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Come to the Building Consecration and Grand Opening of  
The Learning Center on September 8,  

following the 11:00 a.m. worship service. 
 
Step right up for a ribbon cutting ceremony in the sanctuary at 12:00 p.m. and then enjoy a 
delicious potluck in the Multipurpose Room.  You can also take a self-guided tour of the 
Learning Center where staff members will tell you more about the new spaces for children, 
youth, and adults. 
 
During the potluck, children and families will have the greatest fun on earth! Enjoy circus 
entertainers, carnival games, face painting, balloon artists, a workshop where kids will learn 
circus acts, and cotton candy.  
 
For the potluck, please plan to bring 1.5 dishes to be sure we have enough for guests! The 
church will provide the drinks. Please bring a dish according to your last name. 
 
 Last Name A-G: Main Dish (Meat or other entrée) 
 Last Name H-M: Cold Side Dish (salad, pasta, vegetable and fruit trays) 
 Last Name N-S: Dessert 
 Last Name T-Z: Hot Side Dish (pasta, casseroles, bread) 

(Continued on page 2) 
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August 13—Living Faithfully 
Small Group begins 

August 27—Celebration of 
Discipline class begins 

August 27—Oasis Tutor 
informational meeting 

September 8—Building 
Consecration and Grand 
Opening  

September 11—Exploring the 
Bible class begins 

September 11 & 12—Oasis 
Tutor training 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the August 28, 2019, Spire 
are due in the church office by August 
21, 2019. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 
Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 

Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Kate Hanch 

Rev. Diane Menke Pence 
Rev. Keith Janis 

Margaret Love Jack McCormick 
Carolie Owens Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard Sharon Byers 
Karla Curry Erica Coyne 
Patti Adams Kerri Johnson 
Jim Nichols Stacey Davis 
Pat Williams Susan  
 Sommerfeld 

Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

Joan Miller Crenshaw, who 
passed away on August 2, 2019, 
was mother of Jackie (Nick) Bode, 
Meredith Crenshaw and Danny 
Crenshaw, and grandmother of 
Clayton and Tucker Bode. 

Larry Lesley, who died on August 2, 
2019, was step-son of Paul Vipond 
and brother of Donna Lesley, Ray 
Lesley, Tammy Lawing and Tawney 
Lesley 

 
If you’d like to share God’s love by volunteering for this 
event, we’d love to have your help! Volunteers are needed 
to prepare the food in the kitchen before the potluck, serve 
food during the potluck, and help with cleanup. Please 
contact the church office to volunteer: 636-947-0066. 
 
*We are encouraging families to come at 11:00 on 
September 8.  Sunday school classes for children will 
be held at 9:30 and again at 11:00 AM on September 8. 
Youth Sunday School will be held only at 11:00 AM.  
 
We hope that you and your family will attend 11AM worship 
and stay for the Building Consecration and Grand Opening! 
 
Start planning on what you will bring to the potluck, and 
who you will bring to celebrate this momentous event! 

Parking will be an issue on Sunday, September 8.  We have an 
arrangement with several businesses that allows us to park in 
their lots on Sunday mornings.  If you are able, please consider 
parking off-site so that our guests may park in our lot.  You may 
park at: 

 Enterprise Bank 

 PNC Bank 

 The Attorney’s offices across First Capitol and  

 The Veterinary offices across First Capitol (please do not 
block the entrance. 
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Living Faithfully Small Group 
 

To say that there is deep disagreement about what the United Methodist Church should 
teach about homosexuality, same-gender marriage, and the ordination of LGBTQ+ 
persons is an understatement.  Recently, First St. Charles’ Leadership Board and staff, 
both unanimously, shared that “we join the witness of United Methodists who welcome 
people of all sexual orientations and gender identities into the full life of the church.”   
 

Perhaps you find yourself discerning your own understanding, thoughts, and feelings 
about these topics.  Rev. Debby will facilitate a five-week small group study based on the 

book, Living Faithfully:  Human Sexuality and the United Methodist Church.  The small group will 
provide a safe space for you to discern, pray, and talk with others so that we can respond faithfully in 
love of God, our neighbors, and ourselves.  The small group will meet for five weeks beginning 
Tuesday, August 13, 6:30-8:00 pm in Room 110.   
 

