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First Church Welcomes Two Great New Staff:
Lindsey Willard:
It wouldn’t exactly
be right to say
that we welcome
Lindsey Willard to
our staff since she
has already been
with our church ¼
time. Along with
her
husband,
Chris,
and
daughters: Billie,
Marissa,
and
Sandie,
Lindsey
has already made
an impact on our
ministry, helping to shape and sharpen our
outreach.
Beginning in July, Lindsey will assume
duties as our full-time Director of Marketing
and Outreach. She’ll also have responsibility
and oversight of our Next-Generation
ministries, an effort aimed at growing our reach
among our young adults.

Rev.
Kate
Hanch: We also
welcome
Kate
Hanch as our ¾
time
Associate
Pastor
for
Families
and
Youth. Ordained
in
another
tradition
(Baptist),
Kate
has
been
an
Adjunct Professor
at
Lindenwood
University, and is
completing
her
Ph.D. in Theology and Ethics at Garrett
Seminary (a United Methodist School), in
Chicago. Her husband, Steve, is a manager at
Harbor Freight in O’Fallon.
Recognizing the need for stability in our
youth ministry, with the addition of Kate to our
staff, we anticipate a long and effective
ministry among our middle school and high
school students and their families.

We look forward to seeing the impact of both of these dynamic, young leaders upon
the life of our shared ministry, and are excited for the ways that they can help us in
our mission to “gather NEW people to Christ.”
Blessings Always,
Bart
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Staying Connected
Our deepest sympathies are
extended to the family and friends of
those who have recently
passed away:

Paula Vanderpool, grandmother
of Jayden and Wilson Barker.
Leon Ward, who passed away
on April 29, who was the brother
of Jerry (Brenda) Ward and
Rilla (Gordon) Nelson.

GriefShare Support Group
Are you grieving the loss of someone close to you? Do
you know someone else who is? Find comfort and
support at GriefShare, a special weekly support group
designed to help you rebuild your life after losing a
loved one. The group will meet Tuesdays, 6:00-7:30 pm,
for 13 weeks, beginning May 14, 2019. The group will
be facilitated by Rev. Debby Bartley.
We know it hurts, and we want to help.
Register online at www.griefshare.org.

A Look Ahead
May 14–GriefShare Support Group
begins
May 17–Finke Memorial Scholarship
deadline
May 19–Promotion Sunday
May 19–UMW Sunday
May 22–Graduation Edition of the
Spire
June 16-21—Youth Mission Trip to
Chattanooga, TN
June 24-28—Vacation Bible School
July 10-14—Youth 2019, Kansas
City
July 29-Aug 2—Summer Day
Camp

Backpack Ministry
The end of this school year will be here very soon!
Our Backpack Ministry needs the following items
for May:
• smooth peanut butter in 15 oz. plastic jars
• 10-11 oz. boxes of kid-friendly cereal
• canned vegetables
• fruit cups.
The deadline to donate for this school year is May 26. Please
bring your donations to the Backpack Cupboard in the atrium.
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Sommerfeld
The Spire is published on the second and
fourth Wednesday of each month.
Articles for the May 22, 2019, Spire are
due in the church office by May 15,
2019.
You may email them to
contact@firststcharlesumc.org with
the word Spire as the subject.

Promotion and Bible Sunday is May 19
On Sunday, May 19, 2019, the children and
youth will be “promoted” to the next grade.

New kindergartners will be presented
with a Storybook Bible during the 9:30
a.m. worship service.

New 3rd graders will be presented with a complete
bible during the 9:30 a.m. worship service.

New 6th graders will be recognized during the 11:00
a.m. worship service. New 6th graders and their
families are invited to lunch immediately following
the 11:00 a.m. worship service.
Questions? Please contact Children’s Minister, Meg Love or
Youth Minister, Peter Norton at 636-947-0066.
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On Sunday, April 28, generous, willing volunteers packed over 20,000 meals
in the church atrium for Kids Against Hunger.
We thank you for your support and assistance with the packing of these nutritious meals
for impoverished children and families locally and around the world.
Thank you for Going for Christ to feed our community, nation and world!

Thank you!
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As Children’s Ministries seeks to meet the mission of “gathering
new people to Christ”, families with children were offered a
menu of learning and fellowship events during Lent 2019.

It was great to see so many kids
enjoy the first GLOW-IN-THE-DARK
EGG HUNT on Sunday, March 31st,
at 7:30 pm in Jaycee Park. 56
children and their families
participated on a cold night which
required hats, gloves and coats;
this included 12 first-time kiddos. It
was a great feeling, personally and for our six volunteers, to bring joy to the kids during this Easter
season and spread the good news of Jesus resurrection. Thank you to volunteers Jarred & Michelle
Ray, Will and Carissa Sanders for their hard work and dedication. We look forward to watching this
event grow in the coming years.
Author, Kris and Julie Karsten, Co-Leaders/GID Egg Hunt

The ESCAPE THROUGH HOLY WEEK CHALLENGE, led by
volunteers Janice Fleming and Julie Pallardy, was held
on Sunday, April 7th at 4:00 pm. 26 children and youth
attended, along with many volunteers and
parents. Participants started in the Sanctuary, where
they created a palm leaf fan and learned about Jesus’
entry into Jerusalem for Passover – HOSANNA! They
followed the palm trail into the Escape Room (aka MultiPurpose room) where they solved 12 challenges while learning about the Last Supper, Garden of
Gethsemane, betrayal by Judas, denial by Peter, the Judgement, Crucifixion, and
Resurrection. Children and Youth “escaped” into the Atrium to complete the final challenge: find
all the eggs corresponding with the “Colors of Easter”. The event ended with snacks and fellowship.
Author-Janice Fleming

