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The Holy Space We Have Been Given 
 

Yesterday we said goodbye to a saint:  

Arnie Dorrell.  His smile, his steady 

faithfulness, his commitment to Christ is a 

gain for him and a loss for us.  At the 

conclusion of his graveside service the 

soldiers played “Taps,” a fitting tribute for 

Arnie’s service in the United States Navy.  

While they were playing and I was listening 

to that haunting and somber sound out of 

one ear, I heard out of the other ear the 

sounds of three of Arnie’s great-

grandchildren.  They weren’t being loud or 

disruptive, but they were clearly making 

their voices heard.  It struck me that this is 

the holy life we lead—lived between the 

sounds of the cry of a newborn and the 

playing of Taps. 

 

Yesterday, our church’s atrium cradled 

Arnie’s casket.  Today, if you walk into the 

atrium you’ll find in its place a bouncy 

house—you know, one of those inflatable 

things that kids jump in and play in, the kind 

of thing that just wears me out watching 

them with their unending energy.  Our First 

Kids’ ministry has rented it and is featuring it 

as a special treat for the children.  This is the 

holy space we have been given—a space 

where you will see a casket one day and a 

bouncy house the next. 

 

In both sound and in space, I find myself in 

holy awe.  What a privilege it is for us all to 

live and to minister in the midst!  Listen, 

look, and learn.  It is God leading us to 

love! 

 

Blessings Always, 

 

 

Bart 
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June 16-21—Youth Mission 
Trip to Chattanooga, TN 

June 24-28—Vacation Bible 
School 

July 10-14—Youth 2019, 
Kansas City 

July 29-Aug 2—Summer 
Day Camp 

A Look Ahead 

Staying Connected 

The Spire is published on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month.  
Articles for the June 12, 2019, Spire are 
due in the church office by June 5, 2019. 
You may email them to 
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with 
the word Spire as the subject. 

Staff 
Rev. Bart Hildreth, Ph.D. 

Rev. Debby Bartley 
Rev. Peter Norton 

Rev. Diane Menke Pence 
Rev. Keith Janis 

Margaret Love Jack 
McCormick 
Carolie Owens Eric Heien 
Lindsey Willard Sharon Byers 
Karla Curry Erica Coyne 
Patti Adams Kerri Johnson 
Jim Nichols Stacey Davis 
Pat Williams Susan  
 Sommerfeld 

Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to the family and friends of 

those who have recently 
passed away: 

Arnold Dorrell, who passed 
away on May 14, 2019, was the 
husband of Dorothy Dorrell. 

Backpack Ministry 
 

The end of this school year will be here very soon!  
Our Backpack Ministry needs the following items 
for May: 

• smooth peanut butter in 15 oz. plastic jars 

• 10-11 oz. boxes of kid-friendly cereal 

• canned vegetables 

• fruit cups. 
 

The deadline to donate for this school year is May 26.  Please 
bring your donations to the Backpack Cupboard in the atrium. 

2019 Summer Day Camp 
Host Homes Are Needed for Camp Counselors 

 
From Sunday, July 28, through Saturday, August 3, First St. 
Charles will host a summer day camp in the church building 
and on the church’s parking lot.  During this week of camp, 
the camp counselors will need homes-away-from-home.   
 
Would you consider being a Host Home for the counselors?  
Following is a description of a host’s responsibilities: 
• Host 3 to 6 men or women from Saturday night, July 28, 

through Saturday morning, August 3.  This is 7 nights. 
• Provide breakfast on 7 mornings — Sunday through 

Saturday 
• Provide dinner on 4 evenings — Sunday, Monday, 

Tuesday, and Thursday 
• Provide a sack lunch for the last Saturday afternoon so 

the counselors can eat on the road as they drive to their 
next camp location 

• Provide a way for the counselors to do laundry since 
they live on the road traveling from camp to camp. 

 
Questions?  Please contact Rev. Debby at 636-947-0066 or 

dbartley@firststcharlesumc.org. 
 

If you can provide a home-away-from-home for our camp 
counselors, please let Rev. Debby know. 
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Maria Maull obtained a Doctor of Pharmacy degree (PharmD 

degree) from the University of Florida on May 18, 2019.  Maria is the wife 
of Todd Maull and mother of Jason and Tyler Maull. 

