
  

 

A publication of First St. Charles United Methodist Church 
801 First Capitol Drive | St. Charles, MO  63301 

636-947-0066 | www.firststcharlesumc.org  

The Spire     
Volume 48  Number 18  September 25, 2019 

New Life Sprouting 
 
 

Quietly, unseen 
by many in our 
congregation, 
new life is 
sprouting in a part 
of our building 
that has not seen 
a great deal of 
hope over the last 
decade or so.  I’m 
talking about our 
youth ministry.  
Steadily, the 
numbers have 
been climbing.   
 
Just a couple of 
years ago, I was 
asked to 
substitute-teach 
on a Sunday 
night.  There 

were 3 students there.  They were great kids 
and we had a great conversation, but that’s 
what it had become.  Now, we’re regularly 
seeing 17, 18+ students on Sunday night.  
What’s more, this coming Sunday night is a 
game night for students and their families; the 
last game night had somewhere near 40 in 
attendance!   
 
We’re getting really close to the kind of critical 
mass that’s needed for our youth ministry to 
really take off.  I have no doubt that our 
newest Associate Pastor, Rev. Kate Hanch, has  

 
had a big part in it, but so have all of our 
student and adult leaders.  I have confidence, 
most of all, that the Spirit is blowing a fresh 
wind into our newly renovated ministry space 
and into the lives of our youth.   
 
Here’s something else new.  Starting Sunday, 
October 6th we will begin a new Confirmation 
Class.  This class is for students 6th grade and 
on.  Do you know any who you can invite?   
 
This year, they will make use of the “Confirmed 
Curriculum” from our United Methodist 
Publishing house, giving them a solid grounding 
in faith and in our unique Wesleyan heritage.  
Every year, a highlight has been their trip to 
experience other religious groups; this year, 
they will be visiting Sunni Muslim, Reformed 
Jewish, and Roman Catholic worship services.  
It’s been my experience that when we start to 
see how God can work in the lives of people 
different from us, we are at a place where God 
can work in our lives in new ways! 
 
Work Spirit.  Blow Spirit.  Bring your new life. 
 
We have a word for it. . . it’s called, 
“conversion.”  And, by God’s grace, it’s 
happening in our midst!  Are you excited?  I 
am. 
 
Blessings Always, 
 
Bart 
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Mark Brookshier, on September 
18, son of Rosalie Brookshier, 
brother of Becky (Wayne) 
Helton, uncle of Heather Helton 
and great-uncle of Olivia Helton. 

Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 
Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Kate Hanch 

Rev. Diane Menke Pence 
Rev. Keith Janis 
Margaret Love 

Jack McCormick 
Carolie Owens 

Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard 
Sharon Byers 
Karla Curry 
Erica Coyne 
Patti Adams 

Kerri Johnson 
Jim Nichols 

Stacey Davis 
Pat Williams 

Susan Sommerfeld 

September 29—Game Night 
for youth and their 
families 

October 12—Gateway 
Regional UMW Annual 
Meeting 

October 13—Church 
Conference 

October 13—Flu Shots 
October 17-20—Kairos 

Prison Ministry #19 
October 19—Festival of 

Sharing 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the October 9, 2019, Spire 
are due in the church office by October 
2, 2019. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends 

of those who have recently 
passed away: 

How will you help our students  

grow in their faith?  
 

One of my goals as a youth pastor is to equip our 

already great adult leaders to serve Christ by 

ministering to our youth. As Pastor Bart said in a 

sermon, I am seeking to make you heroes, as adults 

are the building blocks of our youth ministry.  
 

Your ministry can be through prayer, providing 

snacks, serving as a confirmation mentor, or helping 

with mission projects. Whether it’s behind the scenes 

or up front, weekly gatherings or occasional events, 
your ministry blesses our students’ lives! 
 

   Pastor Kate 

CHURCH CONFERENCE  
 

Our annual church conference will 

be held on October 13, 2019,  

at 12:15 pm  

in the multi-purpose room. 
 

All church members are 

encouraged to attend the 

Church Conference. 

Flu Shots 
 

The Visiting Nurses Association 
will be administering flu shots at 
First Church on Sunday, 
October 13.  Details and signup 
sheets will be available in the 
atrium on Sundays, September 
29 and October 6. 
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Lincoln Elementary School BBQ 
 

On Tuesday, September 17, over 250 students, 
families, teachers and staff from Lincoln Elementary 
School attended the Lincoln Back-to-School BBQ at 

First St. Charles. 
 

We were thrilled to host the school’s BBQ on our 
campus.  It was an evening of fun, delicious food, 

fellowship and children playing on large inflatables!  
 

We were pleased to be able to host Lincoln’s BBQ, and 
we are excited to be community partners with  

Lincoln Elementary School 
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Calling all Boomers!  And anyone else who 

admires Boomer music!  Join us as we explore the 

biblical themes in some of the best music ever 

written—top songs from the 1960s - 1990s.  
 

We’ll re-familiarize ourselves with the lyrics and 

music of popular songs from those years, the 

social climate that existed when the songs were released and recall the memories the 

songs bring back when we hear them played today.  One or two will even be played using 

the original 45 rpm format!  We’ll reflect on the spiritual messages the artists were trying to 

convey then and the spiritual meanings for us now.  
 