22 preschool and 38 elementary school children
participated in PALM SUNDAY (4/14/2019) activities
such as processing with palms and Sunday
school. Additionally, preschool children sang “Joy
Down in my Heart”. The Stepping Stones Music
Academy (elementary school children’s choir), led
by Erica Coyne, sang “When Jesus Came to
Jerusalem” and “Go Now in Peace”.
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Easter Morning
Throughout March and April, Adult Sunday school
classes and others stuffed plastic eggs with candy for
the annual EASTER EGG HUNT. Great Clips Store
Manager, Rochelle Hunter, and her teams from the
Mark Twain and University Commons stores donated
500 stuffed eggs too!
On a warm and sunny Easter Sunday (4/21/2019)
Volunteer Amy Alderman, supported by the Boy Scout
Troop, spread out over 4,000 Easter eggs in agegroupings near the Jaycee Stage at Frontier Park. 232
children participated in the annual EASTER EGG HUNT in
Frontier Park; 93 additional children were pre-registered for the event but were unable to attend. 37
attendees indicated that First St Charles UMC was their home church but many others indicated
they are seeking a home church. A picture
of this fun and engaging outreach event
was covered by the Post-Dispatch.
Author-Meg Love, Children’s Minister

Thank you

to the numerous
volunteers who led events,
supported events, stuffed eggs, taught lessons, and led singing for children throughout
the Lenten Season. You are serving as the hands and feet of Jesus to the Saint Charles
Community and making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
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We had eight students decide to give their lives to Christ
on Confirmation Sunday May 5, 2019.
These photos are from Middle School Spring Retreat and
Confirmation Class.
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Grounds Crew and
Flower Bed Upkeep

Volunteers in Medicine
Bicycle Program
Volunteers in Medicine (VIM) is a
group of doctors, nurses and other volunteers who
provide free health care to the uninsured of St.
Charles and Lincoln Counties. Their clients most
often meet federal poverty guidelines.
One of VIM’s greatest issues is their clients’ lack of
transportation. Consequently, they started a
program to distribute donated bicycles. If a client
has no other means of transportation, a bicycle will
be provided. With warmer weather coming, VIM is
seeing an increased need for bicycles.
If you have an adult bicycle, please contact Sue
Barklage at 636-734-0865 to arrange for the pickup
of your bicycle. Please be aware that because VIM
does not have the means to make repairs, the
bicycles must be in good working order. For more
information about VIM, please visit their website at
www.volunteersinmedicinestcharles.org.

Have you noticed how well the
church lawns and flower beds are
maintained? All the outside work
around the church is managed by a group of
dedicated volunteers.
Each Thursday, or as needed, the grounds crew
mows and maintains the yard and grounds. This
crew needs help on Thursday mornings to mow
trim, blow off the parking lots, and general cleanup.
If you like to work outdoors, this is the job for you!
We also have several flower beds around the
church that need attention. The various flower beds
are “adopted” by an individual or a group and
planted and cared for during the
summer months.
If you would like to take care of one of
the flower beds or work with the
grounds crew, please contact the
church office at 636-947-0066 or talk

UMW SUNDAY, MAY 19
The United Methodist Women support projects and mission personnel around the world through
Mission Giving. The funds we contribute help to relieve suffering and to make the world a better
place for women, children, and youth.
The Candle Burning is offered by St. Charles UMW as an extra channel of Mission Giving. The
amount of money collected will determine the length of time the candle will burn on UMW
Sunday, May 19. In 2019 it takes $22.77 per minute, 365 days a year, to support
UMW missions.
Please consider giving to help the candle burn. Any amount can be given in honor
or memory of those close to you. You will have this unique opportunity to give
between worship services on April 28 through May 12. Look for the UMW table in
the atrium.

FIRSTKIDS SUMMER AND FALL REGISTRATION IS OPEN
Firstkids Learning Center serves children ages 6 weeks to 5 years. Our six week summer session
begins on June 4 and concludes on July 9. We plan to be settled into our new spaces by the time
school starts this fall. For more information, on either the summer program or the fall, please see
firststcharlesumc.org/first-kids.
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Graduation Edition of the Spire
The Graduation Edition of the Spire will be published on May 22. We would
like information on our members who are graduating from high school,
college or any other advanced degree program. Please include:
• the graduate’s full name
• a recent picture
• the degree he or she is obtaining
• the school graduating from
• future plans
• information on family members who are members of the church.
You may submit the information by dropping the paper copy off in the office or emailing a
digital copy to pwilliqms@firststcharelsumc.org.

The deadline for submitting graduate information is May 15.

Youth 2019 in Kansas City
July 10-14
Join us for 4 days of discipleship, worship, Bible study,
service, and fun! Meet other students from across the
country! Questions? Please contact Pastor Peter at
pnorton@firststcharlesumc.org.

Our church has been giving scholarships to deserving high school seniors for over 10 years. This
wonderful outreach to our students has helped to nurture our youth’s commitment to God and
His community here on earth.
It is time again to give out the honor to the Senior Class of 2019. We will grant 2 high school
seniors a $500 scholarship in May. To qualify, you must be an active member of First St. Charles
UMC, attending college next year, and fill out the application. The applications can be picked
up in the church office. The completed application is due in the church office, in a sealed
envelope, no later than May 17, 2019.
We would like this scholarship to continue for many years to come. However, our funds are
starting to dwindle. If you have a heart for our young members, we will always welcome
donations to the fund. Memorials are a nice way to honor these students, just as the Finke family
did many years ago. If you are interested, please talk to Jack McCormick in the church office.
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