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ADVENT 
 
Technically and according to the liturgical 
calendar (the church’s way of counting time), 
this past Sunday was the last Sunday of the 
year.   
 
So, Happy New Year! 
 
Really, this next Sunday is the start of Advent 
and Advent for Christians is the start of it all—
all time and all that is real.  Our church has 
been decorated (mostly).  The bulletins have 
been prepared.  The music has been selected 
and rehearsed.  The sermons are ready to be 
preached.  All that’s left is the waiting. 
 
In the meantime, as I write this Thanksgiving is 
still ahead.  Or, as you read this, Thanksgiving 
has just happened.  And, this places us at the 
table between two important theological  

 
disciplines—between the gratitude that we feel 
and know we need to give, and the waiting for 
the Christ who we anticipate is yet to come.   
 
Is the glass (or chalice) half empty or half full?  
Or, does the cup overflow with both absence 
and presence? 
 
And the answer is. . . wait for it. . . YES! 
 
Blessings always, 
 
 
Bart 
 
 
PS.  The above piece was written as playful 
theology.  I seriously hope it gives you pause 
for reflection. 
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November 27—Youth prepare 
Thanksgiving dinner for needy 

December 1—GriefShare 
Session, 2:00 pm 

December 1—Blue Christmas, 
4:00 pm 

December 6, 7—Christmas 
Carnival 

December 7—Annual Cookie 
Walk 

December 15—Christmas 
Cantata 

December 18—Travelers’ 
Christmas 

December 24—Christmas Eve 
Services, 4:00, 7:00, & 9:00 
pm 

January 12, 2020—Way 
Forward Community meeting 

February 29, 2020—LEAP, 1-
day conference at First St. 
Charles UMC 

June 21-26, 2020—Youth 
Mission Trip 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the December 11, 2019, 
Spire are due in the church office by 
December 4, 2019. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

SPONSORS THE  

SWEETEST EVENT OF THE YEAR.  
 

Annual Cookie Walk  

December 7, 9:00 to 10:30 am  

or until the cookies are gone. 

Cookies are $6 per pound.  

Blue Christmas  
Worship Service 

 

During the holidays, especially, 
memories of past experiences and the 
pain of present reality can become 

overwhelming.  Our Blue Christmas Service provides a time 
when we can, in company with others, acknowledge the 
sadness we feel at Christmas time.  Join us in the Sanctuary 
on December 1, at 4:00 pm for a time of reflection, 
remembrance, prayers and communion.” 

 

 

Grieving?  Know someone who is? 
 

When you are grieving a loved one’s death, the holiday 

season can be especially painful. Our Surviving the Holidays 

session will offer suggestions to help you prepare for the 

holidays and even discover hope for the future.  The session 

will be December 1st from 2:00 until 4:00 p.m. in room 301. 
 

After the session, you are invited to join others in the 

Sanctuary for a time of reflection, remembrance, prayers 

and communion. 
 

Please register at www.griefshare.org/holidays or, for more 

information, please contact Rev. Debby Bartley at 

dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-947-0066. 
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A Manger Miracle 
 

Christmas Eve Worship for 
Children and Families 

 
Join us for a worship service 

designed specifically for 
families with children.   

The service will be held on 
Wednesday, December 18,  

at 6:00 pm for those who are 
traveling over the holidays  

and again on Christmas Eve, 
December 24, at 4:00 pm. 

 Music Led Worship 
 

Please join us as we celebrate the birth of Christ with the 
inspirational cantata, Have You Heard.  The chancel Choir will be 
leading worship through the music of Joel Raney at the 9:30 a.m. 
and 11:00 a.m. service on December 15.  You will enjoy eight 
arrangements of familiar Christmas carols, original music, 
scripture-based narration, and instrumentation with a Celtic flair.   
 

A few of these carols include: 
 “I Saw Three Ships,” “Away in a Manger,”  “O Holy Night,” and 

“Angels We Have Heard on High.”   
 

Please join us as we share the message of  
God’s gift of love to the world. 
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Christmas Carnival 
Mark your calendars!  Fun for all ages!   

 

At the Christmas Carnival, children, youth and their families will experience the following: 
 a 17 foot slide an Advent Picture Station 
 a Basketball Game a Bubble machine Card-making Booth 
 a Ducky Pond a Knock Down the Snowman Booth 
 Nativity Bingo An Obstacle Course and Sports Arena. 
 

The Christmas Carnival will be held on  
 Friday, December 6 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. and  
 Saturday, December 7 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.   
 

The carnival is free but pre-registration is recommended.  Please go to 
www.firststcharlesumc.org, scroll down to “Upcoming Events” and 
select the date and time your prefer.  If you have questions, please 
contact Children’s Minister Meg Love at mlove@firststcharlesumc.org. 

2019 Christmas Giving Tree 
 

It’s been our long-standing tradition to support our partner 

ministries through donations from the Christmas Giving Tree 

located in the Atrium.  This year we are supporting the teachers 

and staff at our partner school, Lincoln Elementary, by collecting $10 gift cards to Panera 

(St. Louis Bread Company), Aldi’s, Starbucks, Michaels or Office Max.   
 

