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It’s An Exciting New World 
 

 This past Sunday we consecrated our newly 

renovated space that we call “The Learning 

Center,” we celebrated with great music, we 

feasted on a plentiful potluck meal, and we 

played with carnival games and 

entertainment.  It was a very good day in the 

life of our church marking a new beginning 

and some significant changes in the ways that 

God is leading us forward. 

 

 Last night I experienced the tremors of a 

paradigm shift that is coming our way as well.  I 

met with a couple who have been worshiping 

with us for a several months now.  They’ve 

enjoyed our good music, listened to sermons, 

and learned surprising a lot about us.  We met 

in my office to talk about a baptism for their 

newborn daughter.  I love such conversations 

and always feel privileged that you make it 

possible for me to share in such holy 

happenings. 

 

 What made this unique and paradigm-

shifting was that, while they have worshiped 

regularly with us, last night was the first time 

they have literally stepped foot in our building!  

They knew who I was, but it was the very first 

time they had seen me in person.  Up until now 

they had been worshiping exclusively on-line!   

 

 They had searched us out, researched us, 

connected with us, and had been worshiping 

with us without ever coming to be with us in 

person.  I feel like I’ve stepped down into a 

rabbit hole and discovered a whole new world.  

I don’t know fully what it means, but I want to 

embrace the changes and am excited to see 

how together we can find ways to be church 

for this couple and for people like them. 

 

 It’s an exciting new world and “gathering 

new people for Christ” is fast-changing.  

Indeed, some of the changes are in the 

physical space of our ministry—but many of the 

best changes are happening in a virtual-ly new 

world! 

 

Praise be to God for it all! 

 

Blessings, 

 

 

Bart 
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Hazel Stanley, on September 1, 

2019, wife of Tillman Stanley and 

mother of Beth Stanley.  
 

 Mary Embry on September 4 
 

Beverly Willard on September 8, 

mother of Chris (Lindsey) Willard 

and grandmother of Billie, 
Marisa and Sandie Willard.   

 

David Morris, on September 10, 

husband of Janet Morris, father 

of Tracy (Jeff) Paitz, David 

(Jessica) Morris, Jr., Lauren 

(Matt) Prost, Sonya Nigh and 

Lesley (Anthony) Hines, son of 

Anita Morris, brother of Dusty 
(Diane) Morris and Lisa (Bob) 

Jackson. 
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Stacey Davis 
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Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the September 25, 2019, 
Spire are due in the church office by 
September 18, 2019. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends 

of those who have recently 
passed away: 

 

Showers of Blessing 
 

Showers of Blessing needs volunteers to help on 
Wednesday mornings with our homeless ministry.  Tasks 
include setting up and preparing food, serving the 
homeless clients and cleaning up afterwards.  The 
program runs from 8:00 to 11:00 a.m., and we are 
generally finished by 11:30 a.m.  If you are interested, or 
have questions, please call Dianne Peters at 636-493-
9414 or Paul Boughton at 636-947-1301.  
 
Items currently needed: 
• Medium, large and X-large undershirts with sleeves. 
• Men’s socks 
• Men’s belts 
• Men’s shoes 
 
Bring your donations to the metal shelves in the atrium. 

Flu Shots 
 
The Visiting Nurses Association 
will be administering flu shots at 
First Church on Sunday, October 
13.  Details and signup sheets will 
be available in the atrium on 
Sundays, September 29 and 
October 6. 

 
The former Ms Aimie B’s property 
has been sold to an individual who 
is now living there.  The first row of 

parking spaces, which are the spots closest to 
the house, belong to the residence.   
 
Let’s be good neighbors.  PLEASE DO NOT 
PARK in the first row. 
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An Invitation to Join a Choir 
 

As the Summer Music Series comes to a close, the Sonrise 
Singers, Chancel Choir, and Methusiasm are gearing up for a 
new and exciting year.  This is the perfect time for new 
people to join us in the music department at First St. Charles.  
 

Here are some facts about the choirs at First St. Charles.   
 All choirs are open to those interested in singing.  No audition is required. 
 Sonrise Singers meets in the choir room at 7:30 a.m. each Sunday morning to 

rehearse for the 8:00 a.m. service. 
 Chancel Choir meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the choir room to 

rehearse for the 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. services. 
 Methusiasm, the youth choir, meets some Sundays at 5:00 p.m. in the choir 

room to rehearse for various services throughout the school year.  Members 
receive emails notifying when rehearsals will be held.  Their first rehearsal will 
be on September 15.  If you wish to join Methusiasm but can’t attend on 
September 15, please contact Carolie Owens. 

 

We hope many new members will join us this year.  
You will be blessed and so will we! 

 

Carolie Owens 
First St. Charles UMC Music Director 

 

Calling all Boomers!  And anyone else who 

admires Boomer music!  Join us as we explore the 

biblical themes in some of the best music ever 

written—top songs from the 1960s - 1990s.  
 

We’ll re-familiarize ourselves with the lyrics and 

music of popular songs from those years, the social climate that existed when the songs 

were released and recall the memories the songs bring back when we hear them played 

today.  One or two will even be played using the original 45 rpm format!  We’ll reflect on the 

spiritual messages the artists were trying to convey then and the spiritual meanings for us 

now.  
 

