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Wow, you miss a couple of weeks and my 

what changes!  Beth and I returned from 

vacation last week (thank you for that time 

off, by the way).  Eagerly, I came into 

church and went exploring throughout The 

Learning Center.  I 

couldn’t believe how 

much had changed, 

how much looked 

different.  There was 

new furniture in every 

space.  There were 

directional signs on 

the walls, and there 

were wall hangings 

that made a colorful 

space even more 

inviting.  It was 

completely transformed. 

 

For that matter, just since this last Sunday 

there have been changes.  Outside the 

Gathering Space (where The Learning 

Center and the Sanctuary buildings meet), 

there has been some green plant material 

that has been placed on top of the white 

roof of that connector between Wesley 

Hall and Asbury.  It’s supposed to require 

very little care.  I, for one, think it looks 

great. 

 

We ARE a church on the move!  But, the 

building is not the point.  It’s a tool, a 

facility, an outward sign of an inward 

grace.  God is moving among us and 

changing who we are. 

 

Isn’t this the gospel 

message—a message of 

hope, a message of 

transformation, a promise 

to each of us of what is 

possible?  A number of 

you have commented 

that when I’m showing 

others the new building I 

seem excited.  And, so I 

am.  But, ask me about 

the excitement I get from 

seeing lives changed; of people who feel 

safe, welcomed, and wanted among us—

so much so that they open themselves to a 

new movement by God in their lives. 

 

Forget about it, you don’t need to ask.  I 

get so excited about seeing people 

changing by God’s grace that I can’t help 

but tell you about it.  Hang on! 

 

Blessings, 

 

Bart 
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September 8—Building 
Consecration and Grand 
Opening  

September 11—Exploring 
the Bible class begins 

September 11 & 12—
Oasis Tutor training 

September 17—Lincoln 
Elementary School BBQ 

September 24—Boomer 
Music class begins 

September 29—Game 
Night for youth and 
their families 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the September 11, 2019, 
Spire are due in the church office by 
September 4, 2019. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 

Parking on September 8 
 

Parking will be an issue on Sunday, 

September 8. 
 

Please find the article listing additional 

off-site parking spaces in this Spire. 

Come to the Building Consecration and 

Grand Opening of the Learning Center on 

September 8, following the 11:00 a.m. 

worship service. 
 

September 8th morning schedule 
8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship services 

9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 

12:00 p.m. Ribbon Ceremony in the Sanctuary 

Immediately following Potluck lunch in the Multi-Purpose 
Room; self-guided tours of The 
Learning Center; and circus 
entertainment throughout the 
building. 

 

Step right up for a ribbon cutting ceremony in the 
sanctuary at 12:00 p.m. (overflow seating, with live video 
feed, in the Multipurpose Room, if necessary) and then 

enjoy a delicious potluck in the Multipurpose Room.  You 
can also take a self-guided tour of the Learning Center 
where staff members will tell you more about the new 

spaces for children, youth, and adults. 
 

During the potluck, children and families will  
enjoy the circus fun!  There will be  

circus entertainers carnival games face painting 
balloon artists cotton candy 

and a workshop where kids will learn circus acts. 
 

Start planning what you will bring to the potluck and who 
you will bring with you to celebrate this momentous event! 
 

Here is the Potluck organization: 
 Last name A-G:  Main dish (meat or other entrée) 
 Last name H-M:  Cold side dish (salad, pasta, 

vegetable and fruit trays) 
 Last name N-S:  Dessert 
 Last name T-Z:  Hot Side Dish (pasta, 

casseroles, breads) 
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Parking on September  8 
 

Parking will be an issue on Sunday, September 8.  We have an arrangement with 
several businesses that allows us to park in their lots on Sunday mornings.  If you 
are able, please consider parking off-site so that our guests may park in our lot.  
You may park at 
 

 Enterprise Bank 
 PNC Bank 
 McCullough Law Firm across First Capitol 
 Veterinary office across First Capitol; please DO NOT block the entrance. 

 
We will have people available at the atrium entrance to help, should you wish to drop off your food 
for the potluck prior to parking your car.   

 

The former Ms Aimie B’s property has been sold to an individual who is 
now living there.  The first row of parking spaces, which are the spots 
closest to the house, belong to the residence.   
 

Let’s be good neighbors.  PLEASE DO NOT PARK in the first row. 

Lincoln Elementary BBQ 

Save the Date! 
 

We are excited to share that on Tuesday evening, September 17, we will be 

hosting the families and staff of Lincoln Elementary School as they gather 

on our parking lot to kick-off their school year with a BBQ.   

