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A Note From Rev. Diane Menke Pence 

 

F i r s t ,  I  wanted to  thank th i s 

congregation and church staff for its 

prayers as I have recently dealt with 

some new health issues. Your thoughts 

and kind words have been comforting 

to me. Ed and I are grateful for your 

support and thank you for helping us 

feel connected in a difficult time of our 

lives. 

I also want to share that these health 

issues have led Ed and I into a time of 

discernment during which we have 

decided that I will retire in October from 

both my present role as Associate 

Pastor at First St. Charles UMC and as a 

Pastoral and Professional Counselor in 

the community. Though this is earlier 

than I anticipated I would retire, we feel 

certain this is the right decision for us at 

this time of our lives. 

It has been my honor to be a part of 

such a collaborative and supportive 

staff. I am grateful to Dr. Bart and Pastor 

Debby for the atmosphere of grace, 

love, mutual support, and fun they 

encourage among us, which I have 

come to cherish.  I count my time here 

as one of the best of my ministry 

experiences! 

Ed and I both love this church and will 

continue to worship and participate in 

ministry here.  Though I will no longer 

serve as an Associate Pastor, I believe 

that in every season of our lives, God 

calls us to discover new ways to serve.   

Thank you for the support and 

encouragement you have given me as 

I  h a v e  s e r v e d  t h i s  a m a z i n g 

congregation! I look forward to 

continuing to serve, with you, as part of 

First St. Charles UMC. 
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July 29-Aug 2—Summer Day 
Camp 

August 13—Living Faithfully 
Small Group begins 

September 8—Building Consecra-
tion and Grand Opening  

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the August 14, 2019, Spire 
are due in the church office by August 7, 
2019. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 
Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 

Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Kate Hanch 

Rev. Diane Menke Pence 
Rev. Keith Janis 

Margaret Love Jack McCormick 
Carolie Owens Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard Sharon Byers 
Karla Curry Erica Coyne 
Patti Adams Kerri Johnson 
Jim Nichols Stacey Davis 
Pat Williams Susan  
 Sommerfeld 

Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

Sarah Kubinec, who passed away on 
July 11, 2019, was mother of Nancy 
Gongaware and grandmother of Jason 
Gongaware. 

Donald Raiche who passed away on 
July 18, 2019, was husband of 
Kathleen Raiche, father of Denise 
(Eric) Wulff and Jennette Barker. He 
was the grandfather of Paige Wulff, 
Andrew Barker, Jayden Barker and 
Wilson Barker and brother-in-law of 
Karen (Jim) Gaines. 

Floyd Slaughter, who passed away on 
July 21, 2019, was father of June 
(Larry) Hopkins, grandfather of Denise 
(Tom) Prigge and great-grandfather of 
Paige Prigge and Brooke (Neal) Lyon. 

 You Are Invited to the 
 Building Consecration 
 and Grand Opening 
 

Please join us on Sunday, September 8th, for a 

very special event in the life of our 

congregation.  On September 8th, we will 

consecrate our newly renovated space that 

we are calling The Learning Center (TLC).   
 

 There will be a ribbon cutting.  

 There will be tours so everyone can see the 

TLC. 

 We will feast together with a holy potluck 

lunch. 
 

Please start planning who you will bring with 

you on this very special day. 

Discipleship Discover Retreat 

CANCELLED 
Due to a lack of participants, the July 

Discipleship Retreat has been cancelled. 

First Kids Fall Registration Is Open 
First Kids Learning Center serves children ages 6 
weeks to 5 years.  We plan to be settled into our 
new spaces by the time school starts this fall.  For 
more information see firststcharlesumc.org/first-
kids. 

First Kids Hiring 
First Kids Learning Center is hiring 
teachers for the fall.  Full time and part-time 
positions are available.  Please call Kerri Johnson 
at 636-947-7478 for more information. 
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Living Faithfully Small Group 
 
To say that there is deep disagreement about what the United Methodist Church 
should teach about homosexuality, same-gender marriage, and the ordination of 
LGBTQ+ persons is an understatement.  Indeed, within just the first six months of 
2019 there have been many conversations and conferences across the United 
Methodist Church on these topics.  Recently, First St. Charles’ Leadership Board 
and staff, both unanimously, shared that “we join the witness of United Methodists 
who welcome people of all sexual orientations and gender identities into the full life 
of the church.”   
Perhaps you find yourself discerning your own understanding, thoughts and feelings 
about these topics.  Perhaps it would be helpful to engage in honest and grace-filled 

conversations with others.   Rev. Debby will facilitate a six-week small group study based on the 
book, “Living Faithfully – Human Sexuality and The United Methodist Church.”  The book includes 
background on the Bible, Christian theology, history and the United Methodist Church structure.  
The small group will provide a safe space for you to discern, pray and talk with others so that we 
can respond faithfully in love of God, our neighbors, and ourselves. 
The small group will meet for six weeks beginning Tuesday, August 13, 6:30-8:00 pm, in Room 
110.  To register or if you have questions, please contact Rev. Debby at 
dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org or 636-947-0066. 
 

 

Summer Music 
 

 

 July 28 First Church Bell Choir 

 August 4 Gateway Spotlight Chorus — Women’s Barbershop Group 

 August 11 Chancel Men 

 August 18 Peat, Fire, Flame — Scottish Band 

 August 25 After Hours Band 

 September 1 Gospel Sunday & Congregation Sing-a-long 

  
 

Two New Small Groups Have Formed 
 

Two small groups have formed at First St. Charles UMC to provide support and 

advocacy for the LGBTQ+ community. 