Rebecca Noel De Koster graduated from the 

University of Kansas with a major in biology and a minor in geology.  
She plans to pursue a graduate degree in paleontology at the 
University of Iowa.  Rebecca is the daughter of Jeannine and 
Gregory DeKoster and the sister of Nichole DeKoster. 

Catherine House graduated from Missouri State University 

in December, 2018, with a bachelor’s degree magna cum laude with 
honors in foreign language and a minor degree in mathematics.  She 
will begin teaching in August through the Teach for America program 
at Kansas City International Academy which is a charter school 
attended by student from in 21 different foreign countries.  Catherine 
is the daughter of Ted and Mardi House and the sister of Daniel and 
Benjamin House. 
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Collin Anthony Lowder will graduate from St. Charles 

High School on May 30, 2019.  He plans to join the Navy in the medical 
field. Collin is the son of Dave and Patricia Lowder, the youngest 
brother of Matthew and Kyle Lowder, brother-in-law of Alie and uncle of 
Bradley. 

Jason Maull will graduate from St Charles West High School 

on June 2, 2019.  He will be attending St. Charles Community College 
in the fall.  Jason is the son of Todd and Maria Maull. 

Nicole Renae DeKoster  will graduated from 

Pattonville High School on May 28, 2019.  She plans to attend 
Southeast Missouri State University to pursue a double major in 
pre-physical therapy and dance.  Nicole is the daughter of 
Jeannine and Gregory DeKoster and the sister of Rebecca 
DeKoster. 
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On March 8, 2019, Children’s Minister, Meg Love, was invited  
to celebrate “Read Across America” at Lincoln Elementary School. 

 

to all students! 
May today’s educational successes be the 

beginning of  tomorrow’s achievements. 
 

May the Lord bless you and  
your future educational goals. 
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FIRSTKIDS SUMMER AND FALL REGISTRATION IS OPEN  
 

Firstkids Learning Center serves children ages 6 weeks to 5 years.  Our six week summer session 

begins on June 4 and concludes on July 9.  We plan to be settled into our new spaces by the time 

school starts this fall.  For more information, on either the summer program or the fall, please see 

firststcharlesumc.org/first-kids. 

Volunteers in Medicine  
Bicycle Program 

 

Volunteers in Medicine (VIM) is a 
group of doctors, nurses and other volunteers who 
provide free health care to the uninsured of St. 
Charles and Lincoln Counties.  Their clients most 
often meet federal poverty guidelines.   
 

One of VIM’s greatest issues is their clients’ lack of 
transportation.  Consequently, they started a 
program to distribute donated bicycles.  If a client 
has no other means of transportation, a bicycle will 
be provided.  With warmer weather coming, VIM is 
seeing an increased need for bicycles.   
 

If you have an adult bicycle, please contact Sue 
Barklage at 636-734-0865 to arrange for the pickup 
of your bicycle.  Please be aware that because VIM 
does not have the means to make repairs, the 
bicycles must be in good working order.  For more 
information about VIM, please visit their website at 
www.volunteersinmedicinestcharles.org. 

Grounds Crew and  
Flower Bed Upkeep 

 

Have you noticed how well the 
church lawns and flower beds are 
maintained?  All the outside work 

around the church is managed by a group of 
dedicated volunteers.   
 

Each Thursday, or as needed, the grounds crew 
mows and maintains the yard and grounds.  This 
crew needs help on Thursday mornings to mow, 
trim, blow off the parking lots, and general cleanup.  
If you like to work outdoors, this is the job for you!   
 

We also have several flower beds around the 
church that need attention.  The various flower beds 
are “adopted” by an individual or a group and 
planted and cared for during the 
summer months.   
 

If you would like to take care of one of 
the flower beds or work with the 
grounds crew, please contact the 
church office at 636-947-0066 or talk 

Showers of Blessings 
 

Showers of Blessing is in need of the following clothing items: 

 new men’s boxer shorts, all sizes new or gently used men’s t-shirts 

 jeans and belts, all sizes 

Please bring your items to the metal shelves in the atrium.  Thanks for your 

help. 


