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Statement of the Leadership Board & Staff 
 

On Sunday, May 26th, Matt Harrer (Chair of our 

Leadership Board), and I shared a statement in 

worship that we want to make sure is heard by 

everyone.  If you would like to see the recording of 

that message, please check out our Youtube video 

of the day. 

In doing so, we were addressing two very important 

questions that every church must continually 

answer: 1) Who are we (the identity question), and 

2) Who is our neighbor? (The question Jesus 

addressed in his parable of the good Samaritan).  

Both questions stretch us again and again. 

This, in summary, is what we said: 

As you may know, Methodists have been 

struggling to find common ground on the full 

inclusion of LGBTQ+ persons in the church. As 

many Methodists continue to seek healing 

and answers, we know that anxiety deferred 

is not the same as anxiety managed. 

In that light, our Leadership Board and staff 

feel it’s important that you know we join the 

witness of United Methodists who welcome 

people of all sexual orientations and gender 

identities into the full life of the church.  

Christ’s love has no limits and has no barriers. 

We welcome all to experience it. We believe 

that everyone deserves to be safe, welcome 

and wanted here. 

This statement of identity and commitment to our 

neighbor was affirmed unanimously by both the 

members of our Leadership Board, and by our staff. 

 

So you will know, here are the names of those 

persons: 

First St. Charles UMC Leadership Board: 

Donna Carlson 

Nancy Gongaware 

Elizabeth Grygo 

Matt Harrer 

Mardi House 

Daniel Jackson 

Taylor Lawson-Smith  

John McClure 

Myron Sheets 

Sharon Silver 

Nate Simmons 

Roger Wynkoop 

 

First St. Charles UMC Staff: 

Bart Hildreth 

Debby Bartley 

Peter Norton 

Diane Menke Pence 

Keith Janis 

Kate Hanch  

Margaret Love 

Carolie Owens 

Patti Adams 

Sharon Byers 

Stacey Davis 

Eric Heien 

Kerri Johnson 

Jack McCormick 

Susan Sommerfeld 

Lindsey Willard 

Patricia Williams 
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Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the June 26, 2019, Spire are 
due in the church office by June 19, 
2019. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 
Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 

Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Peter Norton 

Rev. Diane Menke Pence 
Rev. Keith Janis 

Margaret Love Jack 
 McCormick 
Carolie Owens Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard Sharon Byers 
Karla Curry Erica Coyne 
Patti Adams Kerri Johnson 
Jim Nichols Stacey Davis 
Pat Williams Susan  
 Sommerfeld 

Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

Lois Hildreth, who passed away 
on June 2, 2019, was the 
mother of Rev. Bart (Beth) 
Hildreth. 

Wayne Ward, who passed away 
on June 2, 2019, was the 
brother of Dorothy Keethler. 

Dallas Frederick, who passed 
away on June 8, 2019, was the 
brother of Carl (Judy) 
Frederick. 

Ruth Tucker, wife of former First 
St. Charles UMC pastor, Frank 
Tucker, passed away on June 9. 

Joe Lenox, who passed away 
on June 10, 2019, was the 
brother of Jill Lenox. 

2019 Summer Day Camp 
Host Homes Are Needed for Camp Counselors 

 

From Saturday, July 27, through Saturday, August 3, First St. 
Charles will host a summer day camp in the church building and 
on the church’s parking lot.  During this week of camp, the camp 
counselors will need homes-away-from-home.   
 

Would you consider being a Host Home for the counselors?  
Following is a description of a host’s responsibilities: 
• Host 3 to 6 men or women from Saturday night, July 27, 

through Saturday morning, August 3.  This is 7 nights. 
• Provide breakfast on 7 mornings — Sunday through Saturday 
• Provide dinner on 4 evenings — Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, 

and Thursday 
• Provide a sack lunch for the last Saturday afternoon so the 

counselors can eat on the road as they drive to their next 
camp location 

• Provide a way for the counselors to do laundry since they live 
on the road traveling from camp to camp. 

 

Questions?  Please contact Rev. Debby at 636-947-0066 or 
dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org. 

 

If you can provide a home-
away-from-home for our camp 

counselors, please let Rev. 
Debby know. 

Ice Cream Social 
 

Come celebrate Vacation Bible School!  
There will be an ice cream social on 
Thursday, June 27, in MPR from 6:30 to 
9:00 p.m. 

You Are Invited to Celebrate 

Pastor Peter’s Ministry 
 

Peter Norton’s last day at First St. 

Charles will be Sunday, June 23.  

Let’s celebrate with Peter and 

Katharine as they begin a new 

chapter in their life with a potluck 

dinner after church.  The potluck 

will start at noon in MPR. 
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SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL  
for Preschool & Elementary School Children  

 

During the summer, regularly scheduled Sunday school leaders and 
“shepherds” take a much earned break to rest and rejuvenate.   

Parents and other adults are asked to volunteer so that children are 
provided with Sunday school during the summer session which is 

Sunday, June 2 through Sunday, August 18.  
 

Volunteers are provided with lesson plans and materials so  
the preparation is minimal.   

And as always, adults must be Safe Sanctuary Certified prior to meeting with children.   
 