To register or to ask questions, please contact Rev. Debby at dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org or 
636-947-0066. 

Celebration of Discipline 
Pastor Debby will facilitate a new class that will build upon your knowledge of the 

Bible and the notion that we can celebrate a disciplined life instead of dread it.  In 

fact, some Disney clips may be featured at each session as illustrations.  The class will 

meet for 13 weeks on Tuesday from 1:00 to 2:30  p.m. beginning on Tuesday, August 

27.  The cost for the study materials is $30.  Please register online at www.firststcharlesumc.org. 

Are You Curious about the Bible? 
 

This unique study is designed to promote biblical literacy, no matter your current knowledge of the Bible.  
The topics covered are 

1. What is the Bible? 
2. Introducing the Old Testament 
3. Introducing thee New Testament 

 

The study will meet Wednesdays, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. for 18 sessions 
beginning on Wednesday, September 11, 2019, and ending on 
Wednesday, March 18, 2020.  The facilitator is Dr. Bart Hildreth.   
 

The cost is $50 which covers class materials and a study Bible.  Please register online at 
www.firststcharlesumc.org or call the church office at 636-947-0066.  Childcare is available upon 
request.  
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Time Line for the Learning Center 
 

Children & Youth 

Sunday School in 

TLC 

Adult Sunday 

School in perma-

nent spaces 

FirstKids Fall 

Session starts 

Sunday, August 18 Sunday, August 25 Week of August 26 

  
 

Two New Small Groups Have Formed 
 

Two small groups have formed at First St. Charles UMC to provide support and advocacy 
for the LGBTQ+ community. 

• The first is a group of family and friends of LGBTQ+ persons.  This group meets at the church. 
• The second group is an informal gathering of LGBTQ+ persons that meets at an outside location 

to insure confidentiality.   
If you are interest in participating in either of these groups, please see any of our pastors for further 
information. 

To all the senior adults  
who have been coming to the S.A.M. lunches and activities: 

 

I want to let you know it’s time for me to say farewell.  After 17 years as coordinator for Senior 
Adult Ministries (S.A.M.), I am stepping down.   
 

It’s been a great joy for me to serve you.  We’ve shared so much over the years:  meals, 
programs, travels, exercise class, missions, sorrows and joys, but most of all, love and prayers for 
each other. 
 

I want to thank everyone who has served, or is now serving, on the S.A.M. board for their great 
work. You are the soul of this ministry.  Bless you. 
 

As of January 1, 2020, I will retire form the S.A.M. ministry.  I have been blessed to be the hands 
and feet of our savior.  My prayer is that someone will feel the call and step into my place and that 
S.A.M. will continue for many more years.  Listen to that voice and answer the call, “It is I Lord.” 
 

With all my love and prayer, 

Roemell Wood 
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How will you help our students grow in their faith?  
 

One of my goals as a youth pastor is to equip our already great adult leaders to serve 

Christ by ministering to our youth. As Pastor Bart said in a sermon a few weeks ago, I am 

seeking to make you heroes, as adults are the building blocks of our youth ministry. I am 

looking for additional adults specifically to minister with our Sunday Night Youth Group from 

6-7:30 pm, Worship First and Sunday School from 9:15 am-10:30 am, and Confirmation. For 

Youth Group and Worship First, I hope to have volunteers on a rotation basis.  
 

I have also been dreaming and scheming about how to grow our students in Christ. Some 

of my ideas have been a high school study time with snacks and fellowship in our new 

room, a movie night in our new space, and monthly mission opportunities during Sunday 

night youth group. But I need your help! Did you know that parents are the primary 
ministers to their teenagers? And did you know the more safe adults a student can trust in 

their church, the more likely they will continue to grow in their faith into adulthood? 
 

I’m thankful that so many adults in our church already serve as great leaders and mentors 

to our students. This fosters intergenerational friendships and enables both adults and 

students to use their spiritual gifts in the service of the church and the world. Adults, how 

might you participate in our youth ministry? It could be through prayer, providing snacks, 

serving as a confirmation mentor, or helping with mission projects. Whether it’s behind the 

scenes or up front, weekly gatherings, or occasional events, your gifts are a ministry to our 

students! 
 