We’ll meet in Room 160 (TLC A) from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. on every other Tuesday for 4 sessions 

starting September 24.  Please sign up in the church office, online at firststcharlesumc.org, or 

with Bob Beckman 636-947-9023 or Ed Pence 217-549-6264. 
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First Kids Fall Registration Is Open 
 
First Kids Learning Center serves children ages 6 weeks to 5 years.  We plan to 
be settled into our new spaces as school begins this week.  For more 
information see firststcharlesumc.org/first-kids. 

To all the senior adults  
who have been coming to the S.A.M. lunches and activities: 

 

I want to let you know it’s time for me to say farewell.  After 17 years as Coordinator for Senior 
Adult Ministries (S.A.M.), I am stepping down.   
 

It’s been a great joy for me to serve you.  We’ve shared so much over the years:  meals, 
programs, travels, exercise class, missions, sorrows and joys, but most of all, love and prayers for 
each other. 
 

I want to thank everyone who has served, or is now serving, on the S.A.M. board for their great 
work.  You are the soul of this ministry.  Bless you. 
 

As of January 1, 2020, I will retire from the S.A.M. ministry.  I have been blessed to be the hands 
and feet of our savior.  My prayer is that someone will feel the call and step into my place and that 
S.A.M. will continue for many more years.  Listen to that voice and answer the call, “It is I Lord.” 
 

With all my love and prayer, 

Roemell Wood 

Lincoln Elementary BBQ 
 

 

We are excited to share that on Tuesday evening, September 17, we will be hosting the 

families and staff of Lincoln Elementary School as they gather on our parking lot to kick-off 

their school year with a BBQ.   

Lincoln is providing everything, and we are providing the 

location.  Our Methodist Men’s group graciously agreed 

to grill the meats.  More details will be forthcoming.   

 

In the meantime, please put the date on your calendar.  

We hope you can join us, meet our neighbors, and offer 

First St. Charles UMC’s radical hospitality to them. 
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Youth Ministry News 
 
How will you help our students grow in their faith?  

One of my goals as a youth pastor is to equip our already great adult leaders to serve Christ 

by ministering to our youth. As Pastor Bart said in a sermon, I am seeking to make you 

heroes, as adults are the building blocks of our youth ministry. Your ministry can be through 

prayer, providing snacks, serving as a confirmation mentor, or helping with mission projects. 

Whether it’s behind the scenes or up front, weekly gatherings or occasional events, your 
ministry blesses our students’ lives! 

        Pastor Kate 

 Confirmation 
 

 I’m trying to discern the best time to have confirmation to meet the 

needs of the greatest number of students. I’ve created a doodle poll 

so people can vote on what time works best for them. If your student is 

interested in confirmation this year (must be at least in 6th grade), 

please select what times work best for you here: https://doodle.com/

poll/a5encsfca3hkkpav. Confirmation begins the first week of October. 
Please make your selection by September 15.  

 Game Night 
 

We will have another game night on September 29th from 6:00 to 

7:30 p.m. for youth and their families, along with youth ministry 

leaders, in Life Centers A & B.  Families are encouraged to bring a 

snack, their favorite game, and enjoy fellowship and fun.  We also 

will have a brief devotional and learn about upcoming events.  

Additional Youth Ministry events are continued on the next page. 

HERE’S WHAT’S COMING UP IN YOUTH MINISTRY: 

https://doodle.com/poll/a5encsfca3hkkpav
https://doodle.com/poll/a5encsfca3hkkpav
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Youth Ministry News continued 

Mission Outreach  
 

 Festival of Sharing: October 19 from 9 am-2 pm 
 

We will be participating in the Festival of Sharing in Ferguson, MO, for the third year in 

a row!  You can help participate in one of three ways, or all three ways! 
 

1. Donate supplies for kits that will be collected and distributed to agencies within 

our local St. Louis region.  We have decided to focus on Missouri Family Food 

boxes, which include the following items:   

canned fruits 

canned vegetables 

canned chickens 

1lb boxes of spaghetti 

macaroni and cheese 

can of pasta sauce 

jar of peanut butter 
 

2. Attend Youth Group on October 13 from 6:00 to 

7:30 p.m. to help organize kits, and enjoy a 

special shopping trip to provide additional kits for 

donation. 
 

3. Attend the actual event on October 19th.  We will 

drop off the kits and pack meals as we have 

done in the past.  However, new to ShareFest this 

year, groups will be sent to various food pantries to make deliveries.  Further 

information about traveling to Ferguson will be made available in the coming 

weeks. 

 

Everyone (not just youth) is invited to donate supplies. Please drop them off to 

youth rooms (Life Centers A & B). 

 Thanksgiving Dinner: November 27th 
 

We will serve a meal to members in our community who may need a Thanksgiving 

meal.  This will be our third annual Thanksgiving Dinner.  It was a lot 

of fun last year and will be this year, too!   
 

This event continues to grow every year, and it’s exciting to share 

our gifts with members of our community who may be in need.  

Stay tuned for more details! 