Lincoln is providing everything, and we are providing the 

location.  Our Methodist Men’s group graciously agreed to 

grill the meats.  More details will be forthcoming.   

 

In the meantime, please put the date on your calendar.  

We hope you can join us, meet our neighbors, and offer 

First St. Charles UMC’s radical hospitality to them. 



4 

 

Are You Curious about the Bible? 
 

This unique study is designed to promote biblical literacy, no matter your current knowledge of the Bible.  
The topics covered are 

1. What is the Bible? 
2. Introducing the Old Testament 
3. Introducing thee New Testament 

 

The study will meet Wednesdays, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. for 18 sessions 
beginning on Wednesday, September 11, 2019, and ending on 
Wednesday, March 18, 2020.  The facilitator is Dr. Bart Hildreth.   
 

The cost is $50 which covers class materials and a study Bible.  Please register online at 
www.firststcharlesumc.org or call the church office at 636-947-0066.  Childcare is available upon 
request.  

 

Showers of Blessing 
 

Showers of Blessing needs volunteers to help on Wednesday mornings with our homeless ministry.  
Tasks include setting up and preparing food, serving the homeless clients and cleaning up 
afterwards.  The program runs from 8:00 to 11:00 a.m., and we are generally finished by 11:30 a.m.  
If you are interested, or have questions, please call Dianne Peters at 636-493-9414 or Paul 
Boughton at 636-947-1301.  

An Invitation to Join The Journey Small Group 
 

The Journey Small Group is a group of young—and young at heart—

Christians who are at different points in their journey with God and are 

seeking to increase their love of Jesus and their neighbor.  
 

We meet Sunday mornings at 11:00 a.m. in room 304 which is on the upper 

level accessed by the stairs in the atrium. Room 304 is the last room on the right in the 

hallway which is above the church offices. 
 

The Journey Small Group is always seeking new people to join us on our journey.  Now is an 

especially good time to join as we begin a new series, Making Sense of the Bible, a study by 

Rev. Adam Hamilton. 

 

Note:  Because of the 11:00 a.m. start time, many members of the class attend the 9:30 a.m. 

worship service. 
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An Invitation to Join a Choir 
 

As the Summer Music Series comes to a close, the Sonrise 
Singers, Chancel Choir, and Methusiasm are gearing up for a 
new and exciting year.  This is the perfect time for new 
people to join us in the music department at First St. Charles.  
 

Here are some facts about the choirs at First St. Charles.   
 All choirs are open to those interested in singing.  No audition is required. 
 Sonrise Singers meets in the choir room at 7:30 a.m. each Sunday morning to 

rehearse for the 8:00 a.m. service. 
 Chancel Choir meets on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the choir room to 

rehearse for the 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. services. 
 Methusiasm, the youth choir, meets some Sundays at 5:00 p.m. in the choir 

room to rehearse for various services throughout the school year.  Members 
receive emails notifying when rehearsals will be held.  Their first rehearsal will 
be on September 15.  If you wish to join Methusiasm but can’t attend on 
September 15, please contact Carolie Owens. 

 

We hope many new members will join us this year.  
You will be blessed and so will we! 

 

Carolie Owens 
First St. Charles UMC Music Director 

 

Calling all Boomers!  And anyone else who 

admires Boomer music!  Join us as we explore the 

biblical themes in some of the best music ever 

written—top songs from the 1960s - 1990s.  
 

We’ll re-familiarize ourselves with the lyrics and 

music of popular songs from those years, the social climate that existed when the songs 

were released and recall the memories the songs bring back when we hear them played 

today.  One or two will even be played using the original 45 rpm format!  We’ll reflect on the 

spiritual messages the artists were trying to convey then and the spiritual meanings for us 

now.  
 

We’ll meet in Room 160 (TLC A) from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. on every other Tuesday for 4 sessions 

starting September 24.  Please sign up in the church office, online at firststcharlesumc.org, or 

with Bob Beckman 636-947-9023 or Ed Pence 217-549-6264. 
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First Kids Fall Registration Is Open 
First Kids Learning Center serves children ages 6 weeks to 5 years.  We plan to be settled 
into our new spaces as school begins this week.  For more information see 
firststcharlesumc.org/first-kids. 

OASIS Reading Program at Lincoln Elementary School 
 

Do you love to read?  How about sharing your love of reading with students at our 
partner school, Lincoln Elementary?!  This is one of the best, and rewarding, 
ways, to get to know our partner school and its students. 
 

The St. Charles School District partners with OASIS Tutoring, and I have been 
privileged to be a part of the program for the past two years.  I am looking forward to being a part of the 
program again this school year. 
 