We’ll meet in Room 160 (TLC A) from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. on every other Tuesday for 4 sessions 

starting September 24.  Please sign up in the church office, online at firststcharlesumc.org, or 

with Bob Beckman 636-947-9023 or Ed Pence 217-549-6264. 

 

 

 

Hurricane Disaster Relief 
 

When disaster strikes around the globe, UMCOR is prepared to respond 

immediately.  Since 1940, when UMCOR’s forerunner was established to meet 

the needs of those suffering overseas at the onset of World War II, they have 

continued to respond to those in desperate needs—today throughout more 

than eighty countries around the world.  UMCOR US Disaster Response is 

currently providing assistance to hurricane victims.   
 

Please join us in prayer for the affected areas and consider giving to UMCOR 

Disaster Response to support these efforts.  You may give online at 

www.umcor.org or make a check payable to First St. Charles UMC and put 

UMCOR on the memo line. 
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Showers of Blessing 
 

Showers of Blessing is in need of the following items: 
• Men’s undershirts with sleeves—sizes medium, large and X-large 
• Men’s socks  Men’s shoes—all sizes 
• Men’s belts  Bug spray 

 

Please bring your donations to the metal shelves in the atrium. 
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 Festival of Sharing: October 19 from 9 am-2 pm 
 

We will be participating in the Festival of Sharing in Ferguson, MO, 

for the third year in a row!  You can help participate in one of 

three ways, or all three ways! 
 

1. Donate supplies for kits that will be collected and distributed to 

agencies within our local St. Louis region.  We have decided to 

focus on Missouri Family Food boxes, which include the following items:   

canned fruits   canned vegetables  canned chickens 

1lb boxes of spaghetti macaroni and cheese  can of pasta sauce 

     jar of peanut butter 
 

2. Attend Youth Group on October 13 from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. to help organize kits, 

and enjoy a special shopping trip to provide additional kits for donation. 
 

3. Attend the actual event on October 19th.  We will drop off the kits and pack meals 

as we have done in the past.  However, new to ShareFest this year, groups will be 

sent to various food pantries to make deliveries.  Further information about 

traveling to Ferguson will be made available in the coming weeks. 
 

Everyone—not just youth—is invited to donate supplies.  

Please drop them off to youth rooms, which are Life Centers A & B. 
 

 Thanksgiving Dinner: November 27th 
 

We will serve a meal to members in our community who may 

need a Thanksgiving meal.  This will be our third annual 

Thanksgiving Dinner.  It was a lot of fun last year and will be this 

year, too!   
 

This event continues to grow every year, and it’s exciting to share our gifts with 

members of our community who may be in need.  Stay tuned for more details! 

Childcare Workers Needed  
on Sunday Mornings 

 

Childcare workers are needed for Sunday morning.  There 
are volunteer and paid staff positions available.  The hours 
are 9:00 am to 12:00 noon.  Please email Meg Love at 
mlove@firststcharlesumc.org for more information. 
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A Games Night for Youth & Their Families 
 

We will have another game night on September 29th from 6:00 to 7:30 

p.m. for youth and their families, along with youth ministry leaders, in 

Life Centers A & B.  Families are encouraged to bring a snack, their 

favorite game, and enjoy fellowship and fun.  We also will have a brief devotional 

and learn about upcoming events.  

Confirmation 
 

Join us for an exciting class starting the first week of October!   
 

During Confirmation, students will practice  

 spiritual disciplines, 

 learn about the history and theology of Methodism,  

 experience religious immersions through class trips, and  

 discover what it means to be a follower of Christ.   

 

If you are a youth, or a parent of a confirmation-age youth interested in 

this opportunity to grow in faith, this is for you.  Please contact Kate Hanch 

for more information at 636-947-0066 ext. 112. 

 

Bridge Players Wanted 
 

The First Wednesday Bridge group is looking for  
men or women who play bridge  

to join them on the first Wednesday of each month  
at 1:00 pm in room 300.   

 

Regulars and substitutes are needed.   
 

If you are interested, please call the church office, 636-947-0066. 
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Kairos Prison Ministry 
 

God calls us to visit those in prison and Kairos Prison Ministry is a well-established and well-
organized answer to this calling.  Kairos #19 at the Potosi Correctional Center will be held October 
17-20, 2019.   
 

For more information about this ministry and/or to make a donation, please call Dave Raposo at 
636-284-9328.  Most importantly, we need your prayers!  Thank you, First Church, and may God 
bless you for your past and continued support of this ministry!!  For more detailed information, go to 
www.kairosprisonministry.org or www.missourikairos.org. 

The former Ms Aimie B’s property has been sold to an individual who is now living 
there.  The first row of parking spaces, which are the spots closest to the house, 
belong to the residence.   
 

Let’s be good neighbors.  PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN THE FIRST ROW. 

  
 

Two New Small Groups Have Formed 
 

Two small groups have formed at First St. Charles UMC to provide support and advocacy 
for the LGBTQ+ community. 

• The first is a group of family and friends of LGBTQ+ persons.  This group meets at the church. 
• The second group is an informal gathering of LGBTQ+ persons that meets at an outside location 

to insure confidentiality.   
If you are interest in participating in either of these groups, please see any of our pastors for further 
information. 

First Kids Fall Registration Is Open 
 
First Kids Learning Center serves children ages 6 weeks to 5 years.  We are 
settled into our new spaces.  For more information about First Kids Learning 
Center, please see firststcharlesumc.org/first-kids. 