If you have any questions, please contact Children’s Minister Meg Love,  
Elementary School Leader Shannon Fagan, or Preschool Leader Michelle Peterson at 

childrens.ministries@firststcharlesumc.org.   
 

To volunteer, please add your name to the sign-up sheet located in the Atrium.   
 

Thank you for prayerfully considering this call to serve children. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  In the event that there are no volunteers on a Sunday,  
children will remain in worship with their parents. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

SUMMER DAY CAMP 2019 IS JULY 29 — AUGUST 2 
 

Volunteers are not required to attend every day or all day.   

Variable schedules are very helpful. 
 

Check–In/Check–Out Volunteers:  Small amount of time commitment with a 

huge impact.  You’ll get to demonstrate First St Charles UMC awesome 

hospitality. 

Medical Volunteer:  Must be a CNA, RN, paramedic or EMT.  Medical volunteer 

is needed Monday 8:15 – 3 pm; Tuesday through Friday 10:00 am – 3 pm. 

Host Families:  Adopt 2-3 college-aged camp counselors and provide meals 

and housing for the week.  Please speak with Pastor Debby about specifics. 

Prayer Warriors:  Volunteer to pray for the campers, their families and the camp 

counselors every day from Sunday, July 28 through Saturday, August 3. 

Shepherds:  Represent First St Charles UMC by “adopting” one group of 

children.  Get to know the children through participation in Camp Bible 

Study and play.  Youth may volunteer as Shepherds.  If you don’t know the 

purpose for this important task, please ask Meg. 
 

To volunteer – contact children’s minister, Meg Love, at mlove@firststcharlesumc.org 
 

PLEASE VOLUNTEER NOW! 

YOU KNOW YOU WILL HAVE FUN AND SPREAD THE WORD OF JESUS CHRIST. 

mailto:childrens.ministries@firststcharlesumc.org
mailto:mlove@firststcharlesumc.org
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Worship at Mount Carmel — Saturday, June 15 
 

Please join us as we worship on Saturday, June 15th with our friends at Mount Carmel 
Retirement Center!  Barbara Kryvko will bring a special message, “The Precious Blood of Jesus.”  
Please consider sharing your time with our Mount Carmel friends!   

We will gather in the Mount Carmel lobby about 9:30 a.m. to “walk and roll” residents to their chapel.  
Please join us as we sing, pray, celebrate communion and share the Good News!  We expect to have our 
friends back to their rooms about 10:30 a.m.  Please email Barbara Kryvko at barbara.kryvko@gmail.com 
or call 636-288-1540 so we know to count on you! 

Relocate the Multi-Purpose Room Stage 
 

THANK YOU to the eight disciples who are pictured here 

who met at the church on Saturday, June 1, to relocate 

the Multi-Purpose Room (MPR) stage. 
 

The stage relocation, along with updated technology, 

will make the MPR a better space for events.  The 

participant 

experience will be 

improved because 

each person will be able to see better due to being 

closer to the stage, a new projector and a larger screen.  
 

Thank you to Eric Heien and Steve Keller who 

researched, recommended and implemented the 

technological improvements. 

NO PARKING 
 

The former Ms Aimie B’s property has been sold to an individual who is now living 
there.  The first row of parking spaces which are the spots closest to the house 
belong to the residence.  Let’s be good neighbors and not park in the first row on 
Sunday morning. 

Showers of Blessings 
 

Showers of Blessing is in need of the following clothing items: 

 new men’s boxer shorts, all sizes new or gently used men’s t-shirts 

 jeans and belts, all sizes 

Please bring your items to the metal shelves in the atrium.  Thanks for your 

help. 
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TWO NEW SUPPORT GROUPS HAVE FORMED 
 

Two support groups have formed at First St. Charles 

UMC to provide support and advocacy for the 

LGBTQ+ community.  The first is a group of family and 

friends of LGBTQ+ persons and meets at the church.  

The second group is an informal gathering of LGBTQ+ 

persons that meets at an outside location to insure 

confidentiality.  If you are interested in participating in 

either of those groups, please see any of our pastors 

for further information.   

 
 
 
 

 

WANT TO HELP? 
1. Look for the board with the lion face in the atrium.  

2. Take a pawprint with a food item written on it.   

3. Return that item to the atrium (or the kitchen freezer or 

refrigerator) by Wednesday, June 19. 
 

Some of the items needed include:  

• boxes of small ice cream cups;  

• 8 oz. containers of whipped topping;  

• 8 oz. cans of mandarin oranges; 

• bags of animal crackers;  

• bags of clementines;  

• cans of crushed pineapple;  

• 2 lb. bags of Skittles; 

• boxes of mini chocolate brownie bites;  

• 2 oz. container of rainbow sprinkles;  

• 32 oz. containers of vanilla yougart; 

• large bag of salted popped popcorn; 

• large bag of mini dark chocolate chips; 

• bag of Chester’s puffed corn 
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New Kindergarteners received Storybook Bibles. 
Thank you , Church! 

New Third Graders turned away from the congregation to 
explore their new Bibles.  Thank you, Church! 