If this sounds like something you would be interested in, you can find out more at the OASIS’ website, 
https://www.oasisnet.org/St-Louis-MO/Tutoring, or by calling Oasis at 314-995-9506.  Training is 
provided for the volunteer tutors.  The training dates are September 10 and 11. 
 

First St. Charles is committed to being in ministry with our neighbors at Lincoln Elementary 
School.  I invite you to consider this opportunity, and together we will make a difference in the 
lives of children in our neighborhood. 
 

Rev. Debby Bartley 

To all the senior adults  
who have been coming to the S.A.M. lunches and activities: 

 

I want to let you know it’s time for me to say farewell.  After 17 years as Coordinator for Senior 
Adult Ministries (S.A.M.), I am stepping down.   
 

It’s been a great joy for me to serve you.  We’ve shared so much over the years:  meals, 
programs, travels, exercise class, missions, sorrows and joys, but most of all, love and prayers for 
each other. 
 

I want to thank everyone who has served, or is now serving, on the S.A.M. board for their great 
work.  You are the soul of this ministry.  Bless you. 
 

As of January 1, 2020, I will retire from the S.A.M. ministry.  I have been blessed to be the hands 
and feet of our savior.  My prayer is that someone will feel the call and step into my place and that 
S.A.M. will continue for many more years.  Listen to that voice and answer the call, “It is I Lord.” 
 

With all my love and prayer, 

Roemell Wood 
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Youth Ministry News 
 

It’s wonderful getting to know our youth and their families.  This fall, I am looking forward to 

kicking off confirmation meetings, attending our students’ extracurricular activities, and 

walking alongside them as they grow in Christ.  Pastor Kate 
 

 

Here’s what’s coming up in youth ministry: 

 Help with Carnival Games on Consecration Sunday on September 8 
 

During consecration Sunday, we are asking youth to help with 

carnival games and handing out prizes.  We will have 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday school during the service, where we’ll also eat pizza for lunch. 

Following worship, we will return to the sanctuary (or the Multipurpose 

Room) to see the ribbon ceremony.  Then, after the ribbon ceremony 

at 12:15 p.m., the youth will help run the games.  We would like 10 

youth to help run the games and hand out prizes.  
 

If you are interested, please talk to Pastor Kate. 

 Confirmation 
 

I’m trying to discern the best time to have confirmation to meet the 

needs of the greatest number of students.  I’ve created a doodle poll 

so people can vote on what time works best for them.  If your student is 

interested in confirmation this year (must be at least in 6th grade), 

please select what times work best for you at https://doodle.com/poll/
a5encsfca3hkkpav 

 Game Night 
 

We will have another game night on September 29th from 6:00 to 

7:30 p.m. for youth and their families, along with youth ministry 

leaders, in Life Centers A & B.  Families are encouraged to bring a 

snack, their favorite game, and enjoy fellowship and fun.  We also 

will have a brief devotional and learn about upcoming events.  

Additional Youth Ministry events are continued on the next page. 

https://doodle.com/poll/a5encsfca3hkkpav
https://doodle.com/poll/a5encsfca3hkkpav


8 

 

Youth Group Cancellations 
 

There will be no Sunday evening youth group on  
• Sunday, September 1 because it is Labor Day weekend 
• Sunday, September 8 because it is the Consecration of the Learning Center day. 

Youth Ministry News continued 

Mission Outreach  
 

 Festival of Sharing: October 19 from 9 am-2 pm 
 

We will be participating in the Festival of Sharing in Ferguson, MO, for the third year in 

a row!  You can help participate in one of three ways, or all three ways! 
 

1. Donate supplies for kits that will be collected and distributed to agencies within 

our local St. Louis region.  We have decided to focus on Missouri Family Food 

boxes, which include the following items:   

canned fruits 

canned vegetables 

canned chickens 

1lb boxes of spaghetti 

macaroni and cheese 

can of pasta sauce 

jar of peanut butter 
 

2. Attend Youth Group on October 13 from 6:00 to 

7:30 p.m. to help organize kits, and enjoy a 

special shopping trip to provide additional kits for 

donation. 
 

3. Attend the actual event on October 19th.  We will drop off the kits and pack meals 

as we have done in the past.  However, new to ShareFest this year, groups will be 

sent to various food pantries to make deliveries.  Further information about 

traveling to Ferguson will be made available in the coming weeks. 

 Thanksgiving Dinner: November 27th 
 

We will serve a meal to members in our community who may need a Thanksgiving 

meal.  This will be our third annual Thanksgiving Dinner.  It was a lot 

of fun last year and will be this year, too!   
 

This event continues to grow every year, and it’s exciting to share 

our gifts with members of our community who may be in need.  

Stay tuned for more details! 


