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Cascading Dominoes 
 
I remember that my grandparents, who lived next 
door to us, almost always had going a running game 
of dominoes.  I know they probably taught me the 
rules, but what I liked most was setting them up in a 
row or some other crazy configuration and then 
watching as I tipped one into another, and it fell into 
another, and it fell into still another, and I watched as 
they all cascaded down. 
 
I feels like this is such a cascading time in our 
church’s life and I, for one, am having such fun 
watching them all fall into place. 
 

High on that list is our Vacation Bible School.  
Nicki Keys and Lisa Goddard and their crew 
are doing such an amazing job.  The 
excitement of 82 children learning about Jesus 
is contagious. 

We said goodbye to Pastor Peter and packed out 
the MPR to do it (don’t tell the Fire Marshall, 
but we were close to overflow capacity). 

In the next instant we got to say hello to Pastor 
Kate.  Wow, what a dynamic presence and gift 
she will be to our ministry! 

Then there is our new electronic sign.  Have you 
seen it?  We now have a great way to connect 
with the community.  We’re determined not to 

hide our light under a bushel basket.  Look 
out, St. Charles, we’re here! 

And, at every turn, our new facility for children 
and youth is taking shape.  Every day brings a 
new change and it is definitely taking on the 
“cool factor.” I can’t wait for everyone to get 
to see it. 

Then, hang on, our Summer Day Camp is just 
around the corner.  We will have 150+ kids 
screaming and learning and growing in Christ. 

 
I would ask that you pardon my exuberance, but 
instead I’m going to invite you to share my excitement 
and thrill and join in the contagious joy of what God is 
doing in our midst. 
 
I had a birthday last week, but there is still a young 
boy inside of me, absolutely delighted to see as God 
knocks down one domino after another and the effect 
of them all coming together is nothing short of 
amazing! 
 
See you soon, as watch God’s great work planned 
before the foundation of the world to delight us all.  
What fun to partner with God in the midst. 
 
God is so good! 
 
Pastor Bart 
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June 24-28—Vacation 
Bible School 

June 27—Ice Cream 
Social 

July 10-14—Youth 
2019, Kansas City 

July 21—Welcome 
Party for Kate Hanch 

July 26-27—
Discipleship Discovery 
Retreat 

July 29-Aug 2—
Summer Day Camp 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the 
second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month.  Articles for the July 
10, 2019, Spire are due in the 
church office by July 3, 2019. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org 
with the word Spire as the 
subject. 

Staff 

Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 
Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Kate Hanch 
Rev. Diane Menke Pence 
Rev. Keith Janis 

Margaret Love 
Jack McCormick 
Carolie Owens 
Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard  
Sharon Byers 
Karla Curry 
Erica Coyne 
Patti Adams 
Kerri Johnson 
Jim Nichols 
Stacey Davis 
Pat Williams 
Susan Sommerfeld 

Ice Cream Social 
 

Come celebrate Vacation Bible School!  
There will be an ice cream social on 
Thursday, June 27, in MPR from 6:30 
to 9:00 p.m. 

NO PARKING 
The former Ms Aimie B’s property has been 
sold to an individual who is now living 
there.  The first row of parking spaces 
which are the spots closest to the house 
belong to the residence.  Let’s be good 
neighbors and not park in the first row on 
Sunday mornings. 

 

Welcome Party for Kate Hanch, 

Pastor for Youth and Families 
 

All youth who are going into 6th 

grade and up and their families are 

invited to join us for a party to 

welcome Pastor Kate to our church!  

This party will be held on Sunday, July 

21 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Veterans Tribute Park—

Shelter 1, 1031 Kisker Rd, St. Charles, 63304. 
 

Sandwiches and drinks will be provided.  Please bring a 

side dish or a dessert to share. 

 If your last name begins with the letters A thru M, 

please bring a side dish. 

 If your last name begins with the letters N thru Z, 

please bring a dessert.   
 

Also please bring yard games or 

sports equipment for group games. 
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High school youth room 

A New Fire Construction Progress 
 

Renovations continue to our new spaces for kids, youth 
and families! Last week, flooring was laid and paint went 
up on the walls. We are so excited to see the 
transformation. The second and third levels of the wing 
will be used for First Kids Learning Center and our 
elementary Sunday School class, Stepping Stones Club. 
The first level will be an area for youth and adults. 
 

We are extremely grateful for your generosity to the A New Fire initiative. Because 
of your gifts, we will soon be opening new spaces that will gather new people to 
Christ. We are exited to see what God will do with these new spaces. Thank you 
for giving! 

Gathering space and entrance from  
First Capitol Drive 

Stepping Stones Club classroom 
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2019 Summer Day Camp 
ONE More Host Home Is Needed for TWO Camp Counselors 

 

From Saturday, July 27, through Saturday, August 3, First St. Charles will host a summer day 
camp in the church building and on the church’s parking lot.  During this week of camp, the camp 
counselors will need homes-away-from-home.   
 

Would you consider being a Host Home for the counselors? 
We need ONE more Host Home for TWO counselors. 

The following is a description of a host’s responsibilities: 
• Host 2 counselors from Saturday night, July 27, through Saturday morning, August 3.  This is 7 

nights. 
• Provide breakfast on 7 mornings — Sunday through Saturday 
• Provide dinner on 4 evenings — Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
• Provide a sack lunch for the last Saturday afternoon so the counselors can eat on the road as 

they drive to their next camp location 
• Provide a way for the counselors to do laundry since they live on the road traveling from camp 

to camp. 
 

Questions?  Please contact Rev. Debby by email at dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org. 
 

If you can provide a home-away-from-home for our camp counselors, please let Rev. Debby know. 

