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The Methodist Church Divided 
 

Some context.  For 50+ years, United Methodists 

have been divided around who we include or 

exclude, how we interpret scriptures, and how we 

can live with our differences.  This has been 

particularly the case where it concerns LGBTQ+ 

persons.  In March of last year, on the heels of our 

last United Methodist General Conference, I 

preached two sermons specifically on this issue.  The 

March 3rd sermon has been, to date our most 

watched sermon.  You can still find it at:  https://

tinyurl.com/marchsermon 

 

Then, in June of last year, our Leadership Board and 

Staff unanimously presented to the congregation 

the following statement:   

“Methodists have been struggling to find 

common ground on the full inclusion of LGBTQ+ 

persons in the church. As many Methodists 

continue to seek healing and answers, we know 

that anxiety deferred is not the same as anxiety 

managed. In that light, our Leadership Board 

and staff join the witness of United Methodists 

who welcome people of all sexual orientations 

and gender identities into the full life of the 

church” 

 

More recently.  This past week, a group of 16 

persons representing a wide spectrum of United 

Methodists put forth a proposal that would lead us 

beyond our impasse.  You may very well have 

heard word of it on the news.  In essence, it would 

provide a pathway for those United Methodists who 

do not believe in full inclusion of all persons into the 

life of the church to leave the United Methodist 

Church and develop new forms of a separate 

Methodist Church.  You can find our MO 

Conference Bishop, Bob Farr, commenting on it 

here, as well as links to the actual proposal. 

https://tinyurl.com/missouristatementumc 

 

The future.  What does this all mean?  What might it 

mean for us at First St. Charles?  For starters, this is a 

proposal.  It’s not actual legislation.  It has a long 

way to go before it can be voted on in our General 

Conference this coming May 2020.  That having 

been said, I’m CAUTIOUSLY optimistic—with clear 

emphasis on the “caution”.  I am urging everyone 

to take a deep breath and not count any 

unhatched chickens just yet.  However, this is the 

first proposal that has buy-in from all the various 

parts of the spectrum.  It would provide for a 

“graceful” divorce (in as much as disunity in the 

body can ever be merciful).   

 

If, and it’s a big “IF,” the contours of this proposal 

come to pass it would mean that our church would 

have to do nothing, take no vote, would still remain 

United Methodist, and would have opportunity to 

live into an inclusive future, reaching all those 

persons in our mission field to whom God would 

lead us. 

 

As for me and my house, we’re praying, exercising 

our voice where we can, and building relationships 

with all persons, as God gives us opportunity.  I urge 

you to do the same. 

  

Blessings always, 

 

 

Bart 

https://tinyurl.com/marchsermon
https://tinyurl.com/marchsermon
https://tinyurl.com/missouristatementumc
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Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 
Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Kate Hanch 
Rev. Keith Janis 

Margaret Love Jack McCormick 
Carolie Owens Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard Sharon Byers 
Karla Curry Erica Coyne 
Patti Adams Kerri Johnson 
Jim Nichols Stacey Davis 
Pat Williams Jenny LeGoff 

January 8, 2020—God and 
Family Program begins 

January 12, 2020—The Way 
Forward Community meeting 

January 13, 2020—SAM 
Luncheon 

February 2, 2020—Youth Chili 
Lunch Fundraiser 

February 19, 2020—God and 
Family Program pizza party 

February 29, 2020—LEAP 2020 
Youth Conference at First St. 
Charles 

June 21-26, 2020—Youth 
Mission Trip 

June 22-26, 2020—Summer 
Day Camp 

June 29-August 3, 2020—
Vacation Bible School 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the January 22, 2020, Spire 
are due in the church office by January 
15, 2020. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Bennett Henkey, who passed 
away on December 22, was 
husband of Rebecca Henkey and 
father of Tom Henkey. 

Mary L. Cox, who passed away on 
December 25, was mother of John 
(Carolyn) Cox and grandmother to 
John and Michael Cox. 

Our deepest sympathies are extended 
to the family and friends of those who 

have recently passed away: 

Two Groups Support and Advocate for 

the LGBTQ+ Community 
 

Two groups are now meeting at First St. Charles UMC to 

provide support and advocacy for the LGBTQ+ 

community.   
 

 The Way Forward Community is a group of family, 

friends, and supporters of LGBTQ+ persons.  Their next 

gathering is Sunday, January 12, 2020, 6:30-7:30 pm in 

Room 301.  The guest speaker will be Nicki Reinhardt-

Swierk, who is the Social Justice/Literacy Coordinator 

at Manchester UMC and a board member with 

Missouri Reconciling Ministries. 

 A second group is an informal gathering of LGBTQ+ 

persons that meets at an offsite location to insure 

confidentiality.   
 

At both groups, all are safe, welcome, and wanted.  If 

you would like further information about either group, 

please see any of our pastors. 

Men’s Breakfast Group Meets 
January 11 

 

The Men’s Breakfast Group meets on the 
second Saturday of each month in Wesley Hall for breakfast and 
fellowship.  All men of the church are invited.  Please join us at 
8:00 am on Saturday, January 11. 

 

GriefShare Support Group — January 7 
 

Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you?  Do 

you know someone else who is?  Find comfort and support 

at GriefShare, a special weekly support group designed to 

help you rebuild your life after losing a loved one.   
 