I will be asking all parents and guardians to participate in at least one way this 2019-2020 

school year. Safe sanctuary is required prior to serving with children, youth, and/or 

vulnerable adults. If you are interested in serving in any capacity, please email Pastor Kate 

at khanch@firststcharlesumc.org! 

2019 Alan Finke Memorial Scholarship Recipients 
 

This year’s Finke Scholarship recipients are Micah Arndt and 
Nichole DeKoster.   
 

Micah is the son of Travis and Lisa Arndt.  He graduated from 
Warrenton High School and will attend Columbia College this fall. 
 

Nichole, the daughter of Greg and Jeannine DeKoster, graduated 
from Pattonville High School.  She will attend South East Missouri 
State. 
 

Kathy Avery presented the scholarships.  

Youth Group News 
 

There will be no Sunday evening youth group on  
• Sunday, September 1 because it is Labor Day weekend 
• Sunday, September 8 because it is the Consecration of the Learning Center day. 
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A New Fire Construction Progress 
 

We are almost finished! 

 

This weekend, August 18, the children and youth will 

meet for Sunday School in the new spaces of The 

Learning Center.   

 

Children and their families must enter the area from the 

Gathering Space outside the sanctuary.  You will not be 

able to access the children’s area from the stairwell 

across from the rest rooms.   Children will meet in the 

large gathering area, room 350.   

 

Youth will meet in Rooms 160 and 162 on the lower level of The Learning Center 

Infant Classroom 
In 

The Learning Center 

Main Level Classroom 
In 

The Learning Center 
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(Left) Main Level Classroom 
In 

The Learning Center 

(Left and above) Upper Level 
Classrooms 

In 
The Learning Center 

On Sunday, August 25, the adult Sunday School 

classes will relocate to their permanent spaces.   

 

During the week of August 25, FirstKids Learning 

Center will begin Fall classes. 

 

September 8, we will celebrate our Building 

Consecration and Grand Opening. 
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The former Ms Aimie B’s property has been sold to an individual who is now 
living there.  The first row of parking spaces, which are the spots closest to 
the house, belong to the residence.   
 

Let’s be good neighbors.  PLEASE DO NOT PARK in the first row on Sunday 
mornings. 

First Kids Fall Registration Is Open 
First Kids Learning Center serves children ages 6 weeks to 5 years.  We plan to be settled 
into our new spaces by the time school starts this fall.  For more information see 
firststcharlesumc.org/first-kids. 

 

Summer Music 
 

 

 August 18 Peat, Fire, Flame — Scottish Band 

 August 25 After Hours Band 

 September 1 Gospel Sunday & Congregation Sing-a-long 

Worship at Mount Carmel — Saturday, August 17 
 

Please join us as we worship on Saturday, August 17th with our friends at Mount Carmel 
Retirement Center!  Barbara Kryvko will bring a special message from Mark 4:26-34, “Our 
Umbrella of Faith.”  Please consider sharing your time with our Mount Carmel friends!   

We will gather in the Mount Carmel lobby about 9:30 a.m. to “walk and roll” residents to their chapel.  
Please join us as we sing, pray, celebrate communion and share the Good News!  We expect to have our 
friends back to their rooms about 10:30 a.m.  Please email Barbara Kryvko at barbara.kryvko@gmail.com 
or call 636-288-1540 so we know to count on you! 

OASIS Reading Program at Lincoln Elementary School 
 

Do you love to read?  How about sharing your love of reading with students at our 
partner school, Lincoln Elementary?!  This is one of the best, and rewarding, 
ways, to get to know our partner school and its students. 
 

The St. Charles School District partners with OASIS Tutoring, and I have been 
privileged to be a part of the program for the past two years.  I am looking forward to being a 
part of the program again this school year. 
 

If this sounds like something you would be interested in, you can find out more at the OASIS’ 
website, oasisnet.org/St-Louis-MO/Tutoring, or by calling Oasis, 314-995-9506.  Don’t delay 
– their informational meeting is Tuesday, August 27th, and their training dates are September 
10 and 11. 
 

First St. Charles is committed to being in ministry with our neighbors at Lincoln Elementary 
School.  I invite you to consider this opportunity, and together we will make a difference in the lives of 
children in our neighborhood. 