The teachers and staff at Lincoln give selflessly of themselves everyday so that their 

children receive the best possible education and start in life.  Often, they dip into their 

own personal resources and money in order to supplement what the school district is able 

to provide.  This is our chance to say THANK YOU to them and offer our gratitude for all 

they do. 
 

Please take a stocking ornament from the Christmas Tree, purchase the requested gift 

card and bring your donation to the church office by Christmas Eve.  We have a basket in 

the church office to collect the gift cards.  Feel free to write a personal note of thanks to 

include with your gift card. 
 

Please limit the gift card amounts to $10.  This will help insure everyone is receiving the 

same amount.  If you wish to give more, please purchase additional $10 gift cards. 
 

Thank you so much for your ongoing generosity! 
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Two Groups Support and Advocate for the LGBTQ+ Community 
 

Two groups are now meeting at First St. Charles UMC to provide support 

and advocacy for the LGBTQ+ community.   
 

 The Way Forward Community is a group of family, friends, and supporters of LGBTQ+ 

persons.  Their next gathering is Sunday, January 12, 2020, 6:30-7:30 pm in Room 301.   

 A second group is an informal gathering of LGBTQ+ persons that meets at an offsite 

location to insure confidentiality.   
 

At both groups, all are safe, welcome, and wanted.  If you would like further information 

about either group, please see any of our pastors. 

 UMW Reading Program For 2020 
 

New books have been purchased for the 2020 Reading Program.  They are 
cataloged and are on the shelf in the library.  Information about the UMW Reading 
Program can be found in the UMW Program Book.  Books from the 2015—2020 
UMW reading lists can be read and will count toward certificates.  Many books 
included in the Reading Program can be found at the public libraries as well.   
 
The following books were purchased: 
 

• Education for Mission:  When Others Shuddered, by Jamie Janosz 

• Leadership Development:  The Weight of Mercy, by Deb Richardson-Moore 

• Nurturing for Community:  Glory Happening, by Kaitlin Curtice 

• Spiritual Growth:  Resist and Persist, by Erin Wathen 

• Social Action:  Storming the Wall, by Todd Miller 

Backpack Ministry 
 

It the time of the year to start collecting items for our Lincoln and Monroe backpack kids.  

Every Christmas break we send home extra food and a Christmas surprise.   
 

We are in need of donations of:  
children’s size toothbrushes &toothpaste  warm gloves 

warm stocking hats     Christmas Candy and treats,  

16 oz jars of creamy peanut butter  10 oz. boxes of cereal.   
 

Please bring your donations to the atrium no later than December 15. 
 

Thank you for your generosity. 
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Pecans and Honey for Sale 

 

The Methodist Men are selling pecans and honey for your holiday baking.  Both 
will be available in the atrium on Sunday mornings through December. 
 

The prices for the pecans and honey are 
 1 pound bag of pecans $12.00 12 oz. bear of honey $6.00 
 16 oz. jar of honey $7.00 1 quart jar of honey $15.00 
 

All proceeds will assist with mission projects.   
 

Questions? Please contact the church office at 636-947-0066 or Mike Menefee or Rich Suter. 

Pecans 

& Honey 

POINSETTIAS TO DECORATE THE SANCTUARY 

 
Pots are $10 each, 

May be given in memory or in honor of a loved one. 

 
Please complete the Poinsettia Request envelope found in the pews. Return your envelope with 

payment in the offering plate or to the church office.  

Those wishing to take your Poinsettia home may pick it up in the Atrium after Christmas. The 

deadline for ordering Poinsettias is Sun. December 8.  

WINTER EMERGENCY WARMING CENTER:    
 

This winter we will again serve, along with other local churches, in 

serving as a warming center for homeless men and women when 

overnight temperatures are predicted to be 20 degrees or below.  This 

is part of a Tri-County effort to save lives during these dangerously cold 

nights.   Participating churches take turns serving for a few weeks 

during mid-November through mid-March.  There are several 

opportunities to participate each night when First St. Charles serves as 

a warming center:  Setup Wesley Hall, greet and register our guests, 

serve on one of the overnight shifts, clean up Wesley Hall in the 

morning, wash sheets and pillowcases.  We are hosting 1/12-1/17/20, 

2/16-2/21/20, and 3/15-3/20/20.  Overnight shifts are approximately 3 

hours beginning at 8:30 pm, ending at 8:30 am; you can serve for one 

evening or multiple evenings during our weeks.  All volunteers will be 

given training and must be Safe Sanctuary certified (an easy process 

that can be done online).    Please prayerfully consider being a part of 

this life-saving ministry.  If you are interested or have questions, please contact John Foster 

(636-288-8887; kayakwhitewaterpaddle@yahoo.com) or Rev. Debby (636-947-0066; 

dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org). 
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