 

Two New Support Groups Have Formed 
 

Two support groups have formed at First St. Charles 

UMC to provide support and advocacy for the LGBTQ+ 

community. 

• The first is a group of family and friends of LGBTQ+ persons.  This 

group meets at the church. 

• The second group is an informal gathering of LGBTQ+ persons 

that meets at an outside location to insure confidentiality.   
 

If you are interest in participating in either of these groups, please 

see any of our pastors for further information. 

mailto:dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

SUMMER DAY CAMP 2019 IS JULY 29 — AUGUST 2 
 

Volunteers are not required to attend every day or all day.   

Variable schedules are very helpful. 
 

Check–In/Check–Out Volunteers:  This is a task with a small amount of time 

commitment and a huge impact.  You’ll get to demonstrate First St Charles UMC’s 

awesome hospitality. 

Medical Volunteer:  Must be a CNA, RN, paramedic or EMT.  Medical volunteer is 

needed Monday 8:15 – 3 pm; Tuesday through Friday 10:00 am – 3 pm. 

Host Families:  Adopt 2-3 college-aged camp counselors and provide meals and 

housing for the week.  Please speak with Pastor Debby about specifics. 

Prayer Warriors:  Volunteer to pray for the campers, their families and the camp 

counselors every day from Sunday, July 28 through Saturday, August 3. 

Shepherds:  Represent First St Charles UMC by “adopting” one group of children.  Get 

to know the children through participation in Camp Bible Study and play.  Youth may volunteer 

as Shepherds.  If you don’t know the purpose for this important task, please ask Meg Love. 
 

To volunteer – contact children’s minister, Meg Love, at mlove@firststcharlesumc.org 
 

PLEASE VOLUNTEER NOW! 

YOU KNOW YOU WILL HAVE FUN AND SPREAD THE WORD OF JESUS CHRIST. 

Join Us for an Opportunity to Grow in  
Your Discipleship Path and  
in Fellowship with Others 

 

We’d love for you to join us for the Discipleship Discovery 
Retreat coming up in July!  It’s an opportunity to consider 
next steps in your own discipleship path and to explore 
how your spiritual gifts, leadership styles, and spirituality 
styles impact you, your faith, your interaction with others, 
and how they equip you to serve God in ways that you are called to serve. 
 

The Retreat will be held at the church on Friday, July 26, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. and on Saturday, 
July 27, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Childcare will be available upon request, and a light lunch will 
be provided for participants on Saturday.  There is no cost to attend the retreat, though donations 
will be accepted for the lunch.  
 

The retreat will be facilitated by Pastor Diane Menke Pence, Ed Pence, and Karon Johannas.   
 

For more information contact Pastor Diane Menke Pence at dpence@firststcharlesumc.org.   
There are three ways to sign up to attend: 

• Call one of the retreat leaders listed above 
• Call the church office at 636-947-0066 
•  Sign up through the church website at https://fumcstcharles.shelbynextchms.com/

external/form/cb4162c8-49ef-42a8-abce-799012b5a794. 

mailto:mlove@firststcharlesumc.org
mailto:dpence@firststcharlesumc.org
https://fumcstcharles.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/cb4162c8-49ef-42a8-abce-799012b5a794
https://fumcstcharles.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/cb4162c8-49ef-42a8-abce-799012b5a794
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SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL  
for Preschool & Elementary School Children  

During the summer, regularly scheduled Sunday school leaders and “shepherds” take a 
much earned break to rest and rejuvenate.   

Parents and other adults are asked to volunteer so that children are provided with 
Sunday school during the summer session which is Sunday, June 2 through 

Sunday, August 18.  

Volunteers are provided with lesson plans and materials so the preparation is minimal.   
And as always, adults must be Safe Sanctuary Certified prior to meeting with children.   

If you have any questions, please contact Children’s Minister Meg Love,  
Elementary School Leader Shannon Fagan, or Preschool Leader Michelle Peterson at 

childrens.ministries@firststcharlesumc.org.   

To volunteer, please add your name to the sign-up sheet located in the Atrium.   

Thank you for prayerfully considering this call to serve children. 

PLEASE NOTE:  In the event that there are no volunteers on a Sunday,  
children will remain in worship with their parents. 

Showers of Blessings 
 

Showers of Blessing is in need of the following 

clothing items: 

 new men’s boxer shorts, all sizes 

 new or gently used men’s t-shirts 

 jeans and belts, all sizes 
 

Please bring your items to the metal shelves in 

the atrium.  Thanks for your help. 

Laundry Help Needed 
 

Showers of Blessings is in need of volunteers to 

launder the bath towels for the homeless.  This is 

on a rotation schedule averaging 1 time every 2 

to 3 months, depending upon the number of 

volunteers.  If you are interested in helping, 

please call Dianne Peters at 636-493-9414. 

Volunteers Needed for Grounds Crew and Flower Bed Upkeep 
 

Have you noticed how well the church lawns and flower beds are maintained?  All the outside 
work around the church is managed by a group of dedicated volunteers.   
 

Each Thursday, or as needed, the grounds crew mows and maintains the yard and grounds.  
This crew needs help on Thursday mornings to mow trim, blow off the parking lots, and general cleanup.  If 
you like to work outdoors, this is the job for you!   
 

We also have several flower beds around the church that need attention.  The various flower 
beds are “adopted” by an individual or a group and planted and cared for during the summer 
months.   
 

If you would like to take care of one of the flower beds or work with the grounds crew, please 
contact the church office at 636-947-0066 or talk with Rich Suter. 

mailto:childrens.ministries@firststcharlesumc.org