• The first is a group of family and friends of LGBTQ+ persons.  This group 

meets at the church. 

• The second group is an informal gathering of LGBTQ+ persons that meets at an outside 

location to insure confidentiality.   

If you are interest in participating in either of these groups, please see any of our pastors for 

further information. 

mailto:dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org
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A New Fire Construction Progress 
In the coming weeks, we will begin moving into The 

Learning Center! The floors have been laid, countertops 

installed, doors have been hung, and furniture will be 

delivered soon. In a short while, children, youth and 

adults will be entering these classrooms and spaces to 

learn more about God’s love for them. All this is possible 

because of you and your generous support to the A 

New Fire initiative. Thank you! 

Our prayer is that more people in our community will 

learn about God’s love for them because of life-changing programs that will 

occur in The Learning Center. Your support of A New Fire has allowed these life-

changing renovations to occur. Thank you for your generous gifts and for helping 

more new people to gather to Christ, grow in Christ, and go for Christ. 

Welcome desk and secure entrance into The 
Learning Center 

Multi-use children’s room in The Learning Center 

Renovated entrance and patio into the new 
Gathering Space 

Multi-use children’s room with kids-only bathroom 
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CELEBRATION OF DISCIPLINE 
The Path to Spiritual Growth 

By Richard J. Foster 
 

 

Learn how the classic Christian Disciplines can 

open your heart to the transforming grace of 

God. 

 

Tuesdays, August 27—November 19, 2019 

1:00-2:30 pm 

Facilitator:  Rev. Debby 

Cost:  $30 

 

The Celebration of Discipline is a classic study of Christian spirituality “that has never 

finished saying what it’s got to say.”  It begins with the inspiration of the title and the notion 

of celebrating instead of dreading a disciplined life.   Seriously? 

 

This study will build on the knowledge you gained as you explored the Bible with Dr. Bart.  

Over the course of 13 weeks, we will explore 12 Christian Disciplines through three 

movements of the Spirit:  Inward (meditation, prayer, fasting, & study), outward (simplicity, 

solitude, submission, & service) and corporate (confession, worship, guidance, & 

celebration). 

Curious about the Bible?    

 
This unique study is designed to 

promote biblical literacy, no 

matter your current knowledge of 

the Bible. Topics covered are 1) 

What is the Bible? 2) Introducing 

the Old Testament, and 3) 

Introducing the New Testament. The study will meet Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00 pm, for 18 

sessions, beginning on 9/11/19  and  ending  on 3/18/20. Facilitator: Dr. Bart Hildreth. Cost 

is $50, which covers class materials and study Bible. Register online at 

www.firststcharlesumc.org or call the office at 636-947-0066.   Childcare is available upon 

request.  
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SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL  
for Preschool & Elementary School Children  

During the summer, regularly scheduled Sunday school leaders and “shepherds” take a 
much earned break to rest and rejuvenate.   

Parents and other adults are asked to volunteer so that children are provided with 
Sunday school during the summer session which is  

Sunday, June 2 through Sunday, August 18.  

Volunteers are provided with lesson plans and materials so the preparation is minimal.   
And as always, adults must be Safe Sanctuary Certified prior to meeting with children.   

If you have any questions, please contact Children’s Minister Meg Love,  
Elementary School Leader Shannon Fagan, or Preschool Leader Michelle Peterson at 

childrens.ministries@firststcharlesumc.org.   

To volunteer, please add your name to the sign-up sheet located in the Atrium.   

Thank you for prayerfully considering this call to serve children. 

PLEASE NOTE:  In the event that there are no volunteers on a Sunday,  
children will remain in worship with their parents. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES   

SUMMER DAY CAMP 2019 IS JULY 29 — AUGUST 2 
 

Volunteers are not required to attend every day or all day.  Variable schedules are 

very helpful. 
 

Check–In/Check–Out Volunteers:  This is a task with a small amount of time commitment 

and a huge impact.  You’ll get to demonstrate First St Charles UMC’s awesome hospitality. 

Medical Volunteer:  Must be a CNA, RN, paramedic or EMT.  Medical volunteer is needed Monday 

8:15 – 3 pm; Tuesday through Friday 10:00 am – 3 pm. 

Prayer Warriors:  Volunteer to pray for the campers, their families and the camp counselors every 

day from Sunday, July 28 through Saturday, August 3. 

Shepherds:  Represent First St Charles UMC by “adopting” one group of children.  Get to know the 

children through participation in Camp Bible Study and play.  Youth may volunteer as Shepherds.  

If you don’t know the purpose for this important task, please ask Meg Love. 
 

To volunteer – contact children’s minister, Meg Love, at mlove@firststcharlesumc.org 
 

PLEASE VOLUNTEER NOW! 

YOU KNOW YOU WILL HAVE FUN AND SPREAD THE WORD OF JESUS CHRIST. 

The former Ms Aimie B’s property has been sold to an individual who is now living there.   
The first row of parking spaces which are the spots closest to the house  

belong to the residence.   
Let’s be good neighbors and not park in the first row on Sunday mornings. 

mailto:childrens.ministries@firststcharlesumc.org
mailto:mlove@firststcharlesumc.org