The group will meet Tuesdays, 9:30-11:30 am, for 13 weeks, 

beginning January 7, 2020.  The group will be facilitated 

by Rev. Debby Bartley.  We know it hurts, and we want to 

help.  Please register online at www.griefshare.org. 
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SCENES FROM 

THE CHRISTMAS 

CARNIVAL 

 

Over 100 children and adults enjoyed 

fellowship and fun on December 6 and 

December 7. 
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The Children celebrated the birth of Christ 

with Christmas carols. 

Nearly 150 people enjoy the 4:00 pm 

worship service.  

Families enjoy time together, the Christmas 

story, communion and candlelight 

The Key boys worked together  

on the craft 
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Winter Emergency Warming Center 
 

This winter we will again serve, along with other local churches, as a warming 
center for homeless men and women when overnight temperatures are 
predicted to be 20 degrees or below.  This is part of a Tri-County effort to save 
lives during these dangerously cold nights.  Participating churches take turns 
serving for a few weeks during mid-November through mid-March. 

 

There are several opportunities to participate each night when First St. Charles serves a  warming center: 
 Setup Wesley Hall Greet & register our guest 
 Serve on one of the overnight shifts Clean up Wesley Hall in the morning 
 Wash sheets and pillowcases. 
 

We are hosting on 
January 12—January 17, 2020, and February 16—February 21, 2020, and 

March 15—March 20, 2020. 
 

Overnight shifts are approximately 3 hours beginning at 8:30 pm, ending at 8:30 am; you can serve for one 
evening or multiple evenings during our weeks.  All volunteers will be given training and must be Safe 
Sanctuary certified, an easy process that can be done online. 
 

Please prayerfully consider being a part of this life-saving ministry.  If you are interested or have questions, 
please contact  
  John Foster at 636-288-8887  kayakwhitewaterpaddle@yahoo.com 
 or Rev. Debby  at 636-947-0066 dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org. 

Leap 2020 at First St. Charles UMC 
 

I (Kate) have been on the planning committee for LEAP 2020, 

a one-day conference/worship experience that will be 

located here at First St. Charles all day Saturday, leap day, 

February 29! This is the first time the Missouri conference has opted to have winter retreats at 2 

locations to accommodate more students—one in the Kansas City area and one here. Here in St. 

Charles, will be Methodist youth groups from the eastern part of the Missouri conference as well as 

Illinois. We have a guest preacher and band from Greenville College who will lead our worship 

experiences. We will also have games, meal packing with Rise Against Hunger, and engaging 

workshops for students, including a workshop just for seniors. I’m so excited that we can host this 

conference in our newly renovated space. This allows youth to interact with one another, and adult 

leaders to network and uplift each other. Thank you for your generosity and hospitality in enabling 

this to occur. The new space makes this possible. 

 

To help this conference be successful, I do need your help! We will be serving two meals (lunch and 

dinner), and will need some additional help with registration, games, and hospitality (helping 

students find out where they need to be). If you are interested in serving in this one-day event for 

either a certain time segment, or the whole day, please contact me at 

khanch@firststcharlesumc.org. All leaders working with youth must be safe-sanctuary certified.  

mailto:khanch@firststcharlesumc.org
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UMW Reading Program 
 

New books have been purchased for the 2020 Reading Program.  They are 
cataloged and are on the shelf in the library.  Information about the UMW 
Reading Program can be found in the UMW Program Book. 
 

Books from the 2015—2020 WMY reading lists can be read and will count 
toward certificates.  Many books included in the Reading Program can be found 
at the public libraries as well. 
 

The following books were purchased: 

• Education for Mission: When Others Shuddered by Jamie Janosz 

• Leadership Development: The Weight of Mercy by Deb Richardson-Moore 

• Nurturing for Community: Glory Happening by Kaitlin Curtice 

• Spiritual Growth: Resist and Persist by Erin Wathen 

• Social Action: Storming the Wall by Todd Miller 

2020 

Summer Camp and Vacation Bible School 
 

Summer Day Camp June 22—26, 2020 
Registration for summer Day Camp 2020 is open.  The camp cost for the week 
is $125 per child.  Those who register before January 31, 2020, will receive a 
$25 discount.  To register your child or children, please go to 
www.firststcharlesumc.org and scroll to Upcoming Events. 
 

Vacation Bible School June 29—July 3, 2020 
Registration for VBS 2020 is not yet open.  The church’s website will be updated 
as details become available. 
 

If you have questions concerning Summer Day Camp or Vacation Bible School,  
please contact Children’s Minister, Meg Love, at mlove@firststcharlesumc.org.  

Summer Day Camp and 

Vacation Bible School 

   

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 
 

Ushers Are Needed at 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  We’re in need of ushers for 9:30 a.m. 
and 11:00 a.m. worship services. As an usher, you’ll greet guests, hand out bulletins, distribute 
the friendship registration, and help pass the offering plates during the service. If you’re ready to 
serve others during the 9:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. services, we want to hear from you. For more 
information, please contact Jim Keune at j_keune2002@yahoo.com. 

 

Hospitality Team Members Are Needed.  Are you willing to commit to serving others for as 
little as one hour a month? Our Hospitality Teams are in need of people like you to greet guests 
and help direct cars in the parking lot before and after worship services. If you’re ready to serve 
others and bring a smile to someone’s face, please contact Lindsey Willard for more information 
at lwillard@firststcharlesumc.org.  


