-call. You can also join the Facebook 
group 1-1-1 Call Connections. Just visit our Facebook page and 
request to join the group  

As we move from gathered to connected, your generosity 
allows us to stay connected online. Through your generosity, 
ministries of First St. Charles are able to continue during this 
time of uncertainty. Your generosity also allows us to stay 
connected online through online worship, daily devotionals, 
small groups and other online ministries. You can give online, 
mail your gift to the church office, or text 636-255-8819 to 
give. Thank you for your generosity and staying connected to 
our community of faith.  
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Soul Reset Small Group Study 
 

Everything was going fine . . . until it wasn't.  Does that sound familiar?  

Are you seeking ways to find peace in the midst of COVID-19?   
 

Soul Reset is the perfect 6-week small group study to help us stay 

connected with each other, find peace and make new friends.  It’s a 

perfect time to find time to connect more deeply with God. 
 

The study will help us learn to walk through our difficult seasons with our 

souls connected to the source of Living Water. 
 

• Session 1: Watch How I Do It – Jesus 

• Session 2: Knocking on God's Door – David 

• Session 3: It's Not All on Me – Mary and Martha 

• Session 4: Eat Something – Elijah 

• Session 5: Life in Crisis – Job 

• Session 6: Living in the Light – Judas and Peter 
 

The small group is offered online twice weekly. The sessions are identical, so you only register for 

one, not both. 

• Morning sessions: Wednesdays, April 22-May 27, 9:30-10:30 am 

• Evening session: Wednesdays, April 22-May 27, 6:30-7:30pm 
 

There is no homework!  Rev. Debby will facilitate the study. 
 

New to online video conferencing, or unsure if you can do this?  No worries.  Don’t let that stop 

you from joining us!  We’ll guide you through this.  If you use FaceTime, Skype, or Facebook 

Messenger, you’ll find this similar.  Let’s grow together learning new skills, as we grow together in 

Christ!  
 

You must sign-up online for the small group at FirstStCharlesUMC.org.  Before the small group 

begins, we will send you additional information and the link to the small group study.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Rev. Debby at dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org.   

 Operation Facemasks 
 

Members of our congregation are busily sewing facemasks to share with 

others.  Do you need a facemask or two?  Do you have spare 1/8” or 1/4” 

elastic in your sewing stash you could donate to the cause?   
 

We have a team willing to deliver facemasks to you or to pick up your extra 

elastic.  Our sewers are happy to make more, if they have more elastic. 

Only 1/8” or 1/4”, please.  Anything wider doesn’t work well. 
 

Please contact Pastor Debby if you need a facemask or if you have elastic to donate.  She 

can be contacted at dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org or 314-378-2171. 
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Faithful and Inclusive Small Group Study 
 

The United Methodist Church continues to struggle to find common ground 
regarding the inclusion of LGBTQ+ persons into the full life of the church.  
This 6-week online small group study provides a resource to help us gain 
an understanding of how United Methodists can be both obedient to God’s 
Word and fully welcoming to LGBTQ+ persons in the church.    
 

The small group will meet online Sunday evenings, April 19-May 24 from 
6:30-8:00 pm.  There is no homework!  Dan Barnett will facilitate the study. 
 

New to online video conferencing, or unsure if you can do this?  No worries.  We’ll guide you 
through this.  If you use FaceTime, Skype, or Facebook Messenger, you’ll find this similar.  
Let’s grow together learning new skills, as we grow together in Christ!  
 

You must sign-up online for the small group at FirstStCharlesUMC.org.  Before the small 
group begins, we will send you additional information and the link to the small group study.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Rev. Debby at dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org.   

 
 

 FISH Food Pantry Donations 
 

Our ministry partners at the FISH Food Pantry continue to offer food assistance to individuals, 
families, and seniors who are living in poverty in St. Charles County.  Beginning April 15, we will 
resume collecting for FISH.  Every Wednesday morning from 8:00 to 11:00 am our food collection 
tubs will be outside under the atrium’s covered drive through.   
 

If you are already going out, please consider picking up the items requested below and dropping 
them off on Wednesday mornings.   
 

We also have a team ready to pick up items from your front porch on Tuesday afternoons.  To 
schedule a pick-up, please call or text 512-680-6779.  If you text, please be sure to include your 
name and home address. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Paul Boughton at boughstl@charter.net or 636-947-1301. 
 

Requested items:   

 cereal jelly tuna chicken 
 bag/box pasta instant potatoes hand soap 

 

Thank you for your ongoing generosity! 